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STATE  BOARD  OF  LUNACY  AND  CHAKITY. 


Office  of  the  Board,  State  House, 
Boston,  Jan.  14,  1888. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council : 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy 
and  Charity,  herewith  present,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
General  Court,  their  Ninth  Annual  Report. 

JOHN   FALLON. 
CHARLES    F;   DONNELLY. 
EDWARD   HITCHCOCK. 
R,    L.    HODGDON. 
CHARLES    C.    COFFIN. 
CHARLES   A.    DENNY. 
ANNE   B.    RICHARDSON. 
HENRIETTA   G.    CODMAN. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  KEPOKT 

OF   THE 

BOAKD    OF    LUXACY    AND    CHARITY 

OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 


PART     FIRST. 


General  Work  or  the  Board. 

There  have  been  few  changes  in  the  membership  of  the 
Board  during  the  past  year.  Dr.  Dean  has  not  served 
during  1887,  and  has  lately  resigned.  The  Standing  Com- 
mittees of  the  Board  are  three,  viz.,  an  Executive  Committee, 
composed  of  the  Chairman,  the  Vice-Chairman  and  the 
Chairmen  of  the  other  Committees  ;  a  Committee  on  Lunacy, 
consisting  of  Dr.  Hitchcock  (Chairman),  Mr.  Fallon,  Dr. 
Hodgdon  and  Mrs.  Codman ;  and  a  Committee  on  Charities, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Donnelly  (Chairman),  Mr.  Denny  and 
Mrs.  Richardson.  There  is  also  a  Committee  on  the  Inspec- 
tion of  State  Institutions,  which  consists  of  three  members, 
and  is  appointed  quarterly  by  the  Chairman.  The  officers 
of  the  Board  are  Mr.  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Inspector  of  Charities  ; 
Mr.  S.  C.  Wrightington,  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor; 
Mr.  PI.  S.  Shurtleif,  Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor. 

The  Board  met  regularly  once  a  month  during  the  year, 
as  required  by  law,  and  held  besides  the  following  special 
and  adjourned  meetings:  —  January  15;  April  15;  April 
16  ;  April  23  ;  June  18  ;  September  10  ;  October  8  ;  Decem- 
ber 17,  December  27,  and  December  30. 

At  these  meetings  were  passed  many  votes  concerning  the 
insane  of  Massachusetts,  the  inmates  of  the  State   establish- 
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ments,  the  children  and  oilier  persons  under  the  care  of  the 
Board,  and  such  other  matters  as  required  attention.  The 
most  important  votes  were  as  follows,  classified  by  their 
subjects,  and  with  the  date  of  each  vote  prefixed  :  — 

Votes  Concerning  the  Insane. 

{Feb.  5,  1887.)  Voted,  To  instruct  the  Superintendent  of  the 
In-Door  Poor  to  transfer  to  the  State  Workhouse,  as  soon  as  the 
building  for  the  insane  is  ready  to  receive  them,  so  many  of  the 
chronic  insane  men  in  the  several  State  hospitals  as  have  the  record 
of  being  professional  criminals,  and  vicious  in  their  lives,  and 
are  of  the  pauper  and  harmless  class. 

{March  5.)  Voted,  That  the  Lunacy  Committee  be  instructed 
to  draft  a  form  of  communication  to  be  sent  to  the  Superintendents 
of  State  hospitals  regarding  the  excessive  removals  of  city  patients 
to  almshouses,  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

{April  2.)  Voted,  That  the  draft  of  a  communication  prepared 
by  the  Lunacy  Committee  in  reference  to  the  excessive  removals 
of  town  and  city  patients  to  almshouses,  be  accepted  and  placed 
on  file,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
several  Superintendents  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospitals. 

{May  7.)  Voted,  That  the  Lunacy  Committee  prepare  and 
report  a  draft  of  a  circular  to  city  and  town  officers,  advising  them 
of  the  law  in  reference  to  the  restraint  of  the  insane  under  their 
charge. 

{Jane  4.)  Voted,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  McLean 
Asylum,  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  the  Ipswich  Receptacle  and 
all  private  asylums  within  the  Commonwealth,  be  requested  to 
notify  this  Board  of  the  deaths  of  all  patients  which  may  occur  in 
their  respective  establishments  from  violence  or  suicide,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  death  has  taken  place  ;  such  notifica- 
tions to  be  made  on  blanks  similar  to  those  now  used  by  the  State 
hospitals  in  reporting  deaths  —  the  Inspector  to  act  in  the  matter 
in  behalf  of  the  Board. 

{June  4.)  Voted,  That  a  copy  of  the  Act  dividing  the  Com- 
monwealth into  hospital  districts  for  the  care  of  the  insane  com- 
mitted for  treatment  be  sent  to  each  of  the  Committing  Magistrates 
in  the  State,  with  a  circular  letter  from  this  Board  ;  —  the  letter  to 
be  drafted  by  the  Committee  on  Lunacy,  and  the  circular  to  be 
issued  by  that  committee. 
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(July  2.)  Voted,  That  all  the  hospitals  and  asylums  for  the 
insane  in  Massachusetts  be  requested  to  make  weekly  returns  to 
this  Board  of  the  deaths  of  insane  persons  occurring  therein  from 
whatever  cause,  with  a  record  of  the  dates  and  ascertained  causes 
of  such  deaths  —  the  Inspector  of  Charities  to  furnish  blanks  for 
the  returns. 

(Aug.  6.)  Voted,  That  the  draft  of  a  circular  to  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  in  reference  to  the  restraint  of  the  insane 
under  their  charge,  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Lunacy,  be 
adopted. 

(Oct.  1.)  Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  notify  the 
Trustees  of  the  several  State  hospitals  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board,  it  is  essential  to  the  better  care  and  treatment  of  the  insane 
in  the  Commonwealth  that  in  future  no  patients  be  received  into 
the  hospitals  from  outside  the  Commonwealth. 

(Oct.  1.)  Voted,  That  the  matter  of  the  removal  of  noisy  pa- 
tients from  Tewksbury  Asylum  be  referred  to  the  Chairman,  with 
full  power. 

(Oct.  1.)  Voted,  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  all  insane 
p  ersons  committed  from  Suffolk  County  during  the  period  begin- 
ning Oct.  14,  1887,  and  ending  Nov.  18,  1887,  should  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  is  undergoing  repairs  which  will  pre- 
vent it  from  receiving  additional  patients  until  the  latter  part  of 
November,  1887,  at  least;  and  that  the  Inspector  of  Charities 
send  the  necessary  notifications  under  this  vote. 

(Nov.  5.)  Voted,  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  all  in- 
sane persons  committed  from  Suffolk  County  during  the  month 
beginning  Nov.  18,  1887,  should  be  sent  either  to  the  Worcester 
or  to  the  Boston  Hospitals, — the  Inspector  of  Charities  to  send 
the  necessary  notifications  under  this  vote. 

(Nov.  5.)  Voted,  That  the  subject  of  transferring  insane 
patients  from  one  State  Hospital  to  another  be  referred  to  the 
Lunacy  Committee  with  full  power. 

(Dec.  27.)  Ordered,  That  the  commitments  from  Suit.. Ik 
County,  under  the  Hospital  District  Law,  be  hereafter  made  as 
follows  :  — 

On  and  after  Dec.  28,  L887,  until  Feb.  2,  1888,  to  the  West- 
borough  Insane  Hospital;  from  February  3  to  March  9,  L888,  to 
the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital;  from  March  10  until  April  hi.  to 
the  Danvers  Hospital;  from  April  17  until  May  22,  to  the  Taun- 
ton Hospital;  from   May  23  until  June  27,  to  the  Worcester  Hos- 
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pital ;  and  from  June  27,  for  five  weeks,  again  to  the  Westborongh 
Hospital. 

Votes  Concerning  the  Board  and  its  Business. 
(Feb.  5,  1887.)      Voted,  That  appointments  of  Auxiliary  Visit- 
ors be  made  annually  hereafter  at  the  regular  June  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

In  accordance  with  this  vote  the  Auxiliary  Visitors  named 
in  a  subsequent  page  were  appointed  June  4,  1887,  and  at 
certain  dates  afterwards  to  till  vacancies. 

(March  5.)  Voted,  That  changes  in  the  salaries  of  employees 
of  the  Board  shall  be  made  only  at  the  regular  October  meeting, 
unless  otherwise  ordered. 

(April  2.)  Voted,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  may 
be  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  Lunacy  Committee,  for 
the  purchase  of  books  relating  to  the  subjects  of  lunacy  and 
charity. 

(April  2.)  Voted,  That  in  future  all  applications  for  aid  charge- 
able to  the  appropriations  for  "  the  temporary  relief  of  persons  in 
cases  of  extraordinary  suffering  "  be  referred  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Out-Door  Poor  to  examine  and  report  to  the  Board. 

(Jane  4.)  Communications  from  the  School  Committee 
of  Swampscott  and  the  School  Committee  of  Kingston, 
respectively,  asking  leave  to  assign  their  truants  to  the 
State  Primary  School,  having  been  presented  and  read,  it 
was 

Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the  school  com- 
mittees of  the  towns  in  question  that  the  Board  declined  to  grant 
their  requests. 

(June  4.)  John  Fallon  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  Charles  C.  Coffin  Vice-Chairman,  and  JohnD.  Wells 
Clerk. 

(Jane  18,  1887.)  The  following  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

Whereas,  Hon.  Charles  F.  Donnelly,  member  of  the  Board  of 
Lunacy  and  Charity  for  twelve  years  and  Chairman  of  the  Board 
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since  March,  1884,  has  been  impelled  by  failure  of  health  and  the 
demands  of  private  affairs  to  retire  from  the  chairmanship,  — 

Resolved.  That  we  deplore  the  necessity  of  his  retirement  from 
the  honorable  position,  and  hereby  give  expression  to  our  appre- 
ciation of  his  tireless  energy,  unwearying  industry  and  faithful 
discharge  of  duties  in  the  administration  of  the  trusts  committed 
by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  Board. 

{July  2.)  Voted,  That  Mr.  Donnelly  and  the  Inspector  of 
Charities  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  new  Manual  concerning  the 
statutes  relating  to  lunac}^  and  charity. 

{June  2.)  Voted,  That  such  members  of  the  Board  as  may  be 
able  to  attend,  together  with  the  heads  of  the  several  departments 
of  the  Board,  be  appointed  delegates  to  the  forthcoming  National 
Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction. 

{Aug.  6.)  Voted,  That  the  Inspector  of  Charities  be  instructed 
to  print  reports  of  local  almshouse  visitation  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  next  Annual  Report  of  the  Board.   • 

(Sept.  10,  1887.)  A  communication  from  Mrs.  Glen- 
dower  Evans  of  Boston,  asking  that  a  committee  of  this 
Board  be  appointed  to  meet  representatives  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  State  Primary  and  Reform  Schools,  and  Mrs.  Lowell 
of  the  New  York  Board  of  State  Charities,  "  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  establishing  an  institution  as  a  refuge  for 
feeble-minded  young  women,"  having  been  presented  and 
read,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Chairman,  Mrs.  Richardson  and  Mrs.  Codman 
be  a  committee  for  the  purpose  requested. 

{Oct.  1.  —  Dec.  3.)  Voted,  That  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Donnelly, 
Mrs.  Codman  and  Mrs.  Richardson  be  a  committee  to  prepare 
and  present  to  the  Board  a  draft  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board. 

{Nov.  5.)  Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  subscribe 
for  sixty  cloth  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Fourteenth  National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction  at 
$1.50  per  copy. 


xiv  LUNACY  AND  CHARITY.  [Jan. 

GENERAL    WORK    OF    THE    BOARD. 


Votes  Concerning  Immigration. 

(April  16,  1887.)  Voted,  That  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door 
Poor  instruct  the  Immigration  Officers  that  in  future  such  State 
paupers  as  the  Board  may  have  occasion  to  keep  temporarily  in 
Boston  are  to  be  provided  for  at  Robert  R.  Austin's,  183  Atlantic 
Avenue . 

(May  7.)  A  communication  being  presented  from  the 
Governor,  designating  this  Board  as  charged  with  the  acts 
and  powers  specified  in  the  recent  Act  of  Congress  ' '  to 
prohibit  the  importation  and  immigration  of  foreigners  under 
contract  or  agreement  to  perform  labor  in  the  United  States, 
the  Territories  and  the  District  of  Columbia,"  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Chairman  be  authorized  to  execute  a  contract 
with  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  the  Board,  under  the  act  in 
question. 

Votes  Concerning  the  State  Almshouse. 

(April  16.)  Voted,  That  the  Chairman  prepare  a  draft  of  a 
communication  to  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Almshouse  and  State 
Workhouse,  in  reference  to  the  opinion  of  the  Board  regarding  the 
Superintendent  of  the  State  Almshouse. 

(May  7.)  Voted,  That  the  draft  of  a  communication  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  State  Almshouse  and  State  Workhouse,  prepared 
and  presented  by  the  Chairman  in  accordance  with  the  vote  passed 
at  the  last  meeting,  be  accepted  and  adopted. 

(July  2.)  A  communication  from  the  Trustees  of  the 
State  Almshouse  and  State  Farm,  under  date  of  the  22d  ult., 
having  been  read,  it  was 

Voted,  That  a  copy  of  the  communication  from  this  Board  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  State  Almshouse  and  State  Farm,  under  date 
of  May  9,  1887,  and  copies  of  all  replies  thereto,  be  transmitted 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
for  His  Excellency  to  take  such  action  thereon  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  and  that  the  Vice-Chairman  and  Mr.  Denny  be  a  commit- 
tee to  hand  the  correspondence  in  question  to  the  Governor. 

(Oct.  1.)  Voted,  That  the  Clerk  notify  the  Trustees  of  the 
State  Almshouse  that,  in  the   opinion   of   the  Board,   better  diet 
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should  be  supplied  to  the   pregnant  and  lying-in  women   in  that 
institution. 


The  above  votes  relate  to  a  subject  which  has  been  much 
considered  by  the  Board  since  the  last  annual  report  was 
made,  in  which  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  with  the  hos- 
pital management  at  the  State  Almshouse.  The  Board 
continued  to  be  much  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  and 
management  of  the  almshouse,  especially  in  what  has  be- 
come its  main  work,  — the  hospital  departments,  —  in  which 
the  major  part  of  the  inmates  were  necessarily  included. 
During  the  year,  as  these  votes  show,  the  Board  had  corre- 
spondence with  the  Trustees  concerning  the  matter,  and,  on 
one  or  more  occasions,  had  interviews  with  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  State  Almshouse.  The  result  of  these  interviews 
and  the  correspondence  has  been  that  the  Board  has  re- 
ceived assurances  from  the  Trustees,  since  the  votes  were 
passed,  to  the  effect  that  the  defects  complained  of  would  be 
remedied  ;  and  that  the  medical  staff  of  the  institution  would 
be  reorganized  on  such  a  basis  as  to  place  the  entire  medical 
supervision  of  the  hospital  work  in  the  hands  of  a  resident 
physician  with  the  necessary  qualifications.  The  efficient 
services  of  such  a  physician,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
would  produce  better  results  than  have  been  shown  for 
many  years,  without  affecting  injuriously  the  general  dis- 
cipline of  the  whole  establishment. 

In  accordance  with  certain  votes  before  recited,  the  circu- 
lars and  instructions  required  thereby  were  issued,  and  also 
a  special  circular  of  questions  to  be  answered  by  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  respecting  feeble-minded  women  in  the 
local  almshouses.  The  questions  have  been  mostly  an- 
swered, and  these  answers  will  be  used  hereafter  by  the 
committee  appointed  under  the  vote  of  September  10. 
The  committee  appointed  by  vote  of  July  2  to  prepare  a 
new  Manual  have  not  been  able  yet  to  perform  that  duty, 
hut  will  do  so  in  the  present  year,  so  as  to  include  the 
legislation  of  1888  and  the  judicial  decisions  up  to  July  1, 
1888. 
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The  Board  has  taken  no  final  action  under  the  Act  of  1887 
(chap.  292),  authorizing  removals  from  the  Massachusetts 
Reformatory  to  the  State  Farm,  and  giving  certain  powers 
to  the  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  concerning  prisoners 
thus  removed  ;  but  has  the  matter  in  consideration. 

The  recommendations  made  in  Part  Fourth  were  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  27th  of  December,  1887. 

Other  recommendations  on  different  subjects,  together 
with  statements  and  suggestions  of  what  the  Board  will  do 
hereafter,  may  be  found  under  the  proper  heads  in  Parts 
L,  II.,  and  III.  ;  while  the  Appendix  contains  much  infor- 
mation on  these  and  kindred  topics. 


1888.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT— No.   17.  xvii 

SUMS  CHAEGED  AND  COLLECTED. 


Receipts  and  Expenses  of  the  Boaed. 
The  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  has  no  receipts  of  its 
own,  and  for  nearly  three  years  has  ceased  to  collect  the 
sums  due  from  cities,  towns  and  individuals  for  the  support 
in  the  State  establishments  of  persons  who  are  not  State 
paupers.  The  State  Treasurer  is  now  notified  of  the  sums 
due  from  this  source,  and  makes  his  collection  directly, 
instead  of  through  the  Board,  as  was  done  up  to  April  1, 
1885.  The  Board  still  collects  and  transmits  to  the  State 
Treasury  all  sums  due  from  the  United  States  under  the  im- 
migration contract  of  1882-83.  The  charges  made  by  the 
Board  under  this  contract  include  not  onty  those  certified  by 
the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor,  but  also  charges  made 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor  for  transportation, 
support  or  temporary  aid  of  persons  registered  in  his  de- 
partment, for  whom  the  LTnited  States  is  held  to  be  respon- 
sible under  the  contract.  The  whole  sum  charged  to  the 
United  States  in  the  Out-Door  Department  since  August  3, 
1882,  has  been  $5,969.32,  and  the  amount  collected  up  to 
October  1,  1887,  was  $1,233.25.  The  charges  in  the  Out- 
Door  Department  include  $3,964.85  for  support,  but  the  col- 
lections are  wholly  for  transportation.  In  the  Department  of 
In-Door  Poor  during  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887,  the 
following  amounts  were  certified  to  the  State  Treasurer  as 
due  from  individuals  and  from  cities  and  towns,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  charged  against  the  LTnited  States  :  — 

Amount  charged  to  individuals  for  the  board  of  sundry 
persons  at  the  State  Almshouse,  State  Farm,  State  Lunatic 
hospitals,  the  State  Primary  and  Reform  schools  and  the 
School  for  Feeble-Minded, $5,937  10 

Amount  charged  cities  and  towns  for  support  of  sundry 

persons  in  the  same  establishments, 35,063  32 


$41,000  42 


Of  this   amount  there  was   charged    for  the    support    of 
persons  in  the  — 
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Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  . 
Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 

State  Farm, 

State  Almshouse  (chiefly  for  the  insane), 
Lyman  School,         ..... 
State  Industrial  School,  .... 
State  Primary  School,      .... 
Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded, 


10,408 

44 

3,516 

63 

3,575 

96 

580 

81 

2,947 

09 

1,623 

40 

7,746 

48 

1,811 

31 

1,311 

81 

1,426 

26 

115 

13 

$41,000  42 

The  city  and  town  charges  were  as  follows 


Boston, 

$14,078  40 

Beverly, 

$138  50 

Brockton,     . 

161  58 

Billerica, 

39  00 

Cambridge, . 

847  75 

Bourne, 

45  50 

Chelsea, 

•       242  36 

Braintree,    . 

75  21 

Fall  River,  . 

1,754  57 

Brimfield, 

45  43 

Fitchburg,    . 

88  82 

Brookline,    . 

164  82 

Gloucester,  . 

47  36 

Buckland,    . 

164  36 

Haverhill,    . 

447  19 

Burlington, 

20  86 

Holyoke, 

192  02 

Carlisle, 

24  60 

Lawrence,    . 

1,280  56 

Charlton, 

52  14 

Lowell, 

992  38 

Chicopee, 

58  50 

Lynn,  . 

1,152  48 

Clinton, 

61  40 

Maiden, 

180  89 

Concord, 

.    * 

37  14 

New  Bedford, 

384  21 

Conway, 

114  68 

Newburyport, 

266  20 

Dalton, 

21  36 

Newton, 

229  64 

Dennis, 

13  93 

Salem, 

1,020  30 

Dracut, 

39  46 

Somerville,  . 

619  35 

Duxbury, 

76  14 

Springfield, 

262  60 

Easton, 

66  39 

Taunton, 

372  99 

Enfield, 

29  86 

Waltham,     . 

309  21 

Essex,  . 

11  43 

Worcester,  . 

523  15 

Everett, 

126  29 

Abington,     . 

21  71 

Framinghan 

i, 

79  86 

Adams, 

106  00 

Franklin, 

102  14 

Amesbury,  • 

iu>  07 

Gill,      . 

9  00 

Amherst, 

14  00 

Grafton, 

32  96 

Andover, 

76  96 

Harwich, 

7  29 

Ashburnham, 

47  36 

Hatfield, 

50  14 

Ashland, 

20  43 

Hinsdale, 

5  25 

Athol,  . 

18  71 

Hoi  brook, 

42  71 

Attleborough, 

44  00 

Holden, 

120  71 

Bedford, 

13  14 

Hopkinton, 

216  82 
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Hudson,        ...           $47  36 

Richmond,    . 

$68  25 

Kingston,     . 

56  18 

Rockport,     . 

103  18 

Lynnfield,     . 

105  80 

Sandwich,    . 

80  79 

Manchester, 

49  68 

Savoy, . 

103  81 

Mansfield,    . 

47  36 

Shelburne,   . 

46  89 

Marblehead, 

56  64 

Shrewsbury, 

20  57 

Marlborough, 

335  91 

Southborough, 

39  93 

Marshfield,  . 

4  71 

South  Hadley, 

58  89 

Maynard, 

194  17 

South  Scituate,    . 

47  36 

Medford, 

84  50 

Southwick,  . 

50  28 

Medway, 

32  04 

Sterling, 

80  25 

Melrose, 

184  03 

Stoneham,    . 

204  28 

Merrimac,    . 

7  14 

Stoughton,  . 

28  32 

Methuen, 

47  36 

Sutton, 

379  34 

Middl  e  borough, 

739  36 

Tewksbury, 

45  50 

Milford, 

99  82 

Tisbury, 

38  43 

Millbury,      . 

64  00 

Tyngsborough,    . 

65  00 

Millis,  . 

18  00 

Wakefield,  . 

223  33 

Milton, 

50  14 

Ware,  . 

67  32 

Monson, 

4  43 

Wareham,    . 

78  71 

Natick, 

175  18 

Webster, 

162  38 

ISTeedham,     . 

52  14 

Wellesley,    . 

39  00 

Norfolk,       . 

79  80 

Westborough, 

153  96 

North  Adams, 

61  75 

West  Boylston,    . 

32  96 

Northborough, 

85  75 

Westfield,    . 

18  15 

North  Reading, 

132  32 

Weston, 

83  11 

Norton, 

77  39 

West  Springfield, 

15  79 

Orleans, 

110  50 

Weymouth, . 

18  00 

Palmer, 

128  64 

Wilmington, 

185  72 

Peabody, 

89  55 

Winchendon, 

19  96 

Pepper  ell, 

43  43 

Woburn, 

169  93 

Pittsfield, 

96  29 

Wrentham,  . 

35  29 

Plymouth, 

Quincy, 

209  49 
173  53 

$35,063  32 

Revere, 

608  98 

To  this  should  be  added  the  amount  certified  to  the 
United  States  during  the  year  as  due  ($12,000),  making 
a  total  charged  of  $47,063.32.  The  collections  made  were 
as  follows  :  — 


From  the  United  States, 

From  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts, 

From  individuals  (included  in  the  above) . 

Total.     . 


$10,700  66 
35,289  70 

$45,990  36 


*  The  amount  previously  collected  from  the  United  States  had  been  $30,974.81; 
making  a  total  received  from  the  United  States  in  five  years  of  $41,675  47. 
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These  sums  are  all  for  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887. 

The  amount  charged  towns  and  individuals  for  the  sup- 
port of  lunatics  and  paupers  in  the  several  charitable  insti- 
tutions of  the  State  was  $41,000.42,  as  above  shown;  of 
which  amount  $5,937.10  was  charged  to  individuals.  The 
whole  sum  has  not  yet  been  collected,  but  the  sum  paid  in 
to  the  State  Treasury  during  the  same  year,  ending  October 
1,  1887,  was  from  towns  and  cities  and  from  individuals, 
$35,287.70;  from  bastardy  defendants,  $900;  and  from  the 
United  States,  $10,700.66;  in  all,  therefore,  $46,890.36. 
The  whole  amount  collected  in  Massachusetts  from  the 
United  States  government  as  reimbursement  under  the  Acts 
of  Congress  now  in  force,  has  been  about  $45,000  since 
January  1,  1883,  and  this  has  paid  the  cost  of  supervising 
immigration  in  Massachusetts,  and  a  part  of  the  expense  of 
maintaining  lunatics  and  paupers  who  have  been  landed  in 
Massachusetts  since  August  3,  1882.  The  amount  charged 
to  the  United  States  for  the  support  and  transportation 
of  immigrants  during  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887, 
was  $11,335,  and  the  amount  collected  during  that  year  on 
account  of  support  and  transportation  was  $10,700.66;  and 
there  was  due  December  1,  1887,  from  the  United  States 
the  sum  of  $3,000  charged  by  the  In-Door  Department, 
and  the  sum  of  $4,736.07  charged  by  the  Out-Door  De- 
partment; in  all,  therefore,  $7,700  then  due  from  the 
United  States.  This  sum  is  daily  increasing,  the  payments 
being  made  quarterly  from  the  United  States  Treasury, 
and  there  being  always  a  small  unsettled  balance  of  claims 
not  yet  submitted  or  not  yet  verified.  The  whole  amount 
collected  by  the  United  States  in  Massachusetts  on  account 
of  alien  head-money,  from  August  3,  1882,  to  December 
1,  1887,  was  about  $85,000;  and  if  all  sums  chargeable 
to  the  United  States  up  to  December  1,  1887,  had  been  paid 
before  that  date,  there  would  still  be  left  in  the  United 
States  Treasury  something  more  than  $35,000  subject  to 
the  Board's  call  whenever  it  could  show  legal  claim  thereto. 
Among  the  unsettled  claims  is  one  for  the  support  of  aliens 
from  the  appropriation  made  to  the  Out-Door  Department 
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for  the  reimbursement  of  cities  and  towns  ;  and  this  special 
claim  amounts  now  to  about  $3,9(34.85,  no  portion  of  which 
has  ever  been  paid.  In  its  Eighth  Report,  the  Board  said 
in  regard  to  this  claim  :  — 

The  Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor  has  charged  sums  for  the 
support  or  temporary  aid  of  persons  for  whom  the  United  States 
is  responsible  under  the  contract  with  Massachusetts.  Measures 
have  been  taken  towards  securing  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  reimbursement  for  the  expense  incurred  on  account  of  all 
persons  who  have  landed  at  the  several  ports  of  the  State,  and 
have  been  supported  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  Out-Door 
Department,  under  its  several  appropriations,  since  August  3, 
1882,  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Congress.  Hitherto  no  claim 
has  been  made  by  this  department  under  this  act  except  for  cases 
of  transportation.  The  sum  when  collected  will  amount  to 
$1,734.21.      (p.  xxiii.) 

This  has  now  increased  by  more  than  $2,200,  and 
should  be  entered  as  a  claim  against  the  United  States 
without  delay,  in  order  that  the  State  may  lose  nothing 
through  the  omission  of  its  officers  to  present  a  legitimate 
claim.  The  cost  to  the  State  is  the  same,  whether  the  alien 
is  supported,  or  temporarily  aided,  and  the  reimbursement 
should  therefore  be -the  same. 

Expenses  of  the  Board  for  the  Year  ending  Oct.  2,  1887. 

[Details  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 


Expenses  of  the  Board, 

Including  expenses  of  members,  etc., 

salary  and  expenses  of  the  Clerk, 
salary  and  expenses  of  Prosecuting 

Agent, 

Expenses  of  the  Inspector  of  Charities,  . 
Expenses  of  the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 


For  its  regular  work,         ....         $24,379  29 


For  Auxiliary  Visitors,     .... 
Expenses  of  the  Department  of   Cut-Door  Poor. 


.      $4,341  03 
$1,424  12 
1,700  09 

1,216  82 

.      $9,448  37 
.    $25,681  42 


1,302  13 

.    $17,678  03 


$57,148  85 


Expenses  of  Transportation, $12,279  55 

Settlement  and  Bastardy  expenses, $616  12 
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The  two  items  last  named  come  under  separate  appropria- 
tions, the  expenditure  of  which  is  partly  directed  and  partly 
allowed  by  the  Board  ;  while  the  whole  expenditure  aggregated 
above  ($57,148.85)  is  directed  by  the  Board  for  its  own  work. 
This  aggregate  would  become  $57,764.97  if  the  settlement 
expenses  were  included  ;  to  which  might  be  added  about 
$1,560  for  the  expenses  of  officers  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  poor.  The  immigration  expenses,  amounting 
to  about  $2,880  a  year,  and  a  part  of  the  transportation 
expenses,  are  reimbursed  by  the  United  States ;  all  the 
other  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity  are 
nearly  covered  for  the  past  year  by  the  sums  collected  and 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury  from  the  United  States,  from 
cities  and  towns  and  from  individuals.  The  aggregate  of 
these  collections  during  the  year  ending  October  1st  was 
nearly  $47,000. 

The  expenses  of  the  Board  for  the  calendar  year  are 
given  below  as  $58,325.79,  but  will  be  somewhat  more 
than  this  :  — 

Expenses  of  the  Board  for  the  Calendar  Year  1887. 


Expenses  —  1887. 

Expenses  of  the  Board, 

Including  expenses  of  members,  etc., 

Salary  and  expenses  of  the  Clerk,    . 

Salary  and  expenses  of  the  Prosecuting  Agent, 
Expenses  of  the  Inspector  of  Charities, 
Expenses  of  the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor,     . 

For  its  regular  work, 

For  Auxiliary  Visitors,      ..... 

Settlement  and  Bastardy,           .... 
Expenses  of  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  . 

$1,500  00 
1,650  00 
1,300  00 

24,800  00 
1,300  00 

750  00 

$4,450  00 

9,530  00 
26,850  00 

17,495  79 

Total, 

$58,325  79 

Estimates  for  the  Year  1888. 

The  following  sums  have  been  submitted  by  the  Board  to 
the  State  Auditor  as  estimates  of  the  amount  which  should 
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be    appropriated   under  existing  laws   for  carrying  on  the 
work  of  the  Board  and  its  several  departments  :  — 


Expenses  of  the  Board, 

$1,800  00 

Including  expenses  of  members,  etc., 

$1,600  00 

salary  and  expenses  of  the  Clerk, 

1,700  00 

salary  and  expenses  of  Prosecuting 

Agent, 

1,500  00 

Expenses  of  the  Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 

29,000  00 

For  its  regular  work,         .... 

125,000  00 

For  the  expenses  of  Auxiliary  Visitors,   . 

2,000  00 

For  Settlement  and  Bastardy  expenses,  . 

1,000  00 

Expenses  of  the  Inspector's  Department, 

For  its  regular  work,         .... 

$8,000  00 

For  the  placing  the  insane  in  families,  visita 

tion,  etc.,         ...... 

2,000  00 

Expenses  of  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor, 

18,000  00 

Total, 

$61,800  00 

By  law  the  Board  is  required  to  make  certain  esti- 
mates directly,  and  to  give  its  opinion  on  the  sufficiency  of 
other  estimates,  during  the  month  of  December  in  each  year. 
These  estimates  are  quite  various,  but  fall  within  two  main 
classes,  —  (1)  special  or  out-door  appropriations,  and  (2) 
regular  in-door  appropriations ;  the  former  including  the 
sums  paid  for  board,  for  reimbursement,  for  removals,  etc., 
and  the  latter  including  the  expenditures  at  those  establish- 
ments which  the  State  supports  from  its  treasury. 

Estimates  for  Special  Appropriations  in  1888. 

These  were  duly  sent  to  the  Auditor  by  the  Board  under 
the  law  of  1885,  and  are  as  followTs  :  — 

For  the  support  of  State  paupers   in   families   or  lunatic 

hospitals, $151,000  00 

support  of  the  sick  State  poor,  by  cities  and  towns,  42,500  00 

burial  of  State  paupers,  by  cities  and  towns,  .         .  7,500  00 

support  of  infants  in  the  infant  asylums,         .         .  8,500  00 

support  of  outside  foundlings,         ....  12,000  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


5224,500  00 
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Amount  brought  forward, $224,500  00 

For  the  temporary  support  of  State  paupers,  by  cities  and 

towns, 13,000  00 

transportation  of  State  paupers,       ....        15,000  00 
transportation  of  State  paupers  to  State  Almshouse,  700  00 

care  and  maintenance  of  indigent  and  neglected 

children, 15,000  00 

expenses  of  small-pox  and  other  contagious  dis- 
eases,      


Total, 

To  this  total  should  be  added,  — 

For  the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded, 

Total,       .         .   ■ 


5,000  00 


$278,200  00 
5,000  00 


$278,200  00 

No  estimate  was  made  by  the  Board  for  the  Massachusetts 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  the  appropriation  for  which  in  1886 
increased  to  $15,000,  having  previously  been  $10,000  for 
several  years. 

Estimates  for  In-Door  Appropriations. 
These  include  the  whole  expense  of  the  State  Almshouse, 
State  Farm  and  State  Primary  School,  for  their  current  cost 
in  the  coining  year ;  all  but  a  small  portion  of  the  current 
expenditure  at  the  Lyman  School  and  the  State  Industrial 
School  (the  rest  being  paid  from  the  income  of  funds)  ;  and 
the  outlay  for  other  than  ordinary  expenses  at  the  State 
Lunatic  Hospitals.  The  following  are  the  estimates  sent  in 
by  the  State  establishments  in  December,  1887,  with  the 
Board's  own  estimate  added  in  each  case  :  — 

TABLE    OF    ESTIMATES    FOR    1888. 
State  Almshouse.     {Trustees'  Estimate.) 

Salaries,  wages  and  labor, $28,300  00 

Provisions  and  supplies, 29,000  00 

Fuel  and  lights, 9,500  00 

Repairs  and  improvements, 10,000  00 

Clothing,  bedding  and  furniture, 8,000  00 

Medicine  and  hospital  supplies,     .         .         .                  .         .  3,300  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 12,000  00 

Total, $100,100  00 

The  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $100,000. 
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State  Primary  School.     {Trustees'  Estimate.) 

Salaries,  wages  and  labor, 
Groceries  and  provisions, 

Clothing, 

Fuel, 

Ordinary  repairs  and  improvements, 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 
Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 


Total, 


Board  of  children,  . 


$17,000  00 

14,200  00 

5,800  00 

4,300  00 

3,000  00 

3,700  00 

2,000  00 

$50,000  00 

4,000  00 

The  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $4,000  for 
the  board  of  children,  and  $48,000  for  other  expenses. 


State  Farm.     {Trustees'  Estimate.) 


Salaries,  wages  and  labor, 

Groceries  and  provisions, 

Fuel,        .... 

Clothing, 

Repairs  and  improvements, 

Other  ordinary  expenses, 

Total, 


.   $13,000  00 

20,500  00 

6,000  00 

3,500  00 

4,400  00 

5,000  00 

$52,400  00 

The  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $52,000. 


Industrial  School  for  Girls.     {Trustees'  Estimate.) 

Salaries  and  wages, $7,800  00 

Dry  goods  and  shoes, 
Provisions  and  groceries, 
Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 
Fuel  and  lights, 
Repairs  and  improvements, 
Miscellaneous  items, 

Total, 


1,800  00 

3,000  00 

700  00 

1,800  00 

450  00 

3,550  00 

$18,800  00 

Special  appropriation  for  plumbing,  etc., 


2,500  00 
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The  Board  recommended  appropriations  of  $18,000  for 
current  expenses  and  salaries,  and  $2,500  for  special  pur- 
poses. 


Lyman  School  for  Boys. 

Salaries  and  wages, 
Dry  goods, 

Provisions  and  groceries, 
Furniture,  beds  and  bedding, 
Fuel  and  lights, 
Repairs,  .... 
Grain  and  feed, 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 


{Trustees'1  Estimate.) 


Total, 
Special  appropriations, 
Aggregate, 


$12,500  00 

2,400  00 

6,800  00 

1,000  00 

2,700  00 

500  00 

1,300  00 

2,700  00 

130,900  00 

8,600  00 

$39,500  00 

The  Board  recommended  $30,000  for  the  current  expenses, 
salaries,  etc.,  and  $3,000  for  special  purposes,  including  the 
deficiency  of  1887,  the  completion  of  the  Willow  Park 
house,  and  the  hiring  of  an  additional  house  should  it  be 
necessary  in  order  to  carry  out  the  family  system.  This 
appropriation  would  be  in  lieu  of  the  $8,600  asked  for  by 
the  trustees.  The  deficiency  was  incurred  by  using  a  part 
of  the  appropriation  made  for  current  expenses  to  pay  the 
cost  of  special  repairs  and  improvements  on  the  Willow 
Park  property. 


Westborough  Insane  Hospital.      (Trustee 

For  additions,  and  for  superintendent's  house, 
For  other  construction  expenses,  .... 
For  meeting  current  expenses,       .         .         .         . 

Total, 


s1  Estimate.) 


$15,000  00 
22,000  00 
16,000  00 

$53,000  00 


The  Board  recommended  as  follows  :  — 

The  sums  asked  for  do  not  appear  to  us  strictly  necessary 
for  construction  purposes,  although  some  appropriation  of 
this  sort  should  be  made.  For  meeting  current  expenses 
(what    is    usually  called  a  "maintenance  appropriation") 


1888.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  xxvii 


ESTIMATES    FOR    1888. 


$10,000  will  probably  be  sufficient,  if  the  hospital  is  kept 
reasonably  full. 

The  Taunton  Hospital  Trustees  estimate  that  $10,000  will 
be  needed  for  construction  and  equipment  at  their  estab- 
lishment, concerning  which  the  Board  gave  no  opinion, 
because  the  detailed  estimates  were  not  before  them  at  the 
meeting  of  December  27,  when  the  estimates  of  the  State 
establishments  were  considered. 


[Note  on  the  Board's  Expenses.  —  The  figures  above  given  for  the  calendar 
year  1887  will  be  changed  somewhat  by  the  final  ruling  of  the  State  Auditor  con- 
cerning the  specific  appropriation  from  which  shall  be  taken  the  sum  charged  for  the 
clothing  of  insane  persons  boarded  in  families,  —  about  $440  for  the  whole  year.] 
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IMMIGRATION. 


Immigration  at  the  port  of  Boston  during  the  year  ending 
October  1,  1887,  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that  in  the 
preceding  year,  having  risen  from  28,380  in  1886,  to  40,415 
in  1887.  The  same  is  true  of  the  immigration  at  all  the 
ports  of  the  United  States.  For  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1886  (excluding  immigration  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
and  Mexico),  there  were  334,203  immigrants;  and  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1887,  409,109.  Including  Canada  and 
Mexico,  it  is  estimated  there  were  384,000  immigrants  in 
1886,  and  563,500  in  1887.  For  the  corresponding  year 
1882,  the  whole  immigration  from  foreign  countries,  includ- 
ing Canada  and  Mexico,  was  788,992. 

This  increased  immigration  to  Boston  increased  the  num- 
ber from  Great  Britain  to  10,500,  instead  of  7,000;  from 
Ireland,  to  13,500,  instead  of  10,000  ;  and  from  Scandinavia, 
to  10,500,  instead  of  6,500,  — these  three  countries  furnish- 
ing most  of  our  immigrants.  Under  the  Act  of  Congress 
passed  August  3,  1882,  which  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  i '  to  enter  into  contracts  with  such  State  com- 
mission, board,  or  officers  as  may  be  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  Governor  of  any  State  to  take  charge  of  the  local 
affairs  of  immigration  in  the  ports  within  said  State,"  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1882  designated  the  State  Board 
of  Lunacy  and  Charity,  and  an  agreement  was  accordingly  en- 
tered into  by  said  Secretary  and  said  Board  December  2,  1882. 
Since  that  date  the  Board  has  supervised  the  immigration  in 
the  ports  of  this  State,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  assisted  in  the  enforcement  of  an  Act 
of  Congress  passed  February  26,  1885,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
prohibit  the  importation  and  immigration  of  foreigners  and 
aliens  under  contract  or  agreement  to  perform  labor  in  the 
United  States."  As  will  be  readily  seen,  this  duty  of  super- 
vision is  one  of  great  importance,  and  has  been  carefully 
performed  by  the  State  Board.  It  was  a  wise  provision  of 
the  Act  of  1882,  which  practically  conferred  upon  State 
Commissioners  the  enforcement  of  a  national  law  intended  to 
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protect  each  State  from  an  inflow  of  foreign  criminals,  luna- 
tics, and  paupers.  Whatever  amendments  may  hereafter  be 
found  necessary  to  make  the  Act  more  effective  in  its  opera- 
tions, any  change  giving  to  national  instead  of  local  or  State 
authority  the  enforcement  of  its  provisions  would  be  depre- 
cated by  this  Board.  The  provisions  of  a  recent  Act  of 
Congress  in  regard  to  the  immigration  of  laborers  are  of 
doubtful  expediency,  and  may  properly  be  modified  by 
further  legislation  ;  but  the  general  result  of  the  immigration 
laws  since  1882  has  been  satisfactory  so  far  as  Massachusetts 
is  concerned;  and  certain  cases  arising  in  1887,  which  will 
presently  be  mentioned,  show  the  ease  and  advantage  with 
which  laws  of  this  character  can  be  enforced  here.  It  is 
probable  that  the  earnest  effort  made  by  the  British  authori- 
ties to  rid  themselves  of  a  large  pauper  population  under  the 
guise  of  4 '  assisting  "  emigration  was  made  of  no  avail  by  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act  of  1882  ;  for  an  English  minister  in 
Parliament  practically  admitted  the  fact. 

One  purpose  of  the  laws  regulating  immigration  has 
always  been  to  secure  the  health  of  immigrants  brought  by 
sea,  and  to  protect  the  community  where  they  land  from 
diseases  which  they  may  bring.  Formerly  such  diseases 
were  frequent,  but  of  late  years  only  an  occasional  instance 
has  occurred,  such  as  the  following:  —  The  steamship 
Prussian  of  the  Allan  line  arrived  in  Boston  from  Glasgow 
and  Gal  way,  May  10,  1887,  having  on  board  711  passengers. 
Within  a  week  from  that  time,  some  of  the  passengers  were 
taken  down  with  typhoid  fever,  and  before  the  expiration  of 
the  month,  nearly  100  of  them  were  ill,  chiefly  in  the  hos- 
pitals of  Boston  and  the  Almshouse  Hospital  at  Tewksbury. 
Several  deaths  occurred,  but  most  of  the  cases  were  of  a 
mild  type.  For  a  time  it  was  seriously  questioned  whether 
the  disease  was  not  typhus,  and  there  was  fear  of  contagion. 
Before  allowing  any  of  these  cases  to  be  sent  to  the  State 
Almshouse,  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  consulted,  who 
caused  an  examination  to  be  made.  The  opening  of  the 
wards  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  the  report 
on  a  post  mortem  case  at  Portland,  Me.,  settled  the  charac- 
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ter  of  the  disease,  and  quieted  the  fears  of  contagion.  There 
has  been  no  other  extraordinary  illness  among  the  newly 
arrived  immigrants,  and  their  health  was  unusually  good. 
Marked  exceptions  were  the  nostalgia  of  Anna  McC,  19 
years  old,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  came  in  the  steamship 
Scandinavian  (arriving  August  9,  1887),  was  committed  to 
the  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  September  9  and  returned  to 
her  home,  near  Glasgow,  September  21  ;  and  the  case  of 
James  Mooney,  a  boy  of  17,  idiotic  and  epileptic,  who 
arrived  in  the  Catalonia  August  27,  1887.  His  landing  was 
delayed  by  the  Board's  agent,  and  the  case  reported  to  the 
collector  of  Boston,  who  subsequently  allowed  him  to  land, 
because  ' '  the  probability  of  his  becoming  a  public  charge  is 
so  remote." 

The  provisions  of  the  immigration  law  which  relates  to 
the  landing  of  paupers  and  criminals  are  less  easily  enforced 
than  those  which  concern  the  health  of  immigrants  ;  because 
while  fever  and  epilepsy  disclose  themselves  to  the  casual 
observer,  neither  pauperism  nor  criminality  are  always  mani- 
fest, even  upon  official  examination.  The  same  remark  is 
often  true  of  insanity,  although  that  condition  is  more  easily 
detected.  A  case  of  some  importance,  in  which  an  insane 
person  was  permitted  to  land  contrary  to  law,  may  here  be 
mentioned  as  involving  peculiar  circumstances.  The  Cunard 
steamship  Cephalonia,  when  boarded  in  Boston  Harbor, 
June  2,  1887,  was  found  to  have  among  the  steerage  passen- 
gers one  Joanna  Casey,  an  insane  woman  from  Ireland,  who 
had  never  before  been  in  the  United  States.  The  agent  of 
the  Cunard  Company  and  the  master  of  the  steamship  were 
notified  that  she  must  not  be  allowed  to  land  without  the 
Collector's  permission  first  obtained ;  but  she  went  ashore 
(probably  without  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  mentioned), 
and  the  Collector  was  notified  of  the  fact.  The  agent  of  the 
Cunard  Company  was  fined  by  the  Collector  $1,000  for  the 
offence,  with  information  that  until  that  amount  was  paid 
clearance  papers  for  the  Cephalonia  would  be  refused.  The 
fine  was  paid  and  the  steamship  sailed.  Sometime  later  the 
insane  person  was  placed  by  her  friends  on  an  outgoing 
steamer  and  thus  returned  to  Ireland. 
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The  Cunarder  Catalonia  arrived  August  27,  1887,  having 
on  board  as  passengers  five  young  women,  viz:  —  Bridget 
and  Maggie  Hamill,  Essie  Boomer,  Anna  McCullough,  and 
Maggie  Kane,  from  whose  statement  to  the  agent  of  this 
Board  it  was  inferred  that  their  landing  might  he  in  violation 
of  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  in  1885  and  amended  in  1887, 
concerning  the  importation  of  laborers  under  contract.  The 
statement  of  these  women  was  in  substance  that  they  had  been 
engaged  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  by  one  William  Shields  of  that 
city,  calling  himself  agent  for  Samuel  G.  Rea,  superintendent 
of  the  Boston  Thread  and  Twine  Company  of  Jamaica  Plain, 
in  the  city  of  Boston ;  that  this  engagement  required  that 
company  to  employ  them  in  flax-spinning  at  a  fixed  sum  per 
week,  and  also  to  reimburse  that  company  for  their  trans- 
portation to  the  United  States,  in  weekly  payments  of  four 
shillings  sterling,  until  the  whole  passage-money  had  been 
repaid.  Upon  this  statement,  the  consignee  and  master  of 
the  Catalonia  were  notified  that  the  landing  of  these  live 
women  would  be  in  violation  of  the  Act  above  mentioned, 
and  the  same  report  was  made  in  writing  to  the  Collector  of 
Boston,  so  that  they  might  be  forbidden  to  land.  Two  days 
later,  August  29,  the  manufactory  of  the  Boston  Thread  and 
Twine  Company  at  Jamaica  Plain  was  visited  by  an  agent  of 
the  Board,  and  a  careful  examination  was  made  of  the  fabrics 
there  manufactured,  and  the  processes  in  use,  —  leading  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  five  women  were  imported  under  a 
contract  to  perform  labor  in  the  United  States  upon  a  new 
industry  requiring  skilled  labor  not  yet  procurable  in  this 
country.  On  Tuesday,  August  30,  this  conclusion  was  com- 
municated by  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor  to  the 
Collector  of  Boston, — the  substance  of  this  communication 
being  as  follows  :  — 

It  being  admitted  that  the  Thread  and  Twine  Company  did 
encourage  certain  aliens  to  immigrate  to  the  United  States  under 
an  implied  agreement  previously  made  to  perform  labor  there, — 
it  remains  to  be  ascertained  whether  or  not  this  encouragement 
was  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  skilled  workmen  in  a  foreign 
country  who  could  not  be  otherwise  obtained,  to   perforin  labor 
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upon  a  new  industry  not  at  present  (that  is,  Feb.  26,  1885*)  estab- 
lished in  the  United  States.  If  so,  the  Act  in  question  would  not 
be  violated  by  the  landing  of  these  aliens.  Their  business  appears 
to  be  a  new  industry,  because,  although  the  manufacture  of  flax 
has  long  been  carried  on  here,  yet  this  company,  by  adopting  new 
principles  and  combinations,  particularly  those  called  wet-spinning, 
rough  finishing,  and  cable  twist-making,  has  produced  fabrics  having 
a  separate  use,  and  not  hitherto  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  therefore  my  opinion  that  in  what  they  did  the  Boston  Thread 
and  Twine  Company  did  not  violate  the  Act  of  1885,  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  prohibit  the  importation  and  migration  of  aliens  under  agree- 
ment to  perform  labor  in  the  United  States."  With  your  permis- 
sion, therefore,  I  hereby  withdraw  my  report,  filed  with  you  on  the 
27th  inst.,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  passengers  arriving  by 
the  steamship  Catalonia,  referred  to  in  this  communication. 

This  communication  was  considered  by  the  Board  at  its 
meeting  of  September  3,  since  when  our  attention  has  been 
called  again  to  this  subject  by  Mr.  Ross  of  the  firm  of  Ross, 
Turner  &  Co.,  Boston,  who  at  the  suggestion  of  Collector 
Saltonstall  desired  an  opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  acts 
of  that  firm  in  the  importation  of  aliens.  October  11,  1887, 
Mr.  Ross  was  informed  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board 
the  importation  of  aliens  for  the  purpose  recited  was  not 
a  violation  of  the  Act  of  1885.  Between  August  27 
and  October  11  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  United 
States  District  Court  of  Massachusetts  against  the  Boston 
Thread  and  Twine  Company  for  an  alleged  similar  importa- 
tion, occurring  previously,  and  which  was  not  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Board  or  of  the  Collector.  This  case 
is  set  down  for  trial  in  May,  1888.  The  names  of  the 
women  for  whose  importation  this  suit  is  brought  are  Ann 
J.  Ward,  Mary  Fergue  and  Mary  Jane,  Annie  and  Bridget 
Donnelly. 

September  3,  1887,  the  Pavonia  arrived,  having  as  pas- 
sengers one  Thomas  Clayton,  his  wife  and  eight  children, 
imported  under  contract  by  the  Crompton  Company  of  Pro- 
vidence, R.  I.,  as  fustian  cutters,  alleged  to  be  a  new  indus- 

*  This  was  the  date  when  the  Act  was  approved.  It  was  printed  in  full  in  the 
Seventh  Annual  Report. 
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try  in  process  of  establishment  in  the  United  States.  In 
this  case  the  agent  of  the  Crompton  Company  applied  to 
the  Board  for  information  as  to  the  legality  of  the  proposed 
importation ;  and  a  communication  was  sent  Collector  Sal- 
tonstall,  September  7,  expressing  the  views  above  recited, 
and  the  opinion  that  the  Crompton  Company  had  not  violated 
the  law. 

In  communicating  with  the  firm  of  Ross,  Turner  &  Co., 
the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor,  October  11,  1887, 
used  the  following  language  :  — 

The  manufacture  of  flax  fabrics  by  machinery  in  the  United 
States  is  in  its  infancy.  It  has  been  carried  on  in  France,  Belgium 
and  Ireland  for  many  years.  It  has  grown  in  those  countries  from 
insignificance  to  a  great  and  important  industry.  In  this  country 
it  has  not  yet  been  attempted  in  its  higher  branches  ;  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  years  will  be  required  to  place  it  on  a  firm  footing  and 
establish  it  as  an  industry.  As  a  pre-requisite  it  will  be  necessary 
to  import  the  machinery  and  the  workmen  to  operate  it.  This  in- 
dustry has  been  established  in  Europe  in  competition  only  with 
others  similarly  situated  ;  there  has  been  no  special  advantage  of 
one  manufacturer  over  another  ;  the  American  manufacturer  can 
compete  with  his  European  rival  only  by  rivalling  his  conditions  ; 
he  must  introduce  approved  methods,  which  can  succeed  only  so 
far  as  they  are  intelligently  and  skilfully  applied.  This  intelli- 
gence and  this  skill  must  be  ready  at  first,  or  else  failure  is  invited. 
Competition  then  is  possible  only  under  an  equality  of  conditions, 
and  competition  with  foreign  manufactures  requires  the  creation 
of  an  industry  ;  waiting  for  its  growth  would  be  fatal.  In  the 
manufacture  of  the  higher  grades  of  linen  fabrics,  the  first  piece 
of  Russia  crash,  the  first  yard  of  harness  twine,  the  first  piece  of 
table-linen,  and  the  first  yard  of  loom-cord  woven  or  twisted  in 
America,  must  equal  the  last  piece  or  yard  of  like  fabric  manu- 
factured in  Europe.  Therefore  the  American  manufacturer  must 
have  machinery  and  operatives  as  good  as  those  of  his  foreign 
competitors,  for  the  tariff  on  his  production  will  be  more  than  off- 
set by  their  superior  business  experience.  This  will  be  true  only 
while  the  American  manufacturer  is  gaining  that  experience  ;  the 
necessity  for  importing  machinery  and  operatives  will  cease  when 
time  and  opportunity  have  been  given  to  American  mechanics  and 
American  operatives  to  acquire  equal  or  superior  skill. 
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The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress  in  question  are 
peculiar,  and  new  to  American  legislation  ;  and  until  it  is 
modified  or  repealed  much  litigation  may  be  expected  to  flow 
from  it. 

With  regard  to  the  whole  number  of  immigrants  arriving 
by  water  in  Massachusetts  during  the  year  ending  October 
1,  1887,  we  may  give  certain  statistics,  in  addition  to  those 
already  presented.  The  vessels  which  brought  them  were 
920  in  number,  of  which  617  were  British,  bringing  51,208 
passengers,  of  whom  31,302  had  never  been  in  Massachusetts 
before.  There  were  287  American  vessels,  bringing  18,918 
passengers,  of  whom  only  3,076  had  never  been  here  before  ; 
and  there  were  16  vessels  of  other  nations,  bringing  58  pas- 
sengers, of  whom  37  had  never  been  here  before.  Among 
all  these  70,184  passengers,  only  ten  died  on  the  passage, — 
one  each  in  American  and  other  foreign  vessels,  and  eight  in 
British  vessels.  Thirty-three  special  cases,  of  which  31 
were  in  British  vessels,  were  reported  to  the  Collector.  The 
classification  of  passengers  (70,184),  and  of  immigrants 
(40,415),  was  as  follows  :  — 


Classification  of  Passengers. 

Aliens  never  in  this  State  before, 
Aliens  previously  in  this  State,   . 
Aliens  for  whom  head-money  was  paid,     . 
Aliens  arriving  by  the  Cunard  Line,  . 

Of  whom  ticketed  beyond  Massachusetts, 
Whole  number  of  passengers, 

Of  whom  were  Americans, 


40,415 
18,730 
39,730 
26,154 
11,187 
70,184 
11,006 


Classification  of  Immigrants. 


Males,  . 
Females, 


22,222 
18,193 


Whole  number  of  immigrants, 40,415 

Of  whom  were  under  15  years,        .         .         .         .        .         .  7,891 

15  to  25  years, '..'..  20,664 

25  to  50  years, 10,374 

50  years  and  upwards, 1,486 
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Nativity  of  Immigrants. 


British  Provinces 

• 

2,785 

England, 

7,916 

Ireland, 

13,576 

Germany,     . 

463 

Scotland, 

2,748 

Sweden, 

8,050 

Holland,       . 

228 

Poland, 

193 

Switzerland, 

43 

Wales, 

63 

Denmark,     . 

174 

Belgium, 

4 

Hungary, 

44 

France, 

28 

Austria, 

86 

Russia, 

352 

Spain,  . 

2 

Italy,    . 

44 

East  Indies, 

5 

West  Indies, 

85 

Australia,     . 

5 

Africa, 

8 

South  America,    . 

6 

Mexico, 

1 

Norway, 

.     1,546 

Finland, 

798 

India,   . 

1 

Newfoundland,    . 

312 

Roumania,   . 

8 

Portugal, 

1 

Turkey, 

49 

Western  Islands, 

985 

Arabia, 

1 

St.  Helena,  . 

4 

China,  . 

Total  of  immigrants, 

1 

.  40,415 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  figures  that,  as  usual,  the  men 
were  much  in  excess  among  the  immigrants,  and  that  less 
than  a  fifth  of  the  whole  number  were  children.  The  small 
total  of  German  immigrants  is  noticeable,  while  those  from 
Scandinavia  (Denmark,  Norway  and  Sweden) ,  reach  nearly 
10,000,  and  are  more  numerous  than  the  immigrants  of  any 
nationality  except  the  Irish.  Including  those  of  Irish  birth  or 
parentage,  from  England,  Scotland  and  the  British  provinces, 
the  number  of  Irish  origin  no  doubt  exceeded  15,000.  A 
table  in  the  Appendix  exhibits  the  number  of  immigrants 
landing  in  Massachusetts  in  each  month  of  the  past  year ; 
and  another  table  shows  the  whole  number  who  have  landed 
here  for  the  past  forty  years.  Other  tables  show  the  whole 
number  of  immigrants  arriving  in  the  United  States  for 
thirty-two  years,  ending  June  30,  1887,  and  the  classifica- 
tion by  nationality  of  those  who  landed  in  the  last  thirteen 
years, — that  is,  from  June  30,  1875,  to  the  same  date  in 
1887.  The  aggregates  of  this  last  table  show  that  the  whole 
number  in  thirteen  years  was  5,112,888,  of  whom  more  than 
three-fifths  or  3,145,192  were  males .     Of  this  whole  number, 
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there  were  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  1,410,134,  and 
from  the  British  North  American  provinces,  617,982  ;  a  total 
from  the  British  dominions  of  2,028,116.  From  continental 
Europe  (chiefly  from  Germany  and  Scandinavia)  came  more 
than  half  of  the  whole  number,  2,887,385  ;  while  from  all 
Asia  there  came  only  135,952,  mostly  Chinese,  and  from 
Africa  only  385. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  nationality  of  immigrants  arriving 
in  Massachusetts  differs  considerably  from  the  nationality  of 
those  in  the  whole  country,  since  two-thirds  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts immigrants  usually  come  from  the  British  dominions. 
The  restriction  and  proper  supervision  of  immigration  advo- 
cated by  this  Board  and  its  predecessors,  the  Board  of  State 
Charities,  and  the  Alien  Commission  existing  from  1852 
to  1863,  now  seem  to  be  demanded  by  public  sentiment 
throughout  the  country,  and  measures  to  that  effect  are 
frequently  introduced  in  Congress.  The  co-operation  of 
Massachusetts  may  secure  the  passage  of  the  best  measure. 
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THE    STATE    AND    MUNICIPAL    CHARITIES. 


No  distinction  among  the  objects  of  charity  is  more  com- 
monly mentioned  than  that  between  the  In-Door  Poor  and 
the  Out-Door  Poor,  —  yet  few  terms  are  more  difficult  to 
define  in  a  practical  manner.  In  Massachusetts  we  have 
two  classes  in  both  of  these  main  divisions  of  the  poor. 
These  are,  first,  the  in-door  poor  of  the  State  and  the  in-door 
poor  of  the  municipalities  (now  350  in  number)  which 
divide  with  the  State  government  the  burden  of  supporting 
our  poor;  and,  again,  there  are  the  out-door  poor  of  the 
State,  and  the  much  larger  class  who  are  the  out-door  poor 
of  the  350  cities  and  towns  in  the  State.  Among  the  latter 
are  also  included,  for  purposes  of  enumeration,  most  of  the 
out-door  poor  for  whose  relief  the  State  Treasury  pays ; 
but  there  are  certain  of  the  State's  out-door  poor  for  whom 
the  State  pays  directly,  without  the  intervention  of  the  local 
governments,  and  who,  therefore,  are  not  enumerated  among 
the  poor  of  the  municipalities.  But  those  whom  the  State 
directly  maintains,  have  for  more  than  thirty-three  years 
been  kept  chiefly  in  large  State  establishments,  some  of 
them  wholly  and  others  only  in  part  supported  from  the 
State  Treasury.  This  whole  class  is  known  as  the  State 
poor  or  State  paupers,  and  that  portion  of  them  who  live 
in  these  establishments,  to  the  number  in  course  of  the  year 
of  more  than  5,000  persons,  are  called  the  in-door  poor. 
For  the  last  twenty-two  years,  or  since  the  Sick  Poor  Law 
of  1865  took  effect,  there  has  also  been  a  large  and  increasing 
class  of  the  State's  out-door  poor,  who  now  number  at 
least  13,000  in  a  year,  and    include    several    distinct    sub- 
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divisions  of  State  paupers,  supported  or  relieved  outside  of 
the  State  establishments.  The  whole  number  of  the  State 
poor,  therefore,  who  are  either  fully  supported  or  in  some 
way  aided  from  the  State  Treasury,  amounts  nearly  to  20,000 
in  a  year. 

Besides  this  class  of  the  State  poor,  over  which  the  Board 
exercises  direct  control,  there  is  a  still  larger  class  of  the 
city  and  town  poor  over  which  it  exercises  less  directly  a 
general  supervision.  These  are  also  divided  into  in-door  and 
out-door  poor, — many  of  the  former,  especially  if  insane, 
living  in  the  same  State  establishments  with  the  State  poor, 
while  the  rest  inhabit  local  almshouses  and  asylums  in  all 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  number  of  these  in-door 
poor  of  the  cities  and  towns  is  nearly  12,000  in  a  year,  of 
whom  about  3,500  are  insane  persons.  The  number  of  the 
out-door  poor  of  the  cities  and  towns,  as  distinct  from  those 
of  the  State,  cannot  readily  be  given,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  definite  returns,  by  name,  of  the  persons  relieved,  but  is 
between  30,000  and  40,000  during  the  year.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  said  that  this  Board  exercises  supervision,  more 
or  less  direct,  over  the  care  and  relief  of  something  like 
60,000  persons,  besides  the  immigrants.  Of  this  aggregate, 
something  more  than  17,000  are  in-door  poor,  and  the 
remainder,  say  43,000,  are  out-door  poor. 

The  establishments  in  which  these  17,000  of  the  in-door 
poor  reside,  for  a  shorter  or  longer  term,  are  about  250  in 
number,  including  those  households,  not  strictly  almshouses, 
in  which  several  towns  maintain  their  in-door  poor.  The 
valuation  of  all  these  establishments,  of  which  11  are  practi- 
cally owned  by  the  State,  is  $9,000,000.  The  valuation  of 
the  city  and  town  almshouses,  with  their  personal  property 
(amounting  to  about  $550,000),  and  their  farms  of  a  little 
less  than  21,000  acres,  is  very  nearly  $3,000,000;  the  val- 
uation of  the  eleven  State  establishments,  including  the 
hospitals  and  asylums  for  the  insane,  has  now  reached  about 
$6,000,000,  of  which  less  than  $1,000,000  is  personal  prop- 
erty, while  the  number  of  acres  in  the  State  farms  but  little 
exceeds  2,300.     The  whole  acreage  of  all  the  establishments 
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for  the  in-door  poor  of  both  classes  is,  therefore,  about 
23,300,  and  the  value  of  this  land  and  the  buildings  upon  it 
is  estimated  at  $7,500,000,  although  the  actual  cost  was 
doubtless  more  than  this.  The  average  number  of  public 
dependents  in  these  establishments  is  something  less  than 
9,500,  while  the  number  of  private  beneficiaries  averages 
perhaps  500.  The  average  interest  charge  for  each  inmate, 
therefore,  is  about  $45  a  year,  or  86  cents  a  week ;  while  the 
aggregate  charge  for  the  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  on  all  the 
establishments  ($450,000),  is  more  than  half  as  great  as  the 
whole  expenditure  in  the  State  for  out-door  relief,  which  may 
be  estimated  at  $800,000. 

The  out-door  poor  of  the  State  and  those  of  the  munici- 
palities are  often  mingled  together  in  the  towns  where  they 
are  aided,  particularly  those  who  are  ill  from  contagious 
disease,  or  from  ordinary  maladies  ;  for  the  sick  poor  of 
the  State,  if  unable  to  be  sent  to  the  State  establishments, 
are  visited  and  provided  for  wherever  they  reside ;  and 
there  is  also  provision  made  for  persons  not  sick  who  need 
temporary  aid  outside  the  establishments.  Many  others, 
insane  persons  and  children,  are  fully  supported  by  the 
State  in  boarding  places  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
The  visitation  of  these  persons,  and  of  the  local  almshouses, 
which  is  partly  the  work  of  physicians,  brings  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Board  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  poor  in  all 
parts  of  the  State. 

In  what  has  been  said  of  the  out-door  poor  no  account  is 
taken  of  the  children  who  go  into  families  from  the  State 
establishments,  for  whom  no  board  is  paid.  The  whole 
number  of  children  during  the  year  past  who  were  in  families 
without  the  payment  of  board  (many  of  them  earning  money 
for  themselves)  has  been,  perhaps,  1,200,  of  whom  at  least 
750  have  not  been  counted  among  the  in-door  poor  within 
the  past  twelve  months.  The  children  of  this  class  are  now 
decreasing  in  number,  because  the  admission  of  children  to 
the  State  establishments  has  fallen  off  in  late  years,  and 
therefore  the  aggregate  from  which  such  children  could  be 
taken  has  diminished.     The  children  for  whom  board  is  paid 
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are  not  now  increasing,  their  number  being  limited  by  the 
amount  of  money  yearly  appropriated  for  their  board. 
Those  children  who  remained  in  boarding  places  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1888,  were  a  little  less  than  270  in  number, 
including  about  40  whose  board  is  paid  from  the  Primary 
School  appropriation.  Details  in  regard  to  these  children 
and  those  older  ones  who  go  to  places  without  the  payment 
of  board,  or  appear  as  culprits  in  courts,  are  given  in  the 
Appendix ;  where  also  is  given  the  number  of  children 
maintained  by  the  cities  and  towns  in  their  almshouses  and 
in  special  schools  for  pauper  children. 

An  act  of  the  present  year  (chap.  401)  having  authorized 
this  Board  in  all  the  cities  of  Massachusetts  except  Boston 
to  place  out  pauper  children  supported  in  the  almshouse  of 
any  city  for  more  than  two  months,  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  in  these  cities  were  duly  notified  in  July  last  that  the 
power  thus  conferred  would  be  exercised  in  case  the  Over- 
seers failed  to  comply  with  the  previous  act  (Public  Statutes, 
chap.  87,  sect.  3),  requiring  certain  pauper  children  to  be 
boarded  in  families.  This  notification  has  been  sufficient  in 
most  cases  to  secure  compliance  with  the  law  by  the  Over- 
seers, who  in  some  cities  had  placed  out  the  pauper  children 
before  the  new  law  took  effect.  In  other  cities,  the  Overseers 
complied  with  more  or  less  readiness  after  notice,  and  before 
October  1st  few  children  were  held  in  the  city  almshouses  in 
violation  of  law.  The  statute  of  1879,  which  the  new  law 
has  thus  re-enforced,  was  complied  with  early  by  Spring- 
field, and  a  few  other  cities  ;  but  Fall  River,  Lowell  and 
several  cities  had  neglected  its  provisions  altogether.  In 
Fall  River,  upwards  of  30  children  were  placed  out  Avithin  a 
few  weeks,  last  summer ;  and  the  result  has  been  quite  sat- 
isfactory. In  Lowell,  the  almshouse  children  have  gone  in 
the  first  instance  into  other  establishments ;  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  they  will  be  placed  in  families  without  undue 
delay. 

While  the  State's  out-door  poor  are  thus  cared  for  in  the 
350  cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  reciprocal 
action  is  going  on  ;  for  several  thousand  of  the  in-door  poor 
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of  the  towns  and  cities  are  maintained  in  State  establish- 
ments during  some  part  of  the  year,  chiefly  in  the  hospitals 
and  asylums  for  the  insane.  It  is  for  the  support  of  several 
hundred  of  this  class  that  the  sums  collected  from  cities  and 
towns,  amounting  in  the  year  to  more  than  $35,000,  have 
been  charged  and  paid  as  a  reimbursement  from  the  muni- 
cipalities to  the  State.  A  similar  reimbursement  is  made 
by  the  State  to  the  cities  and  towns  for  their  outlay  in 
caring  for  State  paupers  in  the  place  of  their  residence, 
either  as  Sick  Poor,  as  persons  temporarily  aided,  or  as 
cases  under  some  other  statute.  This  reimbursement,  as 
reported  hj  the  municipalities,  appears  in  the  Appendix, 
but  is  more  fully  stated  elsewhere  ;  and  the  reimbursement*! 
from  one  municipality  to  another,  amounting  to  more  than 
$115,000,  are  shown  in  the  same  table  of  the  Appendix. 

The  Out-Door  Poor  in  1887. 
The  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  as  in  former  years, 
has  executed  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  unsettled 
persons  who  need  support  and  are  incapable  of  self-support, 
and  whose  health  would  be  endangered  by  removal  to  the 
State  almshouses  ;  to  those  who  are  sick  with  small-pox  or 
other  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health ;  to  such  men 
as  are  State  paupers,  but  whose  wives  have  a  settlement  in 
some  city  or  town ;  to  other  unsettled  persons  who  are  poor 
and  in  need  of  temporary  relief,  and  to  foundlings  and  desti- 
tute infants  who  have  no  settlement.  Under  these  laws  the 
department  has  received  during  the  year  ending  October  1 , 
1887,  from  207  cities  and  towns,  6,138*  notices,  on  account 
of  12,295  persons.  Of  these  notices,  3,780,  covering  5,759 
individuals,  were  on  account  of  persons  too  sick  to  be 
removed,  including  12  notices,  covering  12  individuals,  on 
account  of  persons  sick  with  contagious  diseases ;  487 
notices,  covering  2,131  individuals,  were  on  account  oi 
families  in  which  the  man  was  a  State  pauper  while  the  wife 

*  Of  the  total  number  of  notices,  6,13^,  above  noted,  897,  covering  3,077  persons, 
were  in  eases  on  account  of  which  a  previous  notice  had  been  received  during  the 
year.  Counting  these  duplicates  the  number  of  persons  would  be  15,372,  and  this  is 
the  aggregate  of  the  classification  following;  but  the  whole  number  of  different 
p  crsons  does  not  exceed  12,295. 
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and  children  had  a  settlement ;  1,783  notices,  covering  7,394 
individuals,  were  in  cases  in  which  either  temporary  aid  for 
a  period  of  four  weeks  or  less  or  transportation  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State  was  asked  for,  and  88  notices  were  for 
foundlings  and  destitute  infants. 

The  Sick  State  Poor. 

The  number  of  notices  received  during  the  year  under 
Public  Statutes,  chap.  86,  sect.  25,  as  amended  by  chap. 
211,  Acts  of  1885,  in  cases  of  persons  whose  health  would 
have  been  endangered  by  removal  to  the  State  Almshouse, 
or  who  have  been  sick  with  contagious  diseases,  has  been 
3,780,  These  notices  were  sent  by  173  cities  and  towns 
and  cover  5,000  individuals,  of  whom  3,000  were  repre- 
sented as  actually  ill.  This  number  of  notices  shows  an 
increase,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  official  year,  of 
502,  or  about  fifteen  and  three-tenths  per  cent.,  and  as 
compared  with  the  official  year  1884-85,  an  increase  of  49, 
or  about  one  and  three-tenths  per  cent.  The  largest  num- 
ber, 516,  was  received  in  the  month  of  January,  and  the 
smallest  number,  244,  in  the  month  of  November.  A  com- 
parison of  the  number  of  persons  supported  shows  an  in- 
crease of  431,  and  of  persons  actually  sick  an  increase  of 
435  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  3,780 
notices,  2,551,  or  31  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number,  were  received  from  the  city  of  Boston,  as  follows  : 
to  wit,  2,110  on  account  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital ;  270 
on  account  of  the  several  public  institutions,  viz.,  Austin 
Farm,  Charlestown  Almshouse,  the  small-pox  hospital,  the 
hospitals  at  Deer  Island  and  Rainsford  Island,  and  the 
Chard on-Street  Home  ;  and  the  residue,  102,  on  account  of 
persons  supported  at  their  homes. 

The  investigation  of  these  3,780  cases  under  notice  has 
required  6,727  visits  by  the  officers  of  the  department,  with 
the  result  that  in  463  cases  the  cities  and  towns  were  directed 
to  discontinue  aid  to  the  applicants  at  some  time  after  the 
receipt  of  the  notice,  in  most  cases  on  account  of  the  re- 
covery of  the  patient  sufficiently  to  permit  of  his  removal, 
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and  in  some  instances  for  other  reasons  learned  by  means  of 
the  visitation ;  in  115  other  cases  all  aid  was  refused, — in 
9 1  of  them  because  it  was  apparent  that  the  applicant  could 
have  been  removed,  without  danger  to  his  health,  to  the  State 
Almshouse,  and  in  24  of  them  for  other  reasons.  In  256 
cases  settlements  were  found  covering  430  persons,  and  aid 
was  accordingly  refused.  Among  the  3,000  sick  there  were 
345  deaths. 

The  number  of  bills  audited  on  account  of  the  Sick  State 
Poor  has  been  3,473,  of  which  1,981  were  for  cases  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  The  total  amount  claimed  in  these 
bills  was  $81,382.88  ;  the  amount  deducted  was  $38,087.25  ; 
and  the  amount  allowed  $43,295.63.  Of  these  amounts 
the  claims  presented  for  the  Boston  City  Hospital  were 
$45,554,  on  which  the  allowance  was  $17,477.87,  and  the 
deduction  was  $28,076.13. 

Contagious  Diseases. 
Of  the  3,780  notices  previously  mentioned   as   received 
concerning  the  Sick  State  Poor,  12  were  in  cases  of  small- 
pox, being  in  each  instance  for  a  single  individual.     Of  these, 
4  were  from  the  Board  of  Health  of  Boston,  1  from  Dalton, 

1  from  Granville,  3  from  Holyoke,  1  from  Huntington,  and 

2  from  Westfielcl.  One  settlement  was  found  and  one  case 
was  fatal.  No  bills  have  yet  been  received  under  these  no- 
tices. For  previous  cases  two  bills  have  been  audited  on 
which  the  claims  amounted  to  $18,  which  were  allowed  in 
full.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  have  reduced  the  esti- 
mate for  this  appropriation  to  $5,000,  which  is  likely  to  be 
ample. 

Wife  Settlement. 
The  number  of  notices  received  (under  Public  Statutes, 
chap.  86,  sect.  30)  in  cases  of  families  where  the  hus- 
band was  supposed  to  be  a  State  pauper  while  the  wife  and 
children  were  acknowledged  to  have  a  settlement  in  the  noti- 
fying city  or  town,  has  been  487,  received  from  37  cities  and 
towns.  These  figures  show  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  no- 
tices, as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  of  83,  or  a  little 
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more  than  one-seventh  ;  as  compared  with  the  year  1884—85 
a  decrease  of  194,  or  28.5  per  cent.,  and,  as  compared  with 
the  year  1883-84,  an  increase  of  53,  or  a  little  less  than  one- 
eighth.  Of  these  487  notices,  320  were  received  from  the 
city  of  Boston.  Eight  settlements  were  found,  so  that  the 
whole  number  supported  by  the  State  has  been  479,  of 
whom  125  were  sick.  The  number  of  visits  made  to  these 
cases  has  been  981,  and  as  a  result  of  this  visitation,  sugges- 
tion was  made  by  the  department  to  the  local  authorities 
that  aid  in  68  cases  should  be  discontinued,  and  in  5  cases 
all  aid  was  refused.  The  number  of  bills  audited  in  cases  of 
Wife  Settlement  has  been  574.  The  total  amount  returned 
as  expended  by  the  cities  and  towns  was  $10,053.87,  and  the 
amount  allowed  as  the  proper  proportion  for  support  of  the 
State  paupers  was  $4,275.27. 

Temporary  Aid. 

The  number  of  notices  received  (under  Public  Statutes, 
chap.  84,  sect.  18)  for  temporary  aid  to  poor  persons 
found  in  135  cities  and  towns,  has  been  1,783.  Of  these, 
the  largest  number,  373,  was  received  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, and  the  smallest  number,  72,  in  the  month  of  June. 
The  whole  number,  1,783,  is  almost  exactly  equal  to  the 
number  received  in  the  preceding  year,  being  only  11  more, 
and  shows  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  the  year  1884-85, 
of  about  16  per  cent.  ;  328  of  these  notices,  or  about  18  per 
cent.,  were  received  from  the  city  of  Boston.  The  number  of 
persons  covered  by  these  1,783  notices  was  7,394.  The  num- 
ber of  visits  made  was  1,869.  In  80  cases  settlements  were 
found  covering  301  persons.  After  visitation,  aid  was  ordered 
to  be  discontinued  in  204  cases,  and  in  48  cases  all  aid  was 
refused.  In  50  cases,  148  persons  were  ordered  to  to  be  sent 
to  the  State  Almshouse.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-six  persons 
were  removed  from  the  State,  of  whom  87  were  sent  to  other 
States,  51  to  the  British  Provinces,  and  118  to  various  countries 
i  n  Europe .  The  total  cost  of  this  transportation  was  $2,798.41, 
of  which  amount  $521.50  has  been  collected,  or  is  due  from 
the  United  States  Treasury,  leaving  the  net  cost  to  the  State 
$2,276.91,  or  an  average  of  about  $8.89  for  each  person. 
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The  number  of  other  bills  audited  on  account  of  Tem- 
porary Aid  has  been  1,539  ;  the  amount  claimed  was 
$11,181.64;  the  amount  deducted  $1,437.84;  and  the 
amount  allowed  $9,744.16;  making  the  whole  expenditure 
to  the  State  under  the  appropriation,  $12,021.07. 

Burials. 
The  number  of  bills  audited  during  the  year  for  burials 
(under  Public  Statutes,  chap.  84,  sect.  17),  has  been  850. 
The  amount  claimed  was  $6,895.92  ;  the  amount  deducted 
$969.06  ;  the  amount  allowed  $5,926.86. 

Cost. 
The  total  number  of  bills  audited  on  account  of  the  Sick 
State  Poor,  cases  of  Wife  Settlement,  Contagious  Diseases, 
Temporary  Aid,  Burials,  the  Massachusetts  Asylum,  Outside 
Foundlings,  Indigent  and  Neglected  Children,  and  extraor- 
dinary  cases  has  been  7,511.  The  amount  claimed  was 
$130,089.82;  the  amount  deducted  was  $47,427.77;  the 
amount  allowed  was  $82,662.05.*  If  to  this  amount  is  added 
the  cost  of  salaries  and  expenses  ($17,678.03),  the  entire 
amount  expended  or  allowed  by  the  department  becomes 
$100,340.08.     These  facts  appear  in  the  following  :  — 

Summary  of  the  Audit  for  1886-87. 


Bills. 

Claims. 

Allowance. 

Deduction. 

Boston  City  Hospital, 

1,981 

$45,554  00 

$17,477  87 

$28,076  13 

Other  eases, 

1,492 

35,828  88 

25,817  76 

10,011  12 

Total  for  the  Sick  Poor, 

3,473 

$81,382  88 

$43,295  63. 

$30,087  25 

Wife  settlement, 

574 

$10,053  87 

$4,275  27 

$5,778  60 

Contagious  diseases,  . 

2 

18  00 

18  00 

- 

Temporary  aid,  . 

1,539 

11,181  64 

9,744  16* 

1,437  48 

Burial,         .... 

850 

6.895  92 

5,926  86 

969  06 

Mass.  Infant  Asylum, 

261 

10,294  87 

9,139  49 

1,155  38 

Outside  foundlings,    . 

745 

9,672  69 

9,672  69 

_ 

Indigent  and  neglected 

chil  dren, .... 

55 

474  09 

474  09 

_ 

Extraordinary  cases, . 

12 

115  86 

115  S6 

- 

Total  Audit,    . 

7,511 

$130,089  82 

$82,662  05 

$47,427  77 

*  In  addition,  $2,276.91  was  paid  for  transportation,  as  mentioned  on  page  xliv. 
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Settlements. 

The  business  of  finding  local  settlements  for  persons 
reported  as  State  paupers,  is  done  by  the  Board  in  the  Out- 
Door  Department  as  well  as  by  the  special  settlement  officer 
of  the  In-Door  Department.  The  Act  of  1870,  which  abolished 
' '  all  settlements  acquired  by  virtue  of  any  provision  of  law  in 
force  prior  to  the  eleventh  day  of  February  in  the  year  1794," 
while  in  some  respects  it  simplified  the  finding  of  settlements, 
did  not  on  the  whole  make  it  any  easier  to  determine  those 
cases  of  real  difficulty  which  have  always  presented  them- 
selves under  our  complicated  statutes.  The  exceptions  to 
the  Act  of  1870,  taken  in  connection  with  the  operation  of 
divorce  laws  in  this  and  other  States,  have  introduced  a  new 
class  of  difficulties  ;  while  the  great  number  of  settlement 
cases  arising  for  decision  have  shown  peculiar  applications 
of  our  statutes  to  a  greater  extent  than  formerly.  The 
subsequent  Acts  of  1874  and  1879  did,  in  fact,  greatly 
simplify  theVork  of  finding  settlements,  especially  for  women 
and  their  children.  But  these  changes,  while  simplifying  the 
work,  have  increased  its  amount,  and  made  additional  service 
necessary  to  keep  up  with  the  accumulating  cases  presented 
to  the  notice  of  the  Board.  The  greatly  increased  number 
of  commitments  to  the  lunatic  hospitals  has  furnished  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  settlement  cases  ;  for  the  supervision 
exercised  by  this  Board  overall  the  insane  in  Massachusetts, 
of  necessity  brings  their  case  under  its  notice.  Moreover, 
the  pupils  committed  to  the  State  schools,  must  now  by  law 
have  their  settlement  investigated  if  the  State  is  to  be 
relieved  of  the  whole  burden  of  their  support.  Formerly, 
the  cities  and  towns  contributed  something  whether  there 
was  a  settlement  or  not ;  but  now  nothing  can  be  collected 
until  a  settlement  is  ascertained.  These  considerations  will 
explain  why  the  table  in  the  Appendix  concerning  settlements 
shows  so  many  investigations,  and  their  results.  It  appears 
that  500  settlements  were  determined  by  the  In-Door  De- 
partment during  the  year ;  that  in  130  cases  no  settlement 
could  bs  found  ;    and  that  more  than  201)  outstanding  cases 
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were  dropped  because  the  persons  involved  had  ceased  to  be 
supported,  or  there  had  been  some  defect  in  the  law,  so  that 
in  case  a  settlement  had  been  found,  no  obligation  to  pay 
money  would  have  rested  on  the  place  of  settlement.  This 
result  is  a  very  striking  one  and  confirms  the  opinion  here- 
tofore expressed  by  the  Board  of  the  importance  attaching 
to  the  Settlement  division  of  its  work. 

The  State  Chaeitable  Establishments. 
The    State    establishments  under  the  supervision    of  the 
Board  vary  in  character  and  may  be  thus  classified  :  — 

1.  Hospitals  for  the  Insane  (of  which  there  are  five). 

2.  Asylums  for  the  Insane  (of  which  there  are  three). 

3.  State  Almshouses  (of  which  there  is  but  one,  but  alms- 
house departments  are  also  maintained  at  two  other  estab- 
lishments). 

4.  State  Schools  (of  which  there  are  four). 

5.  A  State  Workhouse  (now  called  the  "  State  Farm"). 
There  would  thus  appear  to  be  fourteen  establishments ; 

but,  in  fact,  three  of  these  are  united  with  others,  so  that 
there  are  but  eleven  distinct  estates  on  which  buildings  are 
erected  for  the  beneficiaries  of  the  State.  These  are,  at 
Bridgewater  (railroad  station,  Titicut),  Danvers,  Lancaster, 
Monson  (railroad  station,  Palmer),  Northampton,  South 
Boston,  Taunton,  Tewksbury,  Westborough  (2),  and  Wor- 
cester, —  eleven  in  all,  or  twelve,  if  we  count  the  asylum 
farm  of  the  School  for  Feeble-Minded  at  Dover,  on  which  is 
a  farm-house  with  a  few  inmates.  The  separate  establish- 
ments themselves,  reckoning  the  Bridge wTater  and  Tewks- 
bury Asylums  for  the  Insane  as  parts  of  the  State  Farm  and 
State  Almshouse,  are  as  follows  :  — 

The  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester  —  Superintendent, 
John  GL  Park,  M.  D.  ;  including  the  Chronic  Asylum, — 
Superintendent,  H,  M.  Quinby,  M.  D.  ;  the  State  Lunatic 
Hospital,  Taunton  —  Superintendent,  J.  P.  Browm,  M.  D.  ; 
the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton  —  Superintendent, 
E.  B.  Nims,  M.  I).  ;  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Danvers  — 
Superintendent,  W.  A.   Gorton,  M.  D.  ;  the    Westborough 
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Insane  Hospital.  Westborough —  Superintendent,  N.  E. 
Paine,  M.  D.  ;  the  State  Almshouse,  Tewksbury —  Superin- 
tendent, C.  I.  Fisher,  M.  D.  ;  the  State  Farm,  Bridgewater, 
—  Superintendent,  H.  M.  Blaekstone  ;  the  State  Primary 
School,  Monson  —  Superintendent,  Amos  Andrews  ;  the 
Lyman  School  for  Boys,  Westborough — Superintendent, 
H.  E.  Swan;  the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls,  Lan- 
caster—  Superintendent,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Brackett ;  the  Massa- 
chusetts School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,  South  Boston  — 
Superintendent,  W.  E.  Fernald,  M.  D. 

The  live  hospitals  for  the  insane  have  been  built  by  the 
State  at  different  periods  since  the  Worcester  Hospital  was 
begun  in  1830  ;  the  time  of  opening  each  of  them  being  as 
follows  :  The  Worcester  Hospital  in  1833  (converted  into 
the  Worcester  Chronic  Asylum  in  1877)  ;  the  Taunton  Hos- 
pital in  1854;  the  Northampton  Hospital  in  1858  ;  the  new 
Worcester  Hospital  in  1877  ;  the  Danvers  Hospital  in  1878  ; 
and  the  Westborough  Hospital  in  December,  1886.  The 
hospitals  are  corporations,  managed  by  trustees  appointed 
by  the  State  —  the  Worcester  Asylum  being  managed  by  the 
trustees  of  the  hospital  which  formerly  occupied  the  asylum 
buildings  but  now  uses  the  new  structure  two  miles  east- 
ward. These  hospital  corporations  administer  all  their  affairs, 
and  their  income  consists  chiefly  of  the  price  of  board  paid  for 
the  patients,  the  State  ordinarily  making  no  appropriation 
except  for  the  board  of  its  own  pauper  patients  at  $3.25  a 
week.  The  main  income  of  the  hospitals,  therefore,  is  not 
drawn  from  the  State  Treasury  ;  indeed,  in  1887  less  than 
$170,000,  out  of  more  than  $650,000  income,  has  been  paid 
directly  by  the  State.  The  Idiot  School,  now  the  "Massa- 
chusetts School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  "  (which  is  its  legal 
title),  is  a  corporation  like  the  hospitals,  but  only  half  its 
trustees  are  appointed  by  the  State,  while  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  its  income  is  now  paid  from  the  State  Treasury. 
It  was  opened  experimentally  in  1848,  but  placed  on  its  pres- 
ent foundation  in  1886.  It  is  both  a  school  and  an  asylum  ; 
and,  from  the  nature  of  things,  the  asylum  branch  will  rela- 
tively increase.  It  has  lately  purchased  a  new  estate  in 
Waltham  for  $13,000. 
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The  three  establishments  at  Bridge  water,  Monson  and 
Tewksbury  were  originally  State  Almshouses,  and  were 
opened  in  1854.  In  1866  the  Bridge  water  Almshouse  was 
converted  into  a  Workhouse,  with  a  pauper  department,  and 
the  Monson  Almshouse  was  converted  into  a  Primary  School, 
with  a  pauper  department ;  while  to  the  Tewksbury  Alms- 
house was  added,  in  the  same  year,  an  Asylum  for  the  Chronic 
and  Harmless  Insane.  During  the  twenty-one  years  that  have 
followed,  great  changes  have  been  made  in  the  buildings  and 
the  government  of  these  establishments.  The  Bridgewater 
Workhouse  was  burned  in  1883  and  rebuilt  in  1884,  of  brick, 
in  a  much  better  manner,  and  with  a  more  complete  separa- 
tion of  its  almshouse  department  from  the  prison  wing. 
During  1886-87  a  new  brick  building  has  been  added,  dis- 
tinct from  both  the  workhouse  and  the  almshouse,  as  an 
asylum  for  insane  men  of  the  chronic  class.  At  Monson,  the 
almshouse  department  has  been  reduced  to  very  small  pro- 
portions, but  since  1876  the  Primary  School  has  been  used 
with  increasing  frequency  for  the  reception  of  children  sent 
by  the  courts,  either  as  petty  criminals,  or  as  neglected  chil- 
dren. The  old  wooden  buildings  of  1854  continue  to  be 
used,  but  with  many  changes  and  additions.  At  Tewksbury 
these  additions  have  been  so  great  that  the  buildings  of  1854 
make  less  than  a  third  of  the  whole  establishment.  All 
these  establishments  are  supported  wholly  from  the  State 
Treasury ;  but  two  of  them  —  at  Bridgewater  and  Tewks- 
bury—  have  been,  since  1864,  governed  by  a  single  board  of 
trustees  ;  while  the  third  —  Monson  —  has  been,  since  1879, 
united  with  the  Reform  Schools  at  Lancaster  and  Westbor- 
ough  under  another  board  of  trustees. 

These  Reform  Schools  are  two  of  three  which  formerly 
existed  under  the  control  of  the  State,  and  contain  constantly 
less  than  a  third  part  as  many  inmates  as  were  collected  in 
the  three  State  reformatories  twenty-one  years  ago.  The 
Westborough  School  was  opened  in  1848,  partly  burned 
down  in  1859,  and  enlarged  by  a  "Nautical  Branch"  in 
1860.  This  became  in  time  a  separate  school  on  board 
two  ships  (one  of  which  usually  kept  at  anchor  in  Boston 
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harbor  and  the  other  near  New  Bedford),  and  came  to  be 
known,  before  it  was  abolished,  simply  as  the  "Massa- 
chusetts Nautical  School."  Its  inmates  were  vicious  boys 
who  rather  grew  wTorse  by  association  with  each  other  than 
better  by  the  instruction  of  their  officers  ;  and  for  this  and 
other  reasons  the  school  ships  were  sold,  one  after  the  other, 
and  the  establishment  given  up  in  1872.  Fifty  of  the  re- 
maining boys  were  transferred  to  the  Westborough  School, 
where  they  did  something  to  injure  the  discipline  of  the 
younger  boys  ;  and  the  fact  that  older  boys  were  thence- 
forth committed  to  Westborough  gradually  demoralized  that 
school,  until  an  investigation,  following  a  disturbance,  led  to 
important  changes  of  management  in  1877.  Before  this  time 
workshops  and  a  prison  wing  had  been  built,  and  much 
money  was  expended  in  a  fruitless  effort  to  teach  the  boys 
useful  trades.  From  1879  onward  the  Westborough  School 
decreased  in  numbers  and  in  yearly  cost,  until  now  the  out- 
lay is  but  about  $25,000  a  year  for  current  expenses,  in- 
stead of  $65,000  as  in  1878.  It  has  also  changed  its  name 
and  reduced  the  age  at  which  boys  are  received,  none  older 
than  fifteen  being  now  admitted.  In  188(5  it  was  removed 
to  new  buildings  erected  in  1885-86  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $75,000,  while  the  old  buildings  and  farm  have  been  given 
up  to  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

The  Industrial  School  for  Girls  remains  on  the  estate 
where  it  first  opened  in  1856  ;  but  this  school  also  has  passed 
through  many  changes,  and  now  contains  but  about  half  as 
many  pupils  as  it  maintained  twenty-one  years  ago.  At  that 
time  the  girls  remained  longer  in  the  school,  and  did  not  go 
out  into  families  half  so  fast  as  of  late  years.  In  this  respect 
there  has  been  a  marked  change  since  the  present  board  of 
trustees  took  charge  of  the  school  in  1879.  The  younger 
boys  and  girls  now  go  to  the  Primary  School  at  Monson,  or 
are  placed  directly  in  families  ;  in  some  cases  also  they  go  to 
local  reformatories,  which  have  increased  in  number  within 
twenty  years. 
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The  Charitable   and   Reformatory  Establishments  in 

Detail. 

The  five  State  hospitals  for  the  insane  and  the  three 
asylums  for  the  chronic  insane  at  Bridgewater,  Tewksbury 
and  Worcester  will  be  considered  more  fully  in  the  chapter 
on  Lunacy.  They  are  mainly  charitable  establishments, 
nearly  or  quite  nine-tenths  of  their  inmates  being  paupers, 
as  indeed  all  the  inmates  of  the  three  asylums  —  nearly  900 
in  number  —  are.  They  occupy  and  possess  property  to 
the  amount  of  $4,750,000,  most  of  which  is  held  in  trust  by 
the  five  hospital  corporations  already  mentioned.  About 
$200,000  of  this  property  is  a  surplus  mainly  accrued  from 
the  difference  between  the  cost  of  supporting  the  patients 
and  the  price  of  board  allowed  by  law,  which  is  now  $3.25  a 
week  for  pauper  patients.  Before  1879  it  was  $3.50  a 
week ;  it  was  then  reduced  to  $3  a  week  for  a  year,  which, 
under  the  circumstances  might  have  been  found  sufficient, 
the  hospitals  all  being  crowded.  But  whenever  the  patients 
shall  be  so  distributed  as  not  to  crowd  any  hospital,  $3.25  a 
week  will  not  be  found  too  large.  At  the  Bridgewater  and 
Tewksbury  asylums  this  rate  is  not  paid,  and  the  weekly 
cost  does  not  exceed  $2.50. 

The  valuation  of  the  State  Almshouse  and  State  Work- 
house now  amounts  to  about  $814,000;  and  their  net 
expenditure  for  an  average  number  of  a  little  less  than  1,300 
inmates  during  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887,  has  been 
$145,000,  or  a  little  more  than  $2  a  week  for  each  inmate. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  average  valuation  for  each 
inmate  is  about  $640  in  these  two  establishments  ;  and  this 
may  be  taken  as  the  cost  of  providing  shelter  and  the  means 
of  comfort,  without  including  food,  direction,  medical  attend- 
ance, etc.  At  the  Taunton  Hospital  this  valuation  average 
is  $30  greater  for  each  inmate,  and  at  the  other  hospitals 
much  larger.  The  usual  tables  in  the  Appendix  give  details 
of  the  valuation  at  the  State  Almshouse  and  elsewhere  ;  and 
attention  is  called  to  the  large  increase  in  the  valuation  of 
personal  property  at  the  Almshouse  and  State  Farm  within 
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the  past  four  years.  The  valuation  of  the  State  Almshouse 
in  personal  property  September  30,  1883,  was  $127,820.84  ; 
it  is  now  $148,402.70,  showing  an  increase  of  nearly  $21,000. 
At  the  State  Workhouse  the  valuation  of  personal  property, 
September  30,  1883  (shortly  after  the  fire),  was  only  $22,- 
159.90  ;  but  this  has  now  increased  to  $70,276.03,  or  $48,000 
in  four  years. 

The  State  Almshouse  and  State  Farm. 
The  land  and  buildings  at  the  Tewksbury  Almshouse  are 
now  valued  at  a  little  less  than  $352,100.  At  the  State 
Farm  the  present  value  of  the  land  and  buildings  is  about 
$243,800,  having  been  increased  by  the  completion  of  the 
asylum  for  insane  men,  and  other  recent  buildings.  At 
Bridge  water  this  sum  represents  the  actual  cost,  nearly 
everything  being  new  ;  but  at  Tewksbury  the  actual  cost  of 
the  buildings  and  land  has  probably  exceeded  $450,000  at 
the  present  time,  allowance  being  made  in  the  valuation  for 
the  natural  depreciation  in  the  value  of  old  buildings.  The 
valuation  of  the  land  and  buildings  at  Tewksbury  twenty- 
one  years  ago  was  about  $150,000,  while  the  personal  prop- 
erty at  the  same  time  was  valued  at  about  $100,000.  The 
changes  in  the  distribution  of  the  inmates  among  the  differ- 
ent buildings  at  Tewksbury  have  been  so  great  that  the  old 
almshouse  structure  there,  which,  in  the  years  before  the 
war,  sometimes  sheltered  1,200  inmates,  now  contains  less 
than  300;  while  the  hospitals,  asylums,  etc.,  which  only 
began  to  be  built  about  twenty-one  years  ago,  now  contain 
more  than  700  inmates.  At  Bridgewater,  as  already  re- 
marked, the  buildings  are  entirely  new,  and  are  now  capable 
of  receiving  comfortably  about  200  prisoners  and  500  paupers, 
although  they  have  sometimes  been  crowded  so  as  to  contain 
in  all  750  inmates.  The  prison  wing  has  no  separate  hospi- 
tal, and  the  sick  prisoners  are  treated  in  the  same  hospital 
with  the  paupers,  which  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  smaller 
hospitals  in  the  State  establishments,  and  superior  both  in 
comfort  and  ventilation  to  the  men's  hospital  at  the  State 
Almshouse.     Some  of  the    insane    in    the    new    asylum    at 
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Bridgewater  are  also  treated  for  ordinary  maladies  in  this 
hospital.  The  insane  have  considerably  increased,  although 
the  whole  number  of  almshouse  inmates  has  been  less  than  in 
the  two  preceding  years.  This  is  because  the  insane  men 
who  were  temporarily  placed  at  Tewksbury  in  1885,  have 
continued  there  for  want  of  room  elsewhere,  while  the  insane 
women  in  the  asylum  building  have  been  increased  in  num- 
ber by  transfers  from  the  State  Hospitals.  There  would 
have  been  many  more  of  this  class  at  Tewksbury  if  none  of 
them  had  been  boarded  in  families  ;  but  it  has  been  found 
that  the  quiet  inmates  of  this  asylum  make  the  best  board- 
ers, and  therefore  nearly  fifty  have  been  removed  into  fami- 
lies. 

The  admissions  of  sane  persons  at  Tewksbury  have  included 
an  unusual  number  of  invalids  in  the  past  year,  so  that  the  hos- 
pitals there  have  generally  been  crowded.  Being  in  themselves 
defective,  these  hospital  buildings  have  been  less  satisfactory 
under  these  circumstances,  and  the  Board  has  had  frequent  oc- 
casion to  censure  the  hospital  management.  The  new  hospital 
for  women,  which  is  now  partly  occupied,  will  remove  some 
of  the  objections  made  by  us  to  the  hospital  treatment  at 
Tewksbury  ;  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  the  hos- 
pital standard  of  the  State  Almshouse  is  not  high  enough, 
and  that  greater  attention  is  required,  and  greater  expendi- 
ture needful  in  the  care  of  the  sick  poor,  who  are  received 
there.  This  will  require  better  buildings  on  the  men's  side 
of  the  quadrangle,  for  hospital  purposes  ;  but  the  position  of 
the  present  male  hospital  is  such  that  the  proposed  new 
structure  cannot  stand  facing  the  new  women's  hospital 
unless  the  old  brick  one-story  hospital  is  removed.  In  our 
opinion  it  should  be  retained,  and  used  for  old  men  and 
casual  comers  during  the  winter,  for  which  it  is  well  suited ; 
and  the  new  men's  hospital  should  stand  on  the  higher 
ground  east  of  the  Insane  Asylum.  The  women's  hospital 
has  been  well  built,  and  is  specially  commendable  for  its 
thorough  ventilation  ;  its  cost,  also,  has  been  within  the 
estimates.  It  will  serve  as  a  model  for  the  men's  hos- 
pital. 
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Most  of  the  children  avIio  appear  in  the  State  establish- 
ments (except  those  sent  by  the  courts  or  by  this  Board 
directly  to  the  State  Schools),  are  first  admitted  at  Tewks- 
bury,  although  a  few  are  received  at  Bridgewater  from  the 
cities  of  Bristol  County.  The  number  of  births  at  Tewks- 
bury  has  been  a  little  smaller  than  for  some  years  past,  and 
the  mortality  among  the  almshouse  children  is  very  small, 
as  for  several  past  years.  The  whole  number  of  children 
under  ten  in  the  two  establishments,  at  Tewksbury  and 
Bridgewater,  was  last  year  more  than  350,  including  about 
90  births,  and  the  deaths  under  ten  years  were  only  28. 

This  should  be  mentioned,  because  there  were  years  pre- 
vious to  the  establishment  of  this  Board,  when  the  deaths  of 
children  under  ten  exceeded  250  in  a  year,  and  when  more 
than  100  children  under  one  year  old  died  there.  The 
largest  mortality  of  this  kind  at  Tewksbury  was  in  1879, 
when  128  infants  died,  and  the  deaths  under  ten  were  151. 
The  present  Board,  as  soon  as  possible  after  its  establishment 
in  July,  1879,  took  measures  to  diminish  this  extreme  infant 
mortality ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  present  system  of 
carino;  for  foundling  and  neglected  infants  came  into  existence. 
The  result  has  been  a  saving  of  infant  life  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  as  will  appear  hereafter  in  this  Report. 

In  connection  with  the  new  hospital  for  women,  a  better 
system  of  heating  has  been  adopted  at  Tewksbury,  and  all 
the  buildings  are  to  be  lighted  by  electricity.  Other  im- 
provements have  been  made  in  the  buildings,  and  provision 
has  been  secured  for  the  discipline  of  inmates,  hitherto  quite 
faulty,  by  building  a  few  cells  for  separate  confinement. 
These  changes  principally  affect  the  quarters  of  the  women 
and  children,  who,  however,  are  usually  nearly  two-thirds 
of  the  almshouse  population.  A  corresponding  improve- 
ment in  the  buildings  for  men  ought  to  be  made  the  present 
year,  as  above  indicated. 


1888.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.   17.  lv 


THE    LANCASTER    AND    WESTBOROUGH     SCHOOLS. 


The  State  Primary  and  Reform  Schools. 

These  schools,  under  the  charge  of  a  single  Board  of 
Trustees,  are  still  diminishing  in  the  number  of  their  in- 
mates, and  should  therefore  decrease  their  actual  cost  to 
the  State.  The  yearly  appropriation  for  the  schools  at 
VYestborough  and  Lancaster,  which  was  $90,500  in  1878, 
was  less  than  $50,000  in  1887,  and  need  be  no  more  than 
$48,000  this  year,  if  only  the  strictly  current  expenses 
of  these  two  schools  are  provided  for.  The  annual  ap- 
propriations for  1886  and  1887  have  been  largely  drawn 
upon  for  improvements  and  repairs.  The  sum  just  named 
($48,000)  would  be  a  smaller  appropriation  than  has  been 
made  since  1855,  when  it  was  about  $45,000.  Excluding 
extraordinary  expenses,  which  should  be  met,  if  at  all,  by 
special  appropriations,  the  necessary  current  expenses  for 
1888,  could  be  brought  within  $48,000  for  an  average  num- 
ber of  200  boys  and  girls :  and  this  would  allow  about 
$4.60  a  week  for  each  pupil.  The  present  number  at  the 
two  schools  is  about  208,  and  it  may  average  200  in  1888, 
since  the  Trustees  have  adopted  a  policy  of  detaining  boys 
in  the  Lyman  School  longer  than  was  formerly  done. 

At  the  State  Primary  School  the  average  number  is  con- 
siderably decreasing  from  various  causes,  one  of  which  is 
the  useful  and  successful  policy  of  boarding  the  younger 
children  in  families  for  a  sum  less  than  the  moderate  cost 
of  supporting  them  at  Monson,  and  little  more  than  a 
third  part  of  the  cost  of  their  support  at  Lancaster  or 
Westborough.  This  policy  could  be  farther  extended,  and 
would  prove  economical  to  the  State,  as  well  as  beneficial  to 
the  children.  The  Monson  establishment  was  originally  a 
State  almshouse,  similar  to  those  at  Bridgewater  and  Tewks- 
bury,  but  from  the  first  was  specially  devoted  to  the  educa- 
tion of  poor  children,  who  came  to  it  chiefly  from  the  other 
State  almshouses  by  transfer.  But  the  Primary  School  now 
draws  its  pupils  directly  from  the  cities  and  towns  through 
the  courts,  more  than  from  the  State  almshouses  ;  which  for 
the  past  two  years  have  sent  but  little  more  than  100  chil- 
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dren  to  Monson,  while  from  the  courts  and  other  sources 
have  come  more  than  140,  besides  those  returning  from  fami- 
lies in  which  they  have  been  placed.  The  whole  number  of 
children  at  Monson  during  the  past  year  has  been  less  than  550, 
while  the  number  for  whom  board  was  paid  in  families  has 
averaged  more  than  35.  Of  the  children  remaining  on  the 
first  of  October,  310  in  number,  not  less  than  104  were  sent 
in  by  the  courts  ;  but  most  of  these  are  children  who  have 
not  committed  serious  offences,  and  do  not  differ  materially 
in  character  from  those  received  by  transfer  from  Tewks- 
burv.  The  whole  number  of  children  and  adults  supported 
at  Monson  during  the  last  twelve  months,  does  not  exceed 
r>62,  while  in  1885,  it  was  636.  Of  this  whole  number,  less 
than  30  were  adults,  of  whom  only  16  remained  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  most  of  them  being  mothers  of  children  in  the 
school.  The  number  of  young  children  boarding  in  families, 
from  the  school,  was  33  on  the  first  of  October,  and  during 
the  year  had  exceeded  50,  less  than  half  of  whom  had  resided 
at  the  school  within  twelve  months.  The  whole  number  of 
different  persons  connected  with  the  establishment  as  inmates 
or  boarders  was  therefore  a  little  more  than  600  ;  the  average 
number  at  the  establishment  and  in  boarding-places  having 
been  less  than  370.  During  the  years  first  following  the 
opening  of  the  Primary  School  in  1866,  the  whole  number 
at  Monson  was  three  times  as  great;  being  in  1866  more 
than  1,700,  in  1867  1,800,  and  in  1868  2,(300.  The  ave- 
rage number  in  1868  was  nearly  650,  or  more  than  the  whole 
number  in  any  recent  year ;  and  the  number  of  adults  then 
averaged  more  than  140.  This  great  reduction  during  twenty 
years  has  been  mainly  caused  by  changes  in  the  law  of  settle- 
ment since  1868,  and  by  the  practice  of  placing  young  chil- 
dren in  private  families  under  State  supervision.  The  annual 
appropriation  for  the  Primary  School  was  $60,000  in  1867, 
and  $58,300  as  recently  as  1878  ;  the  appropriation  in  1887 
wis  854,000,  and  need  not  exceed  $52,000  for  current  ex- 
penses the  present  year. 

At  the  State  Reformatories  the  decrease  in  numbers  since 
1866   has   been   even    greater,   and   the   average   number   of 
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pupils  there  is  now  less  than  one-third  of  the  average  in  the 
three  State  Reformatories  twenty-two  years  ago.  On  the  first 
of  October,  1866,  there  were  603  boys  at  Westborough  and  the 
schoolships,  and  140  girls  at  Lancaster, — in  all,  therefore, 
743  pupils  at  the  State  Reformatories,  which  now  contain 
less  than  200  pupils.  The  net  expenses  of  these  reforma- 
tories in  1867  were  $131,600;  in  1887  they  have  been  less 
than  $48,000, — a  reduction  due  chiefly  to  the  system  of 
placing  and  visiting  children,  and  amounting,  after  twenty 
years,  to  $84,000  a  year.  The  cash  earnings  at  West- 
borough  and  Lancaster  for  1887  have  been  about  $1,800; 
they  do  not  diminish  the  sums  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but 
reimburse  the  State  to  that  extent.  The  earnings  have  been 
much  less  for  the  past  two  years  than  formerly,  and  they  can 
hardly  be  so  large  on  the  present  farm  of  the  Lyman  School 
as  they  were  on  the  larger  and  better  farm  now  occupied  by 
the  Westborough  Hospital.  The  State  also  receives  some 
reimbursement  from  the  cities  and  towns  for  pupils  at  the 
State  Reformatories.  This  sum  last  year  exceeded  $3,255, 
and  reduced  the  net  cost  to  the  State  of  these  two  schools 
below  $45,000.  The  whole  reimbursement  at  the  Monson 
School  was  not  quite  $1,600,  so  that  the  actual  net  cost  at 
these  three  schools  was  less  than  $98,000  ;  whereas,  in  1867, 
it  exceeded  $180,000. 

The  State  Primary  School. 

Amos  Andrews,  Superintendent. 

The  management  of  the  Monson  establishment  remains  in 
the  judicious  hands  of  Mr.  Andrews,  who  has  been  Superin- 
tendent for  the  last  three  years.  He  has  made  some  repairs 
on  the  old  buildings  during  the  year,  and  proposes  others 
for  1888.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  of  the  construction 
and  general  arrangement  of  the  old  wooden  buildings  at 
Monson,  the  Trustees  suggest  that  the  present  structure  be 
rearranged,  and  new  buildings  substituted  for  some  portion 
of  the  old  almshouse  quarters,  so  as  to  promote  a  family 
classification,  guard  against  the  present  great  risk  of  a  gen- 
eral conflagration,  and  adapt  the  buildings  to  their  present 
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use,  for  the  care  and  education  of  young  children.  This  is 
a  timely  suggestion  ;  for  the  present  buildings  are  larger 
than  is  necessary,  and  would  be  rapidly  swept  away  by  a 
fire,  as  were  the  similar  buildings  at  Bridge  water  in  1883. 
It  is  not  likely  that  the  average  population  of  the  Monson 
establishment  will  hereafter  much  exceed  300,  while  the 
buildings  are  large  enough  for  700,  and  have  sometimes 
given  shelter  to  1,000.  They  could  be  cut  apart  and  par- 
tially removed,  so  as  to  check  the  risk  from  fire,  and  at  the 
same  time  better  school-rooms  and  work-rooms  could  be 
provided,  with  a  more  suitable  division  of  the  inmates  by 
age  and  sex  than  is  now  possible.  It  is  proposed  to  place 
children  in  families  without  the  payment  of  board,  at  a 
younger  age  than  is  now  practised ;  and  this  would  dimin- 
ish the  average  number  of  residents  more  than  the  board- 
ing-out of  young  children  has  yet  done.  The  schools  at 
Monson,  which  have  long  been  taught  entirely  by  women, 
are  in  excellent  condition,  considering  the  material  with  which 
they  deal ;  are  well  graded  and  carefully  taught. 

The  Lyman  School  at    Westborough. 

Henry  E.  Swan,  Superintendent. 

It  is  only  within  the  past  month  of  December  that  all  the 
buildings  of  the  new  establishment  for  this  school,  including 
the  Willow  Park  family  house,  have  been  completed  so  as  to 
be  occupied  both  for  school  instruction  and  mechanical  work. 
At  present  the  boys  make  up  four  families,  averaging  a  little 
more  than  30  in  each  ;  but  not  equally  distributed.  At  the 
main  building  there  are  more  than  40,  and  at  Maple  Cottage 
only  24.  In  each  building  there  is  a  school  and  a  work- 
shop ;  but  the  laundry-work  is  now  all  done  at  the  main 
building,  where  also  the  chief  officers  reside.  Much  has 
been  done  during  the  past  year  to  improve  the  farm  and 
grounds  as  well  as  the  newly  purchased  buildings  known  as 
Willow  Park.  The  latter  are  more  conveniently  situated 
than  any  other  portion  of  the  establishment,  and  are  better 
supplied  with  water  for  fire  protection  than  the  costlier 
houses  on  the  hilltop  can  be.     The  farm  has  been  slightly  en- 
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larged,  and  now  contains  nearly  100  acres.  The  reported 
valuation  of  land  and  buildings  is  $83,600,  which  is  some- 
thing less  than  their  cost  to  the  State.  The  personal  prop- 
erty is  valued  at  nearly  as  much  ($83,000) ,  but  this  includes 
the  large  funded  property  of  the  school,  now  amounting  to 
more  than  $56,000.  At  the  old  establishment,  where  the 
hospital  now  is,  the  personal  property,  exclusive  of  funds, 
used  to  be  valued  at  more  than  $50,000  ;  but  the  pupils  are 
far  better  provided  for  with  the  present  arrangement  than 
they  were  at  that  time,  —  much  of  the  furniture  being 
new,  and  more  suitable  to  its  use. 

The  whole  number  of  different  boys  in  the  Lyman  School 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  October  first  was  198,  and 
the  average  number  105,  or  12  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
They  were  chiefly  employed  both  years  in  farm  work  and 
other  out-door  labor,  but  it  is  proposed  to  do  in-door  work 
to  a  greater  extent  this  year.  The  new  commitments  during 
1887  were  93,  and  besides  these,  there  were  31  boys  who 
had  previously  been  committed  and  returned  during  the 
year.  The  number  placed  in  families  or  returned  to  their 
own  homes  during  the  year  was  80  ;  4  were  sent  to  penal 
institutions  and  5  eloped.  The  number  of  new  commit- 
ments was  somewhat  larger  than  for  some  years  past  (93), 
but  much  less  than  in  the  years  preceding  1880.  The  com- 
mitments may  slightly  increase  hereafter,  but  it  is  not  rea- 
sonable to  expect  that  the  new  buildings  will  be  insufficient 
for  those  who  ought  to  be  retained  for  some  years  to  come. 
The  management  of  the  school  is  satisfactory,  and  the  freer 
family  system  now  prevailing  is  an  improvement  on  the 
mixed  system  at  the  old  establishment.  The  annual  cost, 
however,  is  large  and  should  be  reduced  as  much  as  possible. 
Above  all,  the  practice  of  making  large  outlays  for  construc- 
tion from  the  current  expense  appropriation  should  be  dis- 
continued. This  Board  would  also  recommend  that  the 
best  terms  possible  be  made  with  parties  obtaining  boys 
from  the  School,  and  that  all  wages  thus  earned  shall  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  boys,  — to  be  paid  to  them  whenever  they 
attain  their  majority,  or  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board. 
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The  State  Industrial  School  at  Lancaster. 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Brackett,  Superintendent. 

The  immediate  management  of  this  school  also  is  satisfac- 
tory, for  the  Superintendent  is  economical,  painstaking  and 
judicious.  In  entirely  harmonious  relations  with  the  Trus- 
tees, she  has  carried  out  their  wishes  and  plans  to  the  full 
extent  of  her  ability.  This  Board  is,  however,  convinced 
that,  in  the  desire  to  give  all  girls  under  their  charge  the 
benefit  of  family  life,  to  supplement  the  discipline  of  the 
School,  the  Trustees  have  erred  in  judgment,  while  exercising 
to  the  full  extent  the  power  given  them  by  law  (Public 
Statutes,  Chap.  89),  and  have  placed  out  girls  who  were 
unfit  for  family  life  ;  and  we  must  insist  that  greater  caution 
be  used  in  placing  out  those  who  are  known  to  have  been 
unchaste  before  commitment  to  the  school ;  and  that  none 
such  be  placed  in  families  without  a  full  understanding  on 
the  part  of  employers  of  the  necessity  of  watchfulness  over 
girls  who  have  once  lost  character,  or  who  may  be  open 
to  temptation  from  those  wicked  enough  to  take  advantage 
of  their  weakness.  The  girls  themselves  may  exert  an 
evil  influence  if  not  properly  restrained  and  overlooked. 
There  have  been  more  cases  of  wrong-doing  among  those 
placed  out  last  year  than  for  many  previous  years,  and, 
could  the  results  have  been  foreseen,  there  is  little  doubt 
that  other  provision  would  have  been  made  for  girls  of  this 
character.  Several  of  these  cases  were  girls  of  feeble  minds, 
—  examples  of  the  class  for  which  the  custodial  institution, 
recommended  in  another  part  of  this  report,  is  so  much 
needed.  For  the  training  of  the  Industrial  School  is  too  expen- 
sive to  be  wasted  upon  girls  who  are  incapable  of  protecting 
themselves  from  wrong  when  free  from  restraint ;  who  can- 
not justly  be  held  responsible  for  their  misdeeds,  and  who 
should  not  be  punished  like  criminals.  Neither  should  the 
School  be  made  an  asylum  for  these  defective  ones ;  and 
until  such  an  institution  as  that  recommended  can  be  estab- 
lished, this  Board  would  advise  the  Trustees  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  power  given  in  Public  Statutes,  Chap.  89,  sect. 
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45,  and  discharge  to  parents  or  guardians  such  girls  as  are 
unfit  subjects  for  the  School,  and  equally  unfit  for  placing  in 
families,  or  "  who  ought  for  any  cause  to  be  removed  from 
the  School."  Nor  can  this  Board  be  responsible  for  those 
exceptionally  depraved,  more  than  for  the  feeble-minded. 
For  the  latter  a  remedy  has  been  proposed.  For  the  former 
(the  exceptionally  depraved),  the  Public  Statutes,  Chap.  89, 
sect.  47,  provide  for  their  transfer,  at  the  request  of  the 
Trustees,  by  the  Prison  Commissioners,  to  the  Reformatory 
Prison  at  Sherborn,  together  with  the  mittimus  upon  which 
they  were  committed  to  the  Industrial  School.  Since  the 
passage  of  this  law  in  1880,  the  Trustees  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  its  provisions  by  transferring  an  average  of  six  girls 
a  year. 

Although  there  have  undoubtedly  been  girls  committed  to 
the  Industrial  School  for  whom  the  discipline  at  Sherborn 
would  have  been  better  suited,  the  Trustees  can  hardly  be 
censured  for  having  continued  to  them  for  a  time  the  oppor- 
tunity given  by  the  courts  to  reform,  without  the  added 
stigma  of  prison  life.  They  have  stated  in  their  last  annual 
report  that,  as  a  rule,  girls  committed  over  sixteen  have 
failed  to  do  so  well  as  those  under  that  age ;  but  they  do  not 
recommend  a  change  in  the  law  limiting  the  age.  This 
Board  differs  with  the  Trustees  on  this  point,  and  would  be 
glad  to  see  the  courts  make  other  provision  for  girls  over 
sixteen,  except  in  cases  promising  enough  to  warrant  their 
commitment  to  the  Industrial  School. 

The  whole  number  of  different  girls  at  Lancaster  during 
the  year  ending  October  1,  1887,  was  152,  of  whom  70  were 
in  the  School  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Twenty-eight 
of  these  girls  were  placed  out  and  recommitted,  and  among 
110  girls  who  were  admitted  during  the  year  there  were  30 
re-admissions.  The  girls  who  had  but  one  admission  were 
88  ;  those  who  had  been  twice  admitted  or  oftener  were  64. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  58  out  of  the  whole  152  remained  in 
the  School,  57  were  living  in  known  families,  besides  6  with 
their  friends  ;  10  had  run  away  and  were  not  found,  5  were 
in  prisons  or  almshouses,   6  were  married  within  the  year, 
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1  had  died,  3  had  become  of  age,  and  5  were  discharged 
from  custody  for  other  reasons.  Each  of  these  152  girls  cost 
the  State  during  the  year  $108.50,  and  the  average  weekly 
cost  reported  by  the  Superintendent  was  $5.21.  Of 
those  who  are  recorded  as  behaving  badly  during  the 
year,  from  September  30,  1886,  to  September  30,  1887, 
eight  have  borne  illegitimate  children.  Two  of  these  were 
pregnant  when  committed, ^and  for  these  neither  School  nor 
Board  can  be  responsible, — three,  who  were  dull  and  unfit 
for  the  School,  had  been  for  some  time  on  probation  with 
their  parents ;  while  three  were  in  homes  approved  by  the 
Auxiliary  Visitors  of  this  Board.  For  these  no  excuses  can 
be  made  like  those  applying  to  the  three  named  above. 
The  Board,  in  noting  these  failures,  would  not  appear  to 
ignore  the  success  which  they  know  has  attended  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  girls  in  the  care  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
State  Schools.  But  ours  is  a  supervising  Board  and  must 
watchfully  guard  against  a  policy  which,  directed  to  save 
the  individual,  may  do  harm  to  the  many. 

The  water  supply  has  been  enlarged  here,  by  the  use  of  an 
appropriation  made  in  1887,  and  the  drainage  has  been  re- 
constructed. An  expense  for  piping  and  plumbing  has  thus 
been  incurred,  which  will  need  to  be  met  by  a  small  appro- 
priation. 

The  Massachusetts  School  for  the  .Feeble-Minded. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  Walter  E.  Fernald. 

We  have  elsewhere  recommended  that  this  establishment, 
now  growing  large  and  important,  should  be  put  under  direct 
State  control,  like  the  lunatic  hospitals.  During  the  year  it 
has  changed  its  Superintendent,  in  consequence  of  the  ill 
health  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  is  now  under  the  direction  of  a 
specialist  in  mental  diseases,  who  has  had  experience  in  a 
lunatic  hospital.  This  will  enable  him  to  furnish  better 
asylum  treatment  for  the  custodial  cases  in  the  school,  whose 
number  every  year  increases.  At  the  close  of  the  year  end- 
ing October  1,  1886,  there  were  151  inmates  of  this  institu- 
tion, of  whom  92,  or  61  per  cent.,  were  school  pupils.     A 
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year  later,  October  1,  1887,  the  whole  number  had  grown  to 
193,  of  whom  113,  or  58  per  cent.,  were  reported  as  pupils. 
The  custodial  or  asylum  cases  had  increased  from  59  to  80, 
or  more  than  38  per  cent.,  while  the  school  cases  had  only 
gained  23  per  cent.  This  relative  increase  of  asylum  cases 
will  naturally  go  on  until  the  majority  of  the  inmates  will  be 
asylum  cases  ;  indeed,  Dr.  Fernald,  the  new  Superintend- 
ent, reports  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  applications 
for  admission  in  the  past  year  have  been  asylum  cases. 
Moreover,  the  main  increase  of  such  cases  is  among  those 
having  local  settlements ;  for  55  city  and  town  cases  now 
appear,  where  only  39  were  found  last  year,  — a  gain  of  16, 
while  the  State  cases  of  the  same  class  only  gained  8  in 
number.  The  private  pupils  have  a  little  increased,  and  the 
inmates  supported  by  other  States  than  Massachusetts  have 
slightly  decreased  and  will  fall  away  still  more  in  future. 
The  School  current  expenses  have  exceeded  $40,000,  which, 
for  an  average  number  of  179  inmates,  exceeds  $4  a  week. 
The  rate  fixed  for  support  alone  is  $3.25,  which,  if  all  bills 
are  paid,  brings  in  more  than  $10,000  a  year  from  the  State 
and  the  municipalities.  In  addition,  the  State  now  pays 
outright  $25,000  a  year;  so  that,  of  the  $40,000  annually 
expended  for  support  and  instruction,  the  taxpayers  of 
Massachusetts  contribute  about  nine-tenths.  It,  therefore, 
seems  reasonable  that  the  State  should  assume  control  of 
the  institution,  as  it  does  in  case  of  the  lunatic  hospitals, 
where  less  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  yearly  income  is  drawn 
from  the  State  treasury,  and  only  five-sixths  from  the  tax- 
payers of  Massachusetts. 

The  change  of  superintendents,  which  took  place  last 
summer,  has  resulted  in  giving  the  institution  an  efficient 
head,  and  the  improvements  made  by  Dr.  Fernald  in  the 
details  of  management  are  now  quite  evident.  The  funds 
of  the  School  have  somewhat  increased  and  now  amount  to 
$31,000.  The  high  standard  of  instruction  and  general  care 
has  been  fully  maintained,  and  no  State  establishment  gives 
more  pleasure  to  the  philanthropic  visitor,  —  disagreeable 
and  discouraging  as  are   some    features  of  the   work    done 
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here.  A  suitable  estate  for  a  new  establishment  has  been 
purchased  at  Walthani,  some  nine  miles  from  Boston,  and 
quite  near  the  proposed  location  of  the  McLean  Asylum, 
—  when  that  shall  be  rebuilt.  The  Howe  Farm  at  Dover, 
which  is  now  the  home  of  about  twenty  boys  and  young  men, 
will  probably  be  sold  in  a  few  years,  unless  it  should  be  taken 
for  an  inebriate  asylum,  or  for  some  other  use  by  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  cost  of  the  Walthani  purchase  was  nearly 
$13,000,  and  the  State  will  now  be  asked  to  appropriate 
money  for  new  buildings. 

Early  in  September  a  letter  was  received  from  Mrs.  den- 
dower  Evans,  a  Trustee  of  the  State  Primary  and  Keforni 
schools,  asking  that  a  committee  from  this  Board  be  ap- 
pointed to  meet  members  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State 
schools  and  Mrs.  Josephine  Shaw  Lowell,  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Board  of  Charities,  "  to  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  establishing  an  institution  as  a  refuge  for  feeble- 
minded young  women."  The  committee  named  on  page  xiii 
was  appointed  and  the  conference  was  held.  The  subject  of 
a  custodial  institution  for  the  class  referred  to  was  considered, 
after  an  account  had  been  given  by  Mrs.  Lowell  of  one  which 
had  been  established  in  central  New  York.  The  history  of 
the  movement  from  the  beginning,  the  rapid  tilling  of  the 
quarters  first  assigned  (making  it  necessary  to  provide  largely 
increased  accommodations  afforded  by  the  buildings  now  oc- 
cupied at  Newark,  X.  Y.),  together  with  the  cost  of  support 
and  the  means  used  to  secure  restraint,  without  making  it  in 
any  sense  a  penal  institution,  were  stated,  and  excited  much 
interest.  In  the  belief  that  the  subject  required  further 
attention  another  meeting  was  held,  which  Mrs.  Lowell 
again  kindly  consented  to  attend,  and  at  which  committees 
from  this  Board,  from  the  Trustees  of  the  State  schools  and 
from  the  Trustees  of  the  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  were 
present.  No  difference  of  opinion  was  expressed  as  to  the 
need  of  such  an  institution,  —  all  agreeing  that  the  State 
schools,  the  town  almshouses  and  the  outside  community  all 
contained  many  who  are  legitimate  subjects  of  such  a  plan  of 
restraint.     The  belief  was  expressed  that  a  condition  exists 
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in  Massachusetts  differing  only  in  degree  from  that  brought 
to  light  by  the  investigation  in  New  York,  and  afterwards 
made  known  to  the  public  by  Dr.  Hoyt  in  his  report  on 
"  Pauperism,"  sent  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State  in  1877. 
Discussion  upon  the  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  followed. 
The  desirableness  of  connecting  a  department  for  this  class 
with  the  present  School  for  Feeble-Minded,  the  objections 
to  a  new  institution  by  itself  and  the  still  stronger  objections 
to  any  but  a  State  institution,  — a  work  which  must  depend 
mainly  for  support  upon  appropriations  from  the  State 
treasury, — all  these,  with  kindred  matters,  were  consid- 
ered, but  no  united  action  of  any  kind  was  taken  at  that 
time.  Some  difference  of  opinion  having  arisen  as  to  the 
numbers  requiring  the  restraint  proposed,  in  order  that  the 
community  might  be  protected  from  the  evils  attendant 
upon  their  liberty,  it  was  decided  that  circulars  should 
be  addressed  by  a  committee  of  this  Board  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  making  certain  inquiries,  to  which  immediate 
answers  were  requested.  The  responses  from  300  towns 
brought  to  light  the  fact  that  there  were  more  than  200 
feeble-minded  women  and  girls  in  these  almshouses,  three- 
fourths  being  of  American  birth.  Of  this  number  about  40 
were  known  to  have  borne  illegitimate  children,  in  several 
cases  more  than  one  child,  —  in  a  few  instances  three  or 
four,  —  while  in  others  the  overseer  was  unable  to  ascertain 
whether  they  had  or  had  not  borne  illegitimate  children. 
The  cases  were  not  infrequent  where  two  or  three,  —  and,  in 
one  instance,  four  generations  of  the  same  family  had  been 
inmates  of  the  same  almshouse.  Although  a  note  was 
attached  to  the  circular  stating  that  ' '  feeble-minded  "  was 
in  no  sense  to  be  confounded  with  "  insane,"  there  is  no 
doubt  that  some  classed  in  other  records  as  ' '  insane  "  were 
included  in  the  number  given  in  the  answers,  and  that  many 
of  those  enumerated  as  "  feeble-minded  "  were  beyond  the 
limit  of  age  suggested  for  the  inmates  of  the  proposed  insti- 
tution. Notwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  certain  that,  in- 
cluding the  numbers  known  to  be  "  feeble-minded,"  in 
contradistinction   to  "  insane,"  in   the    schools    at   Monson 
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and  Lancaster,  those  now  in  the  town  almshouses  (not  all 
of  which  were  heard  from) ,  together  with  those  permitted  to 
go  at  large  and  of  an  age  requiring  restraint,  — there  would 
be  a  large  number  of  subjects  for  an  institution  by  itself,  or 
for  a  department  of  some  existing  institution, — whichever 
provision  should  be  made  for  them. 

Of  the  whole  number  given  in  the  answers  to  the  circulars 
hardly  a  half-dozen  were  recorded  as  being  able  to  earn  self- 
support,  and  in  very  few  instances  partial  support,  and  not  one 
as  able  to  protect  herself  from  vicious  and  unprincipled  men, 
if  allowed  freedom  from  restraint.  Although  this  statement 
was  made  without  qualification,  it  appears  that  these  defence- 
less women  are  often  allowed  to  make  the  attempt  at  self- 
support,  with  what  result  may  easily  be  imagined. 

Nearly  all  the  evils  of  poverty  come  with  an  inheritance 
of  feeble-mindedness,  vicious  tendencies  and  crime,  and  the 
cost  to  the  community  of  two,  three,  even  four  generations 
of  illegitimate  paupers,  in  the  numerous  instances  recorded 
in  this  State,  is  too  well  known  to  need  more  than  mention. 
The  conclusion  which  must  inevitably  be  reached,  after 
inquiries  of  this  kind,  is  that  measures  should  be  taken  to 
hinder  the  increase  of  imbeciles  and  criminals,  and  to  this 
end  the  subject  is  referred  by  this  Board  to  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature,  with  the  recommendation  which  elsewhere 
appears. 

The    Massachusetts   Infant   Asylum. 

We  have  not  reported  in  detail  concerning  this  excellent 
private  charity  which  the  State  has  now  aided  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  because  no  control  of  its  affairs  is  exercised 
by  the  State,  or  desired  by  either  party.  The  infants  sent 
to  it  by  this  Board  are  received  and  cared  for  as  we  would 
desire,  and  their  board  is  paid  according  to  an  arrangement 
believed  to  be  just  and  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  An  insti- 
tution, somewhat  resembling  this  Asylum,  but  receiving  older 
children,  —  the  Hospital  Cottages  at  Baldwinsville,  was  last 
year  aided  by  the  State  with  an  appropriation  of  $10,000, 
and  two  State  Trustees  have  been  appointed.     Two  or  three 
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State  patients  are  now  maintained  there  ;  others  will  be  sent 
from  time  to  time,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  made 
for  State  patients  by  section  4  of  chapter  441  of  the  Acts 
of  1887.  But  this  Board  approves,  as  elsewhere  set  forth, 
of  a  mode  of  providing  for  such  cases  different  from  that  of 
gifts  to  private  corporations,  of  which  the  Act  cited  is  the 
most  recent  example. 

The  State  Establishments  as  a  Whole  and  their  Inmates. 
Notwithstanding  the  diverse  character  of  the  State  estab- 
lishments already  named  and  described,  they  are  all  in  the 
strictest  sense  charitable,  and  make  up  a  system  of  in-door 
State  charities  such  as  few  communities  maintain.  This  is 
specially  true  of  the  State  lunatic  hospitals,  upon  the  build- 
ings and  equipment  of  which  the  State  has  expended  within 
the  last  half  century  not  less  than  $5,500,000,  the  interest 
on  which  is  $250,000  a  year.  To  this  extent,  then,  the 
State  contributes  annually  for  the  shelter  and  comfort  of  the 
few  hundred  private  patients  who  are  maintained  in  these 
hospitals,  and  the  thousands  of  city  and  town  patients 
therein,  besides  paying  about  $135,000  for  the  direct  sup- 
port of  its  own  pauper  patients.  Considering  this  fact,  the 
statement  sometimes  made  that  the  Commonwealth  ought  to 
increase  the  price  paid  for  the  board  of  its  patients,  and 
those  of  the  cities  and  towns,  beyond  what  it  actually  costs 
to  support  them,  would  seem  to  be  without  foundation,  since 
the  private  patients  who  pay  higher  rates  of  board  do  not,  in 
fact,  pay  for  more  than  they  receive,  or  at  so  high  a  rate  as 
they  would  be  compelled  to  pay  elsewhere.  These  hospitals, 
and  most  of  the  other  State  establishments,  contain  many 
persons  for  whose  support  the  State  does  not  pay,  except  so 
far  as  furnishing  the  buildings  and  equipment.  The  whole 
cost  of  the  State  patients  in  1878  was  $134,463,  or  $30,000 
less  than  in  1887.*  In  the  other  State  establishments,  on 
the  whole,  the  expenditure  has  diminished  since  1878  by 
nearly  $45,000.     Bat  during  the  same  period  of  nine  years 

*  This  was  the  gross  cost;  the  net  was  $20,000  less  in  1878,  and  $30,000  less  in 
1887. 
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the  cost  of  the  State  beneficiaries  outside  of  the  establish- 
ments has  increased  more  than  $50,000,  the  chief  increase 
being  for  the  board  of  children  placed  in  families,  for  the 
insane  in  families,  and  for  the  care  of  the  sick  State  poor. 
The  inmates  of  all  the  State  establishments  were  as  follows 
at  the  latest  date  available  :  — 

Inmates  Present  January  1,  1888. 
At  the  State  Almshouse,  943  (average  for  1887,  900). 


Men, 
Women, 
Boys,     . 

Girls,     . 


426 

460 

32 

25 


Inmates  of  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  (included  above), 

Males, 

Females,       .... 


At  the  State  Primary  School,  347  (average  for  1887,  326), 


Women, 
Boys,  . 
Girls,    . 


10 
251 

77 


Pupils  (included  above). 
Boys,     .... 
Girls,     .... 


At  the  State  Farm,  580  (average  for  1887,  405), 


Men,  . 
Women, 
Insane  men, 


580 
000 
134 


Convicts,  males,   . 

females, 

Paupers,  adults,    . 


At  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  701  (average  for  1887,  700). 

State  patients,       .         .         .130      Males, 

Town  patients,      .         .         .      450      Females,       .... 
Private  patients,  .         .         .       121 

At  Worcester  Insane  Asylum,  386  (average  for  1887,  393). 

State  patients,       .         .         .        91   |    Males, 

Town  patients,     .         .         .       295  |    Females,       .... 

At  the  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  621  (average  for  1887,  630). 

State  patients,       .        .  101  I   Males, 

Town  patients,     .         .         .       449  !    Females,       .... 
Private  patients,  .         .         .        71 

At  the  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital,  461  (average  for  1887,  473). 


State  patients,       .         .         .       105 
Town  patients,      .         .         .       293 
Private  patients,  ...        63 

Males,  . 
Females, 

At  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,  7 

24  (averag 

State  patients,       .         .         .       144 
Town  patients,     .         .         .      483 
Private  patients,  ...        97 

Males,  . 
Females, 

326 

55 

271 


318 

245 

73 


196 
000 
381 


329 
372 


182 
204 


313 

308 


223 

238 


318 
356 
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At  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital.  342  (average  for  1887,  290). 
State  patients,       .         .         .13-4      Males,  .      •  .         .         .         .128 
Town  patients,      .         .         .       176      Females,       ....       214 
Private  patients,   .         .         .         32 

At  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys,  133  (average  for  1887,  107). 
Boys, 133 

At  the  State  Industrial  School,  75  (average  for  1887,  66). 
Girls, .............         75 

At  the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,  194  (average  for 
1887,  175). 

Males, 108 

Females, 86 

The  aggregate  of  averages  is  5,199  ;  the  total  Jan.  1,  1888,  5,507. 
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Institutions  for  the  Insane. 

Males,         ....  1,732 

Females,     ....  1,963 


Total, 3,695 

State  patients, 1,099 

Town  patients, 2,212 

Private  patients, 384 


Total  (as  above), 3,695 

State  Almshouse   (excluding  the  Asylum).  State  Primary  School 

and  State  Fann  (excluding  the  Asylum) ,  ....    1,410 

Lyman  School  for  Boys.  State  Industrial  School  and  the  School 
for  the  Feeble-Minded. 


Aggregate.  Jannarv  1.  1888. 
January  1,  1887, 
January  1,  1886, 
January  1,  1885, 
January  1.  1879, 


402 

5,507 
5.243 
5,228 
5,457 
4.589 


These  aggregates  show  an  increase  within  nine  years  of 
918,  wholly  due  to  the  increase  of  insane  and  idiotic  per- 
sons. The  insane  alone,  who  nine  years  ago  numbered 
only  2,387,  are  now  3,695,  having  increased  1,308  in  nine 
years. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  persons  in  establishments  there 
were,  January  1,  1888,  117  insane  persons  boarding  in  fam- 
ilies ;  children  under  the  age  of  ten  years  to  the  number 
of  230,  boarding  (chiefly  in  families)  at  the  expense  of  the 
appropriations  made  for  this  Board  ;  and  39  children  board- 
ing at  the  expense  of  the  Primary  School  appropriation  ;  in 
all  269  children  for  whom  board  is  paid  by  the  State.  The 
number  of  the  sick  State  poor  outside  of  the  establishments 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1888,  can  only  be  estimated,  but 
must  have  exceeded  450,  while  the  number  of  persons  tem- 
porarily aided  was  perhaps  150  more.  This  would  make  an 
aggregate  within  and  without  the  establishment  (including 
the  insane  persons  boarded  under  the  Act  of  1885)  of  some- 
thing more  than  6,450  persons  ;  of  whom  about  3,800  were 
supported  or  aided  by  the  State,  the  rest  being  maintained 
at  the  cost  of  cities  and  towns,  or  of  individuals. 

Expenditure  by  the  State. 
To  what  extent  the  current  expenses  have  been  reduced  or 
increased  since  1878  at  the  State  establishments,  except  the 
lunatic  hospitals,  will  appear  by  the  following  schedule  of 
appropriations  and  expenses  for  the  years  1878,  1886  and 
1887.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in 
all  since  1878,  except  the  State  Almshouse,  State  Farm  and 
Idiot  School,  which  have  slightly  increased.  The  aggregate 
expenditure  is  greater  than  for  several  years  past,  but  less 
by  about  $26,000  than  in  1878.  The  actual  cost  to  the 
State  is  considerably  less  than  the  sum  named,  because  of 
the  earnings  from  labor,  the  product  of  sales,  and  the  re-im- 
bursement  by  cities,  towns,  etc.,  of  money  paid  by  the  State 
for  the  support  of  persons  having  settlements  therein.  These 
deductions  last  year  amounted  to  more  than  $20,000,  so  that 
the  net  cost  to  the  State  did  not  exceed  $256,000  for  an  aver- 
age of  2,000  persons  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
State  population  is  now  greater  by  at  least  350,000  than  it 
was  in  1878  ;  and  that  the  increase  in  cost  is  much  less  than 
in  population. 
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SCHEDULE    B. SPECIAL    OR    OUT-DOOR   EXPENDITURES. 

Another  schedule  (B,  p.  lxxiii. )  shows  the  amount  expended 
from  out-door  appropriations  for  the  years  named  in  Sched- 
ule A,  viz.  :  1878,  1886  and  1887.  It  will  here  be  noticed 
that  there  has  been  a  large  increase  since  1878,  and  also  an 
increase  during  the  past  year.  A  portion  of  these  out-door 
expenditures  appears  in  the  form  of  re-imbursements  by  the 
State  in  the  table  of  pauper  expenditure  for  cities  and  towns, 
given  in  Table  I.  of  the  Appendix. 

It  is  in  this  class  of  expenses  that  that  the  largest  increase 
has  been  made  in  the  past  ten  years  ;  but,  as  already  men- 
tioned, the  outflow  of  the  State  is  now  smaller  in  proportion 
to  the  whole  population  than  it  was  in  1877-78.  The  sys- 
tem of  out-door  charity  adopted  and  methodized  in  the  past 
twenty  years  has  checked  the  growth  of  pauperism  in  Massa- 
chusetts, while  it  has  obviated  the  necessity  of  building 
another  great  almshouse  like  that  in  Tewksbury. 
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THE    TOWN    AND    CITY    ALMSHOUSES. 


The  In-Door  and  Out-Door  Poor  of  the  Cities  and 

Towns 

The  In-Door  Poor  of  the  municipalities  are  maintained 
either  in  the  State  establishments  above  described,  where 
about  2,600  of  them  now  reside,  or  in  the  city  and  town 
almshouses,  asylums  and  pauper  schools,  which  exist  to  the 
number  of  about  230  separate  establishments.  Of  these, 
about  220  are  almshouses  strictly  speaking,  many  of  them 
very  old  buildings,  among  which  a  few  were  built  expressly 
for  almshouses  more  than  sixty  years  ago.  This  is  true  of 
the  old  buildings  of  Newburyport,  Salem,  Plymouth,  etc. 
Generally  speaking,  these  old  almshouses,  built  for  the  pur- 
pose, are  now  very  inconvenient  and  unsuitable  for  the  poor 
who  are  sent  to  them,  and  particularly  so  for  the  insane. 
About  thirty  five  years  ago,  a  considerable  number  of  alms- 
houses were  built,  especially  in  the  cities,  among  wdiich 
may  be  named  those  of  Cambridge,  New  Bedford,  Marble- 
head,  Lawrence,  Stoneham,  Milton,  Spencer  and  Worcester. 
These  were  better  adapted  to  the  present  classification  of  the 
pour  than  the  older  almshouses,  and  some  of  them  have  since 
been  enlarged  so  as  to  furnish  good  accommodation  for  the 
chronic  insane,  as  is  the  case  at  Lawrence  and  Worcester. 
The  larger  almshouses,  erected  within  the  last  fifteen  years, 
at  Andover,  Brookline,  Brockton,  Haverhill,  Lancaster, 
Middleborough,  Quincy,  Springfield,  Taunton,  Wrentham, 
etc.,  are  generally  very  good  buildings.  Sometimes,  as  at 
Brockton,  Haverhill  and  Springfield,  special  provision  has 
been  made  at  the  almshouse,  or  in  its  neighborhood,  for  the 
chronic  insane  poor.  Springfield  has  built  a  large  asylum 
for  this  class,  and  Salem  opened  such  an  asylum  during  the 
summer  of  1885.  Lawrence  and  Lowell  did  this  some  years 
ago  ;  while  Pitchburg,  Pittsfield,  Plymouth,  Worcester  and 
other  places  have  adapted  a  part  of  the  old  almshouse  for  the 
use  of  the  insane,  or  have  made  additions  for  this  purpose. 
Some  of  the  cities  and  towns  which  now  have  no  almshouses 
formerly  maintained  them.  This  is  true  of  Chelsea,  which 
in  1820  had  an  almshouse,  but  has  not  maintained  one  for 
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many  years,  while  other  towns,  like  Danvers,  Bourne,  etc., 
have  lost  their  former  almshouses  by  division  of  the  town. 
Some  of  these  divided  towns  have  built  almshouses,  while 
others  board  their  poor  in  the  old  almshouse,  as  Bourne, 
Merrinrac  and  Needham  do.  No  towns  have  yet  united  in 
jointly  maintaining  almshouses  for  several  towns,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  statutes ;  but  several  towns  are  now  consider- 
ing the  feasibility  of  this  course. 

There  was  not  until  1884  any  complete  visitation  of  all  the 
towns  and  almshouses,  although  a  partial  visitation  and  re- 
port was  made  by  Josiah  Quincy  in  1821,  by  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn and  Tuckerman  in  1832,  by  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  in 
1862-3,  and  by  the  present  Inspector  of  Charities  in  1864; 
and  again  in  1880  and  1881.  The  visitation  of  1885-6-7 
has  not  been  complete.  The  valuation  of  property  in  city 
and  town  almshouses,  as  reported  in  1885,  is  much  greater 
than  it  was  in  1864  or  in  1875,  when  the  last  previous  return 
was  made  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  aggregate  is  greater  and  the 
valuation  in  most  of  the  towns  is  greater ;  but  to  this  there 
are  some  exceptions. 

In  some  few  cases  the  valuation  remains  precisely  what 
it  was  in  1864;  in  more  cases  there  has  been  a  decrease, 
resulting  sometimes  from  the  sale  of  land,  or  wood,  and 
sometimes  from  that  depreciation  of  the  public  property 
which  goes  on  in  the  town  almshouses  much  more  than  in 
the  State  establishments.  Comparing  the  valuation  of  1885 
with  that  of  1873,  when  the  high  prices  resulting  from  the 
civil  war  and  its  consequences  still  continued,  there  was 
a  falling  away  in  twelve  years  in  nearly  half  the  towns, 
although  the  present  aggregate  is  considerably  larger  than  that 
of  1875,  which  was  $2,243,473.  The  real  estate  in  1873 
aggregated  $1,756,703,  the  personal  property  $486,771  ; 
while  in  1864,  the  total  aggregate  being  $1,568,140,  the 
real  estate  was  $,225,935,  and  the  personal  property, 
$342,204.  The  aggregates  of  1885  are  about  $1,300,000 
greater  than  twenty-one  years  before,  and  about  $600,000 
greater  than  in  1873.  The  average  number  fully  supported, 
which  in  1873  was  3,315,  has  now  increased  to  4,359,  so  that 
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the  proportion  of  paupers  to  valuation  is  somewhat  less  now 
than  at  that  time.  The  whole  number  in  almshouses  during 
the  year  1873  was  5,137  ;  during  the  year  1887,  7,560  —  an 
increase  of  47  per  cent.,  while  the  average  number  has 
increased  less  than  32  per  cent.  This  increase  has  been 
chiefly  in  the  cities,  and  it  is  there,  also,  and  by  the  build- 
ing of  new  almshouses  in  certain  towns,  that  the  valuation 
of  almshouse  property  has  gained  so  much,  notwithstanding 
the  fall  in  prices  since  1873.  These  valuations,  however, 
are  not  very  closely  made,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  alms- 
house property  has  cost  the  cities  and  towns  more  than 
$3,000,000,  or  at  the  rate  of  $700  for  every  inmate  of  the 
average  number  now  maintained  therein.  The  Lancaster 
Almshouse  has  cost  above  $1,500  for  every  inmate  there 
maintained.  Few  of  our  existing  almshouses  are  models 
of  convenience  and  security  in  their  arrangement,  though 
many  are  well  adapted  for  their  purpose. 

In  remarking  on  the  almshouse  visitation  of  1887  in  the 
Appendix,  the  Inspector  of  Charities  has  specified  certain 
towns  in  which  the  almshouse  buildings  were  seriously 
defective  or  the  management  open  to  much  criticism.  In 
some  of  these  towns  action  has  already  been  taken  to 
improve  the  condition  of  things  ;  while  in  others  it  only 
needs  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the 
locality  to  secure  permanent  reformation  in  the  treatment 
of  the  town's  poor. 

The  first  table  in  the  Appendix  shows  concisely,  for  the 
whole  State,  the  number  and  cost  of  the  city  and  town  poor. 
The  number  of  the  municipal  poor  has  already  been  stated  ; 
the  aggregate  cost  of  their  support  and  relief  for  the  last 
recorded  year  is  in  round  numbers  as  follows  :  — 

Net  cost  of  full  support  in  almshouses, 
Average  number  supported  in  almshouses,     . 
Average  weekly  cost  in  almshouses, 
Net  cost  at  the  lunatic  hospitals,      .... 
Average  number,  reckoned  at  the  lunatic  hospitals, 
Gross  cost  of  paupers  fully  supported  in  families,  etc.. 
Average  number  supported  in  families, 
Average  weekly  cost  of  each, 


.  $501,189  00 

4,359 

$2  22 

.  $136,856  00 

2,155 

.  $171,775  00 

1,330 

$2  50 
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Whole  number  of  city  and  town  paupers  fully  supported 

during  the  year, 60,000 

Whole  cost  of  full  support, $1,112,820  00 

Average  number  fully  supported, 7,843 

Net  cost  of  partial  support, $640,000  00 

Average  number  partially  supported,     .....  16,501 

Reported  net  cost  of  full  and  partial  supjDort,        .         .        $1,729,195  00 


It  thus  appears  that  the  cost  of  full  support  is  to  the  cost 
of  partial  support  a  little  less  than  two  to  one,  reckoning 
only  the  poor  of  the  cities  and  towns.  If  to  this  should  be 
added  the  cost  of  fully  supporting  the  State  paupers,  it 
would  appear  that  out-door  relief  or  partial  support  costs 
something  less  than  $800,000,  while  full  support  costs  some- 
thing more  than  $1,400,000. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  above  figures  are  only 
approximately  correct,  but  near  enough  for  practical  pur- 
poses. The  number  of  the  insane  supported  by  cities  and 
towns  at  the  lunatic  hospitals  is  always  understated  in  these 
returns,  for  reasons  elsewhere  explained. 
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The  Children  of  the  State. 

This  term  includes  all  the  children  in  the  State  establish- 
ments or  living  in  families,  whether  board  is  paid  for  them 
or  not,  and  therefore,  under  our  comprehensive  charitable 
system,  is  applied  to  persons  of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages, 
from  infancy  to  twenty-one  years.  The  infants  and  children 
under  three  years  are  cared  for  by  the  Out-Door  Depart- 
ment, which  provides  medical  visitors  for  them  ;  the  children 
from  three  to  ten  years  old,  and  all  the  girls,  of  whatever 
age,  are  cared  for  by  the  In-Door  Department ;  and  the  girls, 
with  some  of  the  boys,  are  visited  not  only  by  paid  agents  of 
the  Board  in  that  Department,  but  by  a  large  number  of  aux- 
iliary visitors,  who  are  also  agents  of  the  Board,  but  receive 
no  compensation.  The  boys  above  ten  years  old  are  cared 
for  also  by  the  In-Door  Department,  but  their  visitation  is 
wholly  performed  by  the  paid  agents  of  the  Board.  These 
older  children  seem  to  be  visited  less  frequently  than  the 
infants,  and  hereafter  it  will  be  expedient  to  make  them 
visits  oftener,  so  that  their  exact  condition  may  be  more 
constantly  known  to  the  officers  of  the  Board.  In  the  case 
of  girls  above  the  age  of  twelve,  this  is  particularly  needful ; 
and  it  may  be  found  that  girls  above  the  age  of  fifteen  have 
been  placed  in  families  too  rapidly,  and  with  too  little  inves- 
tigation of  the  surroundings  among  which  they  were  to  live. 

By  far  the  larger  number  of  these  * '  children  of  the  State  " 
are  more  than  three  years  old,  and  therefore  appear  on  the 
books  of  the  In-Door  Department.  But  in  each  year  a 
number  of  young  children  pass  the  age  of  three,  and  then 
are  transferred  from  the  care  of  the  Out-Door  Department 
to  the  other.  In  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887,  for  ex- 
ample, 14  were  so  transferred,  and  88  out  of  152  between 
the  ages  of  three  and  ten,  who  were  cared  for  by  the  In- 
Door  Department,  had  formerly  been  in  the  care  of  the 
Out-Door  Department.  Most  of  these  88  children  were 
originally  of  the  class  known  as  foundlings  or  destitute 
infants  ;  and  the  fact  that  so  many  of  this  class  remain  in 
the  care  of  the  Board,  besides  all  those  adopted  or  returned 
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to  their  parents,  shows  how  successful  has  been  the  treat- 
ment of  these  infants  since  the  State,  in  April,  1880,  adopted 
the  policy  of  boarding  them  in  families  instead  of  sending 
them  to  the  State  Almshouse.  The  facts  concerning  these 
infants  and  other  children  under  three  years  old  during  the 
year  ending  October  1,  1887,  statistically  reported,  are  as 
follows  :  — 

The  whole  number  of  foundlings  and  destitute  children 
supported  by  the  State  through  the  Out-Door  Department, 
September  30,  1886,  was  107.  Of  this  number,  49  were 
supported  at  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  and  58  were 
in  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Department.  The  number  of 
infants  received  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1887, 
was  94;  of  this  number,  26  were  sent  to  the  Massachusetts 
Infant  Asylum,  and  68  were  retained  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  The  whole 
number  thus  supported  during  the  year  was  195,  viz.  :  at 
the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  75,  and  in  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  Department,  126,  —  6  of  these  appearing  on 
both  lists.  Of  this  number,  100  were  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows :  at  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  8  were  adopted, 
12  were  kept  for  adoption,  4,  being  two  years  old,  were  dis- 
charged to  the  Asylum  (included  in  those  kept  for  adop- 
tion), 2  were  discharged  to  friends,  and  12  died,  making  a 
total  of  41.  Of  those  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the 
Department,  9  were  adopted,  21  were  discharged,  and  15 
died,  and  there  were  transferred  to  the  In-Dopr  Department 
14  children.  Of  the  discharges,  19  were  to  parents,  and  2 
to  the  town  of  settlement.  There  were  remaining  under  the 
care  of  the  Out-Door  Department,  September  30,  1887,  101 
children  under  three  years  old,  of  whom  34  were  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  (mostly 
boarding  in  families),  and  67  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor,  who  has  system- 
atized and  improved  this  part  of  his  work  considerably  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years.  Ninety-nine  such  children  re- 
mained, January  1,  1888. 
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Visitation  of  the  Children. 

The  only  security  for  the  proper  care  of  children  thus 
placed  in  families  is,  first,  the  selection  of  a  proper  place  ; 
and  then  a  frequent  and  vigilant  oversight  of  the  treatment 
of  the  children  by  those  who  have  taken  them  into  their 
families.  In  the  Out-Door  Department,  this  oversight  is  by 
medical  visitors,  since  the  infants  require  visitation  by  some 
person  who  can  decide  when  their  health  is  properly  cared 
for.  The  system  of  medical  visitation  will  be  described 
hereafter,  as  it  has  been  in  some  former  reports.  The  visi- 
tation of  the  older  children  requires  less  of  medical  knowl- 
edge, and  a  more  practical  acquaintance  with  the  disposition 
of  children  and  the  affairs  of  ordinary  life,  and  it  is  there- 
fore assigned  to  men  and  women  of  practical  talent  and 
experience. 

The  In-Door  Department  has  immediate  charge  of  all  chil- 
dren over  three,  when  placed  out  from  the  State  schools,  or 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board  as  young  offenders, 
neglected  children,  or  dependent  children.  The  visitation 
of  these  children  (upwards  of  1,200  during  the  year)  has 
been  the  work  of  four  paid  men,  two  paid  women,  and  ninety 
unpaid  auxiliary  visitors  —  all  women  —  residing  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties  of  Massachusetts  and  other  States  of  New 
England,  as  shown  by  the  list  below.  The  Board  voted, 
June  4,  1887  (as  amended  subsequently,  to  fill  vacancies), 
that  the  following  persons  be  appointed  auxiliary  visitors  for 
the  year  ending  the  first  Saturday  in  June,  1888  :  — 

Barnstable,  County. 
Miss  Abbie  N.  Nickerson,         .        .        .    Provincetown. 
Miss  Martha  Lee  Wheldon,      .        .         .    West  Barnstable. 

Berkshire  County. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wright, Lee. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Butler, North  Adams. 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Bead,      ....  North  Adams. 

Miss  Mary  J.  Cooley,       ....  Pittsiield. 

Franklin  County. 
Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Forbes,       ....     Conway. 
Mrs.  John  McDuffie,         .         .        .        .     Greenfield. 
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Bristol  County. 

Mrs. 

James  M.  Morton,    . 

Fall  River. 

Mrs. 

George  W.  Ellis,      . 

New  Bedford. 

Miss  Harriet  Newbury,    . 

Taunton. 

Essex  County. 

Miss  Louise  B.  Kilham,    . 

Beverly. 

Mrs. 

Harriet  E.  Noyes,     . 

Ipswich. 

Mrs. 

0.  M.  A.  Lovejoy,     . 

Haverhill. 

Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Rollins  Saure, 

Lawrence. 

Miss  Maria  L.  Johnson,    . 

Lynn. 

Miss 

Fanny  C.  Stone, 

Newburyport. 

Miss 

Abby  B.  Andrews,   . 

Salem. 

Hampden 

County. 

Mrs. 

Jane  C.  Robinson,    . 

Blandford. 

Miss  S.  Ellen  Robertson, 

Chicopee. 

Mrs. 

C.  T.  Ranlet,     . 

Holyoke. 

Mrs. 

W.  H.  Hitchcock, 

Palmer. 

Mrs. 

Ellen  A.  Mo  wry, 

Springfield. 

Mrs. 

Lydia  A.  Smith, 

Springfield. 

Miss  Frances  E.  Stone, 

Springfield. 

Mrs. 

H.  B.  Stevens,  . 

Westfield. 

Mrs. 

Wells  L.  Phelps, 

Wilbraham. 

Hampshire 

County 

Mrs. 

David  Wright, 

. 

Belchertown. 

Mrs. 

Oscar  Edwards, 

Northampton . 

Miss  Lucilla  0.  Damon,   . 

Northampton. 

Middlesex  County. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Monroe,    . 

Cambridge. 

Miss 

Mary  S.  Eaton, 

. 

Concord. 

Mrs. 

Abiel  S.  Lewis, 

Framingham. 

Mrs. 

J.  Melvin  Hartwell, 

. 

Littleton. 

Mrs. 

Annie  L.  Richardson, 

Lowell. 

Mrs. 

Daniel  W.  Ranlet,    . 

Maiden. 

Mrs. 

Edward  F.  Johnson, 

Marlborough. 

Mrs. 

W.  W.  Dow,     . 

. 

Somerville. 

Mrs. 

Abbie  J.  Wheeler, 

Waltham. 

Mrs. 

Eliza  A.  Babbitt, 

Westford. 

Mrs. 

Charles  D.  Davis, 

West  Newton. 

Miss 

Mary  P.  Winsor, 

Winchester. 

Norfolk  County. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Maynard,  ....  Dedham. 

Mrs.  Andrew  W.  Washburn,    .         .        .  Hyde  Park. 

Mrs.  Theophilus  King,     ....  Quincy. 

Miss  Alice  M.  Turner,      ....  Randolph. 
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Plymouth  County. 

Mrs.  Isaac  Damon,    . 

.     Bridgewater. 

Miss  Adie  A.  Bigelow, 

.     Boston. 

Miss  Eliza  S.  Sylvester  (Substitute),       .     Hanover. 

Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Pratt, 

.     North  Abington. 

Suffolk  County. 

Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Andrew, 

.     Boston. 

Miss  Harriet  R.  Chickering,     . 

•    .     Boston. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Evans, 

.     Boston. 

Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Putnam, 

.     Boston. 

Miss  Annette  P.  Sogers,  . 

.     Boston. 

Miss  Florence  Whiteside, 

.     Boston. 

Miss  Abby  C.  Clapp, 

.    Dorchester. 

Miss  Amy  White, 

.     Jamaica  Plain. 

Miss  Mary  Faulkner  (Substitute) , 

.     Jamaica  Plain. 

Mrs.  Solomon  B.  Stebbins, 

.     Roslindale. 

Miss  Mary  Lambert  Blanchard, 

.     Roxbury. 

Miss  Irene  G.  Hersey, 

.     South  Boston. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Brown, 

.     West  Roxbury. 

Worcester  County. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Lombard, 

.     Athol. 

Miss  Leura  E.  Jenkins,     . 

.     Barre. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Greeley,  . 

.     Clinton. 

Miss  Louise  W.  Dyar, 

.     Harvard. 

Mrs.  Maria  A.  Ames, 

.     Leominster. 

Mrs.  George  B.  Wheeler, 

.     Northb  ridge. 

Mrs.  Martha  B.  Bishop,    . 

.     North  Brookfield. 

Mrs.  Catherine  X.  Ranger, 

.     North  Brookfield. 

Mrs.  Horatio  D.  Humphrey, 

.     South  Lancaster. 

Miss  Helen  T.  Spalding,  . 

.     Webster. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Flagg,      . 

.     Worcester. 

Connectic 

ut. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Randall,   . 

.    Gilead. 

Mrs.  Virginia  T.  Smith,    . 

.     Hartford. 

Mrs.  Augustus  Putnam,    . 

.     Middletown. 

Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Crump, 

.     New  London. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Carlisle, 

.     Norwich  Town. 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cutting, . 

.     Montville. 

Miss  Amaryllis  Matthewson, 

.     Pomfret. 

Mrs.  Susan  J.  Cheney, 

.     South  Manchester. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Hicks,      . 

.     Stafford  Springs. 

Miss  Sara  E.  Hatheway,  . 

.     Windsor  Locks. 

Maine. 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Barrell,  . 

.     York. 
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New  Hampshire. 

Miss  Carrie  E.  Buzzell,    . 
Mrs.  Adelaide  H.  Jones,  . 
Miss  Elizabeth  Twitchell, 
Mrs.  William  Collins, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Andrews, 


Vermont. 
.     Durham. 
.     East  Deny. 
...     Keene. 
.     Brattleborougri. 
.     Johnson,  Vt. 


The  boys  and  girls  visited  by  these  ladies  are  living  in 
families  in  all  the  States  mentioned,  but  chiefly  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1887, 
there  were  upward  of  250  girls  thus  placed  in  Massachusetts, 
28  in  Connecticut,  15  in  New  Hampshire,  4  in  Vermont,  3 
in  Maine  and  1  in  Rhode  Island,  —  in  all  about  350.  The 
number  of  boys  under  ten  is  not  exactly  reported,  but 
including  those  for  whom  board  is  paid  (113),  there  were 
on  the  1st  of  October  probably  250,  of  whom  at  least  225 
were  in  Massachusetts.  The  wTrole  number  of  children  of 
all  ages  residing  in  families  outside  of  any  institution  was, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1887,  a  little  less  than  1,000  ;  and  of 
these  161  (113  boys,  48  girls),  between  the  ages  of  three 
and  ten,  were  in  families  to  whom  board  was  paid.  The 
location  of  these  children  by  counties  and  States  was  as 
follows  :  — 

In  Massachusetts. 


COUNTIES. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Barnstable,          .... 

1 

1 

Bristol,        .         . 

5-  :■ 

_ 

5 

Essex,          .         .         ... 

1 

1 

2 

Franklin,     .         ... 

'     7 

_ 

"7 

Hampden,  .         .         .         .         .         . 

25 

16 

41 

Hampshire,          ..... 

18 

14 

32 

Middlesex, . 

14 

3 

17 

Suffolk,        .         .         .,... 

2 

■       -3 

5 

Worcester, 

9 

6 

15 

Total  in  Massachusetts, . ..  . 

104 

48 

152 

In  Vermont, 

3 

3 

Rhode  Island,         .        .         . 

1  , 

. .  •     -...,. 

1 

Connecticut, 

5 

- 

5 

113 

48 

L61 
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The  location  by  comities  and  States  of  the  eight  or  nine 
hundred  boys  and  girls  who  are  now  living  in  families  under 
State  supervision,  without  the  payment  of  board,  varies  con- 
siderably from  that  shown  in  the  figures  just  given  ;  and  it  is 
so  varied  and  so  distributed  that  the  boys  are  visited  much 
less  often  than  the  girls.  Complaint  is  made  in  some  quar- 
ters that  the  boys  are  not  visited  often  enough,  and  that  their 
earnings  are  not  so  well  secured  to  them  as  are  the  earnings 
of  the  girls  avIio  go  into  families  as  domestics  from  the  Lan- 
caster  and  Monson  schools.  The  Lancaster  school,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  and  for  some  special  reasons,  has 
paid  much  more  attention  to  the  condition  of  its  pupils, 
when  placed  in  families,  than  either  the  Monson  or  the  West- 
borough  schools,  and,  in  this  respect,  these  two  schools  may 
well  follow  the  example  of  Lancaster. 

This  Board  appreciates  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  Visitors 
whose  services  it  solicited  in  1880  in  behalf  of  the  "Chil- 
dren of  the  State,"  and  has  no  desire  to  substitute  for  their 
disinterested  labors  a  system  of  visiting  merely  by  salaried 
persons.  If  left  entirely  to  them,  this  might  sink  into  work 
"  perfunctorily  discharged  with  dull  and  ineffective  routine." 
In  order,  however,  to  make  the  voluntary  work  more  effec- 
tive, the  Board  proposes  to  appoint  a  special  visitor  (a 
woman) ,  who  shall  receive  a  salary  and  shall  devote  her  whole 
time  to  the  investigation  of  homes,  to  the  visitation  of  those 
who  are  placed  out ;  and  to  communication  with  the  Aux- 
iliary Visitors,  the  adjustment  of  difficulties  arising  between 
employers  and  employees,  and  the  many  exigencies  which 
seem  to  demand  that  immediate  and  authoritative  attention 
which  it  is  not  always  within  the  province  of  the  volun- 
tary visitor  to  give.  A  special  or  occasional  visitor  for  the 
boys  might  also  be  employed  to  look  after  any  sections  of 
the  State  which  are  not  now  thoroughly  inspected.  This 
would  probably  result  in  placing  out  more  boys,  and  visit- 
ing more  frequently  those  who  go  into  families. 

The  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Board's  Visiting  Agency,  which  provides  places  and 
visits  in  those  places  all  the  children  of  the  State  above  the 
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age  of  three  years,  gives  the  number  of  these  wards,  on  the 
first  of  October  last  (including  161  already  mentioned,  for 
whom  board  was  paid),  as  1,060  "in  place  or  with  friends 
outside  of  institutions,  and  subject  to  visitation."  He 
adds : — 

Of  this  number  534  were  juvenile  offenders,  219  of  whom  were 
in  the  direct  custody  of  the  Board,  199  were  boys  who  had  been 
inmates  of  the  Lyman  School,  and  116  were  girls  who  had  been 
inmates  of  the  Industrial  School  at  Lancaster.  To  this  534 
should  be  added  101  neglected  children  and  425  dependent  and 
indigent  children,  thus  making  the  total  1,060.  Classifying  these 
in  another  way,  899  were  placed  without  payment  of  board,  and 
with  no  expense  except  supervision  ;  and  161  have  their  board 
paid  by  the  State,  of  whom  128  are  paid  for  from  the  Board's 
appropriation  and  33  from  the  appropriation  for  the  State  Primary 
School.  In  addition  to  the  534  juvenile  offenders,  above  men 
tioned,  there  were  230  others  of  this  class  in  custody  Oct.  1, 
1887,  of  whom  two  were  in  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury, 
58  at  the  Lancaster  School,  62  in  the  State  Primary  School  at 
Monson  and  118  at  the  Lyman  School  at  Westborongh.  Thus, 
of  734  juvenile  offenders  then  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board, 
534  were  cared  for  with  no  public  expense  except  supervision, 
while  240  were  fully  supported  at  the  State  schools,  etc.  Sup- 
posing their  average  cost  to  be  only  $4  a  week,  or  $200  per 
annum,  then  these  240  children  have  cost  the  State  $48,000  a 
year  ;  while  the  534  outside  of  institutions,  if  paid  for  at  the  same 
rate,  would  cost  $106,800.  Their  cost,  in  fact,  has  been  less  than 
$6,000  for  supervision,  so  that  the  State  has  saved  an  annual 
outlay  of  $100,000  by  its  policy  of  placing  them  in  families. 
There  were  also  144  neglected  children  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of  whom  83  were  supported 
at  the  expense  of  the  State,  at  an  average  of  $100  per  annum, 
and  61  in  places  without  expense  ;  and  for  these  children  there 
was  a  saving  of  more  than  $6,000  annually. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  well-established  policy  of 
the  State  in  sending  forth  children  into  families  instead  of 
retaining  them  too  long  in  the  establishments  has  been  a 
pecuniary  advantage  to  the  public  as  well  as  a  benefit  to  the 
children  themselves.     It  is  possible,  however,  in  the  case  of 
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vicious  girls  and  boys,  to  carry  this  policy  too  far,  and  to 
send  into  families  young  persons  whose  character  unfits  them 
for  any  place  except  a  well-disciplined  reformatory  or  prison. 
To  prevent  errors  of  this  sort,  the  additional  visitors,  men- 
tioned above,  will  be  found  very  serviceable. 

The  locations  by  counties  and  States  of  the  children  under 
three  years  old,  boarding  in  families,  cannot  be  exactly  given, 
because  the  Infant  Asylum  keeps  its  own  record  of  families, 
which  is  not  communicated  to  this  Board  except  upon  re- 
quest. The  number  remaining  in  families  on  the  first  of 
October  was,  however,  about  95  children  under  three  years 
old,  which  added  to  the  number  above  given  would  make 
256  children  boarding  in  families  under  the  general  supervi- 
sion of  the  Board.  The  average  number  of  children  under 
three,  thus  boarding  during  the  year,  including  those  tempo- 
rarily resident  at  the  Infant  Asylum,  was  about  105  ;  and 
there  was  expended  for  the  support  and  clothing  of  these 
young  children,  including  incidental  expenses,  $18,476.16. 
Of  this  amount,  $8,329.38,  or  a  little  less  than  half,  was  paid 
to  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  ;  $9,672.69  was  paid  for 
the  board  of  foundlings  and  destitute  infants  in  families  under 
the  direct  charge  of  the  Out-Door  Department ;  and  $474.09 
for  indigent  and  neglected  children,  under  three,  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  Board.  The  expenditure  for  the  board 
of  children  above  three  years,  directly  in  the  care  of  the 
In-Door  Department,  is  reported  as  $12,376.00  ;  and  the 
sum  paid  from  the  Primary  School  appropriation  for  board- 
ing out  children  has  been  $3,435.16,  for  the  year  ending 
October  1,  1887;  a  total,  therefore,  of  $15,821.16  for  an 
average  number  of  about  150  children. 

Noticeable  facts  in  the  care  of  the  infant  children  above 
mentioned  are,  first,  a  decrease  in  their  number,  which  shows 
itself  in  the  payment  of  a  smaller  sum  for  their  board  ;  and, 
second,  the  tracing  of  parentage  in  the  case  of  foundling 
infants,  which  also  has  diminished  in  some  degree  the  burden 
thrown  upon  the  State  ;  third,  an  increased  number  of  appli- 
cations from  families  desirous  of  taking  infants  either  to 
board  or  to  adopt.     All  these  things  show  that  the  policy  of 
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the  State  is  producing  good  results,  and  that  it  has  been 
well  carried  out  by  the  officials  of  the  Out-Door  Department. 
In  sixteen  cases  during  the  year,  the  mothers  of  those  infants 
have  been  found  upon  investigation  by  the  Out-Door  Depart- 
ment, when  the  local  authorities  had  failed  to  find  the  par- 
ents.    These  infants  were  received  from  the  following  cities 
and  towns  :  from  Boston  four,  and  one  each  from  Arlington, 
Cambridge,  Chelsea,  Haverhill,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lynn, 
North  Adams,   Stoughton,  Watertown  and  Worcester.     In 
six  cases  a  settlement  was  also  established.     This  work  has 
all  been  done  by  the   department  visitors,  and  results  in  a 
very  material  saving  to  the  Commonwealth.     The  purpose 
of  the  Board  in  its  care  of  these  infants,  however,  is  not  so 
much  to  save  money  as  to  preserve  life  ;  and,  with  this  in 
view,  the  visitation  of  the  families  where  infants  are  boarded 
is  frequent,  and  by  medical  officers  of  practical  skill  in  the 
whole  management  of  young  children.     As  the  number  of 
infants  has  diminished,  the  applications  to  receive  them  in 
families  have  proportionately  increased,  and  they  have  long 
been  in  excess  of  the  number  to  be  placed.     Every  applica- 
tion is  placed  on  file,  and  where  there  is  a  probability  that 
the  motives  are  good  and  the  child  will  receive  proper  care, 
the  home  is  visited  and  investigated.     This  visit  is  first  a 
sanitary  inspection,  to    ascertain  the  number  and  arrange- 
ment of  sleeping   apartments,  the    ventilation,  cleanliness, 
sunlight,  drainage,  milk  and  water  supply,  number  of  chil- 
dren in  the  family,  etc.  ;  and  then,  most  important  of  all,  to 
learn  the  intelligence,  natural  affection  and  aptitude  of  the 
woman  for  managing  infants.     The  best  result  is  attained  by 
placing  only  one  or  two  children  in  one  home,  and  this   is 
the  rule.    But  sometimes  women  have  done  better  with  three 
infants  than  other  good  women  with  one.     It  is  now  the  aim 
of  the  Board  to  have  all  within  a  radius  of  twenty-fives  miles 
of  Boston  for  convenience  of  visitation.     There  are  a  few 
colonies  outside  of  that  limit,  where  children  were  placed 
when  the  system  was  new,  and  good  boarding  places  difficult 
to  find.     Preference  is  always  given  to  persons  who   have 
proved  faithful  and  efficient. 
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Whenever  an  infant  is  placed  at  board,  the  woman  who 
takes  it  must  telegraph  to  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  at 
the  first  appearance  of  real  illness,  and  this  physician  is 
expected  to  respond  at  once ;  but  if  not,  the  woman  is 
directed  by  telegram  to  call  her  family  physician,  tempora- 
rily, until  it  is  possible  for  the  official  visitor  to  attend. 
She  is  also  cautioned  to  notify  the  Board  whenever  in 
doubt  about  the  illness  of  the  child.  Of  course,  there  can 
be  no  stated  time  of  visiting  a  sick  child,  but  such  visits 
are  frequent ;  indeed,  the  medical  officers  are  seldom  off 
duty. 

Their  labor  in  summer  is  largely  increased  by  the  rule 
adopted  of  removing  all  the  young  children  from  the  city  to 
the  country  or  seashore.  It  is  a  rule  to  visit  each  of  the 
children  under  three  years  old  at  least  once  a  month  for 
observation  and  as  a  preventive  measure.  Surgical  appli- 
ances for  mechanical  support  are  often  needed  and  supplied, 
and  these  cases  require  more  time  than  ordinary  medical 
cases.  As  a  rule,  the  necessary  medicine  is  dispensed  by 
the  medical  officers  ;  but  cases  occur  where  prescriptions  are 
filled  at  a  trustworthy  pharmacy  and  paid  for  by  the  woman, 
who  sends  a  bill  for  reimbursement,  which  is  endorsed  by 
the  physician  before  it  is  approved.  Supplies  of  medicine 
are  furnished  to  the  medical  officers  by  a  Boston  druggist, 
who  sends  his  bill  once  a  month  ;  and  he  also  fills  prescrip- 
tions required  by  cases  in  Boston.  A  careful  register  is 
kept  by  the  medical  officers  of  each  case  in  their  care, 
giving  the  name  of  the  infant,  age,  date  of  commitment, 
physical  condition,  history,  result  of  investigation,  location, 
name  of  the  person  boarding  the  child,  each  visitation, 
the  course  and  treatment  of  disease,  transfer,  discharge  or 
death. 

If  the  child's  death  occurs  in  Boston,  the  city  undertaker 
is  notified,  the  body  is  buried  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and 
the  place  is  numbered  so  that  the  remains  can  be  identified. 
In  country  cases,  the  body  of  the  child  is  usually  buried  by 
the  undertaker  of  the  town  where  it  died.  In  some  in- 
stances, the  persons  who  boarded  the  children  bury  them  in 
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their  own  lots  at  their  own  expense.  The  spot  is  always 
marked.  Funeral  services  are  held  over  the  remains  of 
every  such  child.  Where  the  death  has  occurred  from  a 
contagious  disease,  like  scarlet  fever,  the  services  are  held 
at  the  house  after  burial. 

The  placing  of  one  child  in  a  good  home  frequently  brings 
in  requests  for  others  in  the  neighborhood.  Adoption  does 
not  place  the  child  beyond  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  and 
its  medical  visitors.  The  procedure  in  cases  of  adoption  is 
as  follows  :  — 

(1)  The  application  for  a  child  is  received. 

(2)  The  names  and  locations  of  eligible  children  are 
given  to  the  applicants,  the  children  visited,  and  if  a  satis- 
factory one  is  found,  the  medical  officer  visits  the  home  of 
the  applicant,  requires  references,  investigates  the  sanitary 
and  other  influences  likely  to  affect  the  child's  welfare,  and 
reports  whether  the  home  is  suitable. 

(3)  If  the  Board  is  satisfied,  it  directs  that  the  child  be 
placed  on  trial  with  the  family  ;  and  if  after  a  certain  length 
of  time,  all  parties  are  satisfied,  application  is  made  to  the 
Probate  Court  in  the  district  for  authority  to  adopt  the  child. 

It  would  be  hardly  necessary  to  have  so  complete  a  sys- 
tem as  this  for  the  care  and  visitation  of  the  older  children ; 
but  some  approach  to  such  a  system  would  be  an  improve- 
ment on  that  now  in  use.  Particularly,  there  ought  to  be 
more  care  exercised  in  fixing  the  wages  or  other  sums  to  be 
paid  by  those  who  take  boys  from  the  State  establishments 
in  order  to  profit  by  their  labor ;  for  complaint  is  sometimes 
made  that  the  earnings  of  such  boys  are  not  properly  paid, 
and  that  this  often  leads  the  boy  to  run  away,  or  is  the  real 
reason  why  the  employer  returns  him  as  unsatisfactory.  It 
is  the  hope  of  the  Board  to  reorganize  its  whole  method  of 
visitation  the  present  year,  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  the  changing 
circumstances  of  the  times  ;  for  a  method  which  answered  its 
purpose  five  years  ago,  would  now  be  in  some  respects  in- 
sufficient, or  out  of  keeping  with  present  exigencies. 

Statistical  information  respecting  the  number  and  disposal 
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of  the  Children  of  the  State  will  be  found  in  tabular  form  in 
the  Appendix,  where  also  is  given  a  table  showing  the  num- 
ber of  inmates  in  all  the  reformatory  and  charitable  schools 
that  report  to  this  Board,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  them 
for  the  year  1887  and  preceding  years.  The  Visiting 
Agency  is  a  valuable  aid  to  all  these  schools. 
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PAET     THIED. 


LUNACY. 


The  general  subject  of  insanity,  and  the  relation  of  Mas- 
sachusetts thereto,  began  to  be  considered  in  the  yearly 
reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  in  1865  ;  but  it  was 
early  in  October,  1863,  when  that  Board,  then  newly  created, 
first  began  to  visit  the  hospitals  and  collect  systematic  infor- 
mation concerning  them.  At  that  time,  more  than  twenty- 
four  years  ago,  there  were. only  three  State  hospitals,  at 
Northampton,  Taunton  and  Worcester ;  and  although  there 
were  insane  persons  at  the  State  almshouses  in  Bridgewater 
and  Tewksbury,  there  were  no  asylums  there,  as  at  present. 
The  number  of  patients  at  Northampton  was  then  383,  at 
Taunton  402,  and  at  Worcester  (what  is  now  the  Asylum) 
399,  —  a  total  of  1,184,  of  whom  568  were  men  and  616 
women.  There  were  then  at  Bridgewater  and  Tewksbury 
about  26Q  insane  persons,  more  than  half  of  whom  were 
women,  making  a  total  of  1,450  insane  persons  in  the  State 
establishments  October  1,  1863.  The  number  of  the  insane 
in  the  State  establishments  (now  increased  by  three  new  hos- 
pitals at  Worcester,  Danvers  and  Westborough,  and  by  sepa- 
rate asylums  at  Bridgewater  and  Tewksbury)  was,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1887,  3,721,  while  there  were  then  73  per- 
sons boarding  in  families  who  had  been  sent  out  from  these 
establishments.  The  insane  directly  under  the  care  of  the 
State  had  therefore  increased  in  twenty-four  years  from 
1,450  to  3,794,  although  the  population  had  only  increased 
from  1,250,000  to  about  2,100,000;  that  is,  the  population 
had  not  doubled,  while  the  insane  had  nearly  trebled.  The 
increase  of  insane  persons  in  the  State   establishments,  or 
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colonized  from  them,  was  2,344  in  twenty-four  years, — 
an  average  of  100  a  year :  but  of  late  this  increase  has 
exceeded  200  a  year,  and  last  year  was  240. 

The  State  has  been  slow  to  recognize  and  provide  for  this 
steady  increase  ;  but  recently  has  done  so  by  opening  a  new 
hospital  at  Westborough,  and  a  new  asylum  at  Bridgewater, 
besides  enlarging  the  existing  hospitals  to  some  extent.  To 
avoid  this  enlargement,  and  for  other  reasons,  the  State 
adopted  in  1885,  at  the  instance  of  this  Board,  a  system  of 
placing  the  quiet  insane  in  families  under  State  supervision, 
as  had  long  been  done  in  Belgium,  Scotland,  and  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  The  whole  number  thus  boarded  out  since 
August  10,  1885,  has  been  about  150;  and  about  117 
of  these  now  remain  in  families.  As  the  average  cost  of 
constructing  hospitals  and  asylums  for  the  insane  in  Massa- 
chusetts has  exceeded  $1,000  for  each  inmate,  during  the 
last  twenty-four  years,  there  would  be  a  saving  of  at  least 
$120,000  in  construction  for  these  patients  now  residing  in 
families  ;  representing  a  yearly  interest-charge  to  the  State 
of  $6,000.  The  actual  cost  of  supervising  these  insane  per- 
sons in  families  is  less  than  it  would  be  in  the  hospitals, 
but  even  if  it  were  greater,  there  would  be  a  margin  of 
$6,000  each  year  to  meet  this  cost  of  supervision,  which,  at 
present  is  less  than  $2,000  a  year  for  100  patients;  while 
the  cost  of  supervision  in  the  hospitals  averages  more  than 
$5,000  a  year  for  100  patients,  even  allowing  for  the  dimin- 
ished cost  of  supervision  in  the  asylums  at  Bridgewater, 
Tewksbury  and  Worcester.  It  would  seem,  also,  from  the 
experience  of  more  than  two  years,  that  boarding  out  those 
patients  whose  condition  permits  it,  is  better  for  their  health 
and  comfort,  and  promotes  their  restoration  to  self-support. 
It  is  found  that  their  friends  take  more  interest  in  them 
while  in  families  than  while  in  the  hospitals ;  and  some  have 
returned  to  live  with  their  friends  who  might  otherwise  have 
remained  till  death  in  some  asylum. 

Besides  an  extension  of  the  boarding-out  policy,  the  classi- 
fication of  the  insane  has  been  improved  during  1887  by  the 
opening  of  the  Westborough  Hospital ;    by  the  removal  of 
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nearly  100  of  the  so-called  "  criminal  insane  "  to  the  Bridge- 
water  Asylum ;  and  the  transfer  of  nearly  90  patients  from 
different  hospitals  to  the  Austin  Farm  Asylum  of  Boston. 
These  removals,  together  with  an  enlargement  of  the  Wor- 
cester Hospital,  have  greatly  relieved  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  establishments  in  1885-86,  and  have  also  permitted  a 
better  classification  of  the  patients  in  them  all.  There  is 
still  lacking,  however,  a  clear  and  methodical  system  of 
making  removals  from  one  insane  establishment  to  another, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Lunacy  Committee  of  the  Board, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  its  duties,  must  become  familiar 
with  the  condition  and  the  needs  of  each  hospital  and  asy- 
lum. The  hospital  district  law  of  the  present  year  (chap. 
346,  1887)  will  permit  the  commitment  of  insane  persons 
to  be  made  from  the  outside  community  with  more  regard 
to  the  condition  of  each  hospital,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
patients'  friends,  than  was  possible  under  the  old  method 
of  commitment.  The  closing  of  the  Ipswich  Receptacle, 
which  took  place  October  1,  under  the  Act  of  last  year, 
nominally  reduces  in  a  small  degree  the  asylum  accommo- 
dation of  the  State ;  but  in  fact  the  Ipswich  wards  were 
unsuitable  for  the  residence  even  of  the  chronic  insane ; 
and  the  extension  of  the  Boston  facilities  for  this  class,  at 
Austin  Farm,  will  much  more  than  make  good  the  loss  of 
room  at  Ipswich.  There  would,  therefore,  appear  to  be  no 
necessity  for  building  or  enlarging  our  establishments  during 
the  coming  year,  except  by  the  erection  of  a  strong  building 
at  the  Bridgewater  Asylum  to  receive  such  of  the  convict 
insane  as  cannot  be  safely  lodged  in  the  present  buildings 
there,  and  who  should  be  removed  from  time  to  time  out  of 
the  hospitals  to  which  the  courts  or  the  Governor  now  send 
them  upon  their  first  commitment. 

The  Westborough  Hospital  has  met  with  many  difficulties 
in  its  first  year,  arising  in  part  from  the  defective  work  done 
in  fitting  up  the  basement  of  the  old  school  buildings,  which 
have  been  made  over  into  a  very  serviceable  hospital ;  and 
partly  from  the  inexperience  of  the  managers,  natural  to 
a  new  establishment.     The  accidental  introduction  of  diph- 
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theria  and  its  propagation  (in  some  way  not  yet  fully  under- 
stood) increased  those  difficulties  ;  but  an  examination  of  its 
results,  at  the  end  of  the  present  calendar  year,  will  prob- 
ably show  that  it  has  been  as  successful  as  new  hospitals 
usually  are  ;  and  in  some  respects  its  record  is  very  gratify- 
ing. The  death-rate  among  its  patients  has  been  consider- 
ably less  than  that  of  most  hospitals  in  the  State,  and  even 
less  than  the  death-rate  at  the  Bridgewater  Asylum,  the 
patients  for  which  were  generally  selected  because  of  their 
good  state  of  health;  while  the  West-borough  patients,  in 
part,  had  been  newly  committed,  and  therefore  were  more 
likely  to  die  in  their  first  year  than  those  removed  from 
other  hospitals.  The  figures  of  the  death-rate,  brought  to 
the  same  standard  of  comparison,  are  approximately  as 
follows,  arranged  in  order  downward  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest :  — 


HOSPITALS. 

Whole  No. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Worcester  Asylum,     .... 

444 

38 

8.5 

Tewksbury  Asylum,  . 

442 

33 

7.4 

Boston  Hospital. 

330 

22 

6.7 

Danvers  Hospital, 

1,188 

79 

6.6 

Taunton  Hospital, 

934 

39 

6.3 

Worcester  Hospital,  . 

1,057 

61 

5.8 

Bridgewater  Asylum, 
Northampton  Hospital, 

155 

8 

5.1 

633 

31 

4.9 

Westborough  Hospital, 

517 

25 

4.81 

The  Westborough  figures  are  the  actual  numbers  for  52 
weeks,  instead  of  the  42  weeks  between  December  7  and 
October  1.  The  new  hospital  is  lowest  on  the  list,  and  has 
a  death-rate  but  little  more  than  three-fourths  as  great  as 
that  of  the  eight  institutions  above  mentioned,  when  taken 
together,  with  their  whole  number  of  patients  reduced  to 
the  actual  aggregate  of  different  persons  therein  residing 
during,  the  year.  This  is  a  favorable  showing,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  though  hardly  expected,  that  the  same  low  death- 
rate  will  be  maintained  in  subsequent  years. 
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The  above  facts,  with  others  in  relation  to  commitments, 
recoveries,  first  admissions,  etc.,  appear  in  the  usual  Table 
of  the  Appendix,  which  gives  at  one  view  the  movement  of 
population  in  all  the  establishments  for  the  insane  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  Board,  for  the  year  ending  Octo- 
ber 1,  1887.  By  this  table  it  will  appear  that  the  number 
in  all  the  public  establishments  increased  from  3,896  to 
4,137  during  that  year,  while  the  number  in  private  asy- 
lums or  boarding  in  families  has  also  increased  from  89, 
October  1,  1886,  to  150  a  year  later.  The  nominal  admis- 
sions to  all  the  establishments,  public  and  private,  exceeded 
2,450  ;  and  the  whole  number  of  different  persons  under  treat- 
ment during  the  year,  including  those  boarding  in  families, 
was  about  5,600,  instead  of  5,350  in  the  previous  year.  As 
might  have  been  expected,  the  recoveries  and  deaths  both 
increased  with  this  additional  number  of  patients ;  and  the 
recoveries  seem  to  have  increased  slightly  less  than  the 
deaths.  A  greater  number  of  persons  have  been  this  year 
discharged  as  not  insane,  because  the  number  of  inebriates 
in  the  State  hospitals  has  been  larger  than  before.  The 
average  number  in  all  the  establishments  has  exceeded 
4,110,  chiefly  by  reason  of  the  opening  of  the  Westbor- 
ough  Hospital  and  the  Bridgewater  Asylum.  The  number 
of  residents  of  other  States  under  treatment  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts asylums  and  hospitals  rather  diminishes  each  year, 
and  is  now  quite  small,  except  at  the  McLean  Asylum  and 
the  private  establishments.  The  Board  has  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  State  hospitals  should  not  continue  to 
receive  patients  from  other  States,  believing  that  all  the 
space  in  these  hospitals  should  be  reserved  for  our  own 
citizens ;  but  there  is  no  objection  to  the  reception  of 
such  patients  in  the  private  asylums. 

The  Massachusetts  Hospitals  and  Asylums. 

In  a  previous  chapter  the  number  and  general  character  of 
the  eight  State  hospitals  and  asylums  for  the  insane  has  been 
mentioned,  and  special  remarks  concerning  each  of  them  will 
be  hereafter  given.     Besides  these  there  are  three  small  asy- 
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lums,  essentially  public  in  their  character,  the  McLean  Asy- 
lum, the  oldest  in  Massachusetts,  the  Austin  Farm  Asylum 
in  West  Eoxbury,  and  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital.  The 
McLean  Asylum,  opened  in  1818,  is  a  branch  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  and  has  always  had  on  its  board 
of  visitors  official  representatives  of  the  State  ;  at  present 
four  State  trustees  in  a  board  of  twelve.  The  Boston  Lunatic 
Hospital,  opened  in  1839,  is  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston 
and  managed  by  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  of  that 
city.  The  Austin  Farm  Asylum  was  opened  about  the  first 
of  December  in  the  city  buildings,  which  had  been  previously 
used  for  the  pauper  women,  who  are  now  in  an  almshouse  at 
Long  Island.  This  Asylum  has  received  the  surplus  popula- 
tion of  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  to  the  number  of  nearly 
90,  and  is  intended  chiefly  for  the  chronic  and  quiet  patients 
supported  by  Boston.  The  buildings  which  it  occupies  are 
of  wood,  not  very  lately  built,  but  in  good  repair ;  and  cer- 
tain changes  have  recently  been  made  to  fit  them  for  their 
present  use.  The  cost  of  these  three  asylums  for  construc- 
tion cannot  be  very  closely  calculated,  but  probably  exceeds 
$250,000  each  for  the  McLean  Asylum  and  the  South  Boston 
Hospital,  and  $50,000  for  the  Austin  Farm  Asylum,  — in  all 
$550,000.  At  present  they  contain  about  410  patients,  not 
less  than  two-thirds  of  whom  are  chronic  cases,  being  about 
equally  divided  between  private  patients  and  paupers.  The 
McLean  Asylum  contains  no  paupers,  and  its  average  weekly 
cost  for  each  patient  is  $16.  The  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital 
contains  133  paupers  of  the  city,  with  twenty-seven  private 
patients,  and  its  average  weekly  cost  for  each  patient  is 
about  $5.  The  Ipswich  Receptacle,  as  already  mentioned, 
was  closed  October  1 ,  and  nearly  half  its  inmates  have  been 
received  into  the  Dan  vers  Hospital. 

The  strictly  private  asylums  in  Massachusetts  are  few 
and  small,  nor  can  the  cost  of  their  buildings  readily  be 
computed  ;  but  it  has  not  perhaps  exceeded  $150,000  for  the 
reception  and  accommodation  for  about  100  patients.  The 
present  number  is  less  than  65.  All  of  them,  and  the  three 
public  asylums  just  mentioned,  at  Somerville,  South  Boston 
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and  Austin  Farm,  are  under  the  supervision  of  this  Board, 
and  have  been  visited  during  the  year  by  members  of  the 
Board,  as  well  as  by  the  Inspector  of  Charities.  One  pri- 
vate asylum,  at  Tyngsborough,  has  been  closed  and  a  new 
one  at  Amherst  has  taken  its  place  on  the  list. 

Assuming  our  estimates  of  construction-cost  and  con- 
venient capacity  to  be  correct,  there  is  now  room  in  the 
hospitals  and  asylums,  public  and  private,  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  about  4,400  insane  patients,  at  a  construction-cost 
of  about  $7,000,000,  or  an  average  of  about  $1,600  for  the 
reception  and  accommodation  of  each  patient.  There  are  at 
present  in  these  buildings  4,170  patients,  the  number  having 
decreased  since  the  1st  of  October,  when  there  were  4,203, 
as  shown  by  Table  XVII,  in  the  Appendix.  But  during 
the  year  covered  by  that  table  there  had  been  about  5,600 
patients  in  these  buildings,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period. 
The  actual  number  of  reported  recoveries  among  these 
patients  in  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887,  was  but  353, 
while  376  died  at  the  establishments,  and  several  others 
during  the  year,  after  their  discharge.  The  number  of  new 
commitments  of  insane  persons  in  Massachusetts  in  a  year 
now  exceeds  1,200,  the  whole  number  of  commitments  and 
transfers  being  more  than  2,300.  But  the  recent  cases  of 
insanity  appearing  in  the  year  do  not  exceed  900  ;  and  the 
number  of  insane  persons  practically  curable,  at  any  one 
time  in  the  State,  does  not  probably  reach  600,  though  there 
are  more  than  600  persons  who  would  be  set  down  as  having 
some  prospect  of  recovery.  Out  of  more  than  3,700  pauper 
patients  now  found  in  our  asylums,  nearly  2,500  are  city  and 
town  paupers,  and  less  than  1,100  are  State  paupers. 

The  increasing  number  of  city  and  town  patients  makes 
it  important  that  all  cities  which  can  do  so  should  provide 
local  asylums  for  their  chronic  insane,  as  Boston,  Brockton, 
Fitchburg,  Lawrence,  and  other  cities  have  done  or  are 
doing.  In  this  way  the  curative  treatment  of  recent  cases 
could  be  made  better,  while  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
incurable  would  be  materially  lessened.  An  Act  of  1886, 
chapter  319,  requires  all  cities  and  towns  to  allow  all  persons 
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suffering  from  recent  insanity  the  opportunity  of  medical 
treatment  in  some  hospital  or  asylum ;  and  all  asylums  for 
the  chronic  insane  should  be  either  under  the  ^direction  of  a 
competent  physician  or  subject  to  frequent  visitation  by  some 
well-qualified  medical  man. 

The  Law  or  Commitment  and  Discharge. 

Few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  law  of  commitment 
during  the  past  year,  and  few  are  necessary  except  with  regard 
to  inebriates,  who,  as  elsewhere  recommended,  should  be  sent 
to  a  special  asylum  instead  of  to  the  hospitals  as  at  present. 
The  general  operation  of  all  the  commitment  laws,  since  they 
were  made  (in  1879)  to  imply  a  judicial  commitment  of  all 
persons  really  insane,  has  apparently  not  increased  the  ad- 
missions to  the  hospitals  greatly  above  what  they  would 
otherwise  have  been ;  nor  has  it  delayed  or  prevented  com- 
mitment to  any  perceptible  extent.  The  provision  for  emer- 
gency cases  and  voluntary  commitments  has  guarded  against 
this  ;  yet  the  number  of  these  has  not  been  very  large. 
Most  of  the  emergency  cases  reappear  among  the  judicial 
commitments.  During  the  whole  six  years  that  the  volun- 
tary commitment  act  has  been  in  operation  only  260  persons 
have  availed  themselves  of  it,  mostly  in  the  McLean  Asylum. 
Several  of  these  persons  have  committed  themselves  more 
than  once,  so  that  the  whole  number  of  commitments  has 
been  308.  Of  these  persons  all  but  50  have  now  been 
discharged,  but  many  of  them  were  subsequently  committed 
judicially ;  and  few  of  the  voluntary  cases,  except  inebri- 
ates, have  proved  to  be  entirely  exempt  from  insanity.  The 
number  of  voluntary  cases  during  the  past  year  was  less  than 
50,  of  whom  six  had  previously  committed  themselves  in 
the  same  manner.  The  majority  of  such  cases  are  men,  and 
the  recommitments  are  more  likely  to  be  of  men,  so  that  the 
number  of  persons  voluntarily  committed  is  about  the  same 
in  the  two  sexes. 

During  six  years  past  the  whole  number  of  commitments 
from  the  general  community  was  about  8,500,  so  that  the 
voluntary  commitments  (308)  were  scarcely   4  per  cent,  of 
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the  whole  number.  During  the  calendar  year  1887,  as  just 
stated,  there  were  less  than  50  voluntary  commitments,  of 
which  about  30  were  at  the  McLean  Asylum,  where  they 
constitute  nearly  a  third  part  of  all  the  commitments.  It 
was  held  by  this  Board,  in  a  disputed  case,  that  voluntary 
admissions  at  a  private  asylum  were  not  within  the  meaning 
of  the  law  of  1881,  provided  the  persons  applying  were  man- 
ifestly insane  ;  but  that  other  persons  applying  for  admission 
at  a  private  asylum  could  be  received  without  legal  commit- 
ment. One  effect  of  voluntary  commitments  is  to  increase 
the  admissions  of  persons  who  cannot  strictly  be  called  in- 
sane ;  and  this  accounts  in  part  for  the  number  of  such  per- 
sons in  the  statistical  tables. 

Admissions,  Re  admissions  and  Recoveries. 
Along  with  the  constant  increase  of  insane  persons  in  the 
public  establishments  (who  amount  now  to  more  than  6,000 
in  course  of  the  year)  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
of  commitments  from  the  general  community  for  the  last 
few  years.  In  1881  these  commitments  from  the  community 
(excluding  those  transferred  from  one  asylum  to  another) 
were  about  1,225,  or  possibly  1,250,  of  whom  about  950 
had  never  before  been  in  any  hospital,  leaving  about  300  as 
readmissions.  In  1882  the  persons  admitted  from  the  gen- 
eral community  were  1,327,  of  whom  1,005  had  never  been 
in  any  hospital,  leaving  322  readmissions  ;  in  1883  the  ad- 
missions from  the  general  community  were  1,389,  the  first 
admissions,  1,101,  and  the  readmissions,  288;  in  1884  the 
admissions  from  the  community  fell  to  1,336,  while  the  first 
admissions  were  1,093,  and  the  readmissions,  243  ;  in  1885 
the  admissions  from  the  general  community  were  1,345,  and 
the  first  admissions  also  a  little  greater  (1,126),  the  read- 
missions  being  219.  In  1886  there  were  1,495  admissions 
from  the  general  community  ;  the  first  admissions  were  1,136, 
and  the  readmissions,  359  ;  in  1887,  among  1,600  admissions 
from  the  general  community,  there  were  1,242  first  admis- 
sions, and  358  readmissions.  The  first  admissions,  there- 
fore, have  been  increasing  faster  than  the  whole  number  of 
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admissions  from  the  general  population,  while  the  readmis- 
sions  have  not.  This  last  is  probably  owing  to  the  numerous 
removals  from  the  hospitals  to  private  families,  the  town 
almshouses  and  local  asylums,  where  patients  have  remained 
without  going  forth  into  the  community,  and,  therefore,  have 
not  been  readmitted  to  any  hospital.  The  recent  cases  of 
insanity,  which  are  to  be  distinguished  from  first  admissions, 
and  are  always  considerably  fewer,  advanced  from  550  in 
1881  and  611  in  1882,  to  754  in  1883,  799  in  1884,  720 
in  1885,  786  in  1886  and  888  in  1887.  Between  the  1st  of 
October,  1879,  and  the  same  date  in  1887  there  were  8,567 
persons  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  the  Massachusetts 
hospitals  and  asylums,  —  an  average  of  a  little  less  than 
1,100  in  a  year.  At  the  date  first  given  these  establish- 
ments contained  a  little  more  than  3,000  insane  persons,  to 
whom  were  added  the  8,567  first  admissions,  making  a  total 
in  the  eight  years  of  about  11,600.  Among  this  large  popu- 
lation there  were  only  2,624  nominal  recoveries  during  the 
eight  years,  or  an  average  of  328  in  a  year  ;  and  630  of  these 
recovered  persons  afterwards  relapsed  and  entered  the  hospi- 
tals again.  The  permanent  recoveries  cannot  be  reckoned  as 
more  than  2,000,  or  17  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  under 
treatment.  In  the  same  period  of  eight  years  the  deaths  in 
these  establishments  were  2,793,  an  average  of  349  in  a  year. 
If,  therefore,  a  thousand  insane  persons  are  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital for  the  first  time  in  a  single  year,  and  if  only  667  re- 
cover or  die,  —  which  is  about  the  state  of  the  case,  — one- 
third  of  this  annual  thousand  would  seem  to  be  added  to  the 
insane  population  of  the  State  every  year.  In  fact,  this  ad- 
dition is  less  ;  for  there  were  many  deaths  in  the  eight  years 
which  have  not  been  reported,  many  removals  from  the  State 
and  a  few  recoveries.  But  it  would  not  appear  safe  now  to 
reckon  the  yearly  accumulation  of  the  Massachusetts  insane 
at  less  than  250.  This  would  indicate  a  gain  in  ten  years  of 
2,500,  or  42  per  cent.,  while  the  population  increases  less 
than  half  as  fast,  as  has  been  shown  already. 
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Hospital  Kesidence  of  the  Insane. 
Of  2,598  patients  who  were  residing  in  the  State  hospitals 
and  asylums  October  1,  1879,  1,100  remained  in  the  same 
establishments  eight  years  afterwards,  while  800  had  died 
there.  Of  the  700  other  persons  who  had  been  discharged, 
a  considerable  number  (120)  are  now  living  in  almshouses, 
while  100  or  more  have  died  after  leaving  the  hospitals. 
These  figures  show  how  slowly  our  hospital  patients  go  back 
into  the  general  community  to  remain  there  permanently.  It 
would  appear  that  .the  average  hospital  residence  of  those 
who  die  in  the  establishments  is  at  least  three  and  one-fourth 
years,  while  the  average  residence  of  the  4,170  now  remain- 
ing is  more  than  Hyq  years.  The  average  hospital  residence 
of  those  who  recover  is  between  seven  and  eight  months,  and 
there  are  few  instances  of  recovery  after  the  patient  has  been 
in  the  hospital  for  a  year  ;  yet  the  average  duration  of  insan- 
ity (including  the  period  before  the  patient  entered  the  hos- 
pital) in  all  the  recoveries  is  something  more  than  a  year. 
The  average  duration  of  insanity  at  death  is  shown  to  be 
more  than  six  years,  and  is  longer  in  case  of  women  than  of 
men.  The  period  of  recovery  for  men  is  also  shorter  than 
for  women,  which  accounts  for  the  greater  number  of  women 
found  among  the  accumulated  chronic  insane.  This  excess 
of  women  in  the  insane  of  Massachusetts  is  now  more  than 
400  ;  and  yet  the  whole  number  of  insane  persons  has  been 
greater  among  men  than  among  women,  because  more  men 
die  and  more  recover.  In  consequence  of  this  excess  one 
establishment  (the  Tewksbury  Asylum)  is  mainly  devoted 
to  women ;  and  in  building  for  the  chronic  insane  hereafter, 
it  will  be  expedient  to  provide  more  space  for  women  than 
for  men.  This  has  already  been  done  in  the  Westborough 
Insane  Hospital.  In  this  new  hospital,  as  in  those  at  Dan- 
vers  and  Worcester,  the  average  period  of  hospital  residence 
will  be  short  at  first ;  and  it  seems  to  require  from  five  to  ten 
years  to  bring  up  this  average  to  what  may  be  called  the  nor- 
mal rate, — that  is,  between  six  and  seven  years,  as  in  the 
Northampton  Hospital.     In  the   chronic   asylums   at  Wor- 
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cester  and  Tewksbury  the  aggregate  time  of  residence  (both 
there  and  in  the  hospitals  from  which  the  patients  were 
taken)  exceeds  seven  and  one-half  years.  At  the  Boston 
Lunatic  Hospital,  in  some  years,  the  average  residence  has 
nearly  reached  seven  years  ;  and  the  same  is  perhaps  true  of 
the  patients  at  the  McLean  Asylum,  where  no  calculation  of 
this  kind  has  been  made. 

From  these  considerations  it  becomes  probable  that  the 
average  duration  of  established  insanity  in  Massachusetts  is 
more  than  seven  and  less  than  nine  years,  notwithstanding 
the  unusual  death-rate  which  prevails  among  the  recent  in- 
sane and  a  portion  of  the  chronic  cases.  The  average  dura- 
tion of  insanity,  among  the  2,598  insane  persons  who  were 
in  all  the  State  hospitals,  etc.,  in  October,  1879,  was  then 
more  than  a  year ;  and  as  more  than  two-fifths  of  them  were 
still  in  public  establishments  eight  years  later,  their  average 
duration  of  insanity  must  have  been  nine  years  or  a  little  less. 

With  these  general  remarks  we  will  proceed  to  a  consid- 
eration of  the  existing  establishments  for  the  insane  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  their  condition  in  the  year  1887,  arranging 
them  in  the  different  classes  according  to  the  date  of  their 
opening.  If  it  should  be  thought  that  these  hospitals  and 
asylums  have  increased  too  fast  or  become  too  costly,  the 
answer  would  be  that  the  population  of  Massachusetts  has 
been  gaining  rapidly,  and  that  in  all  the  progressive  parts  of 
the  country  there  has  been  a  similar  accumulation  of  the  in- 
sane. The  per  capita  cost  of  maintaining  this  class  is  less 
in  our  State  than  in  most  others. 
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I.     STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 

1.     The  Worcester  Hospital. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  John  G.  Park. 
This  Hospital  maintains  two  establishments  ;  that  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Park  is  the  new  Hospital,  which  was 
opened  for  patients  in  October,  1877.  At  that  time  the 
name  of  the  old  hospital  was  changed  to  "Asylum,"  and  it 
was  placed  under  a  special  superintendent,  —  at  first  Dr. 
Park,  and  afterwards  Dr.  Quinby.  In  respect  to  admissions 
and  discharges  the  new  hospital  continues  the  register  which 
was  kept  at  the  old  hospital  up  to  October,  1877,  while  the 
Asylum  has  a  new  register,  containing  only  the  chronic 
pauper  patients  received  under  the  Act  of  1877.  These 
patients  are  all  transferred  by  this  Board  from  other  hos- 
pitals and  asylums,  and  few  recent  cases  are  among  them.  In 
the  new  Hospital  most  of  the  patients  are  committed  by  the 
courts,  though  transfers  are  sometimes  made  from  the  pris- 
ons and  from  other  hospitals.  The  whole  number  of  patients 
in  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887,  has  been  1,057  (the 
average  number  about  720),  of  whom  something  less  than  a 
sixth  part  were  reported  as  private  patients.  The  recoveries 
at  Worcester  were  but  74  and  the  deaths  61,  in  a  total  of 
1,057  persons.  The  death  rate  was  low,  being  only  5.8  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number  under  treatment.  Of  the  74  re- 
coveries at  Worcester  only  68  were  first  admissions,  and  3 
were  recoveries  after  three  or  more  admissions.  The  deaths 
upon  first  admissions  were  48  ;  and  in  all  the  State  hospitals, 
while  the  recoveries  upon  first  admissions  were  220,  the 
deaths  upon  first  admissions  were  209.  Out  of  the  224  ad- 
mitted at  Worcester  during  the  year,   who  had  never  been 


civ  LUNACY   AND    CHAEITY.  [Jan. 

HISTORICAL    RESULTS    AT   WORCESTER. 


in  a  hospital  before,  the  number  of  recoveries  during  the 
year  was  apparently  less  than  60.  Dr.  Park's  tables  show 
that  the  10,874  patients  received  at  Worcester  during  fifty- 
four  years  have  had  nearly  or  quite  19,000  admissions  either 
at  Worcester  or  elsewhere.  As  1,688  of  these  persons 
died  without  leaving  the  Worcester  hospital,  the  9,186  other 
patients  must  have  had  an  average  of  two  admissions  each 
during  their  whole  hospital  life.  The  whole  number  of  nom- 
inal recoveries  during  the  fifty-four  years  covered  by  these 
tables  was  5,070,  or  about  47  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number 
(10,874)  ;  but  as  hundreds  of  these  nominally  recovered 
persons  had  many  recoveries  each,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  whole 
number  of  different  persons  who  went  out  permanently  re- 
covered was  more  than  3,500,  which  would  be  less  than  33 
per  cent. 

In  order  to  show  what  was  the  result  of  recovery  in  cases 
which  did  not  return  to  the  hospital,  Dr.  Park  prints  a  table 
giving  the  facts  concerning  972  persons  who  were  discharged 
recovered,  either  upon  their  only  admission  or  their  last  re- 
admission.  This  table  shows  that,  of  these  972  persons,  only 
559  continued  sane  through  the  rest  of  their  lives,  or  up  to 
this  time  ;  so  that  not  much  more  than  half  of  the  patients 
who  recover  in  our  hospitals  continue  sane  through  the  rest 
of  their  lives. 

The  removal  of  more  than  150  patients  from  the  Worces- 
ter Hospital  to  the  Bridge  water  and  Worcester  Asylums  and 
the  Westborough  Hospital  has  left  ample  room  for  all  who 
remain ;  and  this  has  been  enlarged  by  the  opening  of  both 
the  new  circular  wards  for  suicidal  patients,  which  are  now 
fully  occupied.  Thus  the  present  arrangements  at  this  hos- 
pital for  the  comfort  of  the  patients  (including  single  rooms 
for  a  greater  number  than  in  any  other  hospital)  are,  on  the 
whole,  better  than  elsewhere ;  and  the  crowded  state  of  the 
wards  no  longer  prevents  them  from  enjoying  that  comfort 
and  quiet  which  is  so  needful  for  the  restoration  of  the  curable 
insane.  The  surplus  fund  of  the  hospital  has  paid  for  these 
new  wards,  and  is  therefore  less  than  formerly,  but  is  still 
ample,  and  at  present  increasing,  notwithstanding  the  dim- 
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thing  must  be  ascribed  to  the  increased  medical  force,  which 
was  formerly  too  small  for  the  number  of  patients  to  be 
cared  for.  ,  The  medical  staff  at  Taunton  is  now  ample,  and 
the  medical  records  and  general  registers  of  the  hospital  are 
very  well  kept.  Certain  faults  of  construction  and  arrange- 
ment in  the  buildings  and  grounds  are  difficult  to  remedy, 
but  much  has  been  done  to  better  them  in  the  past  year. 
The  recoveries  do  not  increase,  of  course,  and  were  but  59 
last  year. 

The  new  street  in  the  rear  of  the  hospital,  taking  the 
place  of  an  old  one,  which  was  inconveniently  near  the 
buildings,  has  given  room  for  an  extension  of  the  grounds, 
and  for  the  construction  of  an  artesian  well,  which  will  soon 
supply  the  establishment  with  most  of  its  water,  and  permit 
a  reduction  in  the  annual  cost  to  the  extent  of  $1,000  or 
more.  This  fact  makes  the  proposed  appropriation  for  a 
pump  and  pump-house  a  measure  of  economy ;  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  other  improvements  mentioned 
by  the  Trustees  in  their  report,  since  these  will  increase 
the  annual  product  of  the  farm,  stables,  etc.  The  waste 
land  in  one  corner  of  the  estate  has  been  drained  and 
cleared,  and  will  add  to  the  arable  part  of  this  farm;  but 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  a  better  location  for  the 
hospital  must  sooner  or  later  be  found,  on  account  of  the 
growth  of  the  city  about  the  present  buildings. 

4.  The  Northampton  Hospital. 
Superintendent,  Dr.  E.  B.  Nims. 
Like  the  other  State  hospitals,  this  establishment  has 
diminished  its  population  during  1^87,  the  whole  number 
of  persons  under  treatment  being  633,  while  the  number 
remaining  October  1,  1887,  was  but  469,  and  is  now  even 
less,  —  461.  The  removal  of  patients  to  Westborough  and 
Worcester,  and  the  considerable  number  boarded  in  fami- 
lies, together  with  the  operation  of  the  Hospital  District 
law,  have  produced  this  result,  which  is  every  way  satis- 
factory. The  growth  of  population  in  the  cities  and  villages 
of  the  four  western  counties  will  gradually  fill  up  the  wards 
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again,  and  will  make  it  expedient  to  build  the  new  hospital 
for  recent  cases  which  has  formerly  been  recommended  by 
the  Trustees  and  by  this  Board. 

Few  transfers  have  been  made  to  this  hospital  during 
the  year,  while  12  persons  have  been  boarded  in  families; 
only  2  patients  having  been  returned  to  the  hospital  from 
boarding  places.  The  recoveries  during  the  year  were  27 
and  the  deaths  31,  showing  the  death-rate  to  be  4.9  per 
cent.  ;  and  the  rate  of  recovery  4|-  per  cent.  This  is 
the  lowest  death-rate  at  any  of  the  establishments  for  the 
insane,  excepting  Westborough.  This  small  mortality  is 
characteristic  of  the  Northampton  Hospital,  owing  mainly 
to  the  great  proportion  of  chronic  cases.  At  the  Worcester 
Asylum,  however,  where  all  the  cases  are  chronic,  the  death- 
rate  has  been  8|  per  cent,  in  a  total  of  444  persons  ;  but  the 
Worcester  cases  are  the  remnant  of  hospital  treatment  else- 
where, and  therefore  a  selection  of  worse  lives  than  those 
at  Northampton.  Formerly  the  Northampton  patients  were 
often  transfers  from  other  hospitals,  but  this  is  no  longer 
the  case. 

The  improvementtof  the  buildings  during  the  past  year 
has  been  noticeable  and  is  still  going  on.  Their  cost  lessens 
the  hospital  surplus,  but  the  rate  of  board  is  now  such  that 
a  considerable  fund  accrues  each  year  to  make  good  what  is 
thus  spent.  This  remark  is  still  more  true  of  the  Worces- 
ter Asylum,  where  the  rate  of  board  could  be  reduced  to 
$3  a  week.  But  at  Northampton,  in  view  of  the  prospective 
building  of  a  small  detached  hospital  for  curable  cases,  the 
present  rate  should  continue,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  erec- 
tion of  such  a  building  from  the  surplus  fund,  as  has  been 
done  at  the  Worcester  Hospital.  The  Northampton  finances 
have  long  been  managed  with  so  much  economy  that  this 
accruing  fund  can  safely  be  left  in  the  same  frugal  hands. 
The  farm-buildings  and  store  houses  at  this  hospital  have 
been  much  enlarged,  and  the  farm  is  the  best  and  most  pro- 
ductive of  all  those  owned  by  the  State,  —  a  fact  which  greaity 
assists  the  superintendent  in  keeping  down  the  weekly  cost  at 
his  establishment.     The  surplus  at  Northampton  has  accrued 
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inished  number  of  patients.  The  management  is  satisfac- 
tory and  the  hospital  farm  is  every  year  more  productive. 
The  diet  of  the  patients  is  thus  improved,  without  additional 
cost,  and  an  opportunity  is  given  for  employing  the  patients 
in  out-door  labor.  Their  in-door  occupations  are  less  than 
in  some  establishments,  and  should  be  extended  and  varied, 
now  that  the  insane  convicts  have  been  mostly  removed, 
making  it  easier  to  employ  the  men  at  mechanical  labor. 


2.     The  Worcester  Asylum. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  H.  N.  Quinby. 

The  accounts  of  this  branch  of  the  Worcester  Hospital  are 
separately  kept,  so  that  it  thus  has  a  surplus  of  its  own,  which 
slightly  increases,  notwithstanding  the  improvements  con- 
stantly made  in  the  buildings,  which  have  now  been  brought 
into  excellent  condition  by  these  improvements.  The  num- 
ber of  patients  here  varies  less  than  at  the  hospitals  which 
receive  cases  from  the  courts, — being  usually  kept  up  by 
transfers  from  those  hospitals,  while  there  are  few  discharges 
except  by  death.  Its  capacity  is  now  about  400,  and  the 
whole  number  of  patients  in  1887  was  444,  of  whom  two  re- 
covered and  38  died.  The  average  number  was  394,  and 
the  weekly  cost  was  about  $3.  The  restraint  and  seclusion 
of  patients  here  is  now  less  than  in  most  of  the  hospitals ; 
and  this  change  has  been  made  without  materially  increasing 
the  number  of  attendants  or  the  use  of  what  is  called  chem- 
ical restraint.  The  ventilation,  heating  and  general  condi- 
tion of  the  asylum  are  noticeably  good ;  and  the  mortality 
in  the  two  past  years  has  been  less  than  formerly,  though 
greater  than  in  most  hospitals.  As  this  is  the  place  of  last 
resort  for  a  large  class  of  the  chronic  insane  the  death-rate 
can  hardly  fail  to  be  large  in  proportion  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  patients,  while  the  recoveries  can  be  but  few.  For 
various  reasons  the  cost  here  is  less  than  at  the  State  hos- 
pitals, and  might  now  be  fixed  at  $3  a  week  without  detri- 
ment to  the  Asylum.  To  this  might  be  added  the  actual  cost 
of  clothing  and    other    articles  used    or    destroyed   by  the 
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patients  ;  which  would  not  exceed  an  average  of  25  cents  a 
week  for  each  patient.  We  have  suggested  elsewhere  that 
the  rate  for  patients  at  the  Bridge  water  and  Tewksbury  asy- 
lums be  fixed  at  $2.50  a  week,  to  include  clothing ;  for  it  is 
found  that  this  sum  will  be  sufficient  in  those  establishments, 
where  more  of  the  inmates  sleep  in  dormitories,  and  where 
their  labor  is  more  profitably  employed  than  in  most  hospi- 
tals. 

No  woman  has  yet  been  engaged  as  assistant  physician  in 
the  Worcester  Asylum.  In  our  opinion  the  statute  requires 
such  an  appointment ;  the  number  of  women  here  treated 
is  greater  than  at  West  borough,  and  nearly  as  large  as  at 
the  Tewksbury  Asylum  —  in  both  which  establishments  a 
woman  is  assistant  physician.  The  medical  care  at  Worces- 
ter is  otherwise  unexceptionable,  and  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  Asylum  is  worthy  of  praise.  A  few  of  its 
inmates  have  lately  been  placed  in  families  to  board,  but  no 
large  number  of  suitable  cases  can  be  found  there. 

3.     The  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  J.  P.  Brown. 

For  some  years  past  this  hospital  has  been  crowded,  but 
now  is  less  so.  The  whole  number  of  patients  in  1886  was 
973,  and  in  1887  only  934,  or  but  little  more  than  two  years 
ago,  when  it  was  920  ;  the  average  number  is  less  than  in 
either  1886,  when  it  was  683,  or  1*85,  when  it  was  650. 
The  average  number  for  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887, 
was  but  638,  and  for  the  calendar  year  does  not  exceed  630. 
The  excess  of  patients  in  these  years  diminished  the  comfort 
of  the  inmates,  but  did  not  lead  to  an  increased  mortality  ; 
for  the  deaths,  which  in  1883  were  79,  were  only  67  in 
1886,  and  last  year  only  59.  The  present  death-rate  is  only 
6.3  per  cent,  on  the  whole  number  under  treatment,  —  les9 
than  at  the  Worcester  Asylum,  but  more  than  at  the  Wor- 
cester Hospital.  The  removal  from  Taunton  of  many  old 
patients  to  almshouses,  etc.,  and  to  the  Worcester  Asylum, 
may  account  in  part  for  the  decrease   in   deaths  ;  but  some- 
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it  seems  possible  to  keep  the  population  below  700  ;  but  the 
"rowing*  cities  of  Essex  and  Middlesex  send  an  increasing 
number  of  patients,  and  few  of  the  neighboring  towns  have 
yet  received  the  Danvers  inmates  as  boarders  in  private  fam- 
ilies. Were  the  colonization  of  these  quiet  patients  once 
begun  it  would  go  on  rapidly,  as  has  been  the  case  at  the 
Northampton  Hospital  and  the  Tewksbury  Asylum.  The 
rural  towns  of  Essex  County  are  well  adapted  for  such 
boarders,  and  it  is  hoped  that  many  will  find  their  way  into 
good  families  there  the  present  year.  Yet  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  this  method  of  supporting  the  harmless  insane 
tends  to  make  the  hospital  residents  more  difficult  to  trea?, 
and  increases  to  some  extent  the  cost  of  carrying  on  the  es- 
tablishments in  which  acute  cases  are  received  in  large  num- 
bers. It  does  not  appear  feasible,  therefore,  to  reduce  the 
weekly  rate  of  board  paid  by  the  State  and  towns  at  such 
hospitals  as  those  at  Danvers,  Taunton  and  Worcester ;  nor, 
on  the  contrary,  should  it  be  raised,  as  the  hospital  Trustees 
have  sometimes  claimed.  A  fair  compromise  between  this 
claim  and  that  of  some  city  Overseers  to  have  the  price  of 
clothing  included  in  the  present  weekly  rate,  would  be  to 
charge  the  cost  of  clothing  and  breakage  as  an  additional 
item  in  the  five  State  hospitals,  which  deal  with  the  most 
difficult  cases,  and  to  remit  it  in  all  the  asylums.  The  jus- 
tice of  this  will  be  seen  most  evidently  at  Danvers  should 
the  number  of  inmates  there  fall  much  below  700. 

The  general  betterment  of  the  hospital  farms  is  now  as  vis- 
ible at  Danvers  as  anywhere  ;  and  the  clearing  up  of  waste 
land  by  the  removal  of  stones,  under  draining,  etc.,  has  much 
improved  that  rocky  estate.  The  disposal  of  the  sewage  is 
also  better  at  Danvers  than  ever  before,  and  the  farm  crops, 
in  a  good  year,  show  the  effect  of  these  changes.  The  gen- 
eral management  remains  much  the  same  ;  and  the  financial 
standing  of  this  hospital  has  long  been  of  the  best.  An  im- 
provement in  the  diet  and  clothing  of  the  patients  is  observ- 
able here,  as  at  Taunton  and  Worcester.  The  number  of 
private  patients  does  not  increase,  and  perhaps  this  is  hardly 
to  be  expected. 
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features  of  the  westborough  hospital. 

(3.     The  Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  N.  E.  Paine. 

Although  not  then  completed  according  to  the  plans  of  the 
Trustees,  this  establishment  was  opened  December  1,  1886, 
by  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  and  soon  contained  more 
than   200  inmates.     The  main   building,   which  is  still  the 
only  one  occupied  by  patients,  differs  in  its  plan  and  ap- 
pointments from  every  other  State   hospital,  —  partly    be- 
cause the  original  structure  required  this  and  partly  because 
the  architect  introduced  features  not    elsewhere    found, — 
notably  the  large  dining-hall  for  both  sexes,  which  accom- 
modates more  than  200  patients  out  of  the  340  who  are  now 
resident  there.     The  use  of  this  dining-hall,  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  kitchen,  has  shown  that  it  is  a  good  feature, 
and  one  that  might  well  be  introduced  in  other  hospitals. 
Among  the  530  patients  who  have  been  admitted  at  West- 
borough  in  the  past  thirteen  months,  nearly  half  have  been 
transferred  from  the   older  hospitals,  and   more   than   two- 
thirds  were  chionic  cases.     This  might  have  been  expected, 
but  does  not  seem  to  have  been  anticipated  by  the  Trustees, 
who  apparently  looked  for  a  larger  admission  of  curable  and 
paying  patients  than  the  experience  of  the  other  State  hos- 
pitals led  others  to  expect.     Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the 
recoveries   have   been   considerable,  and  the  current  cost  no 
greater  than  it  was  natural  to  estimate  for  a  new  hospital 
managed  by  persons   who  had  not  before  directed  such  an 
establishment.     The    stall    of   physicians,    supervisors    and 
attendants  has  necessarily  been  made  up  of  persons  without 
much  hospital  experience  in  Massachusetts  ;  and  it  was  sev- 
eral   months    before    an   organization  effective   for  all   pur- 
poses was  secured.     Even  after  this,  there  were  many  changes 
among  the  attendants  and   nurses,  and   the  female   assistant 
physician  was  unable  from  illness  to  perform  her  duties.     In 
all  the  hospitals  the  change  of  attendants  and  nurses  is  too 
frequent ;   and  this  was  greater  at  Westborough  by  reason 
of  diphtheria  twice  occurring,  and  other  causes. 
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wholly  from  this  reduced  cost,  and  is  not  due  to  special  appro- 
priations. Indeed,  none  of  the  existing  hospitals  has  received 
so  few  appropriations,  other  than  for  the  board  of  patients, 
as  Northampton,  considering  the  length  of  time  (thirty  years) 
since  it  was  opened. 

The  town  of  Prescott,  which  neglected  to  send  one  of  its 
insane  poor  to  this  hospital,  where  she  might  have  recovered 
(as  is  related  in  the  Appendix*),  has,  since  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Lindsey,  sent  two  patients  there  for  treatment,  instead 
of  leaving  them  at  home,  or  committing  them  to  an  alms- 
house. This  mode  of  dealing  with  recent  cases  of  insanity 
has  been  recommended  to  all  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  a 
circular  letter  issued  by  the  Board,  and  printed  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

5.     The  Dan  vers  Hospital. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  W.  A.  Gorton. 
The  history  of  this  establishment  continues  to  furnish  use- 
ful lessons  in  the  construction  and  care  of  hospitals  for  the 
Massachusetts  insane.  It  was  built  at  greater  cost  than  any 
other  State  hospital,  and  has  had  more  commitments  than 
any  other  since  it  opened  in  May,  1878  In  the  nine  or  ten 
years  since,  about  750  of  its  patients  have  been  removed  by 
direct  transfer,  either  to  other  hospitals,  to  chronic  asylums 
or  to  almshouses  ;  and  most  of  these  transfers  were  from  the 
better  class  of  chronic  patients.  At  the  same  time  the  ad- 
missions have  been  at  the  rate  of  nearl}7  500  a  year,  —  almost 
10  a  week,  so  that  the  medical  officers,  supervisors  and 
attendants  have  had  great  labor  thrown  upon  them  in  the  dis- 
posal of  new  cases.  All  this  has  increased  the  cost  of  car- 
rying on  the  hospital,  while  diminishing  its  facilities  for 
the  care  of  curable  patients.  The  recent  division  of  commit- 
ments from  Suffolk  was  made  to  relieve  the  Dan  vers  Hospital 
from  the  great  pressure  of  new  cases,  and  the  necessity  of 
making  frequent  removals.  For  the  past  seven  years  the 
aggregate  recoveries  upon  first  admissions  at  Danvers  have 
been  but  (527,  while  the  aggregate  deaths  upon  first  admis- 

*  See  page  92. 
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sions  have  been  621.  This  shows  that  in  the  newest  of 
the  larger  hospitals,  receiving  more  recent  cases  than  any 
other,  the  possible  recoveries  are  less  than  half  of  those  ad- 
mitted for  the  first  time,  while  the  actual  recoveries  are  much 
fewer.  During  eight  years,  660  cases  of  paresis  have  been 
received  at  all  the  hospitals,  420  of  which  have  already 
died;  and  of  these,  310  cases  and  195  deaths  occurred 
at  Dan  vers.  For  some  reason,  not  readily  seen,  this  form 
of  insanity,  the  most  fatal  of  all,  has  shown  itself  a  little 
less  at  Danvers  than  formerly,  while  the  cases  received 
are  usually  of  longer  continuance.  The  whole  number  of 
patients  at  Danvers  in  the  last  year  was  1,188  ;  the  recov- 
eries were  64  and  the  deaths  79.  The  falling  off  in  recov- 
eries may  be  ascribed  to  the  decrease  in  new  admissions,  which 
were  only  306,  against  381  in  each  year  (1885  and  1886). 

No  training-school  for  attendants  has  yet  been  opened  at 
this  hospital,  where  the  need  of  one  is  more  strongly  felt  than 
elsewheie,  but  the  consulting  physicians  have  recommended 
one,  and  the  amount  of  the  surplus  fund  is  sufficient  to  war- 
rant the  expenditure  which  would  be  necessary.  Once  estab- 
lished, such  a  school  would  soon  justify  itself,  and  the 
example  would  be  followed  in  other  hospitals.  Such  schools 
now  exist  in  the  State  hospitals  of  New  York  (at  Buffalo  and 
Poughkeepsie),  Illinois  (at  Kankakee),  Indiana  (at  Indian- 
apolis) and  also  at  the  great  Willard  Asylum  of  New  York  — 
the  largest  single  establishment  for  the  insane  in  America, 
unless  the  Ward's  Island  Asylum  of  New  York  city  has 
overtaken  its  number  of  patients.  Wherever  these  schools 
are  introduced  they  do  good,  although  they  cannot,  alone, 
raise  the  standard  of  hospital  care  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 

But  for  the  closing  of  the  Ipswich  Receptacle,  which  added 
more  than  20  chronic  patients  to  the  already  large  number 
of  that  class  at  Danvers,  the  population  of  this  hospital 
would  now  be  about  700.  It  is  desirable  that  this  limit 
never  should  be  again  exceeded,  —  for  every  patient  beyond 
700  in  the  Danvers  wards  crowds  them  and  lessens  the  com- 
fort and  prospect  of  recovery  of  the  patients.  Now  that  the 
pressure  of  Boston  commitments  is  removed  for  the  present 
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Asylum  will,  perhaps,  prevent  any  increase  in  the  number 
of  city  patients  at  Tewksbury,  because  the  two  asylums  will 
receive  the  same  class  of  inmates.  The  removal  from  the 
Tewksbury  Asylum  of  many  healthy  patients  to  board  in 
families,  and  the  fact  that  their  places  were  supplied  by 
patients  less  robust  from  the  State  hospitals,  has  increased 
the  death-rate  at  Tewksbury  during  the  past  year ;  but  the 
mortality  is  still  much  less  than  prevailed  there  in  the  first 
ten  years  of  this  asylum.  The  whole  number  of  patients  at 
the  Tewksbury  Asylum  in  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887, 
being  442,  the  deaths  were  33,  which  is  less  than  the  death- 
rate  at  the  Worcester  Asylum,  and  not  much  greater  than  the 
rate  at  Danvers  and  South  Boston.  The  lower  death-rate  in 
recent  years  is  in  marked  contrast  with  that  which  prevailed 
amoDg  the  insane  at  Tewksbury  in  1875  and  the  years  pre- 
ceding, before  the  medical  supervision  of  the  asylum  inmates 
was  organized.  In  1875  there  occurred  58  deaths  among  410 
insane  patients  ;  in  1877  the  deaths  fell  to  21,  and  1878,  to  25, 
among1  respective  ly  388  and  318  insane  persons  ;  in  1879  there 
were  but  16  deaths  among  256  insane  inmates  ;  in  1880,  but 
8  deaths  among  266  insane  inmates;  in  1881,  but  6  deaths 
among  305  patients ;  in  1882  there  were  25  deaths  among 
317  patients;  in  1883,  16  deaths  among  294  patients;  in 
1884,  17  deaths  among  344  patients;  in  1885,  23  deaths 
among  351  patients;  and  in  1886,  18  deaths  among  417 
patients, — less  than  a  third  part  as  many  as  in  1875. 
The  number  of  attendants  is  sufficient ;  the  insane  are 
better  fed  and  clothed  than  formerly,  and  do  much  more 
work;  a  record  is  kept  of  their  restraint,  seclusion,  etc., 
and  their  whole  treatment  is  more  systematic.  The  insane 
at  Bridge  water  are  all  men,  and  they  also  do  much  work. 
At  the  two  places  on  the  first  of  October,  1887,  there  were 
484  insane  persons,  —  190  men  and  294  women.  During 
the  twenty-one  years  since  the  Tewksbury  Asylum  was 
opened  there  were  received  at  both  places  2,200  different 
persons,  1,580  of  w7hom  bad  been  inmates  of  the  State 
hospitals  by  direct  transfer,  as  follows  :  — 
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Former  patients  at  Worcester, 548 

"  Taunton, 532 

"  "        "  Danvers, .       177 

"  Northampton, .323 

Of  the  other  620  patients  in  these  asylums  a  considerable 
number  had  been  in  one  of  the  four  hospitals  named,  but  were 
not  transferred  directly.  Many  others  had  been  inmates  of 
the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  or  of  the  hospitals  or  asylums  in 
other  States  and  countries.  Of  the  920  patients  at  the  Wor- 
cester Chronic  Asylum  from  the  time  of  its  opening,  Octo- 
ber 1,  1877,  to  October  1,  1887,  between  60  and  100  had 
been  inmates  of  the  Tewksbury  Asylum  or  of  the  State 
Almshouse  ;  upwards  of  320  had  been  patients  at  Taunton, 
and  more  than  300  had  been  patients  at  Danvers. 

The  men  residing  at  the  Tewksbury  Asylum  are  in  a  tem- 
porary wooden  building,  convenient  but  not  fire-proof,  and 
not  properly  situated  for  permanence.  Should  they  con- 
tinue at  Tewksbury,  provision  should  be  made  for  them  in 
a  more  permanent  building,  at  a  greater  distance  from  the 
almshouse  yard. 

The  asylum  buildings  at  Bridgewater  are  well  built,  con- 
sisting of  two  wings  of  two  stories  and  a  basement,  each 
connected  in  front  by  an  administration  building,  which  also 
contains  some  single  rooms  for  patients.  The  cost  of  the 
whole  structure  did  not  exceed  $50,000,  with  the  furnish- 
ing, while  the  capacity  of  the  buildings  is  estimated  by  the 
Superintendent  as  ample  for  150  patients,  who  are  under  the 
daily  care  of  a  physician.  Should  it  be  necessary,  these 
buildings  may  be  enlarged  and  a  yard  set  apart  for  insane 
convicts  ;  and  this  is  recommended  by  the  Trustees.  The 
recent  appointment  of  resident  physicians  at  Tewksbury  and 
Bridgewater  gives  to  both  these  asylums  what  they  much 
needed  — better  medical  care  for  the  insane  inmates.  With 
such  supervision  they  need  not  fall  behind  the  State  hos- 
pitals in  the  special  work  assigned  to  these  establishments, 
while  they  will  furnish  opportunity  for  a  much  needed  clas- 
sification of  all  the  insane  under  the  supervision  of  this 
Board. 
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The  exact  cost  of  the  Westborough  Hospital  cannot  even 
yet  be  stated,  because  all  the  contracts  are  not  closed  nor 
the  work  completed.  Up  to  the  1st  of  January,  1888,  there 
has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Westborough  buildings  since  May  1,  1885,  $252,500  ;  for 
furnishing,  $49,208,  and  for  drainage,  sewage  distribution, 
etc.,  $26,752.  The  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  es- 
tablishment in  all  respects,  according  to  the  present  plan  of 
the  Trustees,  is  estimated  by  them  at  $37,000.  The  different 
appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature  have  been  expended 
in  part  for  other  uses  than  was  first  contemplated ;  and  the 
cost  of  the  whole  establishment  has  been  increased  by  the 
unavoidable  difficulties  attendant  on  the  reconstruction  of 
old  buildings,  on  insecure  and  ill-drained  basements  and 
foundations.  Notwithstanding  this  the  Westborough  Hos- 
pitai  in  its  present  condition  is  less  costly  than  any  other 
State  hospital  recently  built,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
its  patients  ;  nor  has  the  cost  of  maintenance  been  increased, 
as  in  some  of  the  newer  hospitals,  by  the  great  extent  of 
space  over  which  the  patients  were  distributed  before  the 
wards  could  all  be  filled.  At  Westborough  the  wards  were 
filled  in  succession,  and  were  not  all  occupied  at  once  ;  even 
now,  the  detached  ward  known  as  the  Garden  House,  though 
ready  for  patients,  has  not  been  occupied. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  gave 
much  concern  to  the  Trustees  and  to  this  Board  during  the 
early  months  of  its  occupation  by  the  patients  transferred 
from  other  hospitals.  The  recurrence  of  diphtheria  was 
thought  to  indicate  some  serious  defect  in  the  drainage,  and 
it  was  even  suggested  that  the  soil  around  the  old  building 
was  so  polluted  that  it  was  advisable  to  remove  the  patients 
to  a  new  location.  Further  observation  has  shown  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  great  alarm  ;  and  the  progress 
already  made  in  relaying  drains,  reconstructing  imperfect 
pipes  and  connections,  and  removing  the  sewage  field  farther 
from  the  hospital,  gives  promise  that  no  further  trouble  will 
be  experienced  for  the  present  from  imperfect  drainage. 
Two  systems  of  sewage  disposal   will   be  in  operation  this 
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winter  on  the  same  field  —  one  suggested  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  and  the  other  adopted  by  the  Trustees,  as  being, 
in  their  opinion,  better  adapted  to  the  location  of  the  sewage 
field.  It  will,  therefore,  be  possible  to  test  by  actual  trial 
both  systems,  and  then  adopt  finally  that  which  shall  prove 
best.  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  made  several  analyses 
of  the  drinking-water  used  at  this  hospital,  and  the  Trustees 
have  also  had  it  analyzed  ;  the  result  of  the  two  examinations 
which  at  first  seemed  conflicting  has  been  harmonized  by 
farther  experiment,  and  it  is  now  believed  that  the  water 
supply  is  sufficiently  pure  for  practical  use.  No  disease  or 
other  serious  inconvenience  has  followed  the  free  use  of  the 
drinking-water  hitherto. 

7,  8.     The  Tewksbury  and  Bridgewater  Asylums. 

These  two  asylums  are  for  different  sexes,  although  for 
temporary  convenience  about  fifty  insane  men  still  remain 
in  a  separate  building  at  the  Tewksbury  Asylum,  where 
four-fifths  are  women.  The  inmates  at  Bridgewater  are  all 
men,  and  more  than  three-fifths  of  them  belong  to  the  class 
sometimes  called  the  "criminal"  insane,  —  some  ninety  of 
them  having  been  convicts  in  the  State  or  county  prisons. 
The  removal  of  these  persons  from  the  State  hospitals  has 
been  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  hospital  Trustees, 
and  their  presence  at  Bridgewater  has  led  to  no  harm  or 
inconvenience.  The  question  of  a  separate  criminal  asy- 
lum, so  long  agitated,  has  thus  been  practically  settled, 
at  no  great  cost  to  the  State,  and  to  the  relief  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

The  inmates  of  the  Tewksbury  Asylum,  like  those  at 
Bridgewater,  have  mostly  been  transferred  from  the  State 
hospitals ;  but  occasionally  an  inmate  of  the  State  alms- 
house, admitted  there  as  sane,  is  found  to  be  insane,  and 
transferred  to  the  asylum.  The  patients  are  no  longer  all 
State  paupers,  —  a  considerable  number,  for  whom  settle- 
ments have  been  found,  boarding  there  at  the  expense  of 
cities  and  towns.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  practice 
should  not  continue  ;  but  the  opening  of  the  Austin  Farm 
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sex.  There  are  a  few  epileptics  and  paralytics,  but  most  of 
them  are  quiet,  neat  and  capable  of  some  labor.  Their  man- 
agement is  not  yet  all  that  it  should  be,  but  time  will  im- 
prove it. 

11-18.  Corporate  and  Private  Asylums. 
Under  this  title  we  include  those  asylums  which  are  sup- 
ported wholly  by  their  own  funds,  without  receiving  the 
State  or  the  town  poor.  At  present  the  only  corporate 
asylum  is  at  Somcrville,  formerly  aided  by  the  State  and 
having  still  four  State  trustees  on  its  board  of  management. 
The  smaller  private  asylums  may  at  any  time  take  the  cor- 
porate form,  though  none  have  yet  done  so.  These  and  the 
McLean  Asylum  receive  most  of  their  patients  from  the 
wealthier  class,  and,  besides  those  truly  insane,  treat  patients 
suffering  from  nervous  diseases  and  from  intemperance. 
The  rates  paid  by  the  patients  are  greatly  in  excess  of  the 
cost  at  the  public  hospitals,  and  the  treatment  which  they 
receive  is  more  costly,  though  not  always  better.  Recov- 
eries are  reported  more  frequently  than  in  the  public  hospi- 
tals, but  no  return  is  made  of  the  relapses,  so  that  it  is 
difficult  to  say  whether  these  recoveries  are  more  permanent 
than  elsewhere.  The  deaths  have  lately  been  reported  more 
frequently  than  before,  and  it  thus  appears  that  suicide  is 
more  common  in  the  private  than  in  the  public  establish- 
ments. The  fact  that  the  private  asylums  admit  many 
patients  not  strictly  insane,  but  so  classified  in  respect  to  re- 
covery, accounts  in  part  for  the  large  number  of  recoveries 
in  them.  Most  of  them,  as  we  have  said,  receive  some  per- 
sons never  really  insane,  as  well  as  those  whom  the  law  re- 
quires to  be  committed.  The  Adams  Nervine  Asylum  at 
Jamaica  Plain  also  receives,  occasionally,  persons  who  there 
become  insane,  ami  are  then  discharged, — that  institution 
not  being  intended  for  such  patients.  These  may  enter  the 
private  asylums,  and  sometimes  find  their  way  into  the  pub- 
lic hospitals.  There  are  a  few  private  families  in  different 
parts  of  the  State  which  receive  private  patients  as  boarders, 
but  without  the  license  which  is  required  for  a  private  asy- 
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lam.  The  number  of  such  families  is  unknown,  and  cannot 
well  be  ascertained  until  they  are  required  to  report  to  this 
Board  ;  as  do  all  those  families  which  receive  patients  under 
the  Act  of  1885,  chap.  385.  Probably  the  best  way  to  ob- 
tain the  most  complete  knowledge  practicable  would  be  to 
require  from  physicians  engaged  in  the  specialty  of  insanity 
a  return  of  the  residence  of  their  patients,  if  such  are  not 
living  in  their  homes.  The  number  cannot  be  very  large, 
though  it  increases  from  year  to  year.  The  existing  corpo- 
rate and  private  asylums  are  as  follows: — one,  at  Tyngs- 
borough,  having  been  closed  during  the  year,  and  a  new  one 
at  Amherst  licensed  by  the  Governor. 

11.  The  McLean  Asylum  at  Somerville,  opened  in  1818, 
and  for  some  years  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Edward  Cowles. 

12.  Dr.  Thompson's  asylum  at  Northampton  ("  Shady 
Lawn"  ),  opened  in  1874. 

13.  Dr.  Bemis's  asylum  ("Herbert  Hall")  at  Worces- 
ter, opened  in  1874. 

14.  The  Doctors  Russell's  asylum  ("The  Highlands") 
at  Winchendon,  opened  in  lb79. 

15.  Dr.  Channing's  asylum  at  Brookline,  opened  in  1879. 

16.  Dr.  Stedinan's  asylum  ("  Woodbourne  "  )  at  West 
Roxbury,  opened  in  August,  1884. 

17.  Dr.  Heald's  asylum  at  Pepperell,  opened  in  July, 
1885. 

18.  Dr.  Herrick's  asylum  at  Amherst,  opened  in  Lw87. 

All  these,  except  the  McLean  Asylum,  are  strictly  pri- 
vate in  their  character,  and  for  the  most  part  owned  or 
leased  by  their  superintendents.  The  McLean  Asylum  might 
with  equal  propriety  be  called  a  public  hospital,  although  it 
receives  no  revenue  from  the  public.  Four  of  its  Trustees  in 
a  board  of  twelve  are  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  repre- 
sent the  State. 

11.     The  McLean  Asylum. 
Superintendent,  Dr.  Edwtard  Cowles. 
This  was  the  first  asylum  for  the  insane  opened  in  Massa- 
chusetts,—  beginning  its  course  in  1818  as  a  branch  of  the 
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II.     MUNICIPAL  AND  PRIVATE  ASYLUMS, 


None  of  the  Massachusetts  cities  except  Boston  have  yet 
established  hospitals  or  asylums,  in  the  full  meaning  of  those 
terms,  for  their  insane  of  all  classes.  The  pauper  asylums 
in  connection  with  the  city  almshouses  of  Lawrence,  Lowell, 
Salem  and  Springfield,  and  the  almshouse  wards  .for  the 
pauper  insane  at  Brockton,  Cambridge,  Fitchburg,  Pittsfield, 
Plymouth,  Worcester  and  some  other  places,  are  not  yet  all 
that  they  should  be.  Boston  has  advanced  a  short  step  of 
late,  by  opening  an  asylum  for  the  chronic  insane  at  Austin 
Farm,  in  West  Roxbury,  where  some  200  patients  can  be 
tolerably  well  accommodated  ;  and  this  allows  the  old  hospital 
of  the  city  at  South  Boston  to  relieve  its  crowded  wards  by 
transfer  across  the  four  or  five  miles  of  country  to  this  rural 
asylum.  The  latter  should  be  maintained  as  a  branch  of  the 
Boston  Hospital ;  for  otherwise  the  cost  of  treatment  will  be 
greater,  rather  than  less,  than  it  was  before,  while  the  care 
of  the  patients  will  be  less  uniform.  It  should  also  be 
carried  on  by  the  labor  of  its  own  patients,  as  the  Bridge- 
water  Asylum  is,  and  not  by  means  of  convicts  transferred 
from  the  city  prison  at  Deer  Island,  as  is  now  done,  at  least 
in  part. 

9.     The  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  Theodore  W.  Fisher. 
In  December,  1887,  upwards  of  80  patients  were  removed 
from  this  hospital  to  the  buildings  at  Austin  Farm  ;  and  not 
until  after  this  had  been  done  did  the  Board  allow  the  Suffolk 
County  patients  as  a  whole  to  be  committed  to  Dr.  Fisher's 
care.  He  received  many  of  them,  however,  before  the  Dis- 
trict Act  took  effect  in  July,  and  some  afterwards  who  were 
reported  as  private  patients.     During  the  year  ending  Octo- 
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ber  1,  18^7,  the  average  number  was  higher  than  usual  (225), 
while  the  whole  number  of  patients  was  330,  and  the  persons 
admitted  97,  of  whom  70  were  first  admissions.  The  recov- 
eries during  the  year  were  26  and  the  deaths  22,  showing  a 
death-rate  of  6  7  on  the  whole  number,  less  than  for  several 
years.  The  rate  of  recovery  was  8  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
number,  which  is  higher  than  at  the  State  hospitals.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  this  establishment  will  be  better  now 
the  wards  are  less  crowded,  and  the  recoveries  are  likely  to 
be  increased.  Of  the  patients  remaining  January,  1888 
(160) ,  nearly  all  were  residents  of  Boston,  and  city  patients  ; 
but  27  were  supported  by  their  friends.  This  hospital  re- 
ceives ten  times  as  many  "  emergency  cases"  as  any  other; 
and  in  proportion  to  its  admissions,  more  recent  cases  than 
any  other,  except  the  McLean  Asylum.  A  few  voluntary 
patients  resort  to  the  Boston  Hospital,  the  number  during 
1887  having  been  less  than  10.  It  is  not  supposed  that  the 
operation  of  the  new  District  law  will  make  much  change  in 
the  number  of  voluntary  and  emergency  admissions  at  South 
Boston  ;  but  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  commit  to  this 
hospital,  rather  than  to  the  more  distant  State  establishments, 
the  criminal  insane  of  Suffolk  County,  until  it  is  time  to 
transfer  them  to  the  Bridge  water  Asylum.  The  management 
of  the  Boston  Hospital  is  humane  and  skilful,  though  there 
is  much  restraint  and  seclusion,  and  the  opportunity  for  treat- 
ment looking  towards  recovery  has  been  improved  by  the 
transfers  to 

10.     The  Austin  Farm  Asylum. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  J.  W.  McNulty. 
Although  this  is  not  what  the  law  designates  as  an  asylum 
for  the  insane,  and  cannot  receive  commitments  from  the 
courts,  yet  its  arrangements  are  those  of  a  fairly  good  asylum, 
and  it  only  requires  to  be  well  managed  to  be  very  useful  in 
furthering  the  classification  of  hospital  patients.  That  this 
will  happen  may  be  assured  from  the  good  custom  of  Boston 
in  past  times  The  present  number  of  patients  here  is  nearly 
90,  all  admitted  since  October  1,  and  equally  divided  as  to 
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Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  It  receives  neither  State 
patients  nor  paupers  of  the  towns,  but  maintains  some  free 
beds  for  those  who  cannot  pay  full  board,  and  occasionally 
asks  to  have  such  transferred  to  the  State  hospitals.  During 
the  year  ending  October  1,  1887,  there  have  been  250  per- 
sons under  treatment  in  its  buildings  at  Somerville,  or  at  a 
branch  small  asylum  in  Lynn.  Among  these  there  were  33 
recoveries  and  15  deaths.  A  glance  at  the  statistics  of  the 
past  eight  years  will  show  that  the  McLean  Asylum  has  been 
somewhat  increasing  its  first  admissions, — which  in  1880 
were  33  ;  in  1881,  38 ;  in  1882,  59  ;  in  1883,  72  ;  in  1884, 
86;  in  1885,  61;  in  1886,  63,  and  in  1887,  54.  The  re- 
coveries naturally  followed  in  the  same  line  of  increase,  —  11 
in  1880,  18  in  1881,  28  in  1882,  30  in  1883,  36  in  1884,  42 
in  1885,  29  in  1886,  and  33  in  1887.  The  deaths  also  have 
increased,  though  with  no  more  regularity  than  the  first  ad- 
missions and  recoveries,  for  while  but  7  died  in  1880,  there 
were  13  in  1881,  11  each  in  1882  and  1883,  21  in  1884,  16 
in  1885,  15  in  1886,  and  15  in  1887.  Lately  the  asylum 
has  been  discharging  its  chronic  patients,  who  have  been  re- 
moved to  Dan  vers,  Westborough,  Worcester,  or  the  private 
asylums  ;  it  also  receives  patients  from  the  smaller  asylums 
now  and  then.  The  number  present  January  1,  1888,  was 
less  than  160. 

12-18.  The  Smaller  Private  Asylums. 
Dr.  Herrick's  new  asylum  at  Amherst  has  not  yet  received 
any  patients,  and  that  of  Dr.  Benner  at  Tyngsborough  has 
been  closed.  This  leaves  six  private  asylums  with  insane 
patients,  and  these  contain  an  average  of  ten  or  twelve  each. 
The  majority  of  their  patients  are  women,  but  two  or  three 
— ,Dr.  Heald's,  Dr.  Stedman's,  and  Dr.  Thompson's  —  now 
contain  more  men  than  women.  Most  of  them  dispose  of 
their  patients  in  several  houses  or  cottages,  and  thus  classify 
them  to  advantage.  In  all  they  receive  during  a  year  some- 
thing more  than  100  patients,  of  whom  less  than  65  now 
remain.     Their  general  management  is  commendable. 
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The  Hospitals  in  General. 

Of  the  eighteen  establishments  named  above,  fourteen  may 
reasonably  claim  that  they  afford  hospital  treatment  to  their 
patients,  —  for  this  is  true  of  the  private  asylums  and  of  all 
the  others,  except  the  chronic  asylums  at  Bridgewater  and 
Tewksbury,  which  contain,  at  present,  about  460  inmates. 
But  in  all  the  State  hospitals,  in  the  Boston  Hospital  and  in 
the  McLean  Asylum,  a  majority  of  the  patients  are  really 
asylum  cases,  remaining  where  they  are  for  safe  keeping  and 
maintenance  rather  than  for  treatment.  Among  the  4,170 
inmates  at  present  residing  in  seventeen  establishments,  not 
more  than  600,  by  estimate,  are  curable,  leaving  more  than 
3,500  chronic  cases,  including  850  in  three  public  asylums. 
If  this  calculation  is  correct  there  must  be  above  2,650 
asylum  cases,  together  with  the  hospital  cases,  in  those 
establishments  which  are  managed  as  hospitals.  If  the  best 
classification  could  be  followed  in  all,  at  least  1,500  of  these 
asylum  patients  would  be  in  chronic  asylums,  leaving  greater 
space  and  better  facilities  in  the  hospital  buildings  for  those 
patients  who  need  special  treatment.  Whether  these  new 
establishments  for  the  chronic  insane  should  be  near  the  ex- 
isting hospitals,  or  at  some  distance,  is  a  practical  question 
not  yet  decided,  —  for  there  are  arguments  on  both  sides. 
But  that  they  should  be  built  at  no  great  cost,  and  should 
be  on  the  same  general  plan  as  the  new  structure  at  Bridge- 
water,  is  generally  agreed.  Piobably  the  separation  of  the 
two  classes  of  patients  in  Massachusetts  will  be  made  prac- 
tically in  both  methods  at  the  same  time,  so  that  their  results 
may  be  readily  compared.  A  third  method  of  disposing  of 
the  chronic  insane,  as  we  have  mentioned,  is  to  board  them 
in  families. 

The  Care  of  the  Chronic  Insane  in  Families. 

Under  the  new  statutes  of  1885-86  nearly  150  persons 
have  been  boarded  in  families  since  August  10,  1885,  with 
results,  on  the  whole,  very  gratifying.  Most  of  these  have 
been  State  patients,  taken  from  the  State  hospitals  or  the 
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Tewksbury  Asylum,  and  about  five-sixths  were  women. 
The  number  at  present  boarding  in  families  is  117,  of 
whom  19  are  men  and  98  women ;  and,  could  suitable 
patients  be  readily  found,  thrice  that  number  might  now 
be  living  happily  in  good  families  throughout  Massachu- 
setts. Although  the  number  of  these  patients  has  been 
small,  yet  the  variety  of  cases  has  been  so  great  in  respect 
to  age,  sex,  social  condition,  form  of  disease,  and  locality 
of  boarding  places,  that  the  results  would  probably  be  the 
same  in  several  hundred  cases,  if  treated  in  the  same  way. 
The  whole  number  of  the  insane  under  supervision  in  Mas- 
sachusetts during  a  single  year  being  now  more  than  6,300 
—  perhaps  500  of  these,  if  the  municipal  authorities  would 
co-operate  with  the  State,  could  be  provided  for  in  private 
families,  without  danger  to  the  community  and  with  benefit 
to  themselves.  The  population  of  a  whole  hospital  of  aver- 
age size  could  thus  be  distributed  in  families,  where  they 
would  require  a  less  costly  supervision  than  they  now  receive 
in  the  hospitals,  and  where  their  comfort  would  be  greater. 
They  would  also,  judging  by  experience,  be  more  likely  to 
find  the  means  of  self-support  than  does  the  ordinary  inmate 
of  a  chronic  asylum  ;  and  they  would  appeal  more  to  the  care 
and  attention  of  relatives  than  such  inmates  now  do. 

It  used  to  be  said  that  families  cannot  be  found  which  will 
suitably  care  for  the  chronic  insane  as  boarders,  and  it  might 
well  have  been  doubted  whether  we  could  easily  find  good 
families  to  receive  wayward  and  troublesome  boarders  at  so 
low  a  rate  as  $3.25  a  week.  The  contrary  has  proved  to  be 
the  fact;  for  applications  from  families  every  way  suitable 
have  been  made,  enough  to  furnish  places  for  twice  as  many 
patients  as  we  could  send.  These  families  generally  live  in 
the  rural  towns,  and  are  those  of  formers  or  mechanics 
(sometimes  the  widow  of  a  farmer  or  a  mechanic),  who  are 
living  comfortably ;  and  although  the  rate  may  be  low  for 
villages,  it  is  quite  sufficient  in  the  farming  towns.  These 
families  have  not  taken  advantage  of  their  insane  wards,  or 
stinted  them  in  the  comforts  of  life;  the  best  evidence  of 
which  is  the  general  wish  of  the  patients  to  remain  where 
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they  are,  rather  than  go  back  to  the  hospital  from  which  they 
were  taken.  Occasionally  the  boarder  is  uncontrollable,  and 
gives  so  much  trouble  that  it  is  better  to  change  his  board- 
ing-place, or  send  him  back  to  the  hospital.  Such  cases  have 
thus  far  been  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  number.  No 
deaths  from  disease  and  no  serious  illness  have  yet  occurred 
among  the  patients  boarded  out,  the  one  death  reported  hav- 
ing been  a  suicide,  which  would  very  likely  have  taken  place 
had  the  patient  remained  in  the  hospital.  Care  is  taken  to 
select  boarders  without  any  suicidal  tendency ;  and  in  this 
particular  case  no  such  tendency  had  been  noticed  during 
the  five  years  he  had  last  been  confined  in  a  hospital.  In 
choosing  patients  great  care  is  exercised.  They  must  be 
recommended  by  the  superintendent  of  the  hospital  where 
they  are  found ;  then  examined  personally ;  their  medical 
and  family  record  looked  up  ;  and  as  much  learned  as  pos- 
sible concerning  their  relations  with  the  outside  community. 
The  families  making  application  for  boarders  must  in  the 
meantime  be  visited,  and  their  fitness  ascertained  ;  the  effort 
being  in  all  cases  to  adapt  the  family  to  the  patient,  and  the 
patient  to  the  family.  In  only  two  or  three  instances  have 
relatives  taken  a  patient  as  a  boarder,  although  they  have 
several  times  come  forward  and  assumed  the  whole  support 
of  the  patient.  This  is  likely  to  happen  frequently,  for  when 
the  friends  find  that  the  restraint  of  a  hospital  is  not  needed 
for  their  relative  they  have  less  objection  to  take  him  home 
or  otherwise  provide  for  him. 

The  patients  now  boarding  in  families  under  the  super- 
vision of  this  Board  are  living  in  the  cities  and  towns  of 
Ashfield,  Athol,  Boston,  Bridgewater,  Buckland,  Chelsea, 
Cummington,  Fall  River,  Goshen,  Lawrence,  Lowell,  Med- 
field,  Middleborough,  Millbury,  Monson,  Plainfield,  Sand- 
wich, Sharon,  Shelburne,  Somerville,  Southwick,  Stoneham, 
Taunton,  Tewksbury,  Tyngsborough,  Walpole,  Westbor- 
ough,  West  Bridgewater  and  Williamsburg.  The  largest 
number  in  any  one  town  is  13, — there  being  that  number 
in  Tewksbury  and  10  in  West  Bridgewater.  Not  less  than 
45  of  these  patients  are  boarding  with  persons  who  have  had 
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experience  with  the  insane  as  attendants  or  supervisors  in 
the  hospitals,  and  many  of  them  receive  more  attention  from 
skilled  attendants  than  they  usually  did  in  the  hospitals. 
Out  of  the  whole  150,  fifteen  have  recovered,  and  twenty 
have  become  self-supporting ;  while  five  or  six  more  are 
advancing   towards  self-support. 

Of  those  remaining  in  families,  December  31,  1887,  117 
in  number,  the  number  of  men  was  19,  and  of  women  98  ; 
the  number  of  State  cases  in  all  was  94,  but  of  these  no 
less  than  13  were  supported  either  by  themselves  or  their 
friends ,  without  expense  to  the  State  ;  the  number  of  city 
cases,  mostly  supported  by  Boston,  was  17  in  all,  but  of 
these,  3  were  supported  in  their  own  families  or  otherwise, 
without  expense  to  the  city ;  while  the  number  of  private 
patients  was  6,  all  being  supported  by  their  own  property 
or  earnings,  or  by  their  friends.  The  number  of  men  in 
these  boarding-places  was  only  19,  while  that  of  women 
(including  one  or  two  young  persons  not  yet  of  age)  was 
98,  because  it  is  found  easier  to  obtain  places  for  women 
than  for  men,  and  the  women  are  quite  as  likely  to  remain 
quietly  in  place  as  the  men  are.  Thirty-three  persons  have 
gone  back  to  the  hospitals,  left  the  State,  or  otherwise  been 
discharged  from  the  boarding-out  list ;  but  three  of  these 
have  since  gone  out  to  new  boarding-places,  where  they  are 
doing  well.  Thirty  persons,  therefore,  who  are  no  longer 
on  the  boarding-out  list,  are  to  be  accounted  for;  of  these, 
so  far  as  known,  three  have  died,  four  have  left  the  State, 
eight  are  supporting  themselves  within  the  State,  and  fifteen 
are  now  in  the  hospitals  or  asylums  from  which  they  were 
taken,  though  not  in  all  cases  at  the  same  asylum.  The 
whole  cost  of  board  for  these  150  patients,  since  August  10, 
1885,  has  been  $16,089,  chargeable  to  the  State;  $327 
chargeable  to  the  City  of  Boston;  in  all,  $16,416,  besides 
an  unreported  amount,  which  has  been  paid  by  private  citi- 
zens for  the  board  of  private  patients.  The  whole  amount 
paid  by  the  State  for  clothing  during  two  years  and  five 
months  has  been  about  $700,  and  much  clothing  has  also 
been  supplied  by  the  friends  of  the  patients. 


cxxvi  LUNACY  AND  CHAEITY.  [Jan. 

CHANGES    OF    STATUS    AND    REMOVALS. 


The  Insane  Poor  of  Cities  and  Towns. 

Nineteen-twentieths  of  this  class  are  supported  in  hospitals, 
asylums  and  almshouses, — the  great  majority  of  them  in 
the  State  establishments  ;  but  a  few  are  boarded  in  families 
at  the  public  expense.  This  has  long  been  the  custom  in 
some  of  the  smaller  towns  without  almshouses,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  the  number  so  placed  would  increase  by  the  effect 
of  the  statutes  of  1885  and  1886  authorizing  the  boarding 
out  of  the  insane.  Such  a  result  has  not  yet  been  noticed, 
for  the  cities  and  towns  generally  have  neglected  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity,  though  Boston  has  done  so, 
lately.  Some  of  the  insane  poor  residing  in  families  have 
been  visited  during  the  past  year  and  their  condition  ascer- 
tained ;  while  the  insane  boarded  out  under  the  new  law 
have  been  frequently  visited.  Many  persons  who  enter  the 
State  hospitals  as  State  patients  are  found  in  course  of  the 
year  to  have  city  or  town  settlements,  and  are  charged  ac- 
cordingly. Thus,  during  the  year  ending  October  1,  1887, 
956  cases,  nominally  State  paupers  (including  transfers  and 
recommitments),  were  committed  to  the  several  lunatic  hos- 
pitals. Of  the  whole  number  there  supported,  nominally  as 
State  patients,  during  some  portions  of  the  year,  405  were 
fou^id  to  have  settlements  in  some  city  or  town  ;  while  of 
those  supported  by  the  Slate  during  a  portion  of  the  year, 
124  were  removed  from  the  State. 

These  956  cases,  nominally  State  paupers,  were  committed 
to  the  several  lunatic  hospitals  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1887,  as  follows  :  — 


To  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,     . 
Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 


332 
154 
191 
34 
245 

956 


Besides  these,  30  were  admitted  as  sane  persons  to  the 
State  Almshouse,  who  afterwards  appeared  to  be  insane,  and 
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were  transferred  to  some  asylum  or  hospital.     The  124  per- 
sons removed  out  of  the  State  were  sent  as  follows  :  — 


From  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,  . 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  . 
"Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Xorthainpton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Asylum  for  Insane,  Tevrksbury, 
Chronic  Asylum,  Worcester, 
TTestborough  Hospital, 


25 

13 

32 

9 

29 

1 

15 

m 


In  30  eases,  the  friends  of  State  patients  were  prevailed 
on  to  provide  for  them. 

An  aggregate  of  450  insane  persons,  transferred  to  town 
or  private  account  (271),  or  removed  by  overseers  or  friends 
(179),  were  situated  as  follows: — ■ 


In  the  Danyers  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital. 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. 
Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Asylum  for  Insane.  Tewksbury, 
Westborough  Hospital, 


225 
66 
73 
12 
3 
71 

■150 


But  for  these  removals  of  State  patients,  the  public  asy- 
lums would  be  much  more  crowded  than  they  now  are.  The 
number  in  these  establishments  has  also  been  diminished 
more  than  usual  by  the  removal  of  patients  to  boarding- 
places,  as  already  mentioned,  and  also  by  the  withdrawal 
of  city  and  town  patients  to  the  almshouses  and  local  asy- 
lums. It  is  impossible  to  say  exactly  how  many  of  the 
latter  class  there  are  at  the  present  time,  for  we  have  no 
complete  returns  from  all  the  cities  and  towns  since  April  1, 
1887.  We  have  stated  the  number  at  750,  and  the  whole 
number  of  the  insane  boarding  in  families  at  public  expense 
is  now  about  170,  making  a  total  of  920,  besides  those  in  the 
establishments  above-named. 
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The  Occupations  of  the  Insane. 
We  print  no  statistics  of  the  alleged  causes  of  insanity, 
for  these  causes  are  frequently,  perhaps  generally,  misstated, 
so  that  to  publish  them  would  not  increase  our  knowledge. 
It  would  not  be  possible  for  the  hospitals  to  report  them  in 
a  more  useful  form.  The  tables  concerning  Forms  of  Dis- 
ease  in  the  Appendix  (XX.  and  XXI.)  really  throw  much 
light  on  the  causation  of  insanity.  Thus,  it  appears  by 
Table  XXI.,  that  in  eight  years,  at  seven  of  the  public  hos- 
pitals, there  have  been  662  cases  of  general  paralysis,  536  of 
epilepsy,  "148  of  idiocy  or  imbecility,  and  52  of  organic  brain 
diseases, — in  all,  1,398  cases  out  of  11,438,  where  definite 
physical  conditions  determined  the  insanity.  There  were 
also  464  cases  of  alcoholic  insanity  or  delirium  tremens, 
in  which  there  were  215  recoveries,  and  120  cases  where  no 
insanity  appeared.  Among  5,016  cases  of  mania*  1,436  nomi- 
nally recovered  ;  in  2,435  cases  of  melancholia,  634  nominally" 
recovered  ;  while  in  1,696  cases  of  dementia,  only  21  recov- 
ered, and  553  died.  It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  in- 
fluence of  heredity  in  these  cases,  but  it  cannot  yet  be  done 
with  much  accuracy.  The  occupation  of  persons  who  be- 
come insane  has  something  to  do  with  their  attacks  of  insan- 
ity ;  and  therefore  the  Table  of  Occupations,  given  in  the 
Appendix,  may  be  of  some  value  in  the  study  of  causation. 
For  four  years  past  some  women,  the  wives  of  farmers,  ap- 
pear in  the  table  among  the  farming  class  ;  but  wives  have 
generally  been  entered  as  "  housekeepers,"  and  during  the 
eight  years,  2,209  women  thus  designated  have  been  admitted, 
outof  4,613  women  whose  occupations  were  classified.  In  the 
same  time,  1,160  women  were  admitted  as  "  domestics"  and 
616  as  "operatives."  These  terms  are  frequently  inter- 
changeable, and  the  same  is  true,  to  some  extent,  of  "  house- 
keepers," many  of  whom  have  been  either  operatives  or 
domestics.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  the  circumstances  of 
life  connected  with  each  occupation,  rather  than  the  occupa- 
tion itself,  which  promotes  insanity ;  for  the  same  pursuit  in 
cities  will  be  accompanied  with  much  more  insanity  than  in 
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country  places.  The  increasing  density  of  population,  in 
cities  and  large  towns,  adds  perceptibly  to  the  number  of 
the  insane  in  all  countries,  and  perhaps  nowhere  more  than 
in  Massachusetts.  This  also  is  believed  to  have  changed  or 
modified  the  forms  of  disease,  which  for  the  past  twenty 
years  indicate  much  more  organic  disease  of  the  brain  than 
formerly  ;  although,  as  already  observed,  a  slight  diminution 
of  general  paralysis  is  perceptible  in  Massachusetts,  though 
not  in  New  York.  Noticeable,  too,  is  the  increased  fre- 
quency of  senile  insanity  in  the  hospitals  ;  and  it  may  be  thot 
the  greater  longevity  of  people  since  sanitary  precautions 
have  become  so  general  may  be  accompanied  with  more 
of  the  dementia  of  age. 

Summary  of  the  Insane  in  Massachusetts  January  2,  1888. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  remaining  in  all  the  Massa- 
chusetts asylums  and  hospitals  January  1,  1888,  was  about 
4,165;  the  number  in  almshouses  and  local  asylums  about 
750;  in  the  aggregate,  therefore,  about  4,915  insane  per- 
sons in  establishments  of  all  kinds  at  the  present  time. 
There  are,  also,  something  less  than  170  insane  persons 
boarding  in  private  families  at  the  public  expense  ;  and,  of 
course,  many  more  who  are  living  in  their  own  families,  or 
boarding  at  their  own  expense  or  that  of  their  friends.  The 
State  hospitals  and  asylums  contained,  January  1,  1888, 
3,695  patients,  classified  as  follows  : 

Men, 1,732 

Women, .         .        1,963 

Total, 3,695 

State  patients,        . 1,099 

Town  patients,       .         . 2,212 

Private  patients, 384 

Total, 3,695 

In  the  Municipal  asylums,  January  1,  1888,  there  were 
245  patients,  viz.  :  At  the  Boston  Hospital,  160  patients, 
of  whom  77  were  men,  83  women  ;  133  were  city  and  town 
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patients,  and  27  private  patients  ;  and  at  Austin  Farm  85 
patients,  of  whom  42  were  men,  43  women,  4  private 
patients,  and  81  city  and  town  patients.  At  the  McLean 
Asylum  there  were  159  patients,  all  private,  of  whom  73 
were  men  and  86  women  ;  4  women  were  then  absent  on 
visits,  and  one  man,  making  164  on  the  register.  Among 
the  whole  there  were  some  35  persons  who  had  originally 
sought  admission  as  voluntary  patients,  but  some  of  these 
are  now  held  under  the  order  of  court.  At  the  small  pri- 
vate asylums  there  were  61  patients,  all  private,  of  whom 
25  were  men  and  36  women.  In  the  town  almshouses  and 
city  asylums  there  were  about  325  men  and  425  women.  In 
the  aggregate,  therefore,  there  were  about  2,275  men  and 
2,636  women  in  all  these  establishments  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1888,  besides  170  —  50  men  and  120  women  —  boarding  in 
families,  of  whom  about  two- fifths  were  State  patients,  and 
the  rest  private  or  city  or  town  patients  :  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  insane  persons  under  official  supervision  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  amounting  to  5,100,  anions:  whom  there 
was  an  excess  of  between  400  and  500  women. 

In  respect  to  this  large  number  of  the  Massachusetts  insane 
—  their  classification,  treatment  and  general  condition  — 
much  has  been  said  in  the  pages  preceding,  and  much  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix  (pp.  35-150). 


[Note.— The  number  of  State  and  town  patients  changes  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter  by  the  finding  of  local  settlements;  and  the  numbers  given  on  pp.  lxix  and 
cxxix  will  not  long  be  exact.! 
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GENERAL    REMARKS    AND    SPECIAL     RECOMMENDATIONS. 


In  the  preceding  pages  the  Board  has  performed  the  duty, 
required  by  statute,  of  exhibiting  its  own  proceedings  daring 
the  year  1887,  and  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  State 
establishments  under  its  supervision,  for  the  year  ending 
October  1,  1887,  with  the  corresponding  tables,  which  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix.  It  has  also  presented  certain 
general  facts  of  expenditure  and  number  of  inmates  in  these 
establishments  for  the  calendar  year  1887,  in  order  to  exhibit 
the  information  upon  which  its  estimates  for  the  year  1888 
are  based.  What  now  remains  is  to  make  some  general 
comments  on  the  state  of  things  thus  appearing,  and  a  sum- 
mary of  the  Boaro's  recommendations  which  look  towards 
action  by  the  Legislature 

An  Inebriate  Asylum. 
The  Board  renews  the  recommendations  in  its  Eighth 
Annual  Report  regarding  the  necessity  of  an  asylum  for 
inebriates,  and  the  need  of  a  change  in  the  government  and 
management  of  the  State  Almshouse  and  State  Farm,  by 
abolishing  the  existing  board  of  government,  and  constitut- 
ing a  new  board  of  management  for  each  of  these  insti- 
tutions. The  recommendations  referred  to  in  last  year's 
report  were  in  the  following  language  :  — 

In  1884  this  Board  was  instructed  to  consider  and  report  to  the 
Legislature  of  1885  the  expediency  of  establishing  an  institution 
for  the  care,  keeping  and  reformation  of  persons  arrested  for  or 
convicted  of  drunkenness.  The  Board  made  a  special  report  on 
the  subject  to  the  Legislature  of  1885,  in  which  it  recommended 
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that  the  State  establish  an  institution  for  the  treatment  of  inebri- 
ates, distinguishing  between  those  of  the  vicious  or  criminal  class, 
and  those  free  from  criminal  habits  and  tendencies.  The  Board  re- 
news its  recommendation,  believing  that  inebriates  require  special 
treatment  for  their  recovery  and  reformation. 


The  State  Almshouse  and  State  Workhouse. 

This  Board,  after  nearly  three  years'  observation  of  the  effect 
of  consolidating  the  governments  of  the  State  Almshouse  and  of 
the  State  Workhouse  in  one  body  of  trustees,  finds  that  in  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  the  Act  of  1884  it  is  difficult  to  reach  the  end 
aimed  at ;  and  believes  that  when  the  Asylum  for  Insane  Men, 
which  is  now  nearly  completed  at  the  State  Workhouse,  shall  have 
been  finished  and  opened,  other  objections  will  be  found  to  the 
continuance  of  the  two  establishments  under  one  government. 
The  Board  is,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  Act  of  1884, 
consolidating  the  two  institutions  under  the  control  of  one  body  of 
trustees,  should  be  repealed,  and  a  separate  board  of  trustees  created 
for  each  institution  ;  and  that  two  women  should  be  appointed  to 
each  board. 

The  work  of  inspection,  government,  supervision,  etc.,  is 
now  divided  by  the  trustees  themselves,  one  half  the  board 
attending  to  the  State  Almshouse  and  the  other  half  to  the 
State  Farm.  As  the  trustees  hold  bimonthly  meetings  at 
each  institution,  the  entire  board  does  not  visit  or  see  either 
place  more  than  once  in  two  months  ;  although  individual 
members  may  and  do  visit  them  frequently.  Should  this 
recommendation  be  adopted  the  Board  would  further  sug- 
gest that  the  two  new  boards  of  trustees  should  be  appointed 
with  substantially  the  same  powers  that  are  now  given  to  the 
trustees  of  the  State  hospitals.  But  the  Board  would  not 
recommend  a  course  of  action  which  would  accumulate  a 
surplus  in  the  treasuries  of  the  institutions ;  and  would 
suggest  that  any  difference  between  estimates  and  expenses 
should  be  specially  reported  to  the  Auditor  of  State. 
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State  Control  of  State  Institutions. 
While  the  system  of  doing  the  charitable  work  of  the 
State  was  in  its  infancy,  the  aid  given  by  associations  of 
benevolent  and  public-spirited  citizens,  and  of  charitable  pri- 
vate corporations,  was  very  desirable  and  valuable  ;  but  since 
the  growth  of  population  in  the  Commonwealth,  the  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  State  demanding  relief  and  at- 
tention, and  the  obvious  necessity  of  more  thorough  and  im- 
mediate governmental  responsibility  and  experience,  where 
large  sums  of  the  public  money  are  being  expended  annually, 
the  policy  of  the  State  should  now  be  to  expend  such  moneys 
directly  by  and  through  its  own  officers,  and  in  institutions 
owned  and  conducted  by  the  State,  rather  than  to  leave 
the  expenditure  to  private  corporations.  That  policy  was 
adapted  to  old  methods  and  conditions,  and  not  in  keeping 
with  the  exigencies  and  requirements  of  a  well  organized 
state  of  the  public  service,  —  though  exceptional  good  man- 
agement may  be  found  yet  to  be  the  rule  in  the  private 
corporations  so  far  assisted  by  the  State.  The  Board  is 
therefore  of  opinion  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  views  thus 
outlined,  it  is  its  duty  to  recommend  that  some  action  be 
taken  by  the  Legislature  to  arrange  with  the  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  for  the  conversion  and  trans- 
fer of  that  institution,  with  its  property,  into  the  hands  of 
the  State,  so  that  it  may  cease  to  be,  in  part  or  otherwise,  a 
private,  individual  and  corporate  body,  and  may  take  its 
place  as  a  State  institution,  governed  and  controlled  solely 
by  the  State.  The  Board  is  moved  to  make  this  recom- 
mendation by  the  fact  that  out  of  an  average  annual  expendi- 
ture now  made  by  the  corporation  of  about  $40,000,  the  sum 
of  $30,000  is  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 
and  that  large  appropriations  are  now  sought  for  by  the  cor- 
poration from  the  Legislature  for  the  purchase  of  land  and 
buildings  for  a  new  site,  and  for  extending  and  increasing 
the  work  of  the  corporation  in  question.  The  Board  has 
also  in  mind  some  provision  now  required  to  be  made  by  the 
Legislature  for  the  care  and  restraint  of  a  large  and  increas- 
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ing  class  of  girls,  arriving  at  wornanhoofi,  and  beyond  the 
legal  restraint  and  control  of  parents  and  guardians,  yet 
weak  in  mind  (though  not  insane  in  the  sense  of  being  pro- 
nounced lunatics)  and  unfortunate  in  their  tendencies,  leav- 
ing them  an  easy  prey  for  the  vicious,  when  given  their 
liberty,  — thus  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  community  and 
perpetuating  degeneracy  in  a  certain  class  of  the  population. 
For  this  latter  reason  the  whole  work  of  caring  for  the 
idiotic,  feeble-minded  and  degenerate  wards  of  the  State, 
and  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money  needed  for  their 
support,  training  and  education,  should  be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  buildings  and  other  prop- 
erty for  the  work. 

Reports  from  Private  Charities. 
The  Board  further  recommends  that,  for  the  information  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
for  better  understanding  the  actual  needs  and  requirements 
of  those  dependent  upon  charity,  as  well  as  to  guard  the 
charitable  against  imposition  practiced  in  the  name  of  charity, 
an  Act  should  be  passed  requiring  every  society  and  cor- 
porate institution  for  charitable  purposes,  whether  aided  by 
a  grant  of  public  money  or  not,  annually  to  prepare,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  report  now  made  to  the  Tax  Commissioner  under 
Chapter  217  of  the  Acts  of  1882,  a  written  or  printed  report 
of  their  income  and  expenditures,  properly  classified,  together 
with  the  number  of  their  beneficiaries  and  salaried  officers 
or  persons  employed,  and  the  amount  of  their  real  and 
personal  property.  Such  a  report  should  be  sent  to  the 
State  Treasurer. 

A  State  Pathologist. 
The  Board  recommends  also  that  a  pathologist  of  emi- 
nence be  appointed,  under  authority  of  the  Legislature,  to 
make  or  supervise  autopsies  and  microscopic  investigations 
at  all  the  State  hospitals  for  the  insane,  for  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  into  the  physical  causes  and  conditions  attendant 
on  mental  diseases. 
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Juvenile  Offenders. 
In  the  year  1882  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act  relating  to 
juvenile  offenders  (chapter  127),  which  fixed  twelve  years 
as  the  lowest  age  at  which  a  court  or  magistrate  could  com- 
mit a  child  to  a  jail,  house  of  correction,  etc.,  except  for  an 
offence  punishable  by  imprisonment  for  life.  The  same 
Act  provided  for  the  commitment  of  young  offenders  under 
twelve  to  the  custody  of  this  Board,  and  for  preliminary  pro- 
ceedings against  such  children  in  the  courts.  The  experience 
of  five  years  has  satisfied  us  that  this  limit  of  age  may  be 
safely  raised  to  fourteen  years  ;  and  the  Board  would  there- 
fore recommend  that,  wherever  the  words  "twelve  years" 
occur  in  Chapter  127  of  the  Acts  of  1882,  the  words  "  four- 
teen years  "  be  substituted  by  an  amending  Act. 


Other  suggestions  or  recommendations  concerning  various 
subjects  have  been  made  in  the  pages  preceding,  and  need 
not  here  be  further  mentioned  ;  but  all  are  commended  to 
the  attention  of  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature. 
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CHILDREN    AND    INSANE    PERSONS. 


Table  V. — Statistics  of  Children  and  Insane  Persons  among  the 
City  and  Town  Poor,  March  31  and  July  i,  1887. 


TOWNS 

BV 

COUNTIES. 


B-ATtXSTABLE. 

Barnstable,    . 

Bourne,  . 

Brewster, 

Chatham,     ,   . 

Dennis,  . 

Ensthiim, 

Falmouth, 

Harwich, 

Mashpee, 

Orleans, 

Province-town, 

Sandwich, 

Truro,    . 

\Velliiect, 

Yarmouth,     . 

Total,      . 

Berkshire. 

Adams,  . 

Alfmvl,   . 

Becket,  . 

Cheshire, 

Clarksburg,    . 

Dalton,  .  "     . 

Egrcmunt, 

Florida,. 

Great  barrington, 

Hancock, 

Hinsdale, 

Lanesborough, 

Lee,        .    *"  . 

Lenox,   . 

Monteiey, 

Wt.  Washington, 

New  As  I  if  of  d, 

New  Marlborough 

North  Adams, 

Otis, 

Pou. 

Pittsficld, 

Ricliniond, 
Sandistield,     . 
Savoy,    . 


Chi lor ex  under 
1G  Fully  Sup- 
ported, Mar. 
31,  1SS7. 


5  i 


I x. sane  Fully  Suit-outed. 


I  For  the  year  end- 
I  Ing  Mar.  81,1887. 


Remain'gMar:  31,1887 


7.97 

5. 

2. 

2. 

1.9 

1. 


1.08 

7.S 

10.07 

.4 

4.92 

54.14 


1. 

1.11 

2.4 

1. 

1. 

7.51 

1. 

1  51 

8.93 

1. 

1. 


7.4 

1. 

14.13 
.55 
1. 
1. 


G 

5 

1 

4 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

7 

- 

1 

3 

- 

32 

21 

1 

5 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 
7 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

" 

10 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

5 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

" 

T 

1 

60 


18 

G 

9 

9 

7 

5 

13 

22 

1 

7 

19 

11 

2 

2 

13 

144 


19 
3 
3 
6 
2 

10 
3 
1 

12 
4 
4 
3 

26 

22 
8 
2 
1 
5 

31 
4 
2 

43 
3 
6 
8 
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Table  V.  —  Continued. 


Children 

UNDER 

Insane  Fur 

i.v  Supported. 

i§ 

p,  . 

1G  Fully  Sup- 
pouted,   Mar. 

gr5« 

For  the 

vearond- 

2 

TOWNS 

81, 

1887. 

in^  Aim 

.  81, 1SS7. 

Reman 

'g  Mar.  31 

,  18S7. 

KHj 

3  >> 

BY 

fe  3 

, 

p 

6 

6 

1-8 

COUNTIES. 

H 

o 

fc 

fc 

"cL 

?  ? 

o 

c.oj 

w!j 

m 

O 

o 
o 

o 
60 

6  . 

<  | 

w 

■3 

o  3 

s 

H 

p 

< 

M 

>5 

3 

H 

iSm 

Berkshire — Con. 

Sheffield, 

- 

1 

1 

6 

3.82 

3 

- 

2 

5 

5 

12 

Stockbridge,  . 

- 

1 

1 

5 

4.3 

5 

- 

- 

5 

4 

8 

Tyringham,   . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Washington,  . 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

.83 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

West  Stockbridge, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

10 

Williamstown, 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

10 

Windsor, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Total,       . 

12 

27 

39 

83 

6S.57 

50 

7 

72 

71 

279 

Bristol. 

Acusliuer, 

1 

- 

1 

3 

3. 

1 

2 

_ 

3 

1 

8 

Attleboruugh, 

2 

2 

4 

15 

12.3 

12 

- 

_ 

12 

11 

18 

Berkley, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Dartmouth,    . 

1 

- 

1 

7 

5.83 

6 

- 

- 

6 

7 

21 

Dighton, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.45 

2 

1 

- 

3 

2 

6 

Easton,  . 

6 

- 

6 

9 

8.25 

6 

2 

- 

8 

7 

19 

Fairhaven, 

4 

- 

4 

7 

6.2 

4 

3 

- 

7 

5 

13 

Fall  River,     . 

40 

_ 

40 

84 

63.3 

52 

16 

- 

68 

78 

207 

Freetown, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.05 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

6 

Mansfield, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

6 

New  Bedford, 

2 

_ 

2 

70 

53.4 

41 

15 

- 

56 

63 

103 

Norton,  . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.15 

2 

2 

- 

4 

2 

11 

Raynham, 

- 

2 

2 

4 

2.31 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

5 

Rehoiioth, 

2 

- 

2 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

3 

15 

Seekonk, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Somerset, 

1 

- 

1 

4 

4. 

1 

3 

- 

4 

6 

12 

Swansea, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.13 

1 

2 

- 

3 

3 

4 

Taunton, 

5 

- 

5 

55 

39.95 

32 

6 

- 

3S 

40 

84 

Westport, 

3 

- 

o 

11 

9.81 

6 

4 
58 

— 

10 
230 

10 
217 

28 

Total,      . 

67 

4 

71 

287 

223.16 

172 

572 

Dukes. 

Chilmar.k, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Cottage  City, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Edsartown,    . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.75 

4 

- 

- 

4 

4 

12 

Gay  Head,     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gosnold, 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tisbury, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2.00 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

7 

Total, 

- 

1 

1 

7 

6.75 

6 

- 

- 

6 

6 

23 

Essex. 

Amesbury,     . 

- 

1 

1 

12 

9.14 

4 

7 

- 

11 

12 

16 

And  over, 

11 

- 

11 

12 

10.4S 

8 

3 

- 

11 

11 

37 

Beverly, 

1 

- 

1 

16 

14.23 

6 

9 

- 

15 

20 

34 

Boxford, 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Bradford, 

- 

1 

1 

4 

3.18 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

Dan  vers, 

_ 

7 

7 

8 

7.07 

7 

- 

- 

7 

11 

40 

Essex,    . 

3 

_ 

3 

3 

2.5 

- 

3 

- 

3 

2 

11 

Georgetown,  . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

1 

3 

- 

4 

4 

7 

Gloucester,     . 

7 

1 

8 

30 

24.7 

25 

1 

- 

26 

27 

53 

Groveland, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Hamilton, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Haverhill, 

4 

3 

7 

22 

17.31 

1 

9 

10 

- 

19 

20 

49 
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Table  V.  —  Continued. 


Child  hex  under 

Insane  Fully  Supported 

SSo 

a  • 

16  Fully  Sup- 
ported,  Mar. 
81,  1837. 

in  ^ 

OT1 

<«a3 

TOWNS 

For  the  year end- 
ing Mar  31,1887. 

Ilemain'g  Mar  31,1887. 

5>. 

BY 

, 

£ch  5 

6 

d 

p 

1-5 

COUNTIES. 

o 

B 

,-S 

o 
o 

o 

bo 

6    . 

o 

_; 

S  "S 

co  o 

,G 

,23 

o 

% 

•^ 

+2 

o 

CO   s 

3  a 

l-l 

W 

EH 

< 

M 

>H 

3 

H 

^CC 

Ch     . 

Essf.x  —  Con. 

Ipswich, 

1 

- 

1 

5 

5: 

1 

4 

_ 

5 

4 

11 

Lawrence, 

1 

32 

33 

93 

80  46 

32 

45 

- 

77 

76 

180 

Lynn, 

6 

32 

38 

93 

78.92 

72 

2 

_ 

74 

78 

152 

LynnfieH, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Manchester, 

2 

- 

2 

6 

5.22 

4 

- 

- 

4 

4 

10 

Marblehead, 

_ 

4 

4 

19 

18.03 

5 

13 

_ 

18 

18 

41 

Merrimic, 

- 

3 

3 

4 

4. 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

4 

11 

Mei-hiu-n, 

3 

- 

3 

8 

G.3 

4 

2 

_ 

6 

7 

21 

Middle  ton, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Nahanr, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

Newbury, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

1 

- 

2 

3 

4 

7 

Newbury  nort, 

9 

1 

10 

39 

27.56 

20 

7 

_ 

27 

30 

78 

North  Andovcr, 

- 

3 

3 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

- 

3 

6 

10 

Peab  >dy, 

11 

11 

15 

14.1 

11 

3 

_ 

14 

15 

62 

Rock  port, 

- 

- 

13 

12.15 

11 

2 

- 

13 

16 

21 

Rowley, 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

Salem,    . 

9 

23 

32 

101 

72.31 

21 

49 

_ 

70 

69 

181 

Salisbury, 

- 

_ 

- 

4 

1.68 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Saugus,  . 

3 

_ 

3 

7 

6.51 

7 

_ 

_ 

7 

7 

18 

Swnmpscott,  . 

- 

2 

2 

6 

5.1 

4 

- 

_ 

4 

5 

8 

Topsfield, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

7 

Wcnhain, 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

West  Newbury, 

7 

- 

7 

3 

2.84 

2 

1 

- 

3 

3 

13 

Total,       . 

78 

113 

191 

540 

445.79 

265 

168 

4 

437 

434 

1099 

Franklin. 

Ashlield, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.85 

2 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

7 

Bernnrdston, . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.5 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

6 

Buckland,       . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

3 

Charlciuont,  . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

2 

6 

Colrain,  . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.03 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

Conway, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.4 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

5 

9 

Deerlie'ld, 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.36 

3 

- 

- 

3 

3 

10 

Erving,  . 

- 

7 

7 

2 

1.43 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

9 

Gill,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Givenfield,      . 

4 

- 

4 

7 

4.65 

4 

_ 

_ 

4 

4 

11 

Haw  ley, 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

Heath,    . 

- 

_ 

- 

4 

3.22 

1 

2 

_ 

3 

2 

4 

Levcrett, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

5 

Ley den, . 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

Monroe, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Montague, 

- 

5 

5 

2 

2. 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

13 

New  Sstlcm,   . 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

2 

Norihlicld,      . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4  93 

3 

- 

2 

5 

3 

6 

Orange,  . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

- 

3 

- 

3 

4 

7 

Rowe,     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Slu'llmrne, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.17 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

3 

Shutesbtuy,   . 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2.25 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

4 

8 

Sunderland,   . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

Warwick,       . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2.93 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

3 

Wendell, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

3 

Whate.y, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

50.77 

1 

30 

12 

3 

1 

1 

8 

Total, 

6 

13 

19 

60 

45 

42 

140 

38 
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Table  V.  —  Continued. 


Children  under 

Insane  Fully  Supported. 

i.  . 

1G  Fui.lv  Sup- 
ported,   Mar. 
31,  1S37. 

_>> 

^1 

TOWNS 

For  the  year  end- 
ing Mar.  31, 1887. 

Remain-gMar.31,1887. 

BY 

!^3 

6 

o 

o 

•-5 

COUNTIES. 

J  i 

2 

£ 

£ 

'» 

p  w 

jj 

c§ 

£■§ 

<  = 

~> 

_j 

o 

% 

Si   -A    ■ 

"*1  ~ 

"> 

,_; 

2  3 

S"£ 

o 

1 

o 

o 

> 

1-1   « 

3 

o 

O 

2  §* 

to  o 

« 

W 

F 

< 

M 

•= 

W 

H 

,"02 

Ph 

Hampdex. 

Agawam, 

- 

_ 

_ 

4 

3.22 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

3 

6 

Bland  ford, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

5 

Brimfiekl, 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

1.8 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

8 

Chester, . 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Chicopee, 

6 

5 

11 

21 

14.31 

15 

2 

_ 

17 

16 

55 

Granville, 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

7 

Hampden, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

_ 

_ 

3 

3 

3 

4 

Holland, 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

— 

- 

Holyoke, 

— 

19 

19 

33 

29.22 

31 

- 

1 

32 

35 

88 

Lonumsadoiv, 

- 

_ 

3 

2  2 

2 

_ 

- 

2 

2 

3 

Ludlow, 

- 

_ 

_ 

3 

2.8 1 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

3 

4 

Monson, 

1     - 

- 

- 

5 

5. 

3 

2 

- 

5 

5 

19 

Montgomery, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

Palmer,       *  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

6.62 

5 

1 

_ 

6 

8 

16 

Russell,  . 

- 

2 

2 

2 

1.89 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

- 

9 

Sonthwick,     . 

- 

_ 

_ 

I 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

5 

Springfield,    . 

_ 

20 

20 

76 

61.17 

21 

3S 

- 

59 

56 

135 

Tolland,. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

:- 

3 

Wales,    . 

- 

_ 

_ 

4 

4. 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

5 

Westfield. 

2 

1 

3 

16 

11.9 

10 

2 

I 

13 

18 

41 

West  Springfield,  . 

- 

2 

2 

4 

3.83 

4 

'  _ 

_ 

4 

5 

9 

Wilbraiiam,  . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

101 

47 

15 

3 
103 

2 
161 

4 

Total,       . 

9 

53 

62 

192 

157.97 

431 

Hampshire. 

Amherst, 

1 

- 

1 

9 

8.02 

4 

3 

- 

7 

8 

17 

Bel  chert  >\vn, 

- 

_ 

_ 

4 

4. 

- 

4 

- 

4 

4 

12 

Chestv  rfield,  . 

- 

- 

- 

1        2 

1.77 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

6 

Cumin  mgtoii, 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Easthauiptjn, 

- 

_ 

_ 

7 

6.24 

5 

- 

1 

6 

7 

IS 

Enfield,  . 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

1.68 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Goshen,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Gran  by. 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

8 

Greenwich,     . 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

2 

6 

Hadlev, . 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

- 

3 

2 

9 

Haifield. 

- 

2 

2 

4 

3.27 

2 

- 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Huntington,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

- 

2 

2 

5 

Middleheld,   . 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Northampton, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

17 

12.72 

12 

3 

- 

15 

15 

20 

Pelham, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Plainlield,      . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

- 

4 

Preseott, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.93 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Southampron, 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

South  lladley, 

- 

- 

_ 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

4 

14 

Ware,      . 

_ 

- 

- 

10 

7.9 

6 

2 

- 

8 

9 

18 

Wesihampton, 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

Wiiliams!>nrg, 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Worthington, 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

3 

46 

14 

1 
5 

4 
65 

4 
68 

9 

Total, 

3 

5 

8 

76 

66.53 

182 

Middlesex. 

Acton,     . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3.33 

1 

2 

- 

3 

2 

4 

Arlington, 

2 

1 

3 

5 

4.75 

5 

~ 

— 

5 

5 

14 

1888.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17. 


CHILDREN    AND    INSANE    PERSONS. 


39 


Table  V.  —  Continued. 


TOWNS 

BY 

COUNTIES. 


Middlesex— Con. 
Asliliy,    . 
Ashland, 
Aver, 
Bedford, 
Belmont, 
BillTic.i, 
Boxborougb, 
Bnrlin.-ton, 
Cambridge, 
Carlisle, . 
Clielmst'ord, 
Concord, 
Dracut,  . 
Dunstable, 
Everett, . 
Framingham 
Grot  on,  . 
Holliston, 
Hop  kin  ion, 
Hudson, 
Lexington, 
Lincoln . . 
Littleton, 
Lowell.  . 
Maiden,  . 
Marlborough, 
Mavnard, 
Med  ford, 
Melrose, 
Natick,  . 
Newton. 
North  Readi 
Pepperell, 
Reading, 
Sbcrl)  ,rn, 
Shirley.  . 
Somerville, 
Stoneliam, 
Stow,       . 
Sudbury, 
Tewksbnry, 
Town  send, 
Tyngsi'orotigh, 
Wakcfidd, 
Walthairi, 
Watertown, 
Way  land, 
Wcsti'ord, 
West-.n, 
Wilmington, 
Winchester, 
Wuburn, 

Total, 


Children  dndek 
16  Fully  Sup- 
ported, Mar. 
81,  1SS7. 


50 


274 


29 


157 
10 
15 


1 

16 

303 


Insane  Fully  Supported. 


For  the  year  end- L        .   ,    ,r      „,  ,no_ 
ing  Mar.  31, 1SS7.   Remain'g  Mar.  31, 1S8< 


2 

2 
4 
2 
1 
4 
2 
1 
125 

5 
3 
2 
3 

7 


9 

10 

4 

3 

3 

2 

118 

19 

17 

7 

14 

10 

13 

14 

2 

5 

2 

2 

23 
6 
2 
2 
4 
2 

11 

24 

6 

2 
7 
1 

5 
15 


54S 


XZ 


to     .  ■ 

So  % 

^  I  1 

sT  3 


«5    - 


2. 
2. 

3.75 
2. 
1. 
4. 
2. 
1. 
96.09 

4.09 

2.23 

2. 

3. 

6.37 

3.52 

5.67 

8.71 

8.19 

3.01 

3. 

2.73 

1.89 
91.72 
11.84 
16.31 

7. 
13.3 

9.03 
11.1 
10.52 

2. 

5. 

2. 

1.77 

1. 
19.85 

4. 

2. 

2. 

4. 

2. 

9.25 

21.16 
6. 
2. 
7. 
1. 

5. 
12.67 

459.85 


x 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

_ 

2 

2 

3 

1 

- 

4 

3 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

- 

4 

2 

2 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

70 

28 

- 

93 

101 
1 
5 

4 

_ 

_ 

4 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

1 

o 

2 

6 

- 

- 

6 

8 

1 

2 

- 

3 

5 

2 

4 

- 

6 

4 

5 

2 

- 

7 

6 

7 

2 

- 

9 

9 

2 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

o 

1 

- 

3 

3 

2 

- 

- 

2 

3 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

14 

78 

_ 

92 

93 

12 

- 

- 

12 

IS 

10 

7 

_ 

17 

18 

6 

- 

1 

7 

,r; 

10 

3 

- 

13 

13 

8 

- 

8 

9 

10 

- 

- 

10 

10 

9 

2 

- 

11 

10 

- 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

0 

- 

0 

4 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

16 

- 

1 

17 

21 

0 

- 

- 

0 

i 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

3 

_ 

4 

6 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 
1 
9 

9 

_ 

_ 

9 

18 

4 

- 

22 

21 

5 

1 

- 

6 

0 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

7 

- 

- 

7 

7 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 
1 
5 

5 

_ 

_ 

5 

10 

2 

- 

12 

16 
430 

284 

165 

3 

452 
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\BLE 
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Continued. 

Chi 

,DRKN  UNDER 

Insane  Fully  Supported 

S| 

o,  . 

16  Fully  Sup- 
touted,  Mah. 
81,  1S87. 

H 

^:ot 

TOWNS 

For  the  year  end- 
ing Mar.  31, 1887. 

Remain's  Mar.  31, 1887 

15  Y 

fe    = 

p 

d 

6 

1-5 

COUNTTES. 

B  " 

s 

ft 

fc 

s* 

S£ 

o 

C  J2 

2*2 

o 

o 

o 

|i 

<s 

CD 

o 

2  § 

S  2 

5  £ 

c»  o 

3  p. 

M 

w 

E-i 

!> 

<j 

-H 

M 

2 

iEaS 

Ph 

Nantucket. 

Nantucket,     .      :  . 

3 

- 

3 

6 

5.08 

2 

3 

- 

5 

4 

28 

Norfolk. 

Bellingham,   .     :  . 

_ 

- 

_ 

4 

3.9 

2 

2 

_ 

4 

4 

12 

Braintree,       .     '  . 

1 

- 

1 

8 

5.71 

3 

3 

- 

6 

5 

18 

Brooklino, 

_ 

1 

1 

12 

11.5 

10 

1 

_ 

11 

14 

17 

Canton,  . 

2 

_ 

2 

10 

8.48 

7 

_ 

_ 

7 

7 

22 

Cohasset, 

- 

- 

_ 

12 

11.2 

7 

5 

_ 

12 

11 

16 

Dedham, 

1 

_ 

1 

12 

9.75 

8 

_ 

_ 

8 

8 

21 

Dover,    .        .        . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

Foxborough, . 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

.7 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

Franklin, 

- 

_ 

- 

5 

3.45 

4 

- 

_ 

4 

5 

11 

Ho]  l)roi  >k,       . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

4 

- 

- 

4 

6 

14 

Hyde  Park,    . 

- 

7 

7 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

4 

14 

Mediield, 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5.94 

4 

1 

- 

5 

5 

.7 

Medway, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.02 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

13 

Millis,     . 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Milton,  . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5. 

3 

- 

2 

5 

4 

15 

Needham, 

- 

1 

1 

4 

3.3 

3 

- 

- 

3 

3 

9 

Norfolk, 

- 

5 

5 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

Norwood, 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

Quincy,  .         .        . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15 

15. 

8 

7 

_ 

15 

15 

27 

Randolph, 

2 

_ 

2 

8 

6.9 

3 

4 

- 

7 

3 

17 

S harem,  . 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

4 

Stougliton, 

1 

- 

1 

9 

7.72 

5 

2 

- 

7 

6 

11 

"Walpole,        .      .  . 

- 

- 

- 

7 

6.36 

7 

- 

- 

7 

7 

12 

"Wellesley, 

1 

- 

1 

5 

5 

3 

2 

- 

5 

4 

14 

Weymouth,    . 

- 

- 

_ 

14 

12.78 

8 

3 

1 

12 

10 

31 

Wrentham,    . 

- 

- 

- 

6 

4.64 

3 

1 

- 

4 

7 
134 

10 

Total, 

11 

15 

26 

157 

140.35 

100 

31 

5 

136 

328 

Plymouth. 

Abingron, 

- 

- 

- 

9 

6.89 

7 

1 

- 

8 

7 

14 

Bridge  water,  . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3.25 

2 

2 

- 

4 

4 

11 

Brockton, 

3 

- 

3 

20 

12.62 

1 

13 

- 

14 

18 

29 

Carver,   .               :  . 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

7 

Duxbury, 

._ 

- 

- 

7 

6.01 

2 

3 

_ 

5 

5 

13 

East  Bridgewater', 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5.98 

3 

2 

- 

5 

5 

10 

Halifax, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Hanover, 

4 

- 

4 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

- 

3 

3 

11 

Hanson, 

_ 

- 

- 

3 

2.88 

3 

- 

- 

3 

2 

7 

Hingham, 

2 

- 

2 

6 

6. 

2 

4 

- 

6 

6 

20 

Hull,       .         .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kingston, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

Lakeville, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

1 

- 

2 

3 

1 

3 

Marion,  . 

_ 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

5 

7 

Marshfield,     . 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Mattapoisttr, 

4 

- 

4 

7 

5.50 

- 

6 

- 

6 

3 

13 

Middleborough,     . 

- 

- 

- 

9 

7.57 

4 

3 

_ 

7 

7 

24 

Pern  1  in  ke,     . 

3 

- 

3 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

- 

2 

4 

11 

Plymouth, 

- 

- 

- 

13 

10.67 

11 

1 

- 

12 

15 

33 

Plympton., 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rochester, 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5.41 

2 

4 

- 

6 

4 

6 

Rockland, 

— 

" 

" 

6 

5.57 

4 

1 

" 

5 

13 
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Table  V.  —  Continued. 


TOWNS 

BY 

COUNTIES. 


Plymouth— Con. 
Sciiuate, 

South  Seituate,      . 
Wareham, 
"West  liridgewatcr, 
Whitman, 

Total,       . 

Suffolk 
Boston,  . 
Chcbea, 
Revere,  . 
Wintlirop, 

Total,       . 

Worcester. 
Ashbarnham, 
Alhol,     . 
Auburn, 
Bariv,     . 
Berlin,    . 
Black-tone,    . 
Bolton,   . 
Boylston, 
Brook  lie  kl,     . 
Charlton, 
Clinton,  . 
Dana, 
Douglas, 
Dudley,  . 
Fitch  burg, 
Gardner," 
Grafton, 
Hard  wick, 
Harvard, 
Hold  n, . 
,  Hopedale, 
Hubbard -ton, 
Lancaster, 
Leicester, 
Leominster.    . 
Lunenburg,    . 
Mendon, 
Milford, 
Millbury, 
New  brain tnc, 
North,  borough, 
Nortlibridge, . 
North  liido.kficld, 
Oakham, 
Oxford,  . 
Paxton,  . 
Pete-sham,     . 
Phillipston,    . 


Children  under 
16  Fully  Sup- 
ported, Mar. 
31,  1SS7. 


20 


385 

4 


389 


25 


40.: 


409 


Insane  Fully  Supported. 


For  the 

yearend- 

ingMa 

c.  81, 1887. 

6 

ft 

6 
ft 

o 

a) 

£ 

< 

o 

2. 

5 

5. 

3 

2.46 

2 

1.91 

2 

2. 

125 

106.72 

1  ,005 

838.24 

32 

27.21 

4 

3.66 

- 

- 

1,041 

869.11 

2 

1.26 

2 

2. 

3 

2.3 

3 

2.48 

2 

2. 

12 

8  69 

2 

1.67 

7 

4.28 

16 

13.69 

1 

1. 

1 

1. 

1 

1. 

18 

1-5.79 

9 

7.14 

5 

3.44 

1 

1. 

1 

1. 

G 

5.37 

7 

6.65 

7 

6.11 

8 

6.35 

7 

6.03 

1 

.3 

19 

14.67 

6 

6 

1 

1. 

1 

.21 

4 

3.75 

4 

3.0G 

2 

2 

1 

1. 

2 

2. 

3 

3. 

1 

1. 

Remains  Mar.  31, 1SS7. 


809 

27 

3 


839 


13 


16 


1  - 


108 


809 


839 


109 


o 

11 
12 

7 
18 

298 


850  2029 

28   46 

5    6 

1 

883  2082 
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Table  V.  —  Concluded. 
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The  first  table  is  made  up  from  three  source-. —  1  the 
annual  returns  niade  by  the  Overseers  :  the  Pc  ::  for  the 
year  ending  April  1,  1887 :  I  the  registers  kept  by  the 
Inspector  of  Charities,  which  include  the  names  and  descrip- 
tion of  all  persons  fuUy  supported  by  the  cities  and  towns  : 
and  (3)  the  returns  made  at  certain  fixed  dates  by  the  O  - 
seers  :  the  Pc  :r.  which  show  the  number  of  persons  then 
receiving  in-door  and  out-door  relief  in  the  cities  and  town  - , 
whether  at  the  expense  of  the  municipalities  or  of  the  ^tate. 
The  State  poor  maintained  in  the  State  establishments  tre 
not  included  in  this  table.  It  is  well  to  bear  these  ren 
in  mind  when  consulting  the  table. 

The       e  'age  number  of  city  and  town  poor  fully  supported 
is     imputed  in  the  first  table  from  the  Inspectors  regis- 
ters, verified  bj  the  Overseers5  annual  return.     The 
number  of  the  poor  fially  <s  (the  .  tit- 

door  poor,  both  of  the  State  and  of  the  cities  and  town ~  is 
computed  from  the  returns  at  fixed  dates  made  by  the  Over- 
seers, and  is.  to  some  extent,  an  estimate.  Few  towns. 'and 
no  cities,  give,  or  can  easily  _.  such  an  averag 
and  even  the  number  receiving  out-door  relief  at  any  given 
time  in  a  city  or  town  is  not  always  returned  exactly,  tfa  agh 
the  recent  returns  are  more  accurate  in  this  respect  than 
those  of  former  years.  Generally  speaking  the  errors 
one  town  oi  at  ill  onset  those  in  another:  but  it  may 
safely  assumed  that  the  average  number.  -  _  m  in  the 
table,  is  commonly  :  ._     rather  than  toe    small. 

table  als     gr    -  the  wholt  f    Ufft    .    * 

ceiving  support  or  relief  during  the  number, 

for  obvious  reasons,  is  always  :       large  when  brougl 
ana__.   gal     forth    whole  State.     Many]  arsons 

twice,  thrice,  or  even  five  times  in  such  an     _  -inee 

they  may  have  been  and  -ometimes  are,  in 

{I     supported  or  relieved  by  more  than  one  town  and     Is 

by  the    State  ;     2    supported  by  the  s  I    vn  (    )  in  its 
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almshouse,  (b)  in  some  lunatic  hospital,  or  (c)  relieved  by 
the  same  town  more  than  once  among  the  out-door  poor ; 
(3)  duplicated  by  mere  error  in  the  count  made  by  Over- 
seers. From  these  and  other  causes  of  error  in  the  old  way 
of  reporting  pauperism  in  Massachusetts,  it  was  thought 
best  to  adopt  the  English  method  of  counting  at  certain 
dates,  which  are  three  in  the  year, —  Jan.  1,  when  the  poor 
are  perhaps  most  numerous  ;  July  1 ,  when  they  are  least 
numerous;  and  April  1,  when  the  annual  return  closes. 
The  second  table,  "  Census  of  Pauperism,"  will  show  what 
has  been  the  pauper  population  of  Massachusetts  at  these 
dates  during  the  two  years  ending  July  1,  1887,  and  it  may 
safely  be  said  that  no  more  than  the  numbers  there  given 
were  supported  and  relieved  at  the  times  mentioned.  The 
average  of  all  the  enumerations  for  the  two  years  has  been 
25,423  ;  while  the  average  population  of  the  State  for  the 
two  years  may  be  taken  as  2,100,000.  This  would  give  an 
average  of  about  one  pauper  to  every  83  of  the  population. 
It  may  be  noticed  that  pauperism  steadily  declined  (allow- 
ance being  made  for  the  season  of  the  year)  from  1877  to 
1882 ;  though  the  accumulation  of  the  insane  poor  had 
prevented  this  decline  from  showing  itself  very  much  in  the 
class  of  in-door  poor,  which,  with  us,  includes  the  insane 
poor  in  hospitals  and  asylums.  Table  II.  also  shows  the 
number  of  the  insane  reported  by  the  cities  and  towns  at 
certain  dates  in  1886-87.  The  insane  supported  by  cities 
and  towns  in  hospitals  and  asylums,  with  their  assumed  cost, 
are  also  reported  in  Table  I.  ;  but  the  cost  there  given  is  too 
low.  It  no  doubt  exceeded  $450,000  for  the  year  ending 
April  1,  1887,  and  for  the  current  year  will  reach  $475,000. 
In  order  to  show  the  condition  of  pauperism  in  the  prin- 
cipal cities  and  towns  we  give  two  tables,  IV.  and  V.,  made 
up  from  the  official  returns  of  the  different  classes  of  the 
poor,  including  the  insane  and  vagrants,  in  the  twenty-three 
cities  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  twenty  large  towns  which 
in  1885  contained  each  a  population  of  more  than  8,000. 
These  tables  cover  three  years,  and  are  taken  at  the  dates 
(Jan.  1  and  July  1)  when  the  number  of  the  poor  supported 
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and  relieved  is  at  its  highest  or  its  lowest  point.  The  popu- 
lation of  these  eities  on  the  1st  of  June,  1885,  was 
1,087,490  ;  and  of  the  twenty  towns,  203,117.  This  leaves 
for  all  the  rest  of  the  State  (307  towns)  a  population  of 
651,528,  or  but  little  more  than  a  third  part  of  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants.  The  whole  number  of  the  poor 
fully  supported  was  in  the  cities  Jan.  1,  1885,  4,280;  Jan. 
1,  1886,  4,548;  Jan.  1,  1887,  4,532, —  showing  an  increase 
in  the  space  of  two  years  of  252,  the  greater  part  of  which 
is  due  to  the  increase  of  the  insane  poor  in  that  period. 
In  the  twenty  towns  the  number  fully  supported   Jan.   1, 

1885,  was  627;  Jan.  1,  1886,  652;  Jan.  1,  1887,  680. 
Here  the  increase  has  been  53  in  two  years,  while  the 
insane  in  these  towns  have  increased  by  27.  The  number 
of  vagrants  has  not  increased. 

The  number  of.  persons  partially  supported  in  winter 
decreased  both  in  the  cities  and  in  the  large  towns.  In  the 
cities  Jan.  1,  1885,  13,606  persons  were  returned  as  partially 
supported  ;  a  year  later,  13,148  ;  and  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1887,  12,500,  —  a  decrease  of  8  per  cent,  in  two  years. 
In  all  these  cities  and  towns  the  aggregate  of  the  poor  of  all 
classes  was  21,105  Jan.  1,  1885  ;  20,735  Jan.  1,  1886  ;  and 
20,114    Jan.   1,   1887,  —  the   decrease    in  these   as;aTe<rates 

7  7  7  oo      o 

during  two  years  being  991,  or  4|  per  cent.  With  a  total 
population  of  1,290,613  there  is  about  one  pauper  to  62 
inhabitants.  If  the  paupers  supported  by  the  State  in 
establishments,  from  these  cities  and  towns,  were  added,  it 
would  bring  up  the  proportion  to  something  like  one  in  50 
at  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  largest  number  of  persons 
need  public  relief. 

While  the  number  of  the  poor  has  thus  been  decreasing 
at  the  midwinter  season  in  these  cities  and  towns,  it  has  been 
increasing  in  the  midsummer  season  ;  so  that  the  difference 
between  the  numbers  reported  in  midsummer  and  midwinter 
is  less  marked  than  it  was  two  years  ago.  The  number  of 
the  poor  of  all  classes  July  1,  1885,  was  14,058;    July  1, 

1886,  it  was  13,599;  July  1,  1887,  it  was  15,044;  an 
increase  in  the  two  years  of  986,  of  whom  246  .were  fully 
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supported,  the  insane  increasing  179.  July  1,  1887,  the 
proportion  of  paupers  to  population  in  these  43  cities  and 
towns  was  one  to  83.  Taking  the  returns  from  the  whole 
State  there  appears  an  increase  of  pauperism,  both  winter 
and  summer,  since  the  year  1881  ;  and  because  the  popula- 
tion has  so  largely  increased  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
number  of  our  poor  will  ever  be  smaller  than  it  was  in  1881. 
Pauperism  increases  Avhen  there  is  a  general  depression  in 
business,  or  any  serious  interruption  of  the  industrial 
activity  of  the  people  ;  such  as  occurred  between  1874  and 
1879,  and,  to  a  smaller  extent,  was  witnessed  in  1884-5. 
But  this  increase  is  not  universal  throughout  the  State,  and 
is  chiefly  visible  in  cities  and  manufacturing  towns. 

In  the  307  towns  of  less  than  8,000  inhabitants,  with  a 
population  of  651,528,  the  whole  number  of  the  poor 
reported  July  1,  1887,  was  7,391,  —  of  whom  927  were 
insane,  2,692  were  fully  supported,  4,660  were  partly 
supported,  and  there  were  39  vagrants.  The  proportion  of 
paupers  to  population  in  these  towns  at  that  date  was  one  in 
88.  It  thus  appears  that  the  increase  of  the  insane  in  these 
smaller  towns  is  somewhat  more  than  the  increase  of  all 
those  fully  supported,  so  that  the  number  of  the  sane  poor 
in  these  307  towns  has  really  diminished  within  the  past 
year.  This  is  true,  also,  of  the  cities  and  large  towns  for 
the  whole  year  1886. 

It  appears  from  the  above  Tables  III.  and  IV.  that  the 
number  of  paupers  increased  both  in  summer  and  winter  in 
1885,  but  did  not  increase  —  indeed,  fell  away  somewhat  — 
in  1886  and  1887.  The  number  of  the  insane  poor,  how- 
ever, in  these  43  cities  and  large  towns  increased  in  the  two 
years  and  a  half  from  Jan.  1,  1885,  to  July  1,  1887,  from 
1,842  to  2,088.  In  the  rest  of  the  State  the  increase  was 
also  considerable,  —  indeed,  more  marked  ;  so  that  the  total 
of  the  insane  poor  reported  by  350  cities  and  towns  increased 
from  2,659  Jan.  1,  1885,  to  3,015  July  1,  1887,  or  356  in 
two  years  and  a  half.  Reckoning  in  the  State  insane  also 
the  increase  was  from  3,662  Jan.  1,  1885,  to  4,182  July  1, 
1887,  —  a  gain  of  570  in  less  than  three  years,  or  at  the  rate 
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of  more  than  250  a  year.  Were  it  not  for  insanity  and  the 
pauperism  thence  resulting  there  would  be  scarcely  any 
increase  in  the  ratio  of  the  Massachusetts  poor  to  the  whole 
population  in  years  of  ordinary  prosperity. 

A  remark  may  be  made  respecting  this  ratio  of  paupers  to 
population  in  different  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  State. 
Although,  in  a  general  way,  the  number  of  the  poor  sup- 
ported or  relieved  bears  a  prett}^  constant  ratio  to  the  whole 
population  of  the  State,  yet  this  ratio  in  different  places  varies 
extremely.  For  example,  the  town  of  Nantucket,  with  a 
population  of  3,142,  had  on  the  1st  of  January,  1887,  180 
paupers,  or  one  in  every  17,  while  the  city  of  Waltham,  with 
more  than  14,000  people,  reported  only  127  paupers  at  the 
same  date,  or  one  in  every  110.  Again,  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  with  less  than  34,000  people,  reported  at  the  same 
date  900  paupers,  while  Somerville,  with  nearly  30,000 
people,  reported  only  404,  and  Worcester,  with  68,000 
inhabitants,  or  twice  as  many  as  New  Bedford,  reported  only 
644  paupers.  These  midwinter  differences  seem  to  be  more 
than  perpetuated  in  midsummer ;  for  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1887,  New  Bedford  reported  584  paupers,  Worcester  only 
246,  and  Somerville  200.  These  variations  may  be  due  in 
part  to  a  different  method  of  reporting  actual  cases,  but  they 
have  been  observed  in  a  general  way  for  years,  and  seem  to 
characterize  the  communities  in  which  they  exist. 

Table  V.  gives  a  variety  of  information,  but  its  most 
important  showing  is  that  which  concerns  children  supported 
in  almshouses,  or  in  schools  and  asylums,  at  the  expense  of 
the  towns  and  cities.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number 
remaining  in  almshouses  April  1,  1887,  is  a  little  less  than 
at  the  same  date  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  number 
supported  elsewhere  —  that  is,  in  schools  and  private  fam- 
ilies—  has  decreased  from  728  to  663;  the  whole  number 
of  children  being  less  by  74  than  in  1886.  When  the 
poor  children  in  the  care  of  the  State  are  added  to  these 
figures  this  decrease  becomes  greater,  for  the  number  of 
children  committed  to  the  care  of  the  State  has  been  consid- 
erably less  in  1887  than  for  several  years    previous.     The 
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whole  number  of  children  in  almshouses  in  Massachusetts  is 
now  little  above  GOO  at  any  given  time,  and  many  of  these 
are  feeble  or  idiotic  children,  or  are  dependent  upon  the 
care  of  their  mothers,  who  are  inmates  with  them. 

The  statistics  concerning  the  insane  in  Table  V.  are  to  be 
received  with  this  qualification  :  They  are  made  up  from  the 
annual  returns  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  therefore 
never  include  so  many  insane  persons  as  the  cities  and  towns 
are  supporting  at  a  given  time,  because  each  municipality 
omits  from  its  list  those  whose  settlements  are  in  dispute, 
and  most  of  those  for  whom  they  receive  reimbursement 
from  the  family  or  friends  of  the  patients.  Thus,  on  the 
31st  of  March,  1887,  the  cities  and  towns  return  2,111  in- 
sane persons  supported  by  them  in  hospitals,  while  the  actual 
number  at  the  time  exceeded  2,200,  including  those  for 
whom  reimbursement  was  received.  Again,  the  number  of 
the  insane  remaining  in  almshouses  may  be  differently  stated, 
according  to  different  classifications  of  each  person's  condi- 
tion,—  the  term  4' insane"  being  made  to  cover  more  or 
less,  at  different  times,  in  the  returns  of  the  Overseers. 
Probably  the  number  reported  in  almshouses  March  31 
(621)  was  too  small,  and  650  would  be  perhaps  a  more 
exact  statement.  This  number  is  increasing,  and  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1887,  may  have  been  as  high  as  700. 

For  the  reasons  above  mentioned  the  whole  number  of  the 
insane  reported  by  the  cities  and  towns  during  the  year  is 
also  too  small.  Instead  of  3,531,  as  given  in  Table  V.,  it 
probably  exceeds  3,700.  The  classification  of  the  insane 
poor,  as  between  State  and  municipal  support,  is  continually 
changing,  many  pauper  settlements  being  found  by  this 
Board  every  year,  while  the  municipal  authorities  are  con- 
tinually finding  kindred  and  friends  to  relieve  the  public  of 
the  support  of  the  insane  poor,  particularly  when  removed 
from  hospitals  to  almshouses.  Table  XVII. ,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  statistical  tables  concerning  insanity,  gives  more 
accurately  than  any  other  the  general  facts  concerning  the 
insane  in  Massachusetts  during  the  year. 
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Of  the  220  almshouses  reported  in  the  foregoing  tables 
the  majority  have  been  visited  during  the  year  which  this 
report  covers ;  and  several  towns  which  do  not  maintain 
almshouses  have  also  been  visited  by  direction  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Charities.  The  object  of  these  visits  has  usually  been 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  insane  persons  and  children 
maintained  by  the  different  cities  and  towns,  at  their  alms- 
houses or  in  private  families  ;  but  advantage  was  taken  of 
the  opportunity  thus  afforded  to  inspect  the  sanitary  condition 
and  general  management  of  the  almshouses.  The*  Visitor 
in  most  cases  was  a  woman,  who  has  exercised  the  experi- 
ence gained  in  domestic  life  for  testing  the  housekeeping  of 
these  establishments.  Many  of  them  have  not  met  this  test 
very  well ;  and  the  publication  of  a  brief  and  frank  report 
of  what  was  observed  will  probably  be  useful  to  the  town 
authorities  in  improving  the  condition  of  their  poor. 

The  new  law  of  1887,  allowing  the  State  Board  to  make 
provision  for  placing  almshouse  children  in  families  when  the 
cities  neglected  this  duty,  has  been  enforced  by  the  Board, 
and  has  led  to  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
children  residing  in  the  local  almshouses.  This  result  only 
began  to  appear  in  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  therefore 
is  only  occasionally  mentioned  in  the  following  reports  of 
almshouse  visitation.  It  was  found,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, but  apparently  against  the  expectation  of  some  Over- 
seers, that  there  is  little  difficulty  in  placing  children  from 
almshouses  in  families,  where  the  cost  of  maintaining  them 
is  actually  less  (as  may  be  seen  by  the  report  from  Spring- 
field) than  it  was  in  the  almshouse. 

Three  or  four  small  town  almshouses  have  been  condemned 
as  unfit  to  occupy,  or  as  not  needed  because  the  number  of 
paupers  in  town  was  so  small,  and  have  been  abandoned 
during  the  past  year.  The  most  striking  example  of  this  is 
in  the  town  of  Prescott,  where  the  unfortunate  circumstances 
preceding  the  death  of  an  insane  inmate  (Mrs.  Joseph 
Lindsey),  who  ought  not  to  have  been  kept  in  such  an 
establishment,  led  the  town  to  offer  its  almshouse  and  farm 
for  sale.     Several  new  almshouses  have  been    occupied  or 
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built  during  the  year,  and  others  have  been  noticeably 
improved.  The  last  is  true  of  the  Lowell  almshouse,  which 
is  still,  however,  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition,  by 
reason  of  the  mingling  of  so  many  classes  of  occupants  in 
one  set  of  buildings. 

Reports  of  Almshouse  Visitation. 
The  following  abstracts  of  reports  made  by  the  Visitors 
in  the  Inspector's  department  omit,  in  most  cases,  the 
names  o*f  almshouse  inmates,  but  not  the  names  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  almshouses  inspected.  It  is  not  intended  to 
present  reports  of  all  the  visitations,  but  mainly  of  such  as 
illustrate  the  general  character  of  the  almshouses  in  the 
different  counties,  or  else  show  a  special  condition,  good  or 
bad,  in  certain  almshouses. 

Town  Almshouses  in  Barnstable  County. 
Barnstable  (visited  by  Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  — This  almshouse, 
visited  July  ID,  1887,  at  West  Barnstable,  is  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  railroad  station,  quite  old,  shingled  on  all  sides, 
has  blinds  on  the  front  only,  and  is  two  stories  in  height.  The 
town  officers  have  the  room  on  the  right  as  you  enter  the  house, 
where  they  meet  either  as  Selectmen  or  Assessors,  and  for  any 
other  official  business.  At  present  the  assessors  are  there  every 
day,  and  will  be  for  a  month,  to  make  up  the  tax  list.  In  the  ell 
of  the  house  on  the  first  floor  are  six  sleeping-rooms  occupied  by 
the  men.  These  are  of  good  size,  furnished  with  iron  bedsteads 
and  with  straw  and  fealher  beds,  all  in  good  condition.  The 
women  have  the  second  story,  where  are  eight  sleeping-rooms 
also  furnished  with  good  beds  and  bedding ;  these  with  two 
exceptions  were  in  excellent  condition.  One  of  these  is  occupied 
b}*  an  old  lady  who  is  very  filthy,  and  the  room  is  intolerable  ; 
the  other  by  an  insane  woman,  who  would  not  be  persuaded  to 
open  her  door.  The  inmates  have  a  large  dining-room  (or 
properly  the  kitchen,  as  all  the  cooking  is  done  here  upon  a 
range),  and  also  a  sitting-room  downstairs.  All  these  rooms  I 
found  in  satisfactory  condition.  The  drainage  is  good,  and  the 
water  supply  is  from  wells.  The  superintendent,  James  Arey, 
has  been  in  charge  five  years  ;  salary  $350.  Of  the  ten  inmates 
five  are  men  and  five  are  women  ;  one  woman  is  insane,  and  one 
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man  and  three  women  are  idiotic.  I  saw  them  all.  The  oldest 
is  a  man  of  77,  and  there  are  three  women  of  72,  7o  and  74  ;  two 
men  of  64  and  68  ;  a  man  (idiotic)  of  49  ;  another  (epileptic) 
of  27  and  two  idiotic  women  of  26  and  34. 


Brkwster  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Brewster, 
visited  July  27,  1887,  is  one  mile  from  the  village  of  Brewster, 
is  a  wooden  house  of  one  story  with  an  ell  which  has  two  stories, 
and  is  in  good  repair.  The  superintendent,  Elkanah  Rogers, 
came  May  1st,  1887  ;  salary  $260.  The  management  is  good, 
apparently,  and  one  of  the  selectmen  said  the  town  was  fortunate 
in  procuring  the  present  superintendent  and  his  wife  to  care  for 
the  poor.  There  are  no  facilities  for  bathing.  Op  the  first  floor 
are  five  bed-rooms,  a  dining-room,  used  also  as  a  sitting-room,  a 
kitchen  and  pantry  ;  and  there  are  eight  rooms  on  the  second 
floor.  The  sleeping-rooms  are  provided  with  wooden  bedsteads 
with  straw  and  feather  beds,  and  have  clean  and  comfortable 
bedding.  The  drainage  is  good  and  the  water  supply,  which  is 
from  wells  and  a  cistern.  Of  the  seven  inmates  three  are  men, 
two  are  women  and  two  boys  ;  one  man  and  one  woman  and 
one  boy  are  idiotic.  Three  of  the  inmates  were  away,  one  of 
them  painting  in  the  village,  and  two  were  in  the  pasture  picking 
berries.     The  list  is  as  follows  :  — 

C.  E.  B.,  60;  partially  paralyzed,  but  is  able  to  earn  a  little  money 
painting. 

L.  L.,  30;  a  cripple,  cannot  walk,  knits  edging  which  he  sells. 

F.  P.  M.,  30;  idiotic,  sometimes  works  for  people  away  from  the  alms- 
house. 

TV.  S.,  13;  simple-minded,  but  attends  school. 

C.  S.,  12;  (I  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Foster,  one  of  the  selectmen, 
to  this  case,  but  he  thought  the  boy  was  not  bright  enough  to  board  out; 
the  matron  calls  him  a  smart  boy) . 

Polly  M.,  53  ;  able  to  work,  simple. 

M.  M. ,  31 ;  idiotic  daughter  of  Polly. 

Chatham  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  nearest  railroad  station 
to  Chatham  is  Harwich,  ten  miles  away.  The  almshouse,  visited 
July  27,  is  in  Chatham  village,  —  a  large  building  of  wood,  two 
stories  high,  and  in  pretty  good  repair.  The  management  seems 
to  be  efficient,  and  the  inmates  are  well  clothed  and  apparently 
kindly  treated.  Food  is  ample,  and  the  inmates  are  contented. 
On  the  first  floor  are  a  kitchen,  seven  bed-rooms  and  a  clinincr- 
room  ;  this  kitchen  and  two  of  the  bed-rooms   are  for  the   super- 
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intendent's  use.  The  second  floor  lias  ten  sleeping-rooms.  No 
provision  is  made  for  bathing  or  for  a  separation  of  the  sexes. 
Iron  bedsteads  with  straw  and  feather  beds  are  furnished,  which 
I  found  clean  and  comfortable.  The  house  is  heated  by  a  fur- 
nace, and  the  water  is  from  a  cistern.  The  drainage  is  good. 
The  superintendent,  Charles  R.  x\twood,  has  been  in  charge  a 
year;  salary  $200.  Of  the  seven  inmates  three  are  men,  three 
women  and  one  a  boy.  I  saw  all  of  them  but  two,  who  were 
away.     Of  this  number  none  are  insane  or  idiotic. 


Dennis  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Dennis, 
visited  July  26,  is  two  miles  from  the  railroad  station  on  a  very 
lonely  road,  far  from  neighbors.  The  house  is  large  and  with  the 
outbuildings  presents  a  very  neat  appearance,  all  of  them  being 
painted  or  white  washed.  There  are  no  bathing  facilities.  The 
selectmen  have  a  front  room  for  town  business,  and  here  the  town 
records  are  kept,  as  well  as  all  town  accounts.  The  kitchen  is 
used  as  the  inmates'  dining-room.  There  are  eleven  sleeping- 
rooms  on  the  second  floor  with  straw  and  feather  beds.  These 
were  clean  and  in  good  order  ;  one  room  occupied  by  an  idiotic 
man  was  somewhat  faulty,  and  the  only  exception.  '  This  room 
has  a  barred  window,  and  the  occupant  is  locked  in  at  night.  The 
establishment  seems  to  be  well-managed,  and  the  inmates  kindly 
treated.  The  sewage  matter  from  the  kitchen  and  the  rest  of  the 
house  is  carried  away  in  pails  and  emptied  upon  the  land,  for 
there  is  no  drain.  This  arrangement  is  objectionable.  The 
superintendent,  Barzillai  Chase,  has  been  here  three  years  ;  salary 
$225.  Of  the  inmates  four  are  men  and  two  women  ;  one  man  is 
idiotic,  one  woman  is  insane.  I  did  not  see  them  all,  for  two  were 
away  on  a  visit.  One  of  these  was  the  insane  woman,  M.  P., 
who  is  at  times  noisy.  She  is  76,  and  there  are  two  men  of  75 
and  76,  and  another  of  57.  The  idiotic  man,  W.  B.,  23  years  old, 
is  an  epileptic,  and  needs  restraint  at  times.  He  is  then  fastened 
by  a  chain  attached  to  his  ankle  in  the  corner  of  the  dining-room, 
for  he  is  apt  to  run  away  ;  is  troublesome,  very  noisy,  etc. 

Harwich  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown)-  —  The  almshouse  of  Harwich, 
visited  Julv  27,  1887,  is  a  mile  from  the  railroad  station,  is  one 
and  one-half  stories,  of  wood,  and  has  a  good-sized  ell ;  the  whole 
is  painted  white.  Some  of  the  rooms  are  now  being  whitewashed 
and  painted.     It  is  kept  in  good  repair,  and  the  housekeeping  is 
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excellent.  The  rooms  were  in  good  order,  with  one  exception,  a 
room  occupied  by  a  woman  who  had  here  two  illegitimate  children 
and  a  daughter,  who  is  a  Lancaster  girl ;  and  this  daughter  has 
also  an  illegitimate  child.  This  room  with  so  many  occupants 
was  dirty  and  foul.  The  men  and  women  have  separate  sitting 
and  dining  rooms,  and  there  are  eleven  small  bed-rooms  on  the 
first  floor,  besides  six  on  the  second  floor,  and  a  lock-up.  Some 
of  the  floors  were  nicely  scrubbed,  especially  on  the  men's  side  ; 
these  are  taken  care  of  by  one  of  the  men.  There  is  no  bath- 
room. The  clothing  of  the  adults  was  in  fair  order  but  the 
children  were  dirty.  The  diet  for  the  superintendent  and  the 
inmates  is  the  same,  and  is  all  that  can  be  expected.  The  super- 
intendent, Mark  Allen,  came  Oct.  27,  1886  ;  salary  $250.  Of  the 
fifteen  inmates  six  are  men,  live  women  and  four  children  ;  one 
woman  is  idiotic. 

Orleans  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Orleans 
was  closed  in  1885,  and  the  town  decided  that,  considering  the 
small  number  of  paupers,  it  is  cheaper  to  have  them  boarded  out. 
At  the  present  time  the  following  persons  are  boarded  in  private 
families  :  — 

U.  L.  P.,  50 ;  boards  with  M.  H.  ;  the  town  pays  $2.00  per  week. 

M.  N.,  70;  boards  with  A.  C. ;  the  town  pays  $2.00  per  week. 

C.  S.,  32;  has  two  children. 

B.  F.,  4;  R.  F.,  2;  they  board  with  the  father  of  C.  in  South  Orleans, 
and  the  town  pays  $1.00  per  week  for  the  board  of  the  three. 

M.  WY,  42 ;  boards  in  Orleans  with  Mrs.  J.  R.,  and  the  town  pays  $2.50 
for  her  board.  She  appears  to  earn  her  living,  seems  well,  and  one 
would  not  take  her  for  a  pauper. 

The  main  facts  of  this  report  were  obtained  from  H.  T.  New- 
comb,  one  of  the  selectmen,  July  2Q,  1887. 

Provincetown  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of 
Provincetown,  in  the  midst  of  the  village,  visited  July  27,  1887, 
is  a  long  wooden  house  painted  white,  with  green  blinds,  and  is  in 
good  order.  On  the  right  as  you  enter  is  the  superintendent's 
sitting-room,  and  a  bed-room  leading  from  it.  On  the  left  is  a 
large  sitting-room  used  by  the  inmates  in  winter;  a  room  leading 
from  this  is  used  as  a  hospital.  Beyond  are  two  dining-rooms,  a 
kitchen,  a  large  pantry,  etc.  On  the  second  floor  are  twelve 
sleepiug-rooins  of  good  size,  six  of  them  for  men  and  six  for 
women,  though  there  is  no  special  separation  of  the  sexes.     All 
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the  rooms  are  large  and  comfortable.  There  is  no  bath-room. 
The  inmates  speak  very  well  of  their  treatment,  which  seems  to 
be  humane.  The  diet  was  a  varied  one  to-day,  meat,  fish,  and 
beans  for  dinner.  The  drainage  is  good,  and  the  water  supply 
from  wells.  The  superintendent  is  Mrs.  Betsey  Cobb,  who  has 
been  here  five  years  ;  salary  $2G0  ;  her  husband  lives  here,  but 
receives  no  compensation.  The  matron  is  now  away  on  a  vacation 
of  three  weeks.  Of  the  nine  inmates  five  are  women,  one  a 
man  and  three  are  children  ;  one  man,  one  woman  and  one  boy 
are  idiotic. 

Sandwich  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Sandwich, 
visited  July  19,  1887,  is  about  a  mile  eastward  from  the  railroad 
station.  The  house  is  very  old  and  shingled  on  all  sides,  poorh7 
contrived  and  needs  repairing.  There  is  a  large  kitchen,  used  as 
a  dining-room  by  the  inmates,  a  back  room  where  the  washing  is 
done,  one  sitting-room  for  the  inmates,  and  three  rooms  used  by 
the  superintendent's  family.  There  are  seven  sleeping-rooms  on 
the  first  floor,  five  of  them  barred  with  wood  at  the  doors,  cage- 
like, and  at  the  windows  are  wire  screens.  One  of  these  has  no 
furniture,  for  the  woman  occupying  it  is  so  destructive  that  she 
breaks  everything  she  can  reach.  The  other  rooms  have  iron 
bedsteads  with  clean  bed-clothing  and  beds.  On  the  second  floor 
are  seven  sleeping-rooms  on  the  women's  side  of  the  hall-way, 
which  is  very  narrow,  with  four  rooms  on  the  other  side,  used  by 
the  men.  There  is  also  a  room  over  the  shed  occupied  by  an 
idiotic  man,  and  one  dark  bed-room  which  gets  its  light  and 
ventilation  from  the  adjoining  room  ;  of  course  the  ventilation  is 
deficient.  On  the  first  floor  it  would  seem  impossible  for  the 
inmates  to  be  comfortable  in  winter;  in  fact  the  building  appears 
wholly  unfit  for  occupancy.  The  drainage  and  water  supply  arc 
satisfactory.  The  personal  appearance  of  the  inmates,  partly 
owing  to  their  filthy  habits,  was  repulsive.  Most  of  them  were 
barefoot.  I  saw  them  at  dinner  which  consisted  of  boiled  meat 
and  potatoes,  bread  and  butter,  a  bowl  of  tea  witli  milk  and  sugar. 
One  woman  eats  in  her  cell,  two  eat  in  one  entry  way,  and  two 
eat  in  another  entry  way.  In  the  rear  of  the  house  is  a  large 
yard  where  the  insane  can  daily  exercise.  There  is  no  bath-room. 
The  house  was  generally  clean.  The  superintendent,  Elijah 
Hancock,  has  been  in  charge  sixteen  years  ;  salary  $300.  Of  the 
seventeen  inmates  six  are  men   and  eleven  women,  and  of  this 
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number,  one   man   and    ten   women   are    insane,  and    three   men 
simple-minded  ;  one  man  is  also  idiotic  ;   I  saw  them  all. 

J.  M. ,  69  ;  blind  and  idiotic. 

H.  D.,  70;  simple,  does  light  work. 

G.  H.  W.,  34;  simple,  the  town  of  Bonrne  pays  his  board. 

J.  A.,  Go-  simple,  epileptic,  can  do  some  light  work. 

C.  W.  H.,  49 ;  insane,  has  to  be  coniined,  at  times  very  troublesome. 

J.  O'C,  67;  feeble. 

A.  M.,  47;  insane,  no  trouble,  does  most  of  the  cooking  for  the 
inmates. 

S.  N.,  52;  the  town  of  Bourne  pays  for  her  board ;  she  is  insane,  and 
is  locked  up  most  of  the  time. 

S.  G.,  73;  Bourne  pays  for  her  board;  insane. 

S.  B.,  62 ;  insane,  able  to  work,  Bourne  pays  her  board. 

E.  N.,  32  ;  insane;  is  filthy,  Bourne  pays  her  board. 

M.  J.  J.,  37;  colored,  insane,  not  troublesome,  cannot  work. 

S.  C.,  65  ;  insane,  able  to  work. 

S.  G.  B.,  38 ;  insane,  works  some,  will  not  eat  unless  compelled  to. 

M.  D.  K.,  49;  insane,  has  to  be  locked  up  most  of  the  time,  is  very 
troublesome. 

These  insane  persons,  the  superintendent  informs  me,  have  been 
in  Taunton  hospital ;  the  town  authorities  think  it  advisable  to 
keep  them  at  the  town  almshouse,  and  the  town  of  Bourne,  once 
a  part  of  Sandwich,  coincides  in  this  view. 


Wellfleet  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Well- 
fleet,  visited  July  28,  is  about  a  mile  from  the  railroad  station. 
It  is  built  of  wood,  is  one  story  in  height  and  is  in  good  repair. 
I  found  it  thoroughly  clean  and  in  good  order.  The  house  is  to 
be  closed  August  1,  1887,  as  there  are  very  few  paupers,  at  the 
present  time  only  one  woman,  and  the  town  thinks  it  entirely 
unnecessary  to  keep  up  this  establishment  for  one  person.  This 
one  is  to  board  with  Alden  K.  Rich,  of  Wellfleet  village.  The 
superintendent,  J.  H.  Harding,  has  been  in  charge  two  37ears, 
and  his  salary  has  been  $4  or  $6  per  week,  according  to  the 
number  of  inmates. 

Yarmouth  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse,  visited 
July  20.  is  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  railroad  station.  The 
house  is  built  of  wood,  and  is  two  stories  in  height  with  an  ell. 
The  entire  house  is  shingled  on  all  sides.  It  is  painted  white. 
The  superintendent,  Stephen  Sherman,  has  been  in  charge  four- 
teen   years  ;    salary  $500.     The   selectmen   have   a   room  on    the 


56  LUNACY  AND  CHARITY.  [Jan. 

ALMSHOUSE    VISITATION BERKSHIRE    COUNTY. 

second  floor,  where  the  business  of  the  town  is  transacted,  also  a 
small  adjoining  room  to  hold  the  town  books.  The  house  is 
inconvenient  and  unsuitable  in  many  respects,  yet  the  rooms  are 
neat;  many  of  the  sleeping-rooms  are  carpeted,  and  are  made 
very  pleasant  by  little  adornments.  During  the  hot  weather  a 
kitchen  is  used  at  the  farther  end  of  the  ell,  and  a  room  leading 
from  this  is  the  dining-room  for  summer.  There  is  no  bath- 
room, but  a  common  wash-tub  is  used  for  the  paupers.  There  is 
no  common  outlet  for  sink  drainage,  but  the  sink  water  from  the 
washing  of  hands  and  all  culinary  purposes  is  caught  in  a  pail 
beneath  the  sink  which,  as  often  as  full,  is  carried  out  and  emptied 
upon  the  land  at  some  distance  from  the  house.  There  are 
twenty  rooms  in  the  house.  The  bedsteads  are  of  wood,  supplied 
with  straw  and  feather  beds,  and  clean  and  comfortable.  An 
inmate  who  is  blind  has  a  simple-minded  wife,  also  a  son  who  is 
sick.  Their  rooms  were  decorated  with  cards  and  pictures  to  suit 
their  fancy.  Of  the  eleven  inmates  six  are  men,  four  are 
women  and  one  a  boy  ;  of  this  number  two  men  are  idiotic,  one 
man  feeble-minded  and  two  women  simple-minded. 

S.  T.,  68;  blind,  cannot  work. 
S.  T.,  31;  sick,  cannot  work. 
I.  H.,  81;  feeble,  cannot  work. 
N.  B.,  73;  paralytic,  cannot  work. 

A.  R.,  17;  idiotic,  cannot  work. 

B.  B.,  62;  idiotic,  cannot  work. 

F.  B.  G.,  10;  lias  fits,  and  is  tied  in  the  barn,  and  they  charge  the  boy 
with  killing  chickens,  and  doing  all  sorts  of  mischief. 
S.  B.,  4]  ;  has  a  useless  hand. 
S.  T.,  60;  simple,  wife  of  S.  T. 
A.  G.,  62;  simple-minded. 
O.  K. ,  46 ;  can  do  light  work. 

Town  Almshouses,  etc.,  in  Berkshire  County. 
Adams  (H.  C.  Prentiss). — The  almshouse  of  Adams  was  visited 
July  21,  1887,  and  the  superintendent,  M.  J.  Wheelock,  and  his  wife 
the  matron  were  both  at  home.  The  condition  of  the  place  is 
good,  and  not  essentially  different  from  what  it  was  found  by  the 
Inspector  a  year  ago.  The  situation  is  pleasant ;  the  farm  lies 
entirely  on  the  Hoosac  mountain  slope,  and  seems  to  be  of  very 
good  quality.  Both  house  and  farm  are  efficiently  managed.  It 
was  stormy  weather,  and  all  the  inmates  but  one  were  found  in 
the  shelter  of  the  two  buildings  where  they  room  ;  the  women  in 
the  main  house,  the  men  in  the  detached  building;.     None  of  the 
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men  had  anything  to  do,  but  two  or  three  of  the  women  were 
helping  about  the  house,  and  one  was  ironing.  The  rooms  were 
reasonably  clean  and  orderly  ;  the  inmates  as  a  rule  take  care  of 
their  own,  with  the  usual  result  that  those  of  the  men  were  in 
poorer  condition  than  the  others.  There  are  thirteen  paupers 
here,  —  five  men,  four  women,  three  boys  and  one  girl.  None 
of  these  are  insane,  only  two  or  three  are  able-bodied.  The  list 
is  as  follows  :  — 

A.  M.,  78  ;  feeble.     (His  wife  Betsey  died  here  last  winter.) 
H.  R.,  76;  palsied,  as  a  consequence  of  intemperance. 

M.  H.,  61 ;  a  good  worker. 

M.  L.,  56;  who  has  lost  both  his  arms  and  his  sight,  and  is  otherwise 
disfigured  by  an  explosion  in  a  quarry,  but  is  corpulent  and  contented, 
though  helpless. 

Z.  C. ,  84  ;  said  to  have  been  a  preacher  of  "  Millerism." 

E.  J.,  81;  (she  has  been  called  S.)  whose  husband,  F.,  left  within  the 
past  year. 

B.  R.,  57 ;   (who  insists  that  her  name  is  A.). 

E.  M.,  36;  a  deserted  wife,  who  has  here  two  children, — W.,  7;  and 
Jessie,  4. 

J.  M.,  11. 

F.  E.,  6. 

All  of  whom  were  here  a  year  ago,  and  M.  F.,  — ;  a  middle-aged 
woman  who  came  recently. 

The  children  seem  very  well  cared  for,  attending  school  when  it 
keeps,  but  the  new  law  has  moved  the  Overseers  to  find  places  for 
them  in  families.  Mrs.  M.,  who  seems  poorly,  much  dislikes  this 
prospect  of  separation  from  her  children.  It  may  possible  stimu- 
late her  to  self-support  outside  The  sanitary  arrangements  of 
the  almshouse  are  suitable  ;  drainage  is  almost  necessarily  good, 
the  waste  water  passing  underground  on  each  side  of  the  house, 
and  being  discharged  upon  the  sloping  fields  below  the  highway. 
There  is  now  an  abundance  of  good  spring  water  flowing  to  the 
house  from  its  sources  up  the  hillside.  Separate  privies  are  pro- 
vided for  the  men  and  women,  and  are  suitably  cared  for.  The 
place  is  quite  healthy.  The  establishment  as  a  whole  is  satisfac- 
tory, quite  equal  to  most  of  the  country  almshouses. 

Great  Barrington  (H.  C.  Prentiss). — J.  B.  Chadwick,  one 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  was  seen  July  20  at  his  house  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  village,  and  the  condition  and  management  of  the 
town's  poor  were  discussed.  The  poor  are  now  kept,  by  contract 
with  Orin  Monson,  who  lives  in  a  retired  spot  in   tin?  western  part 
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of  Monterey,  and  several  miles  away  from  Great  Barrington  vil- 
lage, —  a  distance  much  increased  by  the  circuitous  approach.  As 
there  were  no  insane  among  them  I  did  not  deem  it  wise  to  take 
the  time  necessary  to  reach  them.  The  board  of  Overseers  is 
distinct  from  the  board  of  selectmen,  but  the  latter  made  the  con- 
tract for  the  full  support  cases  at  $1,050,  while  the  relief  cases 
were  left  in  the  Overseers'  hands.  Considering  that  the  average 
number  fully  supported  outside  of  the  hospitals  is  less  than  five, 
the  weekly  rate  under  the  contract  is  above  $4.  So  far  as  I  could 
learn  the  poor  at  Mr.  Monson's  are  well  enough  cared  for.  They 
number  five  :  — 

E.  M.,  34.  B.  O'B.,  — . 

C.  D.,  67.  T.  M.,  77. 

C.  H.,  11. 

The  hospital  list  of  Great  Barrington  is  large,  seven  in  number? 
all  at  Northampton  Hospital,  viz.  :  — 

X.  C,  44. 

C.  H.,  27. 
M.  D.,  43. 
M.  B.,  30. 

The  Overseers  are  understood  to  favor  the  establishment  of  an 
almshouse.  Such  a  step  would  be  likely  to  make  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  poor  at  least  no  greater  than  now,  and  insure 
more  direct  supervision  of  their  management  and  treatment. 

Lee  (H.  C.  Prentiss).  —I  visited  the  Lee  almshouse  about 
8  a.  m.,  July  19.  The  superintendent,  H.  J.  Perry,  was  absent 
at  his  usual  work  on  the  highways,  with  one  of  the  male  paupers. 
There  is  but  little  land  attached  to  the  almshouse,  and  therefore 
little  out-door  work  is  required.  Mr.  Perry,  who  came  in  1886, 
receives  $450  a  year.  Besides  working  on  the  roads  he  cultivates 
some  rented  land  to  secure  farm  supplies  for  the  almshouse. 
His  wife,  with  the  aid  of  a  domestic  whose  wages  thev  pay,  does 
most  of  the  in-door  work,  which  seems  fairly  well  done.  The 
house  is  old  and  inconvenient,  —  a  farm-house  of  a  story  and 
a  half,  looking  westward,  with  an  ell  in  the  rear,  two  stories  high 
above  a  basement  story.  Room  is  found  in  the  main  house  for 
the  women  paupers  ;  the  men  lodge  in  the  ell,  where  two  men 
sleep  in  a  chamber  of  the  second  story  fitted  with  two  beds,  and 
six  men  lodge  in  the  large  basement  room  where  there  are  four 
beds.     The  upper  rooms  are  comfortable  enough  ;  the  basement 
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can  hardly  be  a  suitable  place  for  old  men,  rheumatic  and  other- 
wise infirm.  The  floor  of  this  room  is  but  a  few  inches  above 
the  cellar  bottom,  which  was  stated  to  be  very  damp  at  times 
from  the  overflowing  of  surface  water  The  inmates  complained 
of  dampness,  yet  the  floor  seemed  quite  dry,  and  the  door  and 
two  windows  open  upon  the  sunny  side  of  the  house.  Before  this- 
door  the  old  men  lounge  away  the  time.  Arrangements  are  bejng* 
made  for  raising  the  roof  of  the  main  house,  by  which  alteration 
six  new  rooms  will  be  secured.  These  are  to  be  for  women  only. 
Possibly  better  sleeping  room  will  be  made  for  the  men  also,  so 
that  the  basement  may  become  a  day-room  only.  The  town  has- 
appropriated  $1,000  for  this.  The  drainage  and  water-closets  are 
not  objectionable.  Drinking  water  is  obtained  from  a  well,  suit- 
ably located,  and  a  large  underground  cistern  supplied  with  rain 
water  from  the  roofs  serves  for  other  uses.  There  were  ten 
inmates  on  the  almshouse  list,  eight  men  and  two  women  ;  among 
them  one  insane  woman  and  three  idiotic  men,  as  follows  :  — 

J.  ¥.,  G5 ;  idiotic,  but  capable  of  some  work  at  the  barn,  where  lie  was 
seen. 

C.  K.,  40;  idiotic  and  irritable,  the  result  of  an  old  injury,  well  able  to 
work  under  supervision,  and  to-day  off  with  the  superintendent. 

W.  B.,  80;  idiotic  and  sometimes  destructive,  tearing  and  breaking 
articles,  and  filthy  in  his  habits. 

K.  C,  44;  a  woman  mildly  insane,  and  industrious,  but  never  at  a  hos- 
pital, so  far  as  known. 

The  sane  inmates  are  :  — 

J.  S.,  82;  a  rheumatic  old  man  rather  disposed  to  grumble,  and  unable 
to  do  much  else. 

T.  M.,  74 ;  too  feeble  to  wait  on  himself. 

J.  K.,  74;  pretty  well,  and  able  to  do  chores. 

W.  R.,  82 ;  an  intemperate  man,  now  weakened  in  mind  by  age  and  bad 
habits. 

C.  B.,  G9 ;  a  bachelor,  wdio  owns  a  small  farm  some  miles  away,  which 
he  goes  to  till,  taking  provisions  from  the  almshouse  and  staying  away  for 
days. 

M.  C,  86;  well,  and  industrious  at  knitting  and  sewing;  aunt  of  J.  F.r 
before  mentioned. 

Excepting  C.  B.,  all  these  paupers  have  been  inmates  for  years  ; 
all  but  B.  and  K.  were  seen  to-day. 

The  cost  of  support  at  the  almshouse  is  quite  high,  —  as  might 
be  expected  from  the  smallness  of  the  farm,  and  the  general  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  inmates,  —  reaching  $3.80  per  week  for  the  past  year. 
In  this  state  of   things  there  can  be  no  inducement  to  remove 
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insane  paupers  to  the  almshouse  from  the  hospital,  even  if  there 
were  suitable  room  and  good  cases 

Monterey  (H.  C.  Prentiss).  —  The  poor  of  this  town,  visited 
July  10,  are  kept  in  private  houses,  usually  only  one  or  two 
together ;  but  several  pauper  children  are  boarded  with  a  Mrs. 
Hustecl.  in  the  central  village,  not  far  from  the  residence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Overseers.  This  woman  is  a  middle-aged  widow 
with  two  daughters  of  fifteen  and  ten  years,  who  aid  her  in  the 
care  of  the  children.  These,  five  in  number,  were  found  at  the 
dinner-table,  which  bore  an  abundance  of  wholesome  food,  and 
they  seemed  hearty  and  contented.     The  paupers  are  :  — 

A.  M.,  47 ;  the  mother  of  C.  M.,  is  now  supported  at  her  home. 

W.  H.  M.,  71;  and  his  wife  E.,  Gl ;  are  mainly  supported  by  the  town, 
on  their  own  farm,  part  of  which  is  worked  with  the  help  of  neighbors,  the 
town  furnishing  supplies  to  the  amount  of  $ 3.00  a  week.  Mr.  M.  has  been 
insane  for  many  years  and  was  an  inmate  of  the  hospital  at  Northampton, 
from  which  he  came  in  August,  1885.  He  has  periodical  excitements,  and 
at  such  times  the  Overseers  send  a  man  to  take  care  of  him  a  few  clays  until 
he  becomes  quiet  again.  He  is  readily  controlled  by  any  one  he  fears.  He 
does  no  work  when  at  his  best.     His  wife  keeps  house. 

The  town  has  one  other  pauper,  M.  P.,  51;  supported  many  years,  and 
now  boarded  at  $  1.75  a  week  with  a  Mr.  Heath  in  Tyringham,  who  formerly 
had  charge  of  the  Tyringham  poor.  She  is  idiotic,  cannot  talk,  uttering 
unintelligible  sounds,  but  capable  of  work. 

0.  M.,  7  ;  (whose  parents  have  been  town  charges  within  the  past  year, 
though  the  father  now  shifts  for  himself,  and  whose  sister  was  until 
lately  with  Mrs.  Hustecl,  but  is  now  at  work  in  a  family;)  and  four  chil- 
dren of  an  intemperate  man,  now  in  Otis,  viz.  : 

J.,  11;  A.,  9;  W.,  7;  and  J.,  5.  They  all  seem  foncl  of  Mrs.  Husted, 
who  has  much  regard  for  them  and  gives  them  excellent  care.  In  term 
time  they  attend  the  public  school.  The  town  allows  her  $1.50  a  week  for 
each  child.     The  two  families  are  related. 


Pittsfield  (H.  C.  Prkntiss). — Pittsfield  Almshouse,  visited 
Feb.  9,  1887,  stands  about  three  miles  west  of  the  village,  on 
hioh  ground  ;  a  wooden  building  of  two  stories,  mostly  old  but  in 
good  repair.  To  the  original  house  an  addition  was  made  some 
years  ago  to  provide  for  the  insane  town  paupers,  and  since  that 
time  most  of  that  class  have  been  supported  there,  only  two  or 
three  remaining  at  the  Northampton  Hospital.  This  section  of 
the  house  is  much  better  than  the  rest  as  to  construction ; 
the  rooms  in  both  stories  are  of  good  size,  on  each  side  of 
a    corridor,    and    are    provided    with    bedsteads,    part    iron    and 
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part  wood,  and  bedding  sufficient  though  not  uniform  in  quality. 
This  want  of  uniformity  makes  the  general  appearance  of  the 
wards  less  inviting,  and  they  are  not  so  neat  as  in  many  alms- 
houses. The  insane  department  is  in  charge  of  a  young  man, 
who  gives  the  inmates  good  care  and  treats  them  kindly,  but  is 
less  efficient  in  respect  to  cleanliness  than  a  woman  would  be. 
A  great  part  of  the  work  must  be  left  to  the  inmates  themselves  ; 
and  this  is  true  of  the  whole  almshouse,  where  there  are  too  few 
hired  persons.  The  ell  of  the  house,  to  the  north,  though  used 
in  summer,  cannot  be  heated,  and  so  its  inmates  are  crowded  into 
the  main  building  in  winter,  which  is  detrimental  to  good  order 
and  comfort.  The  inmates'  dining-room  is  too  small  to  admit  all 
at  once  ;'  so  the  sane  inmates  eat  first,  and  the  insane  after  them  ; 
nearly  all  come  out  to  their  meals,  of  which  two  only  are  pro- 
vided in  winter.  The  sane  inmates  were  seen  at  dinner,  soup 
being  the  staple.  No  diet  has  been  prescribed,  but  a  pretty 
uniform  succession  of  food  is  followed,  and  the  inmates  are 
properly  nourished.  The  house  was  well  warmed,  and  the  long 
southerly  exposure  made  it  light  and  cheerful.  The  water  supply 
is  abundant,  and  the  drainage  satisfactory.  There  is  but  one 
bath-room  for  the  inmates,  and  its  location  is  objectionable ; 
being  in  the  ward  for  insane  women  it  cannot  serve  well  for  gen- 
eral use. 

There  are  thirty-five  paupers  at  the  almshouse,  fourteen  men, 
sixteen  women,  two  boys  and  two  girls  ;  and  among  them  are  six 
men  and  eight  women  insane.  The  women  occupy  the  lower 
ward  of  the  insane  department,  the  men  the  upper  ;  except  that 
one  woman  rooms  on  the  men's  ward,  as  more  remote  from  noise 
which  excites  her,  and  one  insane  man  rooms  among  the  sane. 
Four  or  five  of  the  insane  men  have  the  range  of  the  premises 
during  the  day  and  are  shut  in  their  ward  at  night.  One  man  is 
in  constant  confinement  to  his  room,  being  much  excited,  and 
unclean  in  his  habits.  The  insane  women,  as  a  rule,  are  more 
troublesome  than  the  men.  With  one  exception  they  are  con- 
fined to  their  ward  pretty  constantly,  and  four  of  them  to  their 
rooms.  For  the  care  of  these  insane  women  there  should  be  a 
female  attendant  provided.  Of  four  children  at  the  almshouse 
(all  of  them  colored),  one  is  a  stunted  girl  whose  mother  is  an 
inmate,  the  other  three  are  bright  children,  parti}7  supported  by 
their  intemperate  father,  and  abandoned  by  their  mother. 

R.  G.  Hermance,  the  superintendent,  has  been   here   for  years; 
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salary  $700.     There  is  so  little  paid  assistance  that  the  matron's 
duties  are  very  hard. 

Sandisfield  (H.  C.  Prentiss). — The  poor  of  this  town  could 
not  readily  be  visited,  but  some  information  about  them  was 
obtained  from  the  Overseers  July  19.  Of  the  six  paupers,  three 
men  and  three  women,  now  supported,  three,  viz  :  — 

M.  G,  87;  M.  0,  79;  H.  H.  W.,  24;  are  boarded  with  Mrs.  Thomas 
Dodd,  not  far  from  the  village  of  Montville ;  the  first  two  at  $1G0  a  year, 
the  last  at  $2.50  a  week.  The  man  is  epileptic  and  helpless,  and  has  been 
supported  only  the  past  six  months.  The  Overseers  express  complete  satis- 
faction with  the  care  they  receive. 

L.  P.,  an  idiot,  lives  with  his  brother,  as  he  has  for  many  years,  and  the 
town  pays  $1.50  a  week. 

The  same  amount  is  paid  for  P.  L.  S.,  72,  among  her  friends.  It  is  the 
usual  practice  to  provide  for  the  poor,  when  possible,  at  their  homes.  The 
town  has  one  insane  person  at  Northampton  Hospital,  G.  O.  S.,  a  patient 
there  since  1875,  who  might  be  supported  in  Sandisfield  if  the  town  had  an 
almshouse,  but  the  Overseers  do  not  think  him  suitable  for  a  private  family. 
Another  insane  person  recently  sent  to  the  hospital  will  be  a  town  charge, 
probably. 

Sheffield  (H.  C.  Prentiss). — Though  Sheffield  has  no  alms- 
house, all  the  town's  poor  requiring  full  support,  except  the 
hospital  cases,  are  kept  by  one  man  the  present  year,  as  in  some 
former  years.  1) wight  Andrews  has  charge  of  them  now,  as  he 
did  prior  to  1884,  and  he  has  generally  had  one  or  two  of  them 
each  year.  The  town  contracts  with  him  this  year  to  support 
for  SI  ,500  all  the  cases  the  Overseers  see  fit  to  send  him.  Mr. 
Andrews'  place  is  a  farm  four  miles  south  of  the  village,  under 
the  shadow  of  Taghconic  Mountain,  and  contains  a  two-story 
brick  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Andrews,  and  a  little  in  the  rear  of 
it  a  two-story  house  of  wood,  plainly  furnished  and  finished,  but 
comfortable,  where  the  poor  are  kept.  Mr.  Andrews  built  it  for 
this  purpose  years  ago.       It  was  visited  July  20. 

Bristol  County. 
Acusiinet  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  old  almshouse  of 
Acushnet,  visited  August  5,  1887,  is  about  four  miles  from 
Bralcy's  station,  and  six  miles  from  Acushnet  village.  On  the 
first  floor  are  a  kitchen,  dining-room,  sitting-room,  two  bed-rooms 
and  a  pantry  ;  also  a  room  called  a  cook-room.  On  the  second 
floor  are  five  bed-rooms  and  one  sitting-room  used  by  the  inmates. 
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There  is  no  bath-room.  The  house  is  poorly  furnished  through- 
out. The  bedsteads  are  of  wood,  very  old,  and  should  give  place 
to  new  ones.  The  beds,  of  straw  and  feathers,  are  fairly  clean 
and  comfortable.  The  housekeeping  is  inefficient.  The  water 
supply  is  from  wells  and  is  not  of  the  best  quality  ;  drainage  is 
satisfactory.  The  superintendent,  Asa  M.  Besse,  has  been  here 
four  years  ;  salary  $1^0  ;  he  furnishes  his  own  horse  and  pays  for 
the  keeping.  Of  seven  inmates  four  are  men.  two  women  and  one 
a  boy  ;  one  man  is  insane  and  one  man  is  simple-minded. 


Attleborougii  (Mrs.  8.  M.  Brown).  —  This  almshouse,  visited 
April  18,  1887,  stands  back  an  eighth  of  a  mile  from  the  high- 
way, and  is  three  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Attleborough 
station,  on  the  Providence  road ;  it  consists  of  two  wooden 
bouses  joined  together  by  a  third  smaller  structure  which  serves 
as  a  kitchen.  One  of  these  houses  is  for  the  inmates,  the  other 
for  the  superintendent  and  family,  and  the  kitchen  accommodates 
both.  There  are  five  small  bed-rooms  on  the  first  floor,  and  a 
dining-room,  also  used  as  a  sitting-room  by  the  inmates.  On  the 
second  floor  are  eight  small  rooms.  The  bedsteads  are  of  wood, 
with  straw  and  feather  beds,  in  excellent  condition.  I  found  the 
house  throughout  in  very  good  order,  and  the  inmates  well 
clothed.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  believe  that  the  town  requires 
a  new  almshouse,  and  they  had  an  article  put  in  the  town  war- 
rant to  that  effect,  but  it  was  not  carried.  The  water  supply  and 
drainage  are  satisfactory.  The  superintendent,  Frederic  II. 
CoUingwofid,  has  been  in  charge  one  year;  salary  $350.  Of  the 
seven  inmates  three  are  men,  two  women  and  two  children.  I 
saw  all  but  one  of  the  boys,  who  was  at  school.  Three  men 
seemed  to  be  insane  or  imbecile,  and  one  boy  is  feeble-minded. 

Dartmouth  (Mrs.  8.  M.  Brown).— The  almshouse  of  Dart- 
mouth, visited  July  15,  1887,  is  three  miles  from  New  Bedford, 
built  of  wood  four  years  ago,  two  stories  in  height.  There  is  a 
separation  of  sexes,  —  the  women  occupying  one  side  of  the 
building,  and  the  men  the  other,  each  with  a  dining-room  and 
sitting-room.  On  the  first  floor  there  are  also  rooms  used  by 
the  superintendent,  two  bed-rooms,  besides  a  sink-room  and 
pantry,  and  a  wash-room  for  the  inmates.  On  the  second  floor 
is  a  dormitory  (on  each  side)  of  four  beds,  a  hospital-room,  and 
one  bed-room.     In  the  attic  are  two  rooms  or  cells,  and  one   of 
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these  at  night  is  occupied  by  a  colored  man  who  has  the  habit  of 
running  away,  and  because  of  his  filthy  habits  it  is  thought  best 
to  keep  him  here.  His  room  is  of  good  size  and  was  clean,  as 
were  also  the  bed  and  bed  clothing.  The  inmates  seemed  well 
cared  for,  had  a  plentiful  supply  of  food  and  in  regard  to  their 
clothing  were  tidy.  The  whole  house  was  respectable  and  neat, 
and  seems  to  be  well  managed.  The  water  supply  and  the  drain- 
age are  satisfactory.  The  superintendent,  Charles  H.  King,  has 
been  here  two  years  ;  salary  $400.  Of  the  twelve  inmates  six 
are  men,  four  women  and  two  children  ;  one  man  is  idiotic. 

Dighton  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Dightonr 
visited  July  12,  1887,  is  six  miles  from  the  railroad  station  and 
is  in  a  pasture  one-half  mile  from  the  main  road,  a  lonely,  deso- 
late place.  The  house  is  of  wood,  one  and  one- half  stories  in 
height,  and  contains  fifteen  rooms  in  poor  repair.  The  walls  of 
the  sleeping-rooms  are  full  of  holes  and  the  chamber  furniture  is 
old  and  rickety.  The  superintendent  came  April  1,  salary  $250; 
A.  A.  Horton.  The  rooms  have  a  disagreeable  odor  from  poor 
ventilation.  The  housekeeping  is  prett}7  good  ;  though  the  house 
has  been  infested  with  vermin,  the  matron  says  there  are  none 
now.  In  the  yard  is  a  one-story  building  where  an  old  colored 
man  lives  ;  he  is  so  filthy  that  the  Overseers  think  it  not  best  to 
have  him  in  the  main  building ;  his  room  was  very  dirty  and 
appeared  to  have  no  care  whatever.  The  water  supply  is  from 
wells.  The  drainage  is  good.  The  inmates  there  are  three  men 
and  one  woman,  four  in  all. 

H.  W.,  100  or  more;  occupies  the  small  building. 
L.  C,  77;  cannot  work. 

H.  V.,  77  ;  cannot  work,  was  away  on  a  visit. 
B.  B.,  G7;  paralytic. 

Easton  (Mrs.  8.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Easton, 
visited  April  12,  1887,  is  a  little  west  from  the  railroad  station; 
it  is  of  wood,  two  stories  high,  with  an  ell.  In  the  basement  is  a 
sitting-room  used  by  the  men,  and  also  for  laundry  purposes.  On 
the  first  floor  are  seven  sleeping-rooms,  poorly  furnished  with 
wooden  bedsteads  and  ragged  bedclothes,  while  the  rooms  showed, 
by  the  accumulation  of  dirt,  that  the  broom  had  not  been  used  for 
some  time.  The  inmates'  dining-room  had  two  pine  tables  rudely 
constructed,  and  instead  of  chairs  there  were  stools.  There  are 
sleeping-rooms  on   the  second  floor,  and  also  a  room  where  the 
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Overseers  hold  their  meetings.  The  house  was  found  in  bad  order 
throughout,  and  the  inmates  were  quite  noisy.  It  is  heated  by  a 
furnace  ;  the  water  supply  and  drainage  are  satisfactory.  The 
superintendent,  Nathaniel  Fuller,  has  had  charge  for  two  years  ; 
salary  $450  ;  he  was  formerly  at  the  Brockton  Almshouse.  Of 
the  eleven  inmates  five  are  men,  four  women  and  six  children. 
One  man  and  one  woman  are  insane,  and  two  men  are  idiotic. 


Fairhaven  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Fair- 
haven  is  about  two  miles  from  New  Bedford  ;  it  is  of  wood,  old 
and  in  need  of  repairs.  The  cellar  has  a  room  where  the  washing 
of  clothes  is  performed  ;  it  was  in  bad  condition  On  the  first 
floor  are  four  rooms  occupied  by  the  superintendent,  also  a  kitchen, 
a  dining-room  and  four  sleeping-rooms.  On  the  second  floor  are 
twelve  sleeping-rooms  ;  the  attic  has  no  finished  rooms,  but  is  used 
mainly  for  storage.  The  bedsteads  are  of  iron,  with  straw  and 
feather  beds,  and  some  of  these  beds  were  very  dirty,  two  of  them 
especially  bad  ;  the  occupants  use  snuff  and  smoke  tobacco  ;  and 
one  occupied  by  an  idiotic  woman  was  exceedingly  filthy.  One 
room  occupied  by  a  colored  woman  was  in  order.  Of  the  kitchen 
and  other  rooms  nothing  can  be  said  in  praise.  The  habits  of 
these  inmates  make  it  very  difficult  to  keep  the  rooms  in  good 
order,  and  the  inmates  seem  satisfied  with  their  surroundings. 
The  water  supply  is  from  wells  and  from  a  cistern.  The  drainage 
is  now  taken  some  distance  from  the  house,  and  has,  since  the  last 
visit,  been  improved.  The  superintendent,  Ira  Packard,  has  been 
in  charge  one  year ;  salary  $400  ;  formerly  he  had  charge  of 
Hopkinton  Almshouse.  Of  the  eight  inmates  four  are  men  and 
four  women  ;  one  man  and  one  woman  are  idiotic.  Two  of  the 
men  were  at  work  on  the  farm,  the  others  I  saw. 

Fall  River  (July  7th  visited  by  the  Inspector,  July  11th  and 
Oct.  19th  by  Mrs.  Brown).  —  Like  most  of  the  city  almshouses 
this  establishment  was  several  times  inspected  during  the  year,  — 
first  by  the  Inspector,  early  in  July,  after  the  Fall  River  Over- 
seers had  been  notified  by  the  State  Board  that  they  must  provide 
boarding  places  for  the  children,  but  before  anything  had  been 
done  in  the  matter;  again  by  Mrs.  Brown,  four  days  later,  when 
she  was  informed  by  the  Overseers  and  the  superintendent  that  it 
would  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  place  the  children  out ; 
and  finally  by  Mrs.  Brown,  late   in  October,   when  the  impossi- 
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bility  had  been  overcome.  At  the  Inspector's  visit  the  two 
buildings  which  constitute  this  single  establishment  contained 
155  persons,  —  114  in  the  almshouse  and  forty-one  in  the  hospital. 
This  was  about  the  same  number  as  in  March,  when  J.  B. 
Kershaw,  the  present  superintendent,  salary  $600,  came  to  take 
charge.  Of  these  inmates  thirty  were  children,  and  twenty-seven 
of  these  were  pauper  children,  only  three  sentenced  truants  being 
then  present.  Of  these  twenty-seven  pauper  children  twelve  had 
mothers  in  the  almshouse.  At  Mrs.  Brown's  visit,  four  days 
later,  the  whole  number  in  the  almshouse  being  105,  there  were 
thirty-two  children,  of  whom  four  were  truants.  Mrs.  Brown's 
two  reports  are  as  follows  :  — 

July  11,  1887.  — The  Fall  River  Almshouse  stands  at  the  end  of  a  lane, 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Bowenville  station  on  the  Old  Colony  road, 
built  of  stone,  two  stories  high,  with  a  basement.  The  superintendent  and 
his  family  occupy  the  centre,  while  the  men  are  at  the  right  and  the  women 
at  the  left  as  you  enter.  The  basement  contains  kitchen,  laundry,  milk- 
rooms,  pantry,  a  sitting-room  for  boys,  and  one  for  men,  and  lodging- 
rooms  for  the  old  women.  Practically  there  is  not  an  entire  separation  of 
the  sexes.  This  basement  was  in  bad  order,  but  as  my  visit  was  made  when 
the  inmates  were  at  breakfast,  some  allowance  may  be  made  for  this  early 
hour.  Of  course  the  beds  were  unmade,  but  upon  examination  I  found  the 
bed-clothing  in  fair  condition.  For  breakfast  the  inmates  had  hashed  meat, 
bread,  and  each  a  bowl  of  tea.  One  objectionable  feature  of  this  establish- 
ment is  the  intermingling  of  the  sane  and  the  insane.  The  evils  are  apparent ; 
the  insane  often  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  sane  inmates,  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  sane  will  be  inclined  to  act  overbearingly  towards  the  insane.  The 
first  floor  above  the  basement  on  the  right  of  the  building  has  a  nursery, 
a  sitting-room,  sleeping-rooms  and  water-closet.  On  the  left  of  the  en- 
trance the  plan  is  the  same,  except  the  nursery-room.  On  the  second  floor 
are  sleeping-rooms,  a  bath-room  and  water-closet  —  the  same  plan  both 
sides  of  the  entrance.  The  attic  is  divided  into  sleeping-rooms  and  pro- 
vided with  bath-room  and  water-closet.  The  building  should  be  at  once 
enlarged.  In  some  of  the  sleeping-rooms  are  Ave  beds,  and  most  of  the 
rooms  have  three  beds,  which  not  only  crowds  them  but  renders  the  air 
impure ;  and,  furthermore,  several  of  the  rooms  have  but  one  window.  Of 
course  these  rooms  vary  in  size,  but  ordinarily  a  room  of  a  size  adapted  for 
one  occupant  is  preferable.  The  bedsteads  are  of  iron,  and  most  of  them 
are  furnished  with  straw  beds,  but  some  with  feathers.  The  bedding  is 
fairly  clean  and  comfortable.  The  clothing  of  the  inmates  varies  in  quality, 
some  clean  and  whole,  others  ragged  and  badly  soiled.  The  portion  of  the 
house  above  the  basement  was,  considering  the  time  of  day,  in  good  order. 
A  short  distance  from  the  almshouse  is  the  city  hospital,  which  is  under  the 
care  of  the  superintendent  of  the  almshouse,  who  has  an  assistant  there. 
This  building  is  of  wood,  two  stories  in  height.  The  men  are  provided  for 
on  the  first  floor  and  the  women  on  the  second  floor.     This  building  has 
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nearly  or  quite  twice  as  many  patients  as  ought  to  be  here.  For  instance, 
the  women's  sitting-room  (owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  other  rooms) 
has  six  beds  besides  a  crib,  so  that  the  women  have  to  sit  around  between 
the  beds.  The  floor  for  the  men  is  nearly  as  crowded.  A  man  and  wife, 
subordinates  of  the  superintendent,  have  charge  of  the  men's  department. 
There  is  also  a  cook  and  laundry-woman,  and  two  nurses  care  for  the 
women. 

There  are  eighteen  men  and  twenty-three  women  in  the  hospital.  Near 
by  is  the  school-house  for  the  pauper  children,  and  for  truants.  The  school 
committee  of  the  city  with  the  school  superintendent  provide  the  teachers, 
and  examine  the  school  precisely  as  they  do  at  other  schools.  All  cooking 
and  laundry  work  belonging  to  the  hospital  is  performed  in  the  building. 
The  beds  in  the  sleeping-rooms  are  mostly  of  straw,  but  on  woven  wire 
springs.  The  inmates  are  generously  fed,  judging  from  the  remnants  seen 
upon  the  kitchen  table.  There  is  a  grove  of  trees  near  by,  midway  between 
the  hospital  and  almshouse,  which  is  resorted  to  by  the  inmates  and  quite 
often  by  the  convalescents  from  the  hospital.  The  number  in  the  alms- 
house-building  is  105,  of  whom  eleven  men  and  thirteen  women  are  insane. 

Oct.  19,  1887.  — I  found  at  Fall  River  to-day  in  the  almshouse-building 
seventy-eight  inmates  and  only  two  are  children,  both  under  four  years. 
The  other  children  have  been  placed  in  families  since  July  1 1 ,  and  the  super- 
intendent reports  them  as  doing  well,  and  in  comfortable  homes.  The  alms- 
house is  in  better  condition  than  when  I  saw  it  in  the  summer ;  the  floors 
especially  were  in  excellent  order,  and  the  beds  and  bedding  were  clean. 
The  most  obvious  criticism  still  is  that  the  almshouse  and  hospital  both 
need  to  be  enlarged,  properly  to  accommodate  so  many  persons.  The  in- 
mates were  well  and  neatly  clad.  Since  the  removal  of  the  children  the 
men  have  the  boys'  play-room  for  a  sitting-room,  and  a  room  opposite  for 
a  smoking-room.  Some  of  the  men  were  employed  on  the  farm  and  at  the 
barn ;  the  women,  with  two  exceptions,  were  unemployed.  Besides  those 
previously  mentioned  there  are  forty-two  in  the  hospital,  three  of  whom  are 
children,  one  a  boy  of  sixteen,  in  consumption,  a  girl  eight  years  of  age, 
with  spinal  disease,  and  another  of  six,,  who  is  convalescent,  and  goes  out 
in  pleasant  weather.  The  hospital  was  much  neater  than  when  I  saw  it  in 
July,  but  is  still  crowded,  and  should  be  enlarged,  or  a  larger  building 
erected  elsewhere.  The  patients  looked  comfortable  and  appeared  well 
cared  for. 

Mansfield  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown,). — The  almshouse  of  Mans- 
field, visited  April  18,  1887,  is  a  little  more  than  a  mile  east  of 
the  railroad  station.  It  is  two  stories  high,  with  an  ell,  in  which, 
on  the  first  floor,  is  the  town  lock-up,  and  also  a  tramp-room  pro» 
vided  with  bunks,  but  no  beds  or  bedding.  Between  these  rooms, 
in  a  small  space  is  a  large  stove  which  warms  sufficiently  both 
tramp-room  and  lock-up.  Above,  on  the  next  floor,  are  several 
sleeping-rooms  used  by  the  regular  inmates.  The  beds,  and  bed- 
ding were  found  in  excellent  condition,  and  the   matron  said  she 
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could  warrant  the  house  to  be  free  from  vermin.  The  inmates 
have  a  sitting-room  on  the  second  floor.  There  is  no  bath-room, 
yet  the  inmates  are  required  to  bathe  once  a  week.  They  are 
well  clothed  and  well  fed.  The  water  supply  is  from  wells.  In 
the  summer  the  drainage  empties  into  a  cesspool ;  in  winter  it 
runs  upon  the  surface.  The  superintendent,  Joseph  W.  Tibbets, 
has  been  here  two  years  ;  salary  $365.  Of  the  six  inmates  four 
are  men  and  two  women.  One  man  and  one  woman  are  insane  or 
imbecile.     I  saw  them  all. 

New  Bedford  (Mrs  S  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  New 
Bedford,  visited  July  14,  1887,  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
station,  pleasantly  situated  near  the  Point.  It  is  of  stone,  two 
stories  above  the  basement,  surmounted  with  a  cupola.  The 
superintendent,  Peleg  S.  Macy,  has  been  in  charge  nine  years; 
salary  $850.  The  truant  school  is  a  short  distance  from  the  main 
building,  built  of  wood,  two  stories  in  height,  and  arranged  with 
school-room  and  dormitories,  and  lock-ups  for  refractory  boys, 
and  all  other  necessary  rooms.  Besides  a  play-room  in-doors  for 
stormy  weather  it  has  a  [Jay-yard  surrounded  by  a  high  fence. 
This  department  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Greenleaf,  one  of  the 
almshouse  inmates  ;  he  is  allowed  some  small  compensation  besides 
board.  The  arrangement  is  not  to  Mr.  Macy's  liking,  but  is  made 
by  the  Overseers.  Mr.  Macy  argues,  and  wisely,  that  there 
should  be  a  matron  who  could  be  a  mother  to  the  boys,  and  exert 
good  influence.  The  sessions  of  the  school  are  the  same  as  in 
other  schools,  —  a  woman  coming  from  the  city  to  teach  daily. 
This  house  is  not  in  good  order,  and  does  not  well  compare  with 
the  almshouse.  The  main  building  has  a  chapel  in  the  basement, 
where  services  are  held  every  Sunday.  An  addition  in  the  rear 
of  the1  basement,  built  last  year,  contains  a  laundry,  ironing-room, 
five  lodging-rooms,  clothes-closet,  etc.  The  rest  of  the  basement 
lias  two  dining-rooms,  a  kitchen,  three  bath-rooms  and  three 
confinement  cells.  There  are  also  two  or  three  rooms  for  females, 
and  three  rooms  for  persons  of  filthy  habits,  with  beds  fitted 
specially  for  them  in  one  of  these  rooms.  You  find  on  the  floor 
above  the  basement  rooms  for  the  superintendent  and  family, 
with  private  dining-room  and  kitchen,  office,  parlor,  etc.  On  the 
right  hand  of  this  entrance  the  wing  is  devoted  to  the  men,  and 
on  the  left  to  the  women.  On  this  floor,  on  the  women's  side,  is 
one  large  dormitory  containing  six  beds,  two  smaller  rooms  with 


1888.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.   17.  69' 

ALMSHOUSE    VISITATION BRISTOL    COUNTY. 

two  beds  each,  and  two  rooms  with  four  beds  each.  A  dispensary 
is  on  the  men's  side,  two  hospital-rooms  witli  four  beds  each,  one 
dormitory  with  six  beds,  and  two  rooms  with  four  beds  each,  beside 
the  men's  sitting-room.  On  the  second  floor,  on  the  men's  side, 
are  sleeping-rooms,  and  on  the  women's  side  also  sleeping-rooms, 
besides  a  sewing-room  and  a  room  for  the  nurses.  The  attic  has 
one  room  with  four  beds  and  an  open  attic  or  dormitory  with  ten 
beds  ;  also  five  store-rooms  and  the  cook's  room.  The  bedsteads 
are  of  iron,  furnished  with  straw  beds,  and  throughout  the  building 
the  beds  have  white  spreads.  The  beds  and  bedding  were  clean, 
Ihe  walls  white  from  recent  whitewashing,  and  great  care  is  had 
to  keep  things  in  such  excellent  order.  The  inmates  were  com- 
fortably and  neatly  dressed,  and  the  clothing  showed  economical 
care  ;  some  were  patched,  but  the  work  was  well  done  The  food 
provided  is  plentiful  and  of  good  quality.  There  is  a  large  yard 
enclosed  by  a  high  fence;  on  one  side  is  a  long  building  divided 
as  follows  :  — 

1.  A  smoker's  room  provided  with  a  stove  for  winter. 

2.  A  repair  shop,  which  the  superintendent  for  the  most  part 
keeps  under  his  special  charge,  as  he  is  a  mechanic. 

3.  Then  comes  a  room  for  contagious  diseases,  with  one  bed 
in  it. 

4.  Then  a  paint  shop,  and  last,  a  shed.  A  large  modern  barn 
stands  a  little  way  from  this  building. 

New  Bedford  provides  with  a  liberal  hand  for  its  poor,  and  I 
think  this  is  one  of  the  best  city  almshouses,  in  many  respects,  I 
have  visited.  The  drainage  is  satisfactory,  but  the  water  supply 
I  should  judge  to  be  too  limited,  not  only  in  case  of  fire,  but  for 
bathing  purposes,  as  it  comes  from  a  well  and  a  cistern.  Of  the 
inmates  twenty- four  are  men,  twenty-eight  women,  one  boy  of 
fifteen  years,  who  has  been  placed  out  several  times,  but  does  not 
remain  at  his  place,  and  one  girl  of  two  years,  who  is  here  with 
her  mother ;  fifty-four  in  all,  besides  fifteen  in  the  truant  school. 
Seven  of  these  women  are  by  sentence  of  the  court  put  here  for 
short  periods.  Of  the  whole  number  seven  men  and  six  women 
are  insane,  and  two  men  idiotic. 

Norton  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).— The  Norton  Almshouse, 
visited  May  26,  is  three  miles  towards  Mansfield  from  the 
station,  is  two  stories  high,  of  wood,  very  old,  in  poor  repair, 
with  two  ells,  also  out  of  repair.     There  are  two  kitchens,  one  of 
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which  is  used  for  the  inmates'  dining-room  ;  seven  sleeping- 
rooms  on  the  first  floor,  used  by  the  women  and  an  old  couple, 
besides  a  cripple  who  has  a  small  room.  I  consider  the  inmates 
poorly  cared  for.  and  the  supervision  very  poor.  On  the  second 
floor  are  three  sleeping-rooms  used  by  the  men ;  these  were 
furnished  poorly.  The  bed-clothes  were  of  a  fair  quality,  but 
exceedingly  dirty.  The  men  had  il  tracked  in  "  considerable  mud, 
which  had  not  been  swept  up  for  some  time,  the  beds  were 
unmade  ;  no  help  is  provided,  and  the  superintendent  has  to  wash 
the  floors  and  assist  at  the  rougher  work.  The  inmates  can  do 
but  little.  The  bedsteads  are  of  wood,  poorly  furnished  with  straw 
and  feather  beds,  with  now  and  then  an  exception.  The  furni- 
ture is  old  and  out  of  repair ;  vermin  abound  in  all  the  rooms  and 
beds.  There  is  no  bath-room,  but  all  are  required  to  bathe  in 
some  way  every  Saturday.  There  is  a  strong-room  which  is 
usually  occupied  by  an  insane  woman,  but  at  the  present  time  she 
is  away  on  a  visit  The  water  supply  is  from  the  wells.  The 
drainage  is  too  near  the  house,  in  an  open  cesspool.  The  heating 
is  by  stoves.  The  superintendent,  Herbert  Horton,  came  in 
April ;  salary  $300.  Of  the  ten  inmates  five  are  men  and  five 
women  ;  I  saw  all  but  one  man  and  one  woman,  who  were  away. 
Of  this  number  one  man  and  one  woman  are  insane. 

Reiioboth  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown)  .  —  The  almshouse  of  Rehoboth, 
visited  August  4,  1887,  is  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  village, 
and  twelve  miles  from  Attleborough  railroad  station  ;  is  of  wood, 
shingled  on  the  ends.  Excepting  the  kitchen,  which  is  used  by 
the  inmates  as  a  dining-room,  the  lower  floor  is  occupied  by  the 
superintendent's  family.  The  inmates  have  a  large  sitting-room 
and  ten  bed-rooms  on  the  second  floor,  and  there  are  five  sleeping- 
rooms  in  the  attic.  The  ceilings  of  the  rooms  need  to  be 
whitewashed,  and  the  house  needs  renovating.  The  bedsteads  are 
of  wood  with  straw  and  feather  beds.  Some  of  the  beds  are  in 
bad  order,  quite  dirty,  and  the  bed-clothing  ragged  and  unfit. 
Several  rooms  were  absolutely  shocking  to  behold,  and  through- 
out the  house  everything  is  "  slack  "  and  poorly  cared  for.  The 
clothing  of  the  inmates  was  in  tolerable  condition,  but  here,  as 
everywhere  else,  the  want  of  care  is  apparent,  and  this  from  attic 
to  cellar.  The  water  supply  is  from  wells.  The  drainage  is  good. 
The  superintendent,  Frank  E  Luther,  has  been  here  two  years  ; 
salary    $350.      Of    the    twelve    inmates    two    are    men,    and  five 
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women  and  five  children  ;  of  this  number  two  women  are   idiotic 
and  one  woman  is  feeble-minded. 

Seekonk  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Seekonk, 
visited  August  4,  is  three  miles  from  Rehoboth  Almshouse,  built 
of  wood,  two  stories,  painted  brown  and  needs  repairing.  The 
paper  on  the  walls  hangs  in  strings  all  over  the  house.  The  bed- 
ding is  poor  and  on  two  beds  there  was  but  one  sheet.  The  bed- 
clothes were  ragged  but  fairly  clean.  The  housekeeping  is  poor 
throughout.  The  cellar  is  damp,  without  ventilation.  There  is 
no  bath-room ;  but  the  matron  said  the  inmates  must  bathe  some 
way  once  a  week.  There  is  a  room  in  the  second  story  for  the  town 
business.  The  kitchen  for  the  inmates  is  used  as  their  dining 
and  sitting  room.  There  are  six  bed-rooms  on  the  second  floor, 
and  two  rooms  in  the  attic.  The  rooms  on  the  first  floor  are 
mostly  used  by  the  superintendent'.-*  family.  The  diet  furnished 
is  sufficient,  and  of  good  quality.  The  clothing  of  the  inmates  is 
comfortable,  and  for  the  most  part  clean.  The  water  supply  is 
from  wells,  and  the  drainage  is  satisfactory.  The  superintendent, 
James  Hawiey,  came  March  1  ;  salary  $400.  Of  the  five  inmates 
one  is  a  man,  and  four  are  women.  Of  this  number  one  woman 
is  insane,  one  idiotic,  and  two  simple-minded. 

Somerset  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Somerset, 
visited  July  12,  1887,  is  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Bowen- 
ville  station  of  Fall  River.  The  house  is  of  wood,  two  stories  in 
height.  On  the  first  floor  are  kitchen,  sitting-room,  pantries,  etc.  ; 
on  the  second  floor  are  five  sleeping-rooms  and  a  sitting-room 
for  the  inmates,  especially  for  the  women,  while  the  men  use 
the  dining-room  as  their  sitting-room.  The  house  is  miserably 
furnished,  and  some  of  the  beds  were  dirty  in  the  extreme.  Two 
of  the  rooms  occupied  by  women  were  clean,  while  the  rest  of  the 
house  showed  poor  housekeeping.  The  matron  said  they  had  been 
picking  strawberries  for  three  weeks,  and  had  neglected  every- 
thing in  the  house,  which  had  a  most  disagreeable  odor,  musty, 
close  and  without  ventilation.  In  the  cellar  is  a  room  for  tramps, 
filthy  and  bad,  with  no  beds,  and  poor  bed-clothes.  There  is  no 
bath-room  The  water  supply  is  abundant,  and  the  drainage  is 
satisfactory.  The  superintendent,  Otis  Bosworth,  has  been  in 
charge  three  years  ;  salary  $400.  Of  the  ten  inmates  four  are 
men,  five  women  and  one  a  boy.  Of  this  number  one  man  and 
two  women  are  insane,  and  one  man  is  idiotic. 
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Taunton  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  city  almshouse  of  Taun- 
ton is  a  large  brick  building  standing  on  the  road  to  Norton, 
about  two  miles  north  of  the  Taunton  station  ;  it  was  built  within 
the  last  twelve  }rears,  and  has  ample  room,  tolerably  well  ar- 
ranged, for  the  number  of  inmates  ordinarily  found  there.  It 
has  been  frequently  visited  by  the  Inspector  and  by  Mrs.  Brown. 
The  last  visit  made  by  the  latter  is  thus  reported  :  — 

Nov.  8,  1887.  — The  Taunton  Almshouse  is  in  good  repair;  the  rooms  are 
comfortably  furnished  and  all  of  them  to-day  were  warm, — the  building: 
being  heated  by  a  furnace.  The  superintendent,  Levi  S.  Pierce,  has 
been  here  two  years;  salary  $500.  I  found  fifty-two  inmates  to- 
day,—  thirty-one  men,  of  whom  four  are  insane;  sixteen  women,  of 
whom  two  are  insane,  and  five  children,  three  of  whom  I  did  not 
see  because  they  were  at  school  in  the  city  school-house,  not  far 
off.  The  sleeping-rooms  are  f urnished  with  iron  bedsteads ;  most  of 
them  have  feather  beds  and  good  bedding,  and  I  found  the  clothing 
clean  and  well  taken  care  of.  One  room  occupied  by  two  feeble  old 
men  was  close  and  poorly  ventilated,  and,  as  the  habits  of  these  men 
are  bad,  and  they  are  filthy,  the  appearance  of  the  room  is  explained. 
There  are  two  large  dormitories,  one  for  men  and  one  for  women,  in  both 
of  which  the  beds  are  crowded  too  close  together.  There  are  also  eight 
beds  in  the  attic  used  by  the  men.  The  inmates  w7ere  well  clothed  and 
evidently  well  fed.  I  saw  the  dinner  on  the  table,  and  it  consisted  of  baked 
beans,  cold  corned  beef,  turnips,  carrots,  potatoes,  bread,  and  bowls  of 
tea.  Everything  was  well  cooked,  and  the  food  looked  as  if  it  would  be 
palatable.  The  insane  women  were  in  a  room  called  the  nursery,  just  back 
of  the  superintendent's  part ;  one  was  mending  clothes  and  the  other  was 
holding  a  child.  One  of  these  women  is  sometimes  troublesome,  and  is 
then  secluded ;  the  other  is  always  quiet.  The  four  insane  men  have  nearly 
all  been  insane  a  long  time  and  are  quiet  cases ;  one  of  them,  however,  is 
paralyzed,  and  another  is  very  filthy.  Two  of  them  were  removed  from 
the  hospital  two  years  ago.  While  the  almshouse  has  so  few  inmates  as  at 
present  they  can  be  well  cared  for  where  they  are.  Taunton  has  never 
kept  many  children  in  its  almshouse,  and  has  now  fewer  than  usual.  Three 
of  them,  Sarah  H.,  12,  Charles  H. ,  7,  children  of  Mary  H.,  an  inmate,  and 
John  K.,  5,  son  of  Mary  K. ,  an  inmate,  were  at  school  as  above  mentioned; 
of  the  other  two,  one  is  a  colored  boy  of  14  and  the  other  an  infant  under 
two  years  old. 

Dukes  County  (no  almshouse). 

Essex  County. 
Amesbury   (Mrs.   S    M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Ames- 
bury,  visited  May  27,  1887,  is  about  two  miles  from  the  village, 
of  wood,  quite  old,  two  stories  with  an  ell.     There  are  two  din- 
ing-rooms on  the  first  floor,  also  used   as  sitting-rooms,  where  the 
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tables  are  alwnys  set,  and  the  rooms  uninviting  in  appearance. 
Leading  off  the  women's  dining-room  is  a  small,  dark  bed-room, 
in  which  was  a  bed  unmade,  and  everything  in  disorder  at  11 
a.  m.,  —  bed  clothes  dirty,  etc.  There  are  several  other  rooms  on 
this  floor,  and  not  a  room  in  the  house  was  in  any  degree  of  neat- 
ness. On  the  second  floor  are  several  sleeping  rooms,  and  four 
in  the  attics  ;  no  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  on  either  floor. 
New  wooden  bedsteads  have  been  furnished  for  all  the  rooms. 
Some  beds  were  of  fair  quality,  but  unclean.  Three  of  the 
rooms  were  intolerable  in  all  respects,  and  the  beds  too  filthy  for 
description  ;  one  of  the  rooms  was  occupied  by  children,  and 
another  by  an  insane  woman.  This  is  one  of  the  filthiest  and 
worst  kept  almshouses  I  have  visited.  There  is  no  bath-room,  — 
perhaps  bathing  is  not  considered  necessary.  The  management 
is  extremely  bad  throughout;  very  slipshod.  The  water  supply 
is  good  but  the  drainage  is  defective.  The  superintendent, 
Charles  H.  Barnard,  has  been  in  charge  four  months  ;  salary  $300. 
Of  the  sixteen  inmates  eight  are  men,  four  women,  and  four 
children  ;  I  saw  all  but  three  children  who  were  at  school.  Their 
mother  is  in  the  Women's  Prison  at  Sherborn.  Of  this  number 
three  men  and  three  women  are  insane,  and  one  man  and  one 
woman  idiotic. 


Andover  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Andover, 
visited  May  30,  1887,  is  a  little  over  a  mile  from  the  station,  on 
a  back  road  near  the  railroad  ;  a  large  brick  house,  three  stories 
high,  including  a  basement  which  contains  dining-room,  kitchen, 
laundry,  store-room,  boiler-room,  and  a  play-room  for  children, 
especially  used  in  winter.  There  are  also  two  cells  where  persons 
are  locked  up  when  necessary,  and  a  tramp-room  where  more 
than  1,000  tramps  were  lodged  last  year.  In  the  story  above 
are  several  rooms  used  by  the  superintendent  and  family,  and 
other  rooms*  occupied  by  the  inmates  on  each  side  of  a  hall  run- 
ning through  the  house.  On  the  upper  floor  are  several  rooms  for 
inmates,  and  a  chapel  where  religious  services  are  held.  Besides 
these  there  are  eight  rooms  in  the  attic.  The  house  is  supplied 
with  hot  and  cold  water,  a  bath-room  for  each  sex,  and  one  for 
the  superintendent's  family.  The  sexes  are  entirely  separated. 
The  bedsteads  are  mostly  of  iron,  with  husk  beds.  Beds  and 
bedding  are  in  excellent  order.  The  inmates  were  clean,  as  was 
the  house  from  attic   to   cellar.     In    most  of  the  rooms   were    a 
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number  of  fancy  articles,  and  several  had  vases  of  flowers,  picked 
by  the  children.  Several  of  the  inmates  attend  church  at  the 
village,  and  all  are  well  clothed.  They  all  seem  happy  and  con- 
tented, have  sufficient  food,  and  in  all  respects  appear  to  be  well 
cared  for  ;  the  superintendent  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  thoroughly  in- 
terested in  their  work,  and  excellent  managers.  The  superin- 
tendent, Walter  B.  Allen,  has  been  in  charge  eight  years  ;  salary 
$500,  Of  the  twenty-nine  inmates  seven  are  men,  twelve 
women,  and  ten  children,  and  all  were  seen  by  me.  Of  this 
number  one  man  and  three  women  are  insane,  and  two  men  and 
four  women  are  feeble-minded  or  idiotic. 


Beverly  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Beverly, 
visited  March  17,  1887,  stands  on  high  land  a  mile  from  the  sta- 
tion, a  large  two-story  building,  with  basement,  in  which  are 
three  dining-rooms,  two  kitchens,  two  store-rooms,  a  boiler-room 
and  a  vegetable  cellar.  On  the  floor  above  the  basement  are  the 
superintendent's  apartments,  an  office  where  the  overseers  hold 
their  monthly  meetings,  and  several  sleeping-rooms  for  both  sexes. 
There  is  no  common  sitting-room  for  the  men  ;  they  were  sitting 
in  the  hall  between  the  bed-rooms,  and  one  man  was  reading 
aloud  for  the  others.  Their  rooms  are  comfortable,  and  heated 
by  steam,  but  a  sitting-room  is  needed.  The  rooms  are  furnished 
with  iron  bedsteads,  straw  and  feather  beds  and  white  spreads. 
The  insane  are  by  themselves  in  what  was  once  a  separate  build- 
ing but  is  now  connected  by  a  building  or  annex  which  joins  the 
two.  They  seem  to  be  well  treated  and  well  cared  for,  and  the 
food  of  all  was  abundant  and  good.  I  saw  them  at  dinner,  and 
they  seemed  satisfied.  The  care  and  supervision  I  should  judge 
to  be  good,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  house  was  com- 
mendably  neat.  The  clothing  of  the  inmates  was  good  as  to 
quality,  and  clean.  The  drainage  is  satisfactory.  The  water 
supply  is  from  Wenham  Lake.  Of  the  thirty  inmates  fourteen 
are  men,  fourteen  women  and  two  are  children.  Of  this  number 
three  men  and  three  women  are  insane,  and  four  men,  three 
women  and  two  children  are  idiotic, 

Gloucester  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).— The  Gloucester  Alms- 
house, visited  June  24,  1887,  is  about  a  mile  from  the  station, 
built  of  brick,  two  stories  above  a  basement,  which  has  a  large 
dining-room,  poorly  lighted,  for  the  men,  and  a  kitchen  in  which 
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is  the  furnace  that  heats  the  inmates'  part,  and  also  a  large  range, 
where  the  cooking  is  done.  This  is  used  for  the  women's  dining- 
room.  Beyond  this  is  the  laundry,  and  on  the  other  side  is  the 
vegetable  cellar.  On  the  first  floor  above  is  a  long  sitting-room, 
running;  through  the  house,  with  sleeping-rooms  on  either  side. 
Here  are  twelve  rooms  (and  a  bath-room)  occupied  by  the  men. 
The  next  floor  has  a  precisely  similar  plan  for  the  women.  The 
attic  has  seven  rooms,  only  one  at  present  being  used  by  an 
idiotic  woman.  The  bed-rooms  have  iron  bedsteads,  furnished 
with  half-filled  straw  beds,  straw  pillows  and  white  spreads. 
Vermin  are  plenty,  although  efforts  are  made  to  rid  the  house  of 
them,  as  the  matron  informed  me.  The  floors  were  clean  and,  it 
being  scrubbing-clay,  some  inmates  were  then  at  work  on  their 
rooms.  Excepting  the  beds  and  the  vermin  the  house  is  in  fair 
order.  The  inmates  bathe  once  a  week.  Their  diet  is  nearly  the 
same  for  the  inmates  that  it  is  for  the  superintendent  and 
family,  —  meat  four  times  each  week  and  fish  twice.  A  new  hos- 
pital, two  stories  in  height,  of  wood,  was  built  last  year.  This 
is  in  the  rear  of  the  main  building.  It  has  entries  running 
through  it.  and  6n  either  side  six  rooms  of  good  size,  but  it  has 
not  as  yet  been  furnished.  The  rooms  are  pleasant  and  sunny. 
It  is  to  be  furnished  with  iron  bedsteads,  and  woven  wire  springs, 
with  excelsior  mattresses.  The  superintendent,  William  H. 
Wilkes,  here  two  years,  was  here  before,  three  years  ;  salary 
$500.  Of  the  twenty-one  inmates  nine  are  men,  ten  women  and 
two  children.  Of  this  number  one  man  and  one  woman  are 
insane,  three  men  and  two  women  idiotic ;  I  saw  them  all  except 
one  or  two  who  were  out  of  doors  at  work. 

Haverhill  (F.  B.  Sanborn). — The  city  almshouse,  visited  by 
Mrs.  Brown  June  23,  1886,  and  by  the  Inspector  Feb.  16,  1887, 
is  two  miles  eastward  on  the  road  to  Georgetown  ;  a  large  brick 
house,  built  in  1883-84,  and  one  of  the  most  conveniently 
arranged  which  Mrs.  Brown  has  inspected.  The  sexes  are  well 
separated  in  wings,  between  which  are  the  superintendent's 
rooms,  the  kitchen  and  the  laundry.  Opening  out  of  the  kitchen 
on  each  side  are  dining-rooms  for  either  sex,  and  at  the  extremity 
of  the  women's  wing  is  a  chapel  where  services  are  held  on  Sun- 
days. In  the  basement  are  four  strong  rooms  for  refractory  in- 
mates or  insane  persons,  but  these  are  seldom  used.  The  whole 
house  is  heated  by  steam,  well  furnished  and  well  ventilated,  and 
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the  water  supply  and  drainage  are  satisfactory.  The  superin- 
tendent, J  B.  Wiggin  (here  two  years,  salary  $600),  had  charge 
of  the  Lawrence  Almshouse  for  nine  years,  and  is  a  good  man- 
ager here,  as  he  was  there.  This  almshouse  is  never  full,  having 
been  built  for  more  than  the  usual  number  of  inmates.  During 
the  year  past  the  whole  number  of  its  inmates  was  less  than 
seventy,  and  there  were  not  fifty  in  mid-winter  when  the  Inspec- 
tor visited  it.  Of  these,  some  ten,  half  of  each  sex,  were  in- 
sane, and  one  or  two  of  them  were  subsequently  sent  to  the 
Danvers  Hospital.  There  were  only  three  or  four  children,  and 
very  few  have  ever  been  kept  in  the  new  almshouse. 

Lawrence.  —  The  Lawrence  Almshouse  was  visited  four  times 
during  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1887,  —  once  each  by  the  Inspector 
and  Dr.  Prentiss,  and  twice  by  Mrs.  Brown.  Dr.  Prentiss's  re- 
port, which  is  the  fullest,  is  as  follows,  the  date  of  his  visit  being 
June  22  :  — 

The  superintendent,  F.  S.  Spaulding,  and  his  wife,  the  matron,  were 
both  on  duty,  and  the  house  generally  was  in  good  order.  I  gave  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  insane  department.  This  is  attached  to  the  old  wooden 
structure  which  still  serves  for  the  sane  inmates,  —  is  of  brick,  and  well 
built.  Three  of  the  four  stories  of  the  building  were  assigned  to  the 
women, — the  other  story  (the  first)  to  the  men.  The  sexes  are  quite 
separate,  having  different  approaches,  but  both  accessible  through  the  base- 
ment of  the  almshouse.  Each  story  is  a  ward,  the  first  and  second  having 
several  bed-rooms  for  one  or  two  persons  each,  the  third  larger  bed- 
rooms, while  the  upper  ward  is  one  large  dormitory,  out  of  which  three  or 
four  store-rooms  open.  This  ward  has  at  present  eight  beds,  mostly  in 
use,  and  might  have  nearly  twice  as  many.  The  quarters  assigned  to  the 
women  are  not  nearly  filled,  —  those  of  the  men  can  receive  no  more.  In- 
deed, when  cases  of  sane  paupers  occur  who  are  sick  and  require  isolation, 
some  of  the  insane  are  placed  in  the  old  house  to  make  room  for  them  in 
this  ward.  The  beds  in  the  asylum  are  good  enough,  both  mattresses  and 
straw  being  used.  The  bedsteads  are  usually  of  wood.  Steam  heat, 
direct  and  indirect,  is  provided  for  the  asylum, — the  old  house  being 
warmed  by  a  furnace.  Each  sex  has  a  dining-room,  that  for  the  women  is 
upon  the  second  floor.  The  son  of  the  superintendent  has  charge  of  the 
male  ward,  his  wife  and  another  attendant  take  charge  of  the  three 
women's  wards.  This  force  seems  sufficient,  for  the  upper  ward  is  only 
used  at  night,  and  locked  up  by  day,  so  that  but  two  wards  require  con- 
stant attention.  The  second  female  attendant  has  served  at  Tewksbury 
Asylum,  and  for  a  brief  period  at  Worcester,  but  is  expected  to  leave  in 
August.  They  seem  to  exercise  control  of  the  patients  judiciously,  and 
the  wards  were  quiet  and  orderly.  The  inmates  looked  clean  and  neat. 
I  saw  them  about  the  halls  and  at  dinner,  which  consisted  of  corned  beef, 


1888.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT— No.   17.  77 

ALMSHOUSE    VISITATION MANCHESTER. 


potatoes,  bread,  etc.,  as  in  the  rest  of  the  establishment.  All  the  inmates 
have  warm  drinks  at  each  meal.  I  heard  no  complaints  anywhere,  and 
found  none  of  the  insane  secluded  or  under  any  physical  restraint.  Usually 
a  night  watch  is  employed  (a  woman),  serving  for  the  whole  asylum.  For 
the  domestic  service  two  women  are  employed,  and  a  good  deal  of  assist- 
ance is  obtained  from  the  inmates,  sane  and  insane.  Some  out-door  work 
is  got  from  the  men,  but  only  from  two  or  three.  The  condition  of  the 
premises  is  good,  —  sewage  and  water  supply  both  satisf actory.  The  in- 
mates to-day  numbered  ninety-four,  as  shown  by  the  register,  all  but  five  of 
them  being  adults.  The  children  are  :  Frank  D.,  6,  Mary,  5,  Nellie,  3,  and 
John,  7  months,  whose  mother  is  an  inmate  also,  and  Willie  D.,  2;  they 
are  quartered  among  the  women.  The  medical  supervision  is  by  the  city 
physician,  Dr.  Abbott,  who  is  said  to  visit  frequently,  though  without 
regularity.  A  very  large  portion  of  the  full  support  cases  of  Lawrence 
live  out  of  the  almshouse,  there  being  on  the  average  about  forty  at  the 
lunatic  hospitals,  and  an  equal  number  in  the  orphan  asylum  or  children's 
home,  where  the  cost  is  somewhat  less  than  at  the  almshouse,  the  latter 
being  reckoned  at  $1.75  the  past  year.  This  has  the  effect  of  keeping  the 
children  mostly  away  from  the  almshouse. 

Mrs.  Brown,  Oct.  10,  1887,  says  :  — 

I  liave  visited  this  almshouse  to-clay,  and  found  as  in  my  last  visit  the 
house  in  very  good  order,  with  the  exception  of  one  kitchen.  The  number 
of  the  insane  is  thirty-nine,  — twenty-six  women  and  thirteen  men.  All  the 
women  but  two  are  kept  in  the  new  building;  those  two,  being  quiet  and 
able  to  assist  at  housework,  are  retained  in  the  pauper  department.  The 
women  were  clean  and  quiet;  there  were  several  in  the  sewing-room, 
several  were  reading,  and  several  were  in  bed.  The  remainder  were  in  the 
hall,  some  sitting,  others  walking  around.  The  men  were  some  out  of 
doors,  three  lying  on  the  grass,  and  the  rest  in  their  rooms.  Steam  heat  is 
being  put  into  the  old  part  of  the  building,  and  the  old  radiators  are 
replaced  by  new  ones.  One  insane  woman  here  has  a  child  of  three  years 
of  age,  and  there  is  another  child  whose  mother  has  just  died;  no  other 
children  here. 


Manchester  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Man- 
chester is  one  and  three  fourth  miles  from  the  railroad  station  ; 
an  old  two-story  house,  with  half-windows  on  the  sides  of  the 
attic  roof  and  whole  ones  on  the  end.  The  housekeeping,  from 
attic  to  cellar,  was  simply  execrable.  The  attic  has  five  rooms, 
and  in  one  of  these  are  three  beds,  another  has  two,  the  rest 
one  each.  The  bedsteads  are  of  wood  furnished  with  straw  beds 
for  some  of  them,  and  straw  and  feathers  in  others.  The  second 
story  has  three  rooms  with  two  beds  each.  In  the  first  story  are 
two  kitchens,  one  large  and  one  small ;  the  former  is  used  by  the 
inmates,   and    the   other    by   the    superintendent's   family.      The 
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swill-pail  for  receiving  offal  is  at  one  end  of  the  sink.  Beyond 
these  kitchens  are  two  strong  rooms,  with  iron  slats  running 
lengthwise,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by  a  male  inmate,  and  I 
found  it  in  exceedingly  bad  condition.  Nothing  had  been  done 
for  some  time  towards  cleaning  this  room,  which  was  very  filthy. 
The  bed  was  once  filled  with  straw,  now  dirty,  the  pillows  the 
same,  —  no  sheets  on  the  bed,  and  an  old  ragged  comforter  for 
covering.  I  was  told  that  this  man  "  took  care  of  his  own  room." 
The  pantry  was  another  dirty  place,  with  wood  in  one  corner, 
where  some  one  had  been  splitting  kindlings,  and  there  was  not 
a  vestige  of  neatness.  This  house  ranks  as  one  of  the  poorest  in 
the  State.  Of  the  six  inmates  two  are  men,  two  women,  and 
two  boys.  The  superintendent  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  June  24, 
1887,  was  Giles  Flynn  ;  salary  $325. 

Newburyport  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  New- 
buryport,  visited  March  17,  1887,  is  in  the  midst  of  the  city,  and 
has  been  built  nearly  a  hundred  years  ;  a  large,  brick  building 
with  several  tall  chimneys.  In  years  gone  by  it  was  well 
adapted,  possibly,  for  its  purpose,  but  it  is  now  inconvenient 
and  should  be  replaced  by  a  new  one.  In  the  rear  are  two  build- 
ings, old  and  dilapidated,  one  of  which  is  used  as  a  store-house  for 
the  groceries,  which  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  the  superin- 
tendent gives  out  to  needy  families  partly  supported  by  the  city. 
The  cellar  of  this  building  is  used  for  vegetables,  and  was  in  bad 
order.  The  other  building  is  of  two  stories,  containing  a  number 
of  sleeping-rooms  and  several  cells.  One  of  these  cells,  I 
observed,  had  a  small  window  over  the  door,  which  was  the  only 
means  of  ventilation  or  light ;  and  this  room  has  an  occupant  at 
night.  All  these  rooms  seemed  to  have  little  care  and  are  in  bad 
condition.  The  main  house  has  a  basement  in  which  there  is  a 
laundry  and  smoking-room.  —  the  latter  is  filthy.  The  men's 
dining-room  has  no  heat  except  from  a  stove  in  an  adjoining 
room  ;  in  winter  this  room  is  uncomfortable.  I  was  informed  by 
the  superintendent  that  the  only  bathing  facilities  are  common 
dish-pans.  These  necessary  comforts  are  neglected,  because  for 
several  years  the  city  has  had  a  plan  to  build  a  new  almshouse, 
from  a  fund  given  for  the  purpose.  The  delay  has  been  caused 
by  a  disagreement  as  to  location.  The  chapel  services  are  held 
in  a  room  divided  by  folding  doors  ;  one  of  these  apartments  is 
for  the  overseers,  where  they  hold  their  monthly  meetings.     The 
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bed-rooms  in  the  main  building  contain  two,  three  and  four  beds 
each,  and  the  ventilation  is  bad.  The  furniture,  in  most  cases, 
is  apparently  as  old  as  the  house,  although  the  rooms  and  general 
appearance  of  the  main  building  were  satisfactory.  Beds  and 
bedding  are  clean  and  sufficient.  The  water  supply  is  from  the 
cit}T  aqueduct.  The  drainage  is  poor,  or,  as  the  superintendent 
declared,  u  there  is  no  drainage;  "  nothing  but  a  cess-pool  into 
which  the  sink  water  is  generally  carried.  The  superintendent, 
Edward  Lunt,  has  been  here  ten  years  ;  salary  $600.  Of  the 
fifty-seven  inmates  twenty-nine  are  men,  nineteen  women  and 
nine  are  children  ;  three  men  and  seven  women  are  insane  ;  one 
man,  one  woman  and  one  child  are  idiotic. 


Rockport  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Rockport, 
visited  June  25,  1887,  is  one  mile  from  the  railroad  station,  built 
of  wood,  two  stories  above  the  basement.  In  the  basement  is  a 
dining-room  for  the  men,  a  kitchen  where  the  women  eat,  and 
a  lock-up.  The  dining-room  table  covered  with  a  half  worn  oil- 
cloth does  not  look  inviting.  The  floor  above  the  basement,  with 
the  exception  of  one  room  reserved  for  hospital  use,  is  occupied 
by  the  superintendent.  On  the  second  floor  are  six  good  sleeping- 
rooms  ;  one  has  two  beds  and  the  others  one.  These  rooms  are 
scantily  furnished  with  poor  wooden  bedsteads,  old  and  cheap, 
and  straw  and  feather  beds.  The  women  sleep  on  this  floor. 
The  attic  has  also  six  rooms  where  the  men  sleep  on  straw  beds 
quite  comfortable  and  clean  ;  but  the  whole  house  is  poorly  venti- 
lated. The  rooms  were  clean  but  not  in  good  order.  The  house 
all  through  had  a  musty  odor.  The  water  supply  is  not  the  best ; 
the  drainage  runs  into  a  covered  cess-pool  which  from  time  to 
time  is  cleaned  out.  A  yard  enclosed  b}?  a  high  board  fence  is 
used  by  the  inmates.  It  is  a  poor  arrangement  for  the  inmates  to 
be  obliged  to  go  from  the  attic  to  the  basement  to  eat.  The  loca- 
tion is  on  the  whole  pleasant  and  healthful,  and  ought  to  be  com- 
fortable. I  may  add,  the  inmates  seemed  comfortable  and 
satisfied  The  superintendent,  Abraham  Lowry,  has  been  here 
two  years  ;  salary  $400.  Of  the  eleven  inmates  seven  are  men 
and  four  women  ;  one  woman  is  insane  and  two  men  idiotic. 

Salisbury  (Mrs.  8.  M.  Brown).  —  There  being  no  paupers 
fully  supported  by  the  town  of  Salisbury  the  almshouse  was  let 
April  1,  and  as  soon  as  a  purchaser  can  be  found  the  farm  and 
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house  will  be  sold,  for  the  selectmen  think  it  will  be  more  econom- 
ical to  board  out  the  poor.  This  information  I  obtained  of  J. 
M.  Eaton,  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  May  27,  1887. 
Of  those  partially  supported  one  lives  in  her  own  house  and  the 
town  allows  her  $1.50  per  week  ;  another  has  two  children,  boards 
in  Rowley,  and  the  town  allows  her  $1.00  per  week;  the  third 
also  receives  $1.00  a  week,  and  her  friends  make  up  what  is  nec- 
essary. She  boards  with  James  M.  Pillsbury,  is  insane  but  not 
troublesome. 


Salem  (H.  C.  Prentiss).  —  Salem  Almshouse,  visited  Oct.  27, 
1887,  presented  its  usual  good  appearance.  1  went  through  all 
parts  of  the  house  and  found  everything  in  order  and  clean. 
The  main  house,  now  the  almshouse  proper,  though  quite  old  is 
in  good  repair,  and  has  been  considerably  improved  in  recent 
years.  The  asylum  for  the  insane,  a  four-story  brick  building 
like  the  almshouse  with  which  it  has  connection  by  a  basement 
corridor,  was  finished  and  opened  about  two  years  ago,  and  does 
not  yet  need  repairs,  though  in  some  respects  imperfectly  con- 
structed. The  capacity  of  the  establishment  was  much  increased 
by  the  asylum  building,  though  the  old  quarters  were  abandoned  ; 
so  that  now,  while  the  number  of  inmates  has  rather  diminished, 
a  considerable  portion  is  not  in  use.  This  decrease  has  been 
wholly  among  the  sane  paupers,  the  insane  having  somewhat 
increased.  The  asylum  yet  has  room  for  twenty-five  patients 
more,  the  upper  (fourth)  story  having  now  but  one  room  of  six 
beds  in  use.  This  floor  and  the  third  are  assigned  to  the  women  ; 
the  men  have  the  second  floor  and  a  dormitory  in  the  basement, 
in  which  part  also  are  the  dining-rooms  for  each  sex,  separated 
by  a  wash-room,  a  small  reception-room,  etc.  The  insane  were 
seen  to-day  at  dinner,  all  being  present  at  table  but  one  man  and 
three  women.  The  dinner  consisted  of  bean  soup  with  bread, 
mush  and  molasses,  coffee  for  the  women,  and  milk  for  some 
feeble  cases.  This  is  the  diet  of  the  sane  paupers.  The  insane 
take  their  meals  half  an  hour  earlier  than  the  sane.  There  are 
four  employees  in  the  insane  asylum  (the  almshouse  proper  having 
no  regular  attendants)  —  Mr.  George  Duncan  and  his  wife, 
former  attendants  at  Worcester,  with  two  others.  The  rooms 
are  kept  very  neat,  and  the  inmates  seem  to  have  kind  treatment. 
At  present  no  one  is  in  restraint,  but  there  are  two  women  subject 
to  occasional  excitement  which  then  makes  seclusion  needful,  and 
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there  is  a  room  on  each  floor  specially  for  such  cases,  provided 
with  barred  doors   of  wood  besides  the  ordinal"}7  door.     Manual 
restraint,  I  was  told,  is  extremely  rare.     The  beds  for  most  of 
the  insane  have  woven  wire  springs  and  mattresses,  and  the  bed- 
steads are  of  a  neat  wooden  sort ;  for  inmates  of  unclean  habits, 
who  are  kept  in  a  special  dormitory,  iron  bedsteads  and  straw  beds 
are    substituted.     Perhaps  a    fourth    of    the    insane    have    single 
rooms,  the    rest    sleeping    in    dormitories ;  all    are    locked  in  by 
night,  as  in  the  State  hospitals,  and   are   kept  in  their  wards  by 
day  unless  taken  out  to  walk  or  to  do  outside  work.     Some  men 
work   by   themselves    in   their   enclosed   yard,    sawing   the    wood 
which  goes  to  the  out- door  poor  of  Salem.     Eight  or  ten  insane 
men  at  once  are  sent  to  work  on  the  farm,  some  of  whom  do  a 
good    day's  work.     The  women    in    the  asylum    do  most   of    the 
housework.     Forty-four    persons   (twenty-one  men,  twenty-three 
women)   occupy  the   asylum ;  but  of    these   one   man    and    three 
women  are  not  reckoned  insane.    One  insane  man  and  one  woman 
live  in  the  old  almshouse  among  the  sane  inmates  ;  so  that  the 
insane  are  to-day  forty-two,  equally  divided  between  the  sexes. 
In  the  whole  establishment  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  persons,  also  equally  divided    between  the  sexes  ;  leaving 
eighty-six  sane  inmates,  of  whom  twelve  are  children.     None  of 
these  children  have  been  here  long  ;  about  twenty  other  children 
are  maintained  by  Salem  in  the  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum.     Of  the 
twelve  now  here  seven  are  boys  and  five  girls,  of  whom  six  have 
mothers  in  the  almshouse,  and  two  have  a  mother  in  the  Salem 
jail.     The    usual    health    of    the    inmates  is  good,    and    medical 
attendance  is  regular  and  frequent ;  but  eight  of  the  insane  in- 
mates (two  men,  six  women)  have  died  within  the  past  six  months. 
The  superintendent  of  the  whole  establishment  is  Timothy  Lucy, 
here  two  years  ;  salary  $800. 

West  Newbury  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  — This  almshouse, 
visited  May  31,  1887,  is  about  a  mile  from  the  village  and  six 
miles  from  Groveland,  which  is  the  nearest  station.  It  is  a  new 
almshouse  built  last  year,  and  costing  over  $4,000.  It  is  a  little 
in  front  of  the  old  house,  is  of  wood  and  conveniently  arranged. 
On  the  first  floor  are  a  good  sized  dining-room  for  the  inmates, 
two  kitchens,  two  bed-rooms,  a  pantry,  a  small  sink-room  and 
two  rooms  occupied  by  the  superintendent.  On  the  second  floor 
there  are  six  sleeping-rooms,  and  there  are  two  finished  rooms  in 
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the  attic.  The  house  is  fitted  up  with  new  furniture,  the  bed- 
steads of  wood  ;  the  bed-clothing  was  ragged.  There  is  no  bath- 
room, a  great  fault  in  a  newly  built  house.  The  housekeeping  is 
very  poor  throughout ;  to  have  so  little  care  taken  of  this  new 
house  is  a  pity.  There  are  women  able  to  work,  and  with  fair 
supervision  everything  could  be  much  improved,  —  but  the  diffi- 
culty is  in  the  management.  The  house  is  heated  by  stoves  ; 
there  are  two  cisterns  in  the  cellar  for  rain  water  and  ihe  drinking 
water  is  from  wells.  Drainage  flows  off  some  way  from  the 
house  and  is  satisfactory.  The  superintendent,  William  Coleman, 
came  April  4th  ;  salary  $275  ;  he  has  had  charge  of  almshouses  in 
Nova  Scotia.  Of  the  inmates  one  is  a  man,  five  are  women  and 
six  children,  —  twelve  in  all ;  the  children  I  did  not  see,  for  they 
were  at  school.  Of  this  number  two  women  are  insane  and  one 
woman  demented. 

Franklin  County. 
Ashfield  (visited  by  the  Inspector) . —  This  almshouse,  visited 
September  23,  is  an  old  house  new  modelled,  standing  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  former  almshouse  at  South  Ashfield. 
The  present  building  is  on  a  hillside  commanding  an  extensive 
view,  and  pleasant  in  summer,  but  rather  bleak  in  winter. 
There  are  neighbors  near  by,  and  the  almshouse  farm,  which  is 
large,  is  well  cultivated.  The  house  to-day  was  found  in  good 
order,  and  the  four  inmates  (the  same  who  have  been  here  for 
three  years  past,  and  have  several  times  been  seen  by  the  In- 
spector) were  in  go  >d  condition.  One  of  them  is  a  woman  of 
ninety-eight,  another  a  woman  of  sixt}*-two ;  the  third  is  a  man 
of  sixty-six,  crippled  but  able  to  do  some  work  with  his  hands, 
and  quite  industrious;  the  fourth  is  a  sickly  young  man,  feeble 
in  mind,  of  twenty-five.  The  superintendent  has  been  here  three 
years,  salary  $225  ;  and  he  is  allowed  to  employ  persons  in  the 
house  and  on  the  farm  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  The  drains 
and  water  supply  are  good  ;  the  rooms  are  large,  well-furnished 
and  neat,  and  the  inmates  are  well  cared  for. 

Greenfield  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). —  The  almshouse  of  Green- 
field, visited  Aug.  30,  1887,  is  four  miles  from  the  village,  is  of 
wood,  two  stories  in  height,  painted  white,  with  two  ells,  each 
of  one  story.  The  rooms  are  many  of  them  smoked  and  need 
whitewashing,  and  the  walls  are  perforated  with  holes,  affording 
a  fine  retreat  for  vermin,  which  completely  infest  the  house.    The 
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furniture  is  old  and  poor  ;  some  of  the  bedsteads  are  corded,  as  in 
olden  times,  and  are  rickety.  There  is  one  kitchen  which  is  used 
as  a  dining-room  by  the  superintendent's  family  ;  and  the  inmates' 
dining-room  is  also  their  sitting-room.  There  are  two  bed-rooms 
on  this  floor,  and  eight  sleeping-rooms  in  the  second  story.  The 
bed-clothing  of  several  rooms  was  ragged,  though  the  sheets  and 
pillow-slips  were  fairly  clean  ;  the  bed-ticks  need  washing.  The 
inmates  were  well  clothed  and  are  contented,  apparently,  with 
their  home.  The  water  supply  is  from  springs,  and  is  plentiful. 
Drainage  satisfactory.  The  superintendent,  F.  M.  Legate,  has 
been  here  two  years  ;  salary  $500.  Of  the  seven  inmates,  one 
man,  three  women  and  three  children,  all  were  seen  by  me.  The 
mother  of  these  children  has  advertised  in  a  Greenfield  paper 
that  she  desires  some  one  to  adopt  her  children. 

Montague  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). —  The  almshouse  of  Montague, 
visited  Aug.  30,  1887,  is  about  two  and  one-half  miles  from 
Miller's  Falls  on  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  is  built  of  wood,  two, 
stories  in  height  and  has  an  ell.  There  is  one  room  used  as  a 
dining-room  and  kitchen,  and  a  large  room  between  this  and  the 
superintendent's  apartments,  which  might  be  an  inmates'  sitting- 
room,  but  at  present  is  not  used  at  all.  There  are  four  bed- 
rooms on  this  floor,  and  six  sleeping-rooms  on  the  second  story. 
The  kitchen  floor  is  badly  worn  in  holes,  and  should  be  new  laid, 
at  once.  Other  repairs  are  needed.  The  plastering  has  many 
holes;  the  vermin,  which  are  plentiful,  are  in  the  walls,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  exterminate  them.  The  housekeeping  is  poor  ;  the 
bedding  is  ragged,  but  clean  in  most  of  the  rooms.  The  floors 
were  dirty  and  the  house  badly  ventilated,  the  windows  being  all 
closed,  and  the  air  intolerable.  There  is  no  provision  for  bathing, 
and  the  inmates,  I  judge,  are  not  required  to  bathe.  A  short  dis- 
tance from  the  house  is  a  building  where  tramps  are  lodged,  in 
which  are  four  bunks  without  beds,  and  with  ragged  bed-clothes. 
The  superintendent,  A.  M.  Crittenden,  came  April  1,  1887;. 
salary  $350.  Of  the  six  inmates  four  are  men  and  two  women. 
One  man  and  one  woman  are  idiotic.     I  saw  all  but  one  man. 

Orange  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Oranges 
visited  Aug.  31,  1887,  is  about  five  miles  north  of  the  village.  I 
found  it  in  excellent  condition  from  attic  to  cellar.  The  inmates 
were   clean,  well    clothed  and    satisfied  with  their  surroundings 
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and  treatment.  As  they  are  women  and  all  able  to  work,  the 
matron  has  abundant  help  about  the  housework.  Some  of  them 
braid  men's  hats  for  men  who  bring  them  to  the  house.  The 
house  is  convenient,  roomy,  and  well  arranged  for  a  separation 
of  the  sexes  when  there  is  a  necessity.  There  is  a  sitting-room 
on  the  second  story  intended -for  men,  and  one  on  the  first  floor 
for  women.  The  dining-room  is  large  and  convenient.  There  is 
one  kitchen,  and  a  wash-room  where  cooking  is  done  in  hot 
weather.  The  water  supply  is  from  springs,  which  sometimes  do 
not  furnish  enough  ;  the  drainage  is  good.  The  diet  is  plentiful 
and  every  way  satisfactory.  In  summer  meat  is  provided  three 
times  a  day  ;  in  winter  they  have  breakfast  at  seven  o'clock  and 
dine  at  three,  having  but  two  meals.  The  superintendent  is 
Charles  Moore;  salary  $375.  Of  the  seven  inmates  all  are 
women  ;  two  are  insane,  one  idiotic.     I  saw  them  all. 


Shutesbury. —  This  almshouse,  though  small,  was  twice  visited 
during  the  year,  by  Mrs.  Brown  June  8,  and  by  the  Inspector 
Aug.  17,  1887.  Between  these  two  dates,  July  28,  a  citizen  of 
Shutesbury  made  written  complaints  concerning  the  almshouse 
management,  which  were  communicated  to  Mr.  Winter,  one  of 
the  Overseers,  in  August.  The  substance  of  the  whole  matter 
will  appear  below. 

Mrs.  Brown  says  :  — 

The  almshouse  of  Shutesbury  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  main 
road  in  a  field,  and  is  two  miles  from  the  village.  It  is  a  one-story  house 
painted  red  with  white  trimmings,  and  is  really  a  double  house  connected 
by  an  entry  or  passage-way.  There  are  two  kitchens,  one  of  them  being 
used  as  a  sitting-room  and  dining-room  by  the  inmates,  and  four  bed- 
rooms, one  of  which  is  used  by  an  insane  woman,  and  is  made  a  little 
stronger  and  more  secure.  Occasionally  this  woman  has  to  be  confined 
day  times,  for  when  she  is  violent  she  throws  knives,  scissors  or  anything 
else  available  at  any  one  she  meets.  The  furniture  of  the  house  is 
economical, —  very  old  wooden  bedsteads  in  the  sleeping-rooms,  provided 
with  feather  beds.  The  beds  and  the  clothes  are  clean,  and  the  house 
generally  is  in  good  order.  In  two  of  the  sleeping-rooms  the  inmates 
are  provided  with  cheap  bed-clothing  because  they  are  destructive. 
The  inmates  said  they  were  kindly  treated,  and  I  am  confident,  after  a 
careful  inspection,  and  talking  freely  with  the  matron  and  others,  that  the 
persons  in  charge  are  kind  and  conscientious  people.  The  water  supply 
is  from  springs,  and  the  drainage  is  satisfactory.  The  superintendent, 
Willard  Stowell,  has  been  in  charge  three  years ;  salary  $ 300.  There  are 
seven  inmates,  three  men  and  four  women.    Two  of  the  men  are  idiotic, 
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one  woman  is  insane  and   one   idiotic.     I  saw  all  but   one  man,  who  was 
absent  at  work. 

Mr.  Johnson,  the  resident  of  Shutesbury  above  mentioned. 
says  :  "  I  have  heard  the  inmates  complain,  within  two  years, 
of  some  ill-treatment,  particularly  J.  S.  Rockwood  and  Aaron 
Bosworth,  and  I  have  heard  from  others  that  G.  W.  Sanderson 
and  his  son  Albert  were  also  ill-treated  by  the  present  superin- 
tendent. Mr.  Stowell  has  charge  of  the  highways,  and  is  absent 
a  great  deal,  and  the  matron  is  often  ill.  The  cooking  for  the 
inmates  is  quite  distinct  from  that  for  the  superintendent,  and  is 
done  nearly  all  by  the  inmates,  who  do  most  of  the  housework." 

The  Inspector  reports,  August  17,  as  follows  :  — 

I  have  to-day  visited  the  almshouse  in  this  towm,  concerning  which  Mr. 
Edwin  L.  Johnson,  a  citizen  of  Shutesbury,  has  recently  made  complaint. 
I  found  there  six  of  the  seven  inmates  named  by  Mrs.  Brown  in  her  report 
of  June  8,  viz.  :  —  J.  R.,  A.  S.,  E.  L.,  C.  B  and  her  son  Lorenzo,  and  Emma 
P.  Julia  P.,  although  in  the  house  at  the  time,  was  not  among  the  other 
inmates.  The  matron  and  superintendent  were  both  absent.  C.  B.,  fifty- 
seven  years  old  but  able  to  do  some  work,  had  charge  of  the  family  in  their 
absence.  She  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  take  care  of  her  own  feeble-minded 
son,  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  who  is  an  inmate,  but  she  is  quite  unfit  to 
look  after  so  many  helpless  and  incapable  persons.  Mr. Rockwood,  whom  I 
saw  and  talked  with,  is  nearly  seventy,  and  is  so  paralyzed  that  he  can 
neither  sit  up  in  bed,  nor  move  himself,  nor  feed  himself  without  assist- 
ance, an  J  he  needs  more  care  than  he  evidently  receives.  He  complains 
that  his  food  is  not  always  sufficient  nor  of  good  quality;  and  to-day  it 
could  not  have  been  properly  served.  Albert  S.  is  a  demented  epileptic, 
forty-five  years  old,  who  has  scarcely  a  vestige  of  mind  remaining  and  needs 
to  be  watched  and  cared  for  habitually.  I  found  him  sitting  in  a  chair,  to 
which  he  seemed  to  be  fastened,  in  Mr.  Rockwrood's  room,  but  he  neither 
saw  me,  heard  me,  nor  paid  any  attention  to  what  was  going  on.  This  is 
the  man  who  is  often  chained  out  doors,  to  keep  him  from  wandering 
away.  He  cannot  receive  suitable  care  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
almshouse  as  I  saw  it.  The  other  four  inmates  were  seated  at  supper 
when  I  entered  the  house,  about  6.15  p.m.  Emma  P.  is  a  cripple  who 
wheels  herself  about  in  a  chair,  in  which  she  was  sitting  at  the  table.  Near 
her  was  E.  L. ,  an  idiotic  woman  of  fifty-five ;  on  the  other  side  was  Lorenzo 
B.,  and  at  the  head  of  the  table,  which  was  set  in  the  kitchen,  was  Mrs.  B. 
who  had  prepared  the  meal  and  was  presiding  over  it.  There  was  plenty 
of  food,  but  poorly  served.  Mrs.  B.  informed  me  that  Mrs.  Stowell,  the 
matron,  had  been  away  since  morning  "  at  the  mineral  springs"  in  New 
Salem,  and  that  Mr.  Stowell,  the  almshouse  keeper,  had  been  away  all  day, 
working  on  the  roads,  of  which  he  has  the  care.  This  often  keeps  him 
absent  from  the  house.  As  I  was  returning  through  the  woods  to  North 
Dana  I  met  Mr.    Stowell  about  7  p.m.,  going  home   on  his   ox-cart,   and 
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stopped  to  talk  with  him.  He  was  not  aware  that  his  wife  was  absent,  he 
said.  In  regard  to  the  need  of  repairs  on  the  almshouse  he  said  some- 
thing would  be  done  by  the  town  this  year. 

In  the  absence  of  all  the  persons  whose  statements  might  correct  any 
mistakes  made  by  the  sick  and  feeble-minded  inmates,  I  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  investigate  the  charges  of  cruelty,  etc.  I  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Henry  C.  Winter,  one  of  the  overseers,  who  lives  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  almshouse,  and  visits  it  occasionally.  He  said  the  over- 
seers were  satisfied  with  the  management,  and  that  they  approved  of  Mr. 
Stowell's  request  to  Mrs.  Edwin  Johnson,  that  she  and  her  family,  who  are 
connections  of  Mr.  Rockwood,  should  cease  to  visit  the  almshouse.  In 
my  opinion  the  Shutesbury  almshouse  is  an  unfit  place  for  the  town's  poor, 
because  so  remote  from  neighbors,  so  much  out  of  repair,  and  receiving 
so  little  of  the  personal  service  of  responsible  people.  Of  the  inmates 
several  are  cases  which  cannot  be  properly  cared  for  except  in  an  estab- 
lishment on  a  larger  scale,  where  hired  persons  can  look  after  them.  In 
some  respects  I  believe  the  management  to  be  good,  in  others  very  defec- 
tive. Concerning  the  charge  of  cruelty  I  have  nothing  to  say,  for  lack  of 
evidence ;  but  no  almshouse  can  ordinarily  escape  such  charges  unless 
it  is  frequently  visited  by  the  overseers  and  other  citizens  of  the  town. 

Warwick  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  Warwick  Almshouse, 
visited  Aug.  31,  1887,  is  three  miles  from  the  village,  old  and 
inconvenient.  The  rooms  are  large  and  quite  clean,  but  repairs 
are  very  much  needed.  There  is  a  kitchen  which  is  used  as  a 
dining-room  ;  one  of  the  two  inmates  eats  at  the  superintendent's 
table,  and  the  other,  who  is  subject  to  fits,  eats  by  himself. 
There  are  two  sleeping-rooms  on  the  first  floor  and  four  large 
sleeping-rooms  on  the  second  floor.  The  furniture  is  old,  the 
bedsteads  of  wood,  corded  with  ropes,  and  provided  with  straw 
and  feather  beds,  which  are  comfortable.  The  water  supply  is 
from  springs,  and  is  said  to  be  "insufficient.  The  drainage  is 
objectionable.  There  are  two  inmates,  men,  and  one  is  insane, 
viz.  :  — 

E.  P.,  28  ;  insane,  at  times  troublesome,  but  sometimes  is  able  to  work; 
I  did  not  see  him. 

A.  R.,  42;  blind,  was  also  away,  sawing  wood  for  a  neighbor.  The 
superintendent,  W.  E.  Johnson,  has  been  here  a  year;  salary  $200. 

Hampden  County. 

Granville    (Dr.  Prentiss). —  This  town,  visited  August  19, 

has  no  almshouse,  but  keeps  its  poor  in  the  house  of  William  H. 

Roberts,  nearly  a  mile  south  of  the  direct  road  between  Granville 

and  West  Granville.     This  house  was  long  ago  used  by  the  town 
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for  the  same  purpose,  is  old  and  not  very  large  ;  the  ell,  which 
has  been  added  for  the  paupers,  is  not  in  good  repair,  but 
weather-proof.  It  contains  a  large  kitchen  or  day-room  and 
two  small  sleeping-rooms  opening  into  it ;  above  these  rooms, 
the  upper  story  is  unfinished,  but  has  a  room  roughly  par- 
titioned off.  I  found  five  paupers  boarding  here  at  $2.00  per 
week;  one  man  (S.  S.,  80)  is  insane  in  consequence  of 
epilepsy,  and  one  woman  (J.  P.,  60,  whom  I  did  not  see)  is 
insane,  apparently,  though  when  she  was  sent  to  the  Northamp- 
ton Hospital  she  was  discharged  as  not  insane,  according  to  Mr. 
Roberts.  The  insane  man  has  not  been  in  any  hospital.  He 
occupies  one  of  the  small  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  about  seven 
feet  square,  amply  lighted,  but  not  in  good  repair.  He  was  lying 
in  bed,  —  a  wooden  bedstead  with  a  straw  bed  on  it.  sheets  and  a 
woollen  comforter,  in  which  he  was  wrapped.  He  was  not  clean, 
and  did  not  seem  well  cared  for  ;  the  room  itself  was  fairly  clean. 
He 'paid  no  attention  to  me.  but  at  ftmes  is  better  and  walks 
about.  He  is  cared  for  by  Mrs.  Roberts,  her  husband  being 
nearly  blind.  The  insane  or  feeble-minded  woman  was  away 
picking  berries ;  she  is  described  as  obstinate  and  otherwise 
troublesome.  She  refuses  to  lodge  in  the  main  house,  where  the 
pauper  women  sometimes  sleep,  but  occupies  the  unfinished  room 
in  the  attic  above  mentioned.  Outside  this  room  the  attic  con- 
tains three  beds,  now  occupied  by  two  of  the  pauper  men  and  a 
boy  of  Mr.  Roberts.  The  sane  paupers  were  decently  dressed, 
and  appeared  satisfied  with  their  home.  The  boy  above  men- 
tioned is  seventeen  ;  he  was  formerly  a  pauper,  but  now  works 
for  his  board ;  he  is  feeble-minded.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts 
appear  to  be  kind,  and  to  give  their  boarders  the  best  care  they 
can.  Another  pauper  fully  supported  boards  with  his  son-in- 
law,  some  miles  away,  at  the  same  price  of  $2.00  a  week. 

Springfield  (Dr.  Prentiss). — This  almshouse  was  visited 
Oct.  4,  1887.  Its  general  appearance  was  very  good.  The 
Asylum,  being  recently  built,  is  in  perfect  repair  and  was  fouud 
clean  and  in  good  order.  The  main  almshouse  shows  the  marks 
of  use,  and  is  in  need  of  extensive  repairs,  especially  on  the 
men's  side  of  the  house  ;  the  walls  of  the  wards  and  sleeping- 
rooms  are  soiled,  and  the  plastering  is  broken  in  many  places. 
In  lieu  of  plastering  it  is  intended  to  use  iron  sheathing.  The 
hospital  building  is  in  good  condition.     The  asylum  seems  well 
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constructed  and  equipped  for  the  chronic  insane.      It  is  of  two 
stories  above  a  basement,  like  the  almshouse  building,  —  stands  a 
little  to  the  west  of  it,  and  is  connected  in  the  basement  by   a 
corridor.     In   most  respects  it  is  independent  of  the  almshouse, 
having  distinct  heating  and   domestic  arrangements.     The  base- 
ment contains  the  laundry,  kitchen,  store-rooms,  etc.  ;  in  the  two 
stories   above  are  the   wards   for  the  insane.     The   eastern   and 
larger  section  of  the   building   is   assigned  to   insane  women,  the 
men,  who  are  fewer,  occupy  the  smaller  section.     Each  section  has 
a  large  airing  court   and    is  well   supplied  with  bath-rooms   and 
water-closets  on  each  floor.     The  sleeping-rooms  (a  large  asso- 
ciated  dormitory  with  several  single  rooms  in   each  section)  are 
light,  cheerful  and  well-furnished.     Between  the  two  sections  are 
four  strong  rooms,  two  of  which  are  dark,  which  rarely  have  an 
occupant.     The  women's   wards  have   two  hired  attendants,  the 
men's  none.    The  whole  number  of  almshouse  inmates  is  one  hun- 
dred and  three,  forty-four  men,  fifty-five  women  and  four  children. 
Of  these,  thirty-five  are  insane,  —  fourteen   men  and  twenty-one 
women.     Sixteen  of  the  thirty-five — ten  men  and  six  women  — 
were  brought  from  the  Northampton  Hospital   in    1886,  and  all 
the  others  except  three,  who  are  not  known  to  have  had  any  hos- 
pital  treatment,  and  one  who  was  a  patient  at  Worcester  many 
years  ago,  have  been  at  Northampton  in  former  years.     Before 
the    building    of   the   asylum   in    1885-6    it    occasionally   became 
necessary  to  send  back  to   the   hospital  patients  who   had  been 
removed   to   the  almshouse  ;    the    better  facilities  for  their   care 
now   admit  of  their  remaining  in  the   asylum.     The  amount    of 
restraint  here   does  not  seem  too  great,  though  several  of  either 
sex  have  periods  of  excitement  when  seclusion  becomes  needful, 
and  some  restraint  is  also  necessary.      I  found  none  in   seclusion 
to-day  j    but  in   the  airing  court  were  four  men,  two  of  whom, 
VV.  S.  and  C.  P.,  had  their  hands  confined,  one  by   a  belt  and 
wristers,   the  other  by   a   camisole,  to   prevent  destroying  their 
clothing.      W.    D.,   accounted   the   most   violent  and    dangerous 
inmate,   was  pacing  the  yard   without  restraint.     A  number   of 
men  and  women  were  found  at  the  dinner-tables  in   their  respec- 
tive quarters,  and  others  in  the  laundry  and  kitchen  ;  but  most  of 
them  were  in  the  wards,  conducting  themselves  properly.     A  few 
of  the  insane  retain  their  former  lodgings  in  the  almshouse  build- 
ing, and  have  the  freedom  allowed  to  the  sane  paupers.     There 
is  room  for  more  in   the  asylum,  and  it  is  expected  that  more 
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removals  will   soon    be  made  from    the    Northampton  Hospital, 
where  there  are  now  nineteen  Springfield  patients. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  almshouse  is  usually  small. 
One  of  the  four  is  a  boy  of  six,  who  has  a  spinal  complaint,  for 
which  he  is  soon  to  go  to  a  hospital ;  the  other  three  are  illegiti- 
mate infants,  two  of  them  with  their  mothers.  It  has  long  been 
the  rule  to  remove  the  pauper  children  of  Springfield  into  private 
families  as  early  as  practicable,  and  the  city  usually  boards  about 
twenty  such,  exclusive  of  those  children  sent  to  the  Hampden 
County  Truant  School.  Mr.  Chaclwick  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  almshouse  a  long  time,  and  has  done  much  good  work  in 
the  management  of  the  house  and  the  improvement  of  the  farm, 
which  is  yearly  increasing  in  productiveness,  and  gives  occupation 
to  all  the  men  capable  of  work,  requiring  besides  the  labor  of 
two  hired  men.  The  domestic  service  is  harder  to  manage, 
though  under  the  supervision  of  the  capable  matron  tine  inmates 
do  a  good  deal  of  the  plain  work.  The  superintendent  and 
matron  receive  $800  a  year ;  the  cost  of  regular  and  transient 
help  is  nearly  $2,500  more.  The  average  cost  of  support  is  about 
$2.60  per  week. 

Tolland  (Dr.  Prentiss). —  The  poor  of  Tolland,  visited 
August  20,  are  kept  together  at  the  house  of  Frank  Barnes  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  a  young  man,  living  with  his  wife  in 
the  house  of  a  kinsman  whose  farm  he  carries  on.  He  has  taken 
the  poor  to  board  for  two  years  ;  this  year  he  has  three,  for  whom 
he  is  paid  $320  a  year,  or  about  $2.00  a  week.  One  of  these  is 
his  mother,  an  epileptic  and  demented  woman  in  fair  health  and 
stout,  and  able  to  do  some  work.  She  is  properly  cared  for, 
which  has  not  always  been  the  case.  The  other  two  boarders  are 
men,  one  of  them  eighty-two,  and  somewhat  wandering  in  mind  ; 
the  other,  forty,  seems  to  be  in  consumption,  and  his  disease 
makes  him  sensitive  and  irritable,  so  that  he  made  some  com- 
plaints concerning  his  treatment,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  well- 
founded.  These  two  men  occupy  two  beds  in  one  large  chamber ; 
they  are  well  provided  for.  but  do  not  agree.  The  whole  family 
were  found  dining  at  two  tables  ;  the  Barnes  family  at  one  and 
the  paupers  at  another,  in  the  same  kitchen,  and  all  eating  the 
same  kind  of  food,  which  was  wholesome  and  sufficient. 
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Hampshire  County. 
Amherst  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown)  . —  This  almshouse,  visited  August 
8,  is  a  new  and  large  wooden  building  in  the  village  of  South 
Amherst,  pleasantly  located,  but  the  exterior  is  better  than  the 
interior.  There  are  two  wings,  one  for  the  women,  the  other  for 
the  men  ;  the  sexes  eat  at  the  same  table,  but  are  otherwise  well 
separated.  The  women's  wing,  containing  six  inmates,  is  heated 
by  a  furnace,  the  rest  of  the  house  by  stoves.  On  the  women's 
side  there  are  six  bed-rooms  on  the  first  floor,  besides  a  strong 
room  with  a  wire  screen  at  the  window  and  a  barred  door  ;  in  the 
second  story  are  eight  bed-rooms.  On  the  men's  side  there  are 
four  bed-rooms  and  a  strong  room  down-stairs,  but  the  second 
story  is  unfinished,  for  there  are  but  three  men  and  a  boy  on  this 
side.  The  strong  room  is  seldom  used  ;  the  sleeping-rooms  have 
iron  bedsteads,  some  with  mattresses  and  some  with  feather  beds  ; 
these,  and  the  bedding,  are  much  the  same  as  in  the  average 
almshouse.  In  the  cellar  is  a  room  for  washing.  The  superin- 
tendent has  been  here  three  years ;  salary  $300.  Of  the  ten 
inmates  one  woman  is  insane,  another  deaf  and  dumb,  and  one 
man  is  feeble-minded  ;  the  boy  is  three  years  old. 

Hadley  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Hadley, 
visited  Aug.  9,  1887,  is  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Hadley  Centre 
and  midway  from  Northampton  to  Amherst.  The  building  is  two 
stories  in  height,  with  a  one  and  a  half  story  ell,  the  whole  once 
painted  white,  but  a  long  time  ago  —  yet  the  house  is  in  com- 
fortable repair.  The  housekeeping  is  below  the  average ;  the 
rooms  were  none  of  them  neat  nor  in  order.  The  inmates,  how- 
ever, appeared  contented  with  everything,  and  the  adults  were 
pretty  clean,  but  the  clothing  of  the  children  was  not  in  good 
condition.  The  bedsteads  are  of  wood,  and  corded  as  in  days 
long  since  gone  by,  and  they  are  rickety  and  worthless.  Some 
of  the  bed-clothing  is  good,  but  much  is  ragged  and  should  be 
replaced  The  kitchen  is  the  inmates'  dining-room,  and  there  are 
also  two  sitting-rooms  and  three  bed-rooms  on  this  floor,  the 
former  for  the  superintendent.  Upstairs  there  are  seven  bed- 
rooms ;  some  of  the  beds  are  of  straw,  some  of  husks  and  some 
of  feathers.  There  is  no  bath-room,  yet  the  inmates  bathe  once 
a  week  from  pails.  The  drainage  has  been  improved  this  sum- 
mer, and  is  now  carried  across  the  street  under  ground.  There 
are  seven  inmates,  two  men,  three  women,  one  of  whom  is  insane, 
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and  two  children.  One  of  the  men  is  blind,  and  the  insane 
woman  is  mother  of  one  of  the  children.  She  does  some  work, 
but  is  at  times  troublesome. 

Northampton  (H.  C.  Prentiss). —  The  almshouse  of  North- 
ampton, visited  May  31,  1887,  has  twelve  inmates  of  whom  ten 
are  paupers,  —  three  men  and  seven  women.  Three  of  the 
women  are  insane,  have  been  here  a  long  time,  and  were  described 
in  previous  reports  :  — 

E.  D.,  28;  C.  (sometimes  called  E.)  H.,  53;  and  E.  H.,  49. 
All  are  usually  quiet  and  tractable  (the  last  named  has  never 
been  otherwise),  and  all  are  in  excellent  condition  E.  D.  has 
occasional  periods  of  violent  excitement,  and  then  is  confined  to 
her  room  for  weeks  ;  and  C.  H.  is  easily  stirred  to  anger  and 
threatening  talk.  Miss  H.  has  a  room  to  herself,  and  prepares 
her  own  meals  now  as  she  did  when  brought  to  the  almshouse 
with  her  father.  L.  J.,  an  insane  woman  who  was  at  the  alms- 
house last  year,  —  a  suicidal  case, —  died  in  September  last.  I  saw 
all  the  inmates,  they  were  contented  and  comfortable.  Two  are 
boarders,  and  not  reported  by  the  overseers  among  the  paupers, 
viz.  :  C.  B.  (about  70),  a  pensioner;  H.  C,  whose  friends  pay. 

The  house  was  found  in  some  confusion  this  morning,  for 
painters  and  carpenters  were  busy  with  repairs,  which  are  making 
the  paupers'  quarters  more  convenient  and  pleasant.  They  will 
now  have  a  special  day-room,  dining-room,  and  kitchen.  All  this 
portion  of  the  house  is  to  be  thoroughly  repaired,  and  promises 
to  be  good  enough  for  almshouse  rooms.  Some  new  furniture 
will  be  provided.  The  present  city  officials  are  quite  as  liberal  as 
former  ones.  A  more  abundant  supply  of  water  has  been  secured 
this  year,  some  grading  of  the  premises  has  been  done,  and  the 
general  condition  is  much  more  satisfactory  than  I  have  ever 
seen  it.  When  the  repairs  are  finished  the  house  will  serve 
well  for  years  to  come,  or  until  the  needs  of  the  city  outgrow 
its  capacity.  Ultimately,  unless  it  is  thought  advisable  to  have  a 
larger  farm,  some  permanent  enlargement  or  reconstruction  will 
be  required.  Occasionally  paupers  of  other  towns  are  boarded 
here  ;  last  winter  a  Westhampton  pauper  was  brought  in  a  very 
filthy  condition  from  a  private  family,  where  he  had  been  kept 
long  in  a  slovenly  way  by  a  woman  who  neglected  him.  The 
Westhampton  authorities  removed  him  as  soon  as  his  condition 
became  known,  but  he  died  in  a  fortnight  after  admission.     He 
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was  not  reported  as  insane,  but  seems  to  have  been  nearly  so, 
besides  being  lame  and  helpless. 

Mr.  Damon  and  wife  remain  in  charge  of  the  establishment, 
and  have  certainty  done  good  work  there.  A  fixed  salary  would 
be  better  than  the  present  uncertain  compensation  from  the  board 
of  inmates ;  but  there  seems  no  disposition  to  give  up  the  old 
method  of  carrying  on  the  almshouse,  which  under  a  poor  super- 
intendent might  lead  to  abuse  of  the  inmates. 

When  visited  November  23d,  the  almshouse  was  in  better  condi- 
tion than  ever  before.  The  inmates  numbered  sixteen,  four  being 
insane  women,  the  sane  paupers  eleven,  of  whom  three  were 
young  children,  aged  respectively  nine,  eight  and  two  and  one- 
half  years.  One  has  an  insane  mother,  M.  C,  38,  in  the  house; 
one  is  too  young  to  place  out,  and  the  other,  R.  C,  8,  is  an 
idiotic  girl  suitable  for  the  School  for  Feeble-Minded .  Upon 
careful  inquiry  none  of  the  city  insane  at  the  hospital  were 
deemed  fit  for  support  at  the  almshouse. 

Prescott  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). —  Affairs  at  the  Prescott  Alms- 
house during  the  year  have  been  such  as  to  require  an  extended 
notice  of  the  circumstances  under  which  this  almshouse  was  first 
closed,  and  then  sold.  It  has  long  been  unsuitable  for  occupa- 
tion, being  very  old  and  out  of  repair  ;  nor  has  the  town  really 
needed  an  almshouse,  the  number  of  its  sane  poor  being  very 
small.  No  insane  persons  being  reported  by  the  overseers 
among  its  inmates,  it  was  not  visited  during  1885-6  ;  but  in 
November,  1885,  it  received  as  an  inmate  a  poor  widow,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Lindsay,  who  had  become  insane,  and  should  have  been 
sent  to  the  Northampton  Hospital,  as  another  insane  woman  of 
Prescott  was  sent,  in  the  summer  of  1887.  Being  in  the  town 
almshouse,  and  the  matron  not  understanding  how  to  treat  an 
insane  person,  she  seems  to  have  been  at  times  harshly  dealt 
with,  and  at  other  times  allowed  much  freedom.  Respectable 
persons,  living  in  Prescott  and  its  vicinity,  assert  that  she  was 
sometimes  whipped,  and  otherwise  ill-treated  ;  and  it  seems  prob- 
able that  this  was  the  case,  although  no  official  investigation  has 
disclosed  the  exact  facts.  The  general  circumstances  attending 
the  case  were  investigated  by  Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown  March  30,  by 
Dr.  Hitchcock,  chairman  of  the  Lunacy  Committee,  April  12,  and 
by  the  Inspector  of  Charities  April  21  and  Aug.  17,  1887.  The 
admitted  facts  appear  to  be  as  follows  :  — 
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Mary  A.  Packard,  a  native  of  Prescott,  married  Joseph  Lindsay  of  that 
town  some  twenty  years  since,  and  lived  with  him  for  many  years  on  a 
small  farm  of  his,  not  far  from  the  village  and  railroad  station  of  North 
Dana.  He  is  reported  to  have  been  a  worthy,  industrious  man,  but  not 
very  successful,  so  that  at  his  death,  some  time  before  1880,  he  left  his 
farm  mortgaged  and  his  widow  and  son  in  straitened  circumstances . 
They  struggled  along  on  the  farm  for  some  years,  but  grew  more  in  debt 
and  encountered  other  misfortunes  which  finally  made  Mrs.  Lindsay  insane. 
The  exact  date  of  her  insanity  at  first  appearance  is  unknown,  but  in 
November,  1885,  when  she  was  sent  (against  her  will,  it  is  said)  to  the 
town  almshouse,  some  six  miles  away,  she  seems  to  have  been  laboring 
under  melancholia  in  a  recent  and  curable  form.  Of  her  treatment  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vaughan,  who  kept  the  Prescott  Almshouse,  there  are  various 
accounts.  She  occasionally  wore  a  ball  and  chain  to  prevent  her  escape, 
and  Mrs.  Vaughan  informed  Dr.  Hitchcock  that  she  had  once  been  whipped 
by  her.  She  was  apparently  offered  sufficient  food  and,  when  she  would 
eat,  which  was  not  always  the  case,  she  seems  to  have  digested  her  food 
well.  At  times  she  had  lucid  intervals,  when  she  is  described  as  "  quite 
reasonable  "  ;  at  other  times  she  was  in  a  condition  of  acute  melancholia, 
—  declared  that  she  must  starve  to  death  or  freeze  to  death,  and  was 
plainly  suicidal.  She  often  tried  to  escape  from  the  almshouse,  not 
apparently  because  she  felt  herself  ill-treated,  but  because  of  her  insane 
mood,  which  made  her  shun  society  and  welcome  death.  She  had  starved 
herself  and  her  son  at  the  farmhouse  where  she  lived  before  going  to  the 
almshouse :  had  run  away  from  the  almshouse  and  hidden  herself  during 
1886,  and  was  nearly  famished  when  she  was  found  in  the  woods.  She 
finally  ran  away  March  5,  1887,  towards  midnight,  in  a  violent  snow  storm, 
and  never  returned  alive. 

On  the  day  preceding  her  escape  she  was  not  specially  excited  or  raving, 
and  had  not  been  chained  or  otherwise  disciplined  so  far  as*known.  The 
almshoiise-keeper  was  absent  in  the  afternoon  and  did  not  return  till  late 
at  night,  after  which,  at  about  11  p.  m.,  Mrs.  Vaughan,  the  matron,  who 
had  been  taking  care  of  another  inmate  (a  sick  woman,  since  dead) ,  lay 
down  to  sleep.  Mrs.  Lindsay  had  promised  to  watch  with  the  invalid,  and 
was  in  the  sick  room  with  her,  while  the  snow  storm  was  raging  furiously 
outside.  At  some  time  after  midnight  Mrs.  Vaughan  woke  up  and  learned 
from  the  sick  woman  that  Mrs.  Lindsay  had,  about  midnight,  opened  a 
window  in  the  sick  room  (which  was  tightly  closed  and  sealed  up  with 
strips  of  paper  to  keep  out  the  cold)  and  gone  out.  Her  tracks  were 
visible  in  the  snow  for  a  little  way,  and  Mr.  Vaughan  took  his  lantern 
and  followed  in  that  direction,  supposing  that  she  had  gone  towards  her 
old  home,  six  miles  south,  near  which  her  son  was  then  living.  She  had, 
in  fact,  taken  that  course,  but  saw  the  lantern  of  her  pursuers  and  turned 
aside  into  the  woods,  where  she  knelt  down  and  watched  the  light  of  the 
lantern  till  it  passed  by  her  on  the  roadway.  She  then  had  apparently 
fallen  asleep  while  on  her  knees,  with  her  head  resting  against  a  tree,  and 
in  that  position  seems  to  have  died  from  cold  and  exposure,  perhaps  with- 
out waking  up.     The  snow  fell  heavily  and  concealed  her  from  view  after 


94  LUNACY  AND  CHARITY.  [Jan. 

ALMSHOUSE    VISITATION HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY. 


she  had  fallen  over  sidewise  or  backward,  either  from  exhaustion  or  after 
death,  and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  discover  her  the  next  morning  if 
a  general  search  had  been  made.  Not  finding  any  trace  of  her  that  night 
Mr.  Vaughan  went  on  to  Mr.  Lincoln's,  near  North  Dana,  where  her  son 
was  living,  and  not  only  notified  him  of  his  mother's  escape  but  took  him 
back  to  the  almshouse,  from  which  the  next  day  they  went  forth  to  search 
for  her.  They  passed  again  near  the  place  where  she  was  found  four 
weeks  later  but  could  find  no  sign  of  her ;  and  the  son  says  that  he  had 
continued  the  search  at  intervals  for  a  week.  As  the  snow  continued  to  be 
deep  no  further  effort  was  made  to  find  her  until  about  the  21st  of  March, 
when,  after  a  thaw,  some  of  the  citizens  are  said  to  have  made  a  search, 
but  a  new  snow  storm  came  and  nothing  was  discovered.  Mrs.  Brown, 
who  was  directed  on  the  2(>th  of  March  to  visit  Prescott  and  learn  the  facts 
(briefly  reported  by  Dr.  Foskett,  of  North  Dana,  on  the  25th  of  March), 
reached  Prescott  on  the  30th,  and  saw  the  almshouse-keeper  and  one  of  the 
selectmen,  to  whom  she  expressed  her  surprise  that  further  search  had  not 
been  made.  Partly  in  consequence  of  this  the  selectmen  of  Prescott  issued 
orders  for  a  search  on  Sunday  the  3d  of  April,  that  being  the  day  when 
the  most  people  could  be  got  together  —  and  in  the  course  of  that  Sunday 
the  body  of  Mrs.  Lindsay  was  found.  The  snow  had  melted  away  from 
the  head  and  a  portion  of  the  body  but  it  was  still  enveloped  in  the  snow  as 
far  as  the  waist,  and  the  limbs  and  lower  part  of  the  body  remained  frozen. 
The  exposed  parts  had  been  gnawed  by  small  beasts  and  disfigured  by 


Mrs.  Brown's  account  of  the  place  from  which  Mrs.  Lindsay 
escaped  is  as  follows  :  — 

The  almshouse  of  Prescott,  visited  March  30,  1887,  is  four  miles  from 
the  village  in  *the  northwest  corner  of  the  town,  not  far  from  Cooleyville. 
It  is  the  mere  shell  of  a  building  beyond  repair;  in  a  hard  rain  storm  it 
affords  poor  protection  and  is  unfit  for  any  purpose  but  to  tear  down.  The 
kitchen  is  of  good  size;  the  sink  is  of  one  piece  of  granite  placed  upon 
rickety  woodwork.  On  the  first  floor  are  three  bedrooms  ;  one  of  them,  for 
an  insane  person,  is  very  small  with  bars  upon  the  window  and  door ;  out 
of  this  room  is  a  privy.  The  second  story  has  three  rooms,  two  of  which 
have  bars  on  the  windows ;  the  sashes  are  so  poor  as  to  make  it  necessary 
to  paste  on  strips  of  cloth  to  hold  in  the  glass.  I  noticed  many  broken 
lights.  The  furniture  is  only  fit  for  firewood,  the  bedsteads  are  full  of 
vermin  and  the  bedclothing  comfortable  as  to  quantity,  but  not  clean.  No 
bathing  facilities,  —  in  fact,  the  whole  establishment  is  greatly  behind  the 
times.  Soon  the  matter  is  to  be  discussed  in  town  meeting,  and  a  new  and 
better  house  is  hoped  for  by  many,  or  else  the  town  may  board  out  the 
poor,  which,  with  the  present  small  number,  would  undoubtedly  be  cheaper 
and  better.  The  water  supply  and  the  drainage  are  good.  The  superin- 
tendent, Walter  Vaughan,  has  been  in  charge  a  year ;  salary,  $ 300.  There 
is  now  but  one  inmate  since  Mrs.  Lindsay's  death,  a  woman,  M.  L.,  62,  who 
is  feeble. 
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This  was  the  inmate  whom  Mrs.  Lindsay  was  watching  at  the 
time  of  her  escape  and  death  ;  and  this  woman  died  early  in 
April.  The  scandal  caused  by  Mrs.  Lindsay's  death  led  the 
town  to  vote  that  the  almshouse  be  closed,  and  the  stock  and 
furniture  sold.  This  had  been  done  early  in  May,  and  in  August, 
when  the  Inspector  last  visited  Prescctt,  he  passed  the  almshouse, 
then  uninhabited,  and  said  to  be  for  sale 

Middlesex  County. 
Acton  (F.  B.  Sanborn). — The  Acton  Almshouse,  visited  June 
24,  is  an  old  farmhouse  built  a  hundred  years  ago,  one  and  one- 
half  miles  northwest  of  the  Monument,  and  three  miles  from  the 
South  Acton  station,  on  the  Fitchburg  road.  It  is  in  good  repair, 
on  a  large  farm,  devoted  to  milk  and  fruit  chiefly.  There  were 
four  inmates  to-day,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  weak-minded  and 
elderly  persons,  who  have  been  at  the  almshouse  from  six  to  ten 
years.  They  were  found  neatly  dressed  and  well  cared  for,  as 
usual.  The  buildings  were  in  good  condition,  having  been 
repaired  a  few  years  since,'  and  there  is  room  for  many  more 
inmates  than  now  occupy  them. 

Bedford. — This  almshouse  was  visited  both  by  the  Inspector 
and  by  Mrs.  Brown.      The  following  is  Mrs.  Brown's  account :  — 

The  almshouse  of  Bedford,  visited  July  9,  1887,  is  a  mile  north  of  the 
Middlesex  Central  station.  The  building  is  very  old,  is  of  wood,  and  two 
stories  in  height.  On  the  first  floor  are  two  dining-rooms,  a  bedroom, 
kitchen,  wash-room  and  pantry,  besides  the  superintendent's  sitting-room. 
On  the  second  floor  are  twelve  sleeping-rooms.  The  present  superintend- 
ent, J.  W.  Robinson,  who  came  in  April,  salary  $350,  says  he  found  the 
house  in  very  bad  condition.  They  have  since  painted,  papered  and  white- 
washed several  rooms,  and  now  the  general  appearance  is  good,  with  the 
exception  of  the  cellar.  I  found  the  house  in  order  and  clean.  The  bed- 
steads are  of  wood,  furnished  with  straw  and  feather  beds.  The  house  is 
somewhat  infested  with  vermin,  but  the  matron  is  using  her  energy  to 
exterminate  them.  A  considerable  quantity  of  bedclothing  has  been  made 
this  summer;  this  and  other  things  led  me  to  infer  that  the  persons  in 
charge  are  thrifty  and  will  improve  the  establishment.  In  the  dooryard  is 
the  town  lock-up  where  tramps  are  lodged.  Here  are  six  bunks  which  are 
furnished  with  very  dirty  bedclothing,  and  the  room  was  in  bad  condition 
from  recent  occupancy.  Of  the  six  inmates  two  are  men,  three  are  women, 
and  the  other  is  the  illegitimate  child  of  one  of  the  women,  who  is  insane 
and  was  formerly  a  patient  at  Worcester.  Another  woman  is  idiotic,  and 
a  third  came  recently  from  the  Sherborn  Prison,  and  seems  better  suited  to 
a  prison  than  an  almshouse. 
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On  the  day  of  the  Inspector's  visit  this  last-named  young 
woman  had  been  taken  before  the  court  in  the  hope  of  getting 
her  sentenced  to  some  prison,  but  the  judge  did  not  find  the  evi- 
dence sufficient,  and  she  was  brought  back  during  the  visit. 


Cambridge  (Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss). — The  city  almshouse, 
visited  Dec.  6,  1887,  is  the  same  building  which  has  been  often 
described,  but  has  been  much  improved  since  Mr.  Eldridge  has 
been  superintendent  (two  years),  and  these  improvements  are  still 
going  on.  A  fire  has  compelled  the  erection  of  a  new  brick  build- 
ing, which  will  contain  a  school-room  and  workshop  for  the  truant 
boys,  as  well  as  storage-rooms,  etc.,  downstairs.  The  heating 
apparatus  has  been  renewed  and  a  building  for  contagious  dis- 
eases provided.  The  removal  of  the  school-room  from  the  main 
stone  building  increases  the  space  there  for  almshouse  uses.  The 
inmates  were  seen  at  dinner  in  three  separate  dining  rooms,  the 
men  and  women  each  by  themselves,  and  the  truant  children  also 
dining  separately.  The  insane  men  (seven)  dine  with  the  other 
men,  and  the  insane  women  (eighteen)  with  the  other  women. 
The  insane  men  have  no  special  quarters  apart  from  the  sane,  but 
most  of  the  insane  women  lodge  in  the  attic  of  one  wing.  There 
is  no  detached  building  for  any  of  the  insane,  but  there  is  some 
talk  of  establishing  a  special  asylum  in  the  almshouse  grounds  for 
the  chronic  insane,  who  might  then  be  removed  from  the  hospitals 
in  greater  number  than  now. 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  seen  was  128,  of  whom  25  are 
insane,  27  are  children  and  76  are  the  ordinary  almshouse  popula- 
tion. The  truant  school,  which  is  a  part  of  the  almshouse,  con- 
tains 17  boys,  and  with  them  are  placed  and  taught  such  neglected 
children  as  are  sent  to  the  almshouse.  These  number  two  boys, 
and  there  are  three  girls  of  this  same  class  in  the  establishment. 
There  are  no  pauper  children  of  the  school  age  now  at  the  alms- 
house, for  since  the  law  of  last  winter  went  into  effect  all  such 
children  have  been  boarded  in  private  families.  At  present 
twelve  are  so  boarded,  five  in  one  family  at  Somerville,  two  in 
Methuen,  etc.  The  rate  of  board  is  $2.50  a  week,  which  seems 
large.  These  children  are  looked  after  by  the  Overseers'  visitor. 
There  are  five  pauper  children  in  the  almshouse,  all  under  three 
years  of  age.  — two  boys  and  three  girls,  all  illegitimate  but  one 
girl,  whose  mother  is  an  inmate.  The  truant  school  is  now  man- 
aged by  the  Overseers.     The  boys  attend  school  in  the  forenoon 
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and  in  the  afternoon  work  at  chair-seating,  an  industry  which  was 
introduced  a  year  ago  and  proves  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  school. 
The  teacher,  Miss  Fawcett,  resides  in  the  almshouse,  and  has 
other  duties  out  of  school  hours.  The  superintendent,  Martin  L. 
Eldridge,  receives  $1,200  a  year.  He  has  had  a  large  experience, 
and  the  almshouse  is  well  managed. 


Carlisle  (F.  B.  Sanborn).  —The  Carlisle  Almshouse,  visited 
by  the  Inspector  Sept.  15,  1887,  is  a  comparatively  new  house, 
cared  for  by  the  same  superintendent  (Mr.  Wilkins)  who  has  been 
here  most  of  the  time  for  twenty  years  ;  salary  $350.  Many  of 
the  inmates  have  also  been  here  a  long  time,  and  several  of  them 
belong  to  a  family  which  has  had  some  of  its  members  in  this 
almshouse  for  several  generations.  Eight  inmates  were  found 
here  to-day,  three  of  whom  were  grandson,  mother  and  grand- 
mother. None  are  insane,  but  nearly  all  are  feeble-minded, 
except  two  children,  C.  S.,  eight,  grandson  of  L  S  ,  71,  and  G.  H., 
a  girl  of  ten,  both  of  whom  go  to  school  during  term  time.  The 
other  inmates  are  three  men  and  three  women  ;  the  latter  do  most 
of  the  housework  and  the  men  give  some  aid  in  carrying  on  the 
farm.  The  water  supply  and  drainage  here  are  both  good  ;  the 
management  an  average  specimen  of  almshouse  care  in  the  small 
country  towns. 

Chelmsford  (F.  B.  Sanborn). — The  large  old  tavern  house, 
used  by  this  town  for  its  paupers  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  usually 
has  as  inmates  more  of  the  workmen  on  the  town  roads,  who 
board  here,  than  of  the  town  paupers,  who  are  few  in  number. 
When  visited  by  the  Inspector  Sept.  27,  1887,  there  were  only 
four  inmates,  all  women,  none  of  them  insane,  although  one  old 
lady  had  been  a  patient  at  the  Worcester  Hospital  many  years 
ago.  Two  of  these  women  are  over  70,  and  the  other  63  ;  a 
younger  woman,  M.  M.  C,  35,  is  feeble-minded,  and  has  been 
at  the  almshouse  most  of  the  time  for  twenty  years.  During  that 
time  she  has  given  birth  to  two  illegitimate  children,  neither  of 
whom  are  now  here.  The  superintendent,  N.  C.  Bean  (here  six 
years,  salary  $400),  and  his  wife  keep  the  almshouse  in  very  good 
condition,  although  the  drainage  is  at  times  imperfect,  and  the 
presence  of  the  workmen  makes  the  discipline  of  the  house  more 
difficult.  The  rooms  are  large  and  well  warmed,  and  the  inmates 
enjoy  much  comfort. 
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Concord  (F.  B.  Sanborn). — This  town  has  a  large  almshouse 
standing  on  the  edge  of  the  village,  with  much  unoccupied  room, 
because  the  inmates  are  usually  very  few,  but  much  frequented  by 
tramps,  who  lodge  in  the  special  rooms  assigned  to  them  to  the 
number  of  more  than  1,000  in  a  year.  Their  presence  makes  the 
south  end  of  the  house  noisy,  and  sometimes  disturbs  feeble 
inmates.  When  visited  by  the  Inspector  Dec.  5,  1887,  at  8  p.  m., 
there  were  five  tramps  lodging  in  the  basement-room  assigned  to 
them,  and  there  were  six  regular  inmates,  three  men  and  three 
women,  —  chiefly  old  people,  none  of  whom  can  be  called 
insane,  though  some  are  affected  in  mind  by  old  age.  No 
person  violently  insane,  or  who  had  been  a  patient  in  the  State 
hospitals,  has  been  kept  in  this  house  for  any  length  of  time  these 
many  years.  A  home  for  aged  persons,  lately  endowed  by  private 
benevolence  and  opened  last  summer  in  a  large  and  comfortable 
house  not  far  from  the  almshouse,  will  provide  for  some  of  those 
who  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the  almshouse.  The  water 
supply  is  excellent,  and  the  drainage  reasonably  good.  The  super- 
intendent, Andrew  R.  Maker,  here  three  years,  has  a  salary  of  $400, 
and  renders  another  service  to  the  town  besides  caring  for  the  pau- 
pers ;  viz.,  he  boards  the  town  horses  who  work  on  the  highways, 
and  is  paid  for  this  out  of  the  highway  appropriation.  The  man- 
agement is  good,  but  a  separate  building  is  needed  for  tramps. 

Dracut  (F.  B.  Sanborn)  . — This  town  has  an  old  almshouse, 
a  mile  or  two  northwest  of  Lowell,  which  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
town,  and,  when  visited  by  the  Inspector  Oct.  18,  1887,  it  con- 
tained four  inmates  in  a  forlorn  and  neglected  condition,  one  of 
whom,  H.  L.  P.,  55,  is  insane  and  has  been  for  twenty  years. 
She  was  found  ill-clothed  and  ill-cared  for,  but  is  demented  and 
harmless.  An  invalid  man  was  found  in  an  out-building  which  he 
occupies  by  himself  on  account  of  the  offensive  nature  of  his 
disease.  Two  other  men,  one  of  them  paralyzed  and  helpless, 
occupied  a  room  at  the  extremity  of  the  ell,  which  was  very  filthy ; 
and  the  whole  appearance  of  the  establishment  was  unsatisfactory. 
The  superintendent,  Benjamin  Turner,  who  has  been  here  sev- 
eral years,  complained  that  the  town  would  not  furnish  him  with 
suitable  help,  nor  put  the  house  in  decent  repair.  It  would  be 
much  better  for  this  town  to  give  up  its  almshouse  and  board  its 
few  paupers  with  those  of  Tewksbury,  or  some  other  town  con- 
veniently near. 
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Lexington  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Lex- 
ington, visited  July  9,  1887,  is  one  mile  west  from  the  village,  of 
wood,  two  stories  in  height  with  an  ell.  The  superintendent,  R. 
H.  White,  has  been  in  charge  three  years  ;  salary  $500.  There 
are  a  kitchen  and  pantries,  a  dining-room,—  used  also  as  a  sitting- 
room  by  the  inmates,  —  and  four  bedrooms  on  the  first  floor. 
There  are  ten  sleeping-rooms  on  the  second  floor.  Some  of  the 
inmates'  rooms  are  carpeted  with  hemp  carpet  provided  from  the 
"  Gammell  Fund  "  so  called  ;  the  same  fund  furnishes  delicacies 
for  the  sick  paupers.  The  house  was  not  in  good  condition,  the 
matron  giving  as  a  reason  that  she  was  short  of  help,  and  had  a 
sick  person  to  attend  to.  The  rooms  were  furnished  with  iron 
bedsteads  and  straw  and  feather  beds,  but  the  ticks  were  dread- 
fully dirty.  The  water  supply  is  scanty  at  times,  and  the  over- 
seers are  intending  to  put  in  a  windmill.  There  is  no  bath-room. 
The  drainage  is  objectionable,  being  on  the  surface.  Of  the  four 
inmates  three  are  men,  and  one  an  insane  woman,  J.  H.,  58.  She 
tears  her  clothing  sometimes,  and,  when  she  can,  burns  it  up,  and 
anything  else  she  can  reach  ;  is  then  locked  in  her  room,  and  at 
other  times,  when  more  calm,  performs  some  work  in  the  house. 


Lowell.  [This  almshouse,  which  is  the  largest  in  the  State, 
except  the  Boston  almshouses  and  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewks- 
bury,  and  is  more  unclassified  and  objectionable  in  its  mingling  of 
inmates  than  almost  any  other,  has  been  visited  twice  or  three 
times  during  the  year  by  the  Inspector  and  once  each  by  Dr. 
Prentiss  and  Mrs.  Brown.  Two  of  these  visits  were  made  in  the 
spring,  one  in  the  summer  and  two  in  the  autumn  ;  the  number  of 
inmates  being  largest  in  the  early  spring,  when  it  sometimes 
reaches  450,  and  smallest  in  the  late  summer  or  early  autumn. 
The  date  of  Dr.  Prentiss's  visit  (June  21)  may  be  taken  as  giving 
a  fair  average  number  of  inmates  ;  although  the  children  have 
since  been  considerably  reduced  in  number,  under  the  law  of  the 
last  session  authorizing  the  State  Board  to  place  them  in  families 
when  the  overseers  shall  neglect  so  to  do.] 

The  almshouse  stands  about  two  miles  south  of  the  post-office, 
on  the  main  road  to  Chelmsford,  which  runs  in  front,  with  the 
Framingham  and  Lowell  Railroad,  which  brings  coal  and  some 
other  supplies,  directly  in  the  rear.  The  buildings  are  partly  old 
and  partly  new,  —  the  new  ones  being  a  special  asylum  for  the 
insane,  but  not  used  now  for  them  exclusively,  a  new  kitchen  and 
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laundry,  connected  with  the  asylum  building,  and  a  new  building 
for  the  superintendent's  family  and  a  portion  of  the  men.  The 
old  buildings  are  occupied  by  the  sentenced  boys,  the  pauper  chil- 
dren and  some  of  the  men  and  women  The  insane  women  are 
mainly  in  the  as}Tlum  building  ;  the  insane  men,  who  were  formerly 
kept  there,  are  now  in  a  portion  of  the  other  new  buildings, 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  superintendent's  office.  The  men 
sentenced  to  the  city  workhouse  are  also  confined  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  same  building,  while  the  sentenced  women  occupy  a 
portion  of  the  insane  asylum.  This  arrangement  is  more  con- 
venient for  the  material  service  of  the  almshouse  than  the  former 
one,  when  the  insane  men  and  women  both  occupied  the  special 
asylum  ;  but  the  whole  arrangement  of  the  buildings,  with  respect 
to  classification,  is  faulty,  and  some  of  them  have  been  much 
overcrowded  during  the  past  year.  With  these  preliminary 
remarks,  Dr.  Prentiss's  report  of  the  condition  observed  by  him, 
from  10.30  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.,  in  midsummer,  may  be  cited. 

Few  of  the  inale  inmates  were  within,  except  in  the  rear  of  the  building 
used  for  a  hospital,  where  a  dozen  or  more  infirm  men  were  seen.  This 
ward,  though  low,  is  very  comfortable  and  well  ventilated.  The  ward 
assigned  to  sentenced  men  was  quite  vacant,  the  inmates  being  out  at 
work,  but  more  than  half  the  rooms  are  occupied  at  night.  The  insane 
ward  on  this  side  was  also  empty,  all  the  men  being  out-doors.  I  saw 
them  later  when  they  had  come  in  for  dinner  and  were  resting  in  their  own 
day-room.  They  dine  in  the  same  room  as  the  sane  men,  but  have  a  sepa- 
rate table.  The  two  school-rooms  of  the  Eeform  School  were  deserted, 
it  being  vacation,  and  the  boys  were  in  the  field  weeding.  They  number 
45  now,  of  whom  18  belong  to  other  cities  and  towns.  Frequent  applica- 
tions are  made  for  permission  to  use  the  school  as  a  place  of  detention  for 
truants  of  other  places.  Two  teachers  are  steadily  employed,  who,  during 
vacation,  oversee  the  boys  at  work  or  play,  and  in  stormy  weather  give 
them  exercises  in  the  school-rooms.  The  larger  school-room  is  also  the 
place  for  holding  Sunday  services.  With  the  Keform-School  boys  pauper 
children  seem  to  mingle.  The  nursery  contained  ten  or  twelve  infants  in 
cradles,  attended  by  young  girls  and  watched  over  by  a  nurse;  and  in  the 
adjoining  yard  thirty  or  more  children  of  tender  years  were  at  play.  A 
rude  canvas  awning  over  a  portion  of  the  yard  gives  them  some  shade, 
and  they  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves,  as  children  can,  with  little  that  is 
pleasant  about  them.  Throughout  the  women's  insane  building  there  is  a 
good  degree  of  cleanliness,  pure  air  and  good  order.  There  was  not  much 
noise  among  the  inmates  at  first,  though  a  good  deal  of  vociferous  talk 
and  screaming  arose  later.  Two  or  three  of  the  inmates  are  much  given 
to  this  sort  of  demonstration  and  their  voices  were  audible  at  a  good 
distance  on  the  highway.  By  day,  at  any  rate,  the  wards  on  different 
floors  of  this  department  are  practically  one,  all  the  hall-doors  being  wide 
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open  and  inmates  passing  at  will  np  and  clown  and  out  into  the  airing- 
court.  In  the  latter,  half  a  dozen  women  were  walking  about,  with 
uncovered  heads,  but  most  of  the  insane  women  were  in-doors.  Three 
were  walking  about  with  their  hands  confined, — two  with  handcuffs  and 
one  with  leather  wristers  attached  to  a  belt.  I  was  told  these  were  violent 
or  mischievous  persons,  and  this  sort  of  restraint  was  adopted  so  as  to 
allow  free  locomotion.  Sometimes  seclusion  a  part  of  the  day  is  substi- 
tuted for  physical  restraint,  but  most  of  the  cases  thought  to  require 
restraint  at  all  receive  it  constantly.  Four  other  women  were  secluded  and 
reported  to  be  so  habitually.  An  inspection  of  the  rooms  where  they  are 
confined  showed  them  to  be  properly  furnished  and  reasonably  clean.  The 
occasion  for  seclusion  is  partly  violent  actions,  but  chiefly  a  tendency  to 
filthiness  and  indecent  exposure.  A  suggestion  was  made  that  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  attendants  might  make  less  physical  restraint  needful. 
There  is  but  one  paid  attendant  who  has  to  do  with  the  management  and 
control  of  the  patients,  but  sufficient  help  is  given  her  to  do  the  hall  work ; 
her  assistants  being  selected  from  the  most  trusty  of  the  workhouse 
women,  who  are  declared  to  be-  as  valuable  as  the  majority  of  hired 
domestics.  These,  however,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  discipline  of  the 
asylum.  Of  course,  more  or  less  control,  often  a  great  deal,  is  personally 
exercised  by  the  superintendent  and  matron,  and  all  these  cases  where  phy- 
sical restraint  is  applied  appear  to  be  with  then'  approval.  All  the  insane 
but  one,  now  in  the  asylum,  are  old  hospital  cases.  This  exception  is  a 
woman  calling  herself  R.  or  G.,  who  came  a  week  ago,  sick  and  delirious, 
to  await  observation  before  commitment  to  a  hospital.  She  is  clearly 
insane  now  and  will  probably  be  sent  to  a  hbspital  soon. 

The  present  number  of  inmates  in  the  establishment  is  about  358,  for 
there  is  no  count  made  except  once  a  month,  when  the  overseers  meet,  and 
the  memorandum  then  made  does  not  classify  the  inmates  by  age,  sex,  or 
kind.  A  short  inspection  of  the  different  registers  gave  these  figures  :  — 
Insane  80,  20  men  and  60  women;  workhouse  cases  40',  19  men  and  21 
women;  Reform  School  boys  45;  sane  paupers  183,  not  readily  classified 
by  sex  and  including  nearly  50  minor  children.  Among  these  were  many 
whom  the  new  law  requires  to  be  removed,  from  an  almshouse,  and  the 
disposal  of  such  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  overseers. 

No  great  change  in  the  buildings  has  been  made  in  the  past  two  years, 
but  the  foundation  for  a  new  brick  laundry  is  now  begun,  the  completion 
of  which  will  release  the  room  occupied  by  the  present  laundry  for  use  by 
the  inmates,  and  aid  in  classifying  them. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  place  is  good.  The  addition  of  a  man  to 
have  charge  of  the  insane  men  and  do  other  work  has  sensibly  improved 
this  part  of  the  establishment ;  all  the  insane  men  were  out  to-day,  mostly 
at  work.  No  doubt  the  addition  of  another  experienced  attendant  for  the 
women's  asylum  would  do  much  to  improve  it.  The  superintendent  and 
the  secretary  of  the  overseers  both  consider  the  removal  of  the  Reform 
School  as  very  desirable ;  it  is  doubtful  if  they  would  approve  the  removal 
of  the  workhouse,  which  seems  quite  as  needful. 
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The  Inspector  visited  the  Lowell  Almshouse  in  September  and 
October.  At  the  first  visit  there  were  about  320  inmates,  of  whom 
a  little  more  than  20  were  insane  men,  54  or  55  were  insane 
women,  44  were  boys  sentenced  to  the  House  of  Reformation  and 
50  were  said  to  be  workhouse  cases.  The  number  of  pauper 
children  had  been  reduced  since  June  from  50  to  less  than  30, 
which  accounted,  in  great  part,  for  the  decrease  in  the  aggregate 
number  ;  these  children  had  mostly  been  placed  in  small  establish- 
ments instead  of  boarding  in  families.  At  the  visit  October  18, 
the  whole  number  of  inmates  was  330,  but  the  number  of  insane 
persons  entered  on  the  register  as  remaining  was  only  75,  of  whom 
something  more  than  two-thirds  were  women.  Forty-eight  insane 
women  were  found  in  the  special  asylum,  of  whom  three  were 
secluded  in  their  rooms,  one  of  them  nearly  naked,  and  two  others 
in  the  wards  wore  restraint.  About  the  same  number  of  these 
women  were  in  restraint  at  the  September  visit ;  and  their  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  number  was  from  five  to  ten  times  as  great  as  at 
the  State  hospitals.  None  of  the  insane  men  were  in  restraint. 
The  whole  number  of  insane  persons  admitted  to  the  almshouse  in 
the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1887,  as  shown  by  the  register,  was  15,  of 
whom  3  were  men  and  12  women.  One  woman  was  twice  admitted. 
Of  the  whole  15,  5  were  committed  to  the  Danvers  Hospital  from 
the  almshouse,  2  were  taken  by  relatives  and  8  still  remain.  Of 
the  whole  number  of  the  insane  in  the  almshouse  during  the  year 
(say  95)  four  died,  which  is  not  a  large  death-rate.  The  insane 
men  nearly  all  do  some  work,  but  not  more  than  a  third  part  of 
the  insane  women  have  any  occupation. 

The  care  of  the  insane  in  the  Lowell  Almshouse  is  distinctly 
inferior  to  the  care  of  the  patients  in  the  State  hospitals  and 
asylums,  and  contrasts  very  strongly  with  the  system  now  in  use 
at  the  Tewksbury  Asylum,  where  there  is  a  large  force  of  trained 
attendants,  and  where  the  insane  women  are  not  only  better 
clothed  and  have  more  liberty,  but  are  generally  employed,  and 
do  a  great  part  of  the  sewing  and  laundry  work  of  the  whole 
almshouse.  There  were  fewer  insane  persons  in  restraint  at 
Tewksbury  Sept.  27,  among  nearly  350  patients,  than  at  Lowell 
among  75.  It  is  every  way  desirable  that  the  city  of  Lowell 
should  place  its  insane  in  a  separate  asylum,  under  the  Act  of 
1884,  Chapter  234,  authorizing  them  so  to  do.  This  Act  was 
passed  upon  the  petition  of  the  city  government  of  Lowell,  and 
was  made  general  so  as  to  permit  other  cities  to  have  similar 
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asylums  ;  but,  for  some  reason,  the  Lowell  authorities  have  not 
availed  themselves  of  the  law  which  they  sought  and  obtained. 

Maloen  (H.  C.  Prentiss). —  I  visited  the  Maiden  Almhouse 
Nov.  2,  1887,  and  found  it  as  usual  in  good  working  condition. 
It  is  on  Forest  Street,  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  the  Maiden  sta- 
tion. The  farm  is  not  large  but  productive ;  the  immediate 
premises  are  well  laid  out  and  well  kept.  The  almshouse,  built 
in  1870  and  since  enlarged  and  improved,  includes  a  large, 
wooden  two-story  building,  with  an  ell,  containing  the  superin- 
tendent's rooms,  the  domestic  offices  on  the  first  floor,  chambers 
for  pauper  men  on  the  second  floor  and  a  spacious  attic  ;  a  two- 
story  house  of  six  rooms  near  by  for  pauper  women  ;  a  one- story 
laundry,  and  a  building  for  clay  use  by  the  men,  barns  and  a  new 
brick  boiler-house,  which  was  put  up  this  year  and  provides  steam 
heat  for  both  the  houses.  These  buildings  are  now  in  good  repair 
and  thoroughly  painted  without  and  within,  the  improvements 
having  been  some  years  in  progress.  The  sleeping-rooms  are  all 
neat  and  properly  furnished,  those  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
house  are  mostly  single  ;  the  attic  forms  a  large  dormitory,  and 
one  chamber  serves  as  a  hospital.  The  inmates  number  25, — 13 
men,  4  women,  5  boys  and  3  girls,  —  none  of  whom  are  insane. 
Of  these  eight  children  all  of  a  suitable  age  go  to  the  public 
school,  except  E.  E.,  who  is  full  grown  and  a  worker  on  the  farm. 
Six  of  these  children  have  mothers  in  the  almshouse,  and  one  boy 
remains  because  he  has  vicious  tendencies  which  unfit  him  for 
ordinary  families.  Of  the  men  all  who  are  not  disabled  do  out- 
door work  ;  two  domestics  and  a  farm  hand  are  also  hired.  The 
water  supply,  distributed  over  the  house  from  tanks  in  the  attic, 
is  good  but  not  abundant,  and  a  better  supply  is  soon  to  come 
from  the  city  water-works.  The  drains  and  water  closets  are 
suitably  arranged  and  kept,  and  there  are  good  bathing  facilities. 
I  saw  most  of  the  inmates  at  their  various  occupations  and  also 
at  dinner,  except  two  who  were  sick.  The  table  was  set  with  good 
and  substantial  food  ;  there  is  much  regularity  in  the  diet,  and  the 
standard  of  living,  like  the  weekly  cost,  is  above  the  average.  The 
almshouse  is  not  now  full,  but  the  usual  winter  increase  will  soon 
leave  little  spare  room.  No  part  could  readily  be  assigned  to  the 
chronic  insane,  and  another  enlargement  would  be  required  if  it 
were  proposed  to  remove  from  the  hospitals  any  of  the  dozen 
insane  now  supported  there  by  Maiden.     George  W.  Stiles,  the 
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superintendent,  is  on  his  sixth  year  of  service  ;  salary  $600.  His 
management  is  good  ;  the  work  of  the  place  goes  on  systemati- 
cally, and  the  inmates  are  well  clothed,  fed  and  disciplined. 

Marlborough  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  this 
town  stands  on  the  road  leading  through  East  Marlborough  to 
Hudson,  about  a  mile  beyond  East  Marlborough.     It  is  an  old 
wooden  house  which  was  repaired  some  years  ago,  and  is  now, 
for  the  most  part,  in    good  condition,  although  exposed  to  risk 
from  the  stoves  with  which  it  is  heated,  and  without  a  bath-roonn 
When  visited  April  6,   1887,  it    contained  36  inmates,  many  of 
whom  were  children  ;  in  fact,  15  were  found  there  under  16  years 
old,  five  of  whom  belonged  to  one  family,  whose  mother  was  then 
in  the  Worcester  Jail ;  five  belonged  to  another  family,  three  to  a 
third  family,  and  two  to  a  fourth  ;   and  all  these  children,  judging 
by  their  names,  are  of  French  Canadian  parentage.     Two  of  these 
families  have  their  mothers  also  in  the  almshouse.     Twelve  of  the 
children  were  attending  school  at  the  time  of  the  visit.     Of  the 
other  inmates,   16  are  men  and  5  women.     One  man  is  idiotic, 
and  six  are  reported  as  insane,  viz.  :  E.  F.,  67,  C.  D.,  41,  J.  C, 
74,  J.  K  ,  26  (epileptic),  D.  W.  F.,  63,  and  M.  E,,  56.     Most  of 
these  are  quiet,  and  three  of  them  can  do  some  work.     In  the 
main  building,  the    beds,  etc.,  were   in   fair  condition,  and  the 
women  neatly  dressed.     The  men,  who  occupy  a  detached  build- 
ing, were  not  so  well  clothed,  and  their  rooms  were  not  all  in  good 
order.     I  saw  all  except  the  school  children,  and  four  men  who 
had  gone  to  a  Catholic  service  in  the  village.     Two  of  the  women 
with  children  have  husbands,  from  whom  they  are  separated.     One 
feeble  colored    man,   8.  W.,  63,  sits  habitually  in  the  women's 
sitting-room.     The  superintendent  is  Jeremiah  Hayes,  here  five 
years  ;  salary  $600.     The  water  supply  comes  from  wells,  and  the 
drainage  is  satisfactory. 

Medford  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Medford, 
visited  June  2,  1887,  is  about  one  mile  from  the  railroad  station  ; 
is  nearly  new,  of  brick,  two  stories  in  height,  with  an  ell,  and  is 
conveniently  arranged.  There  is  one  large  kitchen,  two  dining- 
rooms,  one  bedroom,  a  parlor,  besides  store-rooms  and  pantries 
on  the  first  floor.  On  the  second  floor  are  eight  sleeping-rooms 
and  one  strong-room  for  insane  or  violent  persons.  Most  of  these 
rooms  are  furnished  with  two  beds,  provided  with  iron  bedsteads 
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and  mattresses,  and  have  good,  clean  clothing.  There  are  also 
eight  rooms  in  the  attic.  There  are  two  bath-rooms,  where  the 
inmates  bathe  once  a  week.  The  food  of  the  superintendent  and 
the  inmates  is  the  same.  I  dined  with  him,  and  the  dinner  was 
beef  stew,  plum  pudding,  bread  and  butter  and  tea.  There  is  a 
small  building  in  the  rear  of  the  house  which  is  used  in  sum- 
mer by  the  men  as  a  sitting-room.  Here  also  the  tramps  are 
lodged.  The  establishment  is  heated  by  a  furnace.  I  found  the 
various  rooms  in  fair  order,  and  the  management  seems  to  be 
good.  The  supply  of  water  is  from  Spot  Pond,  and  of  course 
is  abundant.  The  drainage  is  satisfactory.  The  superintendent, 
J.  S.  Murphy,  has  been  here  two  years  ;  salary  $500.  Of  the  12 
inmates  7  are  men,  1  woman  and  4  children.  The  woman  is  insane, 
and  one  man  is  idiotic.  The  mother  of  the  four  children,  F.  K., 
13,  George  K.,  11,  Eddie  K.,  8  and  Fannie  K.,  4  (the  three  former 
of  whom  attend  school),  is  in  the  House  of  Correction  ;  the  father 
has  left  for  parts  unknown. 

Newton  (Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss). — The  almshouse  of  this  city  is 
on  Beacon  street,  in  West  Newton,  not  far  from  the  Waban  sta- 
tion on  the  circuit  railroad  ;  a  wooden  building  with  a  two-story 
wing,  which  is  wholly  given  up  to  the  inmates,  who  also  occupy 
the  rear  half  of  the  main  house.  The  women  are  in  the  main 
house  and  in  some  rooms  of  the  wing  ;  but  the  sexes  are  well 
separated,  and  the  whole  establishment  is  in  fair  condition.  When 
visited,  December  19,  1887,  there  were  thirteen  men,  twelve 
women  (including  one  girl  of  fifteen,  who  is  the  mother  of  a 
child)  and  two  children,  both  infants,  and  both  illegitimate.  It 
has  never  been  the  custom  of  Newton  to  keep  many  children  in 
its  almshouse,  and,  therefore,  none  have  been  removed  since  the 
new  law  took  effect.  One  of  the  women  is  insane,  and  has  been 
a  hospital  patient;  another  woman  is  feeble-minded,  M.  T.,  and 
is  usually  secluded,  because  she  makes  trouble  if  left  at  large. 
She  is  under  fifty  years  old,  and  the  insane  woman,  A.  B.,  who 
does  some  work  and  is  seldom  restrained,  is  about  the  same  age. 
One  of  the  men,  T.  C,  is  feeble-minded,  but  works  well,  and  is 
not  restrained.  The  inmates,  generally,  except  the  mothers  of 
the  two  infants  above-mentioned,  are  old  or  infirm,  but  do  most 
of  the  work  in  the  house  and  on  the  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  is 
advancing  in  value  so  much  that  the  city  may  sell  it,  and  build  a 
larger  almshouse  elsewhere.     The  present  one  is  well  managed 
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by  Nathaniel  Moody,  the  superintendent  (salary  $700),  who   has 
been  here  ten  years,  and  employs  but  little  hired  labor. 

Stow  (F.  B.  Sanborn). — The  almshouse  of  this  town  stands 
near  Stow  Common,  two  miles  southeast  of  South  Acton  on  the 
road  to  Sudbury  and  about  a  mile  beyond  Maynarcl  Station  on 
the  branch  railroad  to  Marlborough.  It  is  an  old  wooden  house, 
kept  in  good  repair,  with  large  rooms  and  few  inmates,  —  some- 
times containing  only  one.  When  visited  by  the  Inspector,  June 
24,  1887,  there  were  two  inmates,  —  an  old  man  and  a  helpless 
woman,  paralyzed  by  rheumatism.  They  were  well-cared  for,  and 
the  house  was  in  good  condition  ;  the  farm,  which  is  large  and 
good,  produces  milk  in  abundance,  and  more  than  pays  the  cost  of 
the  almshouse  some  years.  The  superintendent  has  been  here 
three  years  ;    salary,  $300. 

Sudbury  (F.  B.  Sanborn).  —  The  town  almshouse,  visited  June 
24,  1887,  stands  on  a  by-road  about  a  mile  west  of  the  Sudbury 
Station  on  the  Lowell  and  Framingham  Railroad,  —  a  large  wooden 
house,  well-kept,  with  a  large  and  productive  farm.  The  superin- 
tendent, Jeremy  Austin,  has  been  here  four  years  ;  salary,  $400. 
On  the  day  of  the  visit  both  the  superintendent  and  matron  were 
absent,  leaving  their  daughter  in  charge.  There  were  eight  in- 
mates, two  of  whom  are  blind  men,  brothers,  and  two,  one  man 
and  one  woman,  are  reckoned  insane.  The  house  is  larger  than 
is  needful  for  these  inmates,  who  seem  to  live  comfortably.  The 
water  supply  and  drainage  are  good. 

Tewksbury  (Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss).  —  The  town  almshouse  of 
Tewksbury  is  half  a  mile  from  North  Tewksbury,  and  about  two 
miles  from  the  State  Almshouse  ;  a  large,  old  wooden  building, 
somewhat  out  of  repair,  but  with  a  good  farm,  which  is  so  well 
managed  by  the  superintendent  that  it  costs  the  town  little  or 
nothing  for  the  support  of  the  five  inmates,  three  men  and  two 
women,  who  have  been  here,  with  no  accessions,  for  three  or  four 
years.  All  these  persons  are  more  or  less  defective  in  mind,  and 
two  of  them  have  been  patients  at  the  State  Hospital  and  the 
Tewksbury  Asylum,  viz.  :  Horace  D.  H.,  52,  who  was  removed 
from  the  asylum  to  this  almshouse  sixteen  years  ago,  and  Mary  M., 
32,  who  was  brought  here  from  the  asylum  in  1883.  The  man 
has  virtually  recovered  ;  he  is  a  good  worker,  and  when  the  alms- 
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house  was  visited  last  (April  27,  1887,)  he  was  working  alone  on 
a  distant  part  of  the  farm.  The  woman  is  demented,  but  a  good 
worker  in  the  house.  The  other  woman,  B.  D.,  75,  is  quietly 
insane,  and  is  boarded  here  by  her  friends.  These  two  women 
have  each  a  room  in  the  wing  of  the  house  ;  the  three  men  occupy 
one  large  room  in  the  main  house,  with  separate  beds.  The  water 
supply  is  from  wells,  and  the  drainage  is  satisfactory,  though  the 
cesspool  is  too  near  the  house.  The  superintendent,  Chas.  F. 
Atkinson,  has  been  here  several  years  ;  salary  $600.  If  this  seems 
large  for  so  few  inmates,  it  should  be  remembered  that  he  does 
nearly  all  the  work  on  the  farm,  with  the  help  of  the  three  men, 
one  of  whom  has  been  described,  another  is  an  epileptic,  and  the 
third  broken  down  by  bad  habits.  The  sales  of  milk  from  17 
cows  bring  in  $1,000  a  year,  and  there  is  also  a  market  garden 
and  the  ordinary  farm  crops.  The  management  of  this  almshouse 
is  very  satisfactory. 

Waltham  (Mrs.  S.  M.Brown  and  F.  B.  Sanborn).  —  The  city 
almshouse  still  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  business  part  of  Wal- 
tham, nearly  a  mile  west  of  the  new  station  on  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad.  It  is  quite  insufficient  and  unsuitable  and  the  city  pro- 
poses to  build  a  new  one,  but  has  not  yet  begun  the  work  nor 
selected  a  proper  location.  When  visited  by  Mrs.  Brown,  May  23, 
1887,  it  contained  fifteen  inmates,  of  whom  three  were  insane  and 
one  a  child,  —  a  small  number  considering  the  population  of  the 
city,  which  is  now  estimated  to  have  16,500  people.  The  whole 
number  of  almshouse  inmates  during  a  year  does  not  usually  exceed 
forty,  and  the  average  number  is  less  than  seventeen.  When 
visited  by  the  Inspector,  Dec.  23,  1887,  there  were  only  eleven 
inmates,  —  four  men,  seven  women  and  no  children.  The  house 
is  old  and  not  in  good  repair,  but  this  number  of  inmates  have 
room  enough.  Out-door  relief  is  given  in  Waltham  to  a  greater 
extent  than  would  be  necessary  if  the  almshouse  were  larger  and 
better.  The  present  management  is  good,  but  there  is  a  lack  of 
hired  service,  especially  in  cases  of  sickness.  The  superintendent, 
H.  H.  Bomford,  has  been  here  six  years  ;  salary,  $720.  The 
water  supply  is  good  and  the  drainage  passable.  The  farm  is 
small,  but  very  valuable  for  building  purposes.  A  new  street  has 
lately  been  opened  close  beside  the  barns,  and  other  streets  near 
by  ;  new  houses  and  manufactories  are  going  up  all  about  the 
almshouse,  and  it  will  soon  be  forced  from  its  site.     Some  time 
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ago  the  city  made  an  appropriation  of  $21,000  to  rebuild  the  alms- 
house near  its  present  location,  but  this  action  has  been  reconsid- 
ered, and  members  of  the  board  of  overseers  are  now  proposing 
to  buy  a  farm  at  some  distance  from  the  city,  in  order  to  build  in 
a  better  location.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  be  done  during 
1888,  for  the  present  almshouse  is  every  way  unsuitable  for  the 
inmates  whom  the  city  ought  to  send.  In  rebuilding  it  would  be 
proper  to  put  up  a  detached  asylum  for  the  insane  who  are  now 
supported  by  Waltham  in  the  State  hospitals.  Of  the  two  insane 
women  now  at  the  almshouse,  one  is  upwards  of  eighty  years  old 
and  the  other  has  been  in  a  hospital,  but  can  be  cared  for,  with- 
out seclusion  or  restraint,  in  the  present  building. 

Wayland  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  old  almshouse  of  this 
town,  which  has  been  unfavorably  noticed  by  all  the  visitors  of  the 
board,  is  likely  to  be  replaced  by  a  new  and  better  one.  The  old 
establishment  was  visited  by  Mrs.  Brown  early  in  the  spring  of 
1887,  when  it  had  few  inmates,  who  were  in  as  good  condition  as 
the  wretched  state  of  the  house  would  permit. 

Woburn  (Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss).  —  This  almshouse  is  about  a 
mile  north  from  the  main  village  of  Woburn,  consisting  of  large 
wooden  buildings  not  very  recently  built,  nor  very  well  arranged, 
and  which,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  are  apt  to  be  crowded. 
When  last  visited,  Dec.  23,  1887,  this  was  not  the  case  ;  the  num- 
ber of  inmates  being  thirty-four,  of  whom  twelve  were  women, 
seven  children  and  fifteen  men.  Two  of  the  women  were  sen- 
tenced to  the  almshouse  as  a  workhouse,  and  the  father  of  four  of 
the  children  is  at  present  serving  a  sentence  in  the  Cambridge 
House  of  Correction.  One  woman  is  insane,  B.  D.,  seventy-two, 
now  in  senile  dementia;  one  man  is  insane,  G.  W.  E.,  sixty-six, 
who  has  been  a  patient  at  one  of  the  State  hospitals  ;  and  three 
men,  W.  W.,  P.  M.  and  E.  H.,  are  demented  or  idiotic,  but  not 
violent,  except  W.  W.,  who  has  violent  periods,  less  frequent  than 
formerly.  Another  man,  P.  L.,  is  probably  insane,  though  not  so 
regarded  by  the  superintendent.  None  of  the  demented  men 
occupy  separate  rooms,  except  W.,  at  times;  but  nearly  all  the 
women  have  single  rooms,  except  that  mothers  take  some  of  their 
children  with  them  ;  in  one  case  a  little  girl  sleeps  with  her  grand- 
mother, but  in  a  separate  bed.  Of  the  children,  two  are  boys  and 
five  girls  ;  one  boy  and  two  girls  go  to  the  town  school,  the  others 
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are  too  young.  One  child  has  been  placed  in  a  family  since  the 
passage  of  the  new  law,  and  there  is  only  one  other  child  to  whom 
the  law  applies,  though  it  would  be  better  for  several  of  them  to 
be  placed  in  families.  The  children  all  live  on  the  women's  side 
of  the  house,  which  is  more  conveniently  arranged  and  better 
heated  than  the  men's  side.  The  sexes  are  well  separated,  except 
that  all  the  inmates  have  a  common  dining-room.  The  water  sup- 
ply and  drainage  are  satisfactory,  and  the  housekeeping  is  excel- 
lent, as  it  has  been  ever  since  the  present  matron  has  been  in 
charge.  The  superintendent,  N.  W.  Brown,  salary  $600,  has 
been  here  four  years.  The  farm  of  sixty  acres  will  probably  be 
retained  as  an  almshouse  location  after  Woburn  becomes  a  city  ; 
although  it  will  be  expedient,  in  a  few  years,  to  build  a  new  alms- 
house, fire-proof,  on  higher  land  than  the  present  one  occupies. 


Norfolk  County. 

Bellingham  (H.  C.  Prentiss).  —  The  Bellingham  almshouse 
was  specially  visited  during  the  summer  of  1887,  in  consequence 
of  complaints,  which  reached  the  Inspector  of  Charities,  that  an 
insane  inmate,  lately  removed  from  the  Worcester  Hospital  to  this 
almshouse,  was  improperly  treated  and  unnecessarily  secluded. 
This  complaint  was  made  by  the  family  of  the  inmate,  residing  in 
another  town,  who  also  complained  that  they  were  not  allowed  to 
visit  him  so  freely  as  they  wished.  When  visited,  July  25.  1887, 
the  case  of  this  man  was  specially  considered  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  the 
Medical  Visitor  of  the  insane  employed  by  the  Board,  who  reported 
as  follows  :  — 

The  man  himself  I  saw  in  his  room,  where  I  had  conversation  with  him, 
both  alone  and  in  the  presence  of  the  superintendent  and  the  matron.  The 
room  he  occupies  is  of  fair  size,  and  has  a  decent  bed  and  one  or  two 
chairs ;  it  is  one  of  the  best  rooms  the  house  affords,  being  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  ell  and  built  within  three  years.  To  this  room  he  has  been 
confined  pretty  constantly  since  the  first  week  after  his  removal  from 
Worcester,  being  allowed  a  short  airing  in  the  morning  and  another  at 
evening,  under  the  eye  of  the  keeper.  His  diet  has  consisted  of  bread  and 
water  during  this  period ;  evidently  all  the  water  he  wanted,  but  perhaps 
not  so  much  bread,  —  a  single  slice,  doubtless  pretty  thick,  three  times  a 
day.  Under  this  regimen  he  claims  to  have  lost  flesh,  and  the  superintend- 
ent admits  it ;  but  he  is  now  quite  stout  and  seems  perfectly  well,  physi- 
cally. In  his  conversation  he  betrayed  a  great  deal  of  conceit  and 
obstinacy,  and  worked  himself  into  considerable  excitement,  manifesting 
more  apparent  insanity,  the  superintendent  said,  than  he  had  at  any  time 
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It  was  impossible,  however,  to  guess  how  far  it  was  real  and  how  far  it 
was  assumed ;  it  did  not  appear  wholly  real.  He  seemed  fully  aware  of  the 
reason  for  his  confinement  and  limited  fare,  and  that  an  expressed  willing- 
ness to  submit  to  the  ordinary  discipline  of  the  house  would  restore  to  him 
all  the  freedom  and  privileges  of  any  inmate ;  but  this  he  would  not  do. 
I  could  not  get  from  him  any  expression  of  a  wish  to  return  to  the  hospital ; 
he  evaded  my  question,  and  raved  with  violent  gesticulations  about  the 
Overseers.  He  has  generally  made  no  noise  and  no  attempt  to  break  out, 
except  the  first  night;  he  was  then  notified  that  violent  demonstrations 
would  be  prevented  by  handcuffing  him.  He  might  easily  break  out,  if  so 
disposed.  His  friends  have  visited  him  often,  and  apparently  to  his  injury; 
they  were  not  allowed  to  see  him  when  they  came  July  24. 

The  Overseers  of  Bellingham  on  the  same  day,  July  25,  but 
before  the  visit  of  Dr.  Prentiss,  gave  in  writing  the  following 
account  of  this  case  through  their  chairman  :  — 

A  few  weeks  ago  G.  H.  C.  was  transferred  from  the  Worcester  Hospital 
to  our  almshouse,  with  the  consent  of  Superintendent  Park ;  and  the  assis- 
tant physician  told  me,  when  I  went  after  him,  that  he  ought  to  be  made  to 
earn  his  living.  C.  did  not  like  the  change,  and  after  being  at  the  alms- 
house a  few  days  he  was  given  some  light  employment  which  he  did  not 
like.  Some  time  after,  some  men  were  filling  a  cart  with  sand,  and  Super- 
intendent Woodbury  told  him  to  throw  in  two  or  three  more  shovelfuls 
and  he  refused ;  (C.  and  two  others  stayed  at  the  pit  and  only  helped  load 
as  their  share  of  the  work ;  only  a  few  loads  were  to  be  carted  in  all) . 
The  superintendent  took  him  up  to  the  house  after  continued  refusal, 
locked  him  in  his  room  and  gave  him  bread  and  water  for  nourishment, 
telling  him  that  just  as  quick  as  he  would  agree  to  abide  by  the  rules  and 
do  as  he  told  him  he  should  be  treated  as  well  as  any  one.  The  next  day 
he  said  he  had  not  decided.  He  is  a  man  of  about  the  average  height,  and, 
I  think,  weighs  nearly  two  hundred  pounds.  After  a  bread  and  water  diet 
of  two  or  three  days,  not  over  three  days  at  any  time,  he  has  had  a  full 
day's  ration  of  three  meals.  He  has  not  lost  weight  to  my  knowledge. 
His  room  is  taken  care  of  by  others.  He  is  taken  out  of  doors  at  least 
twice  a  day.  Soon  after  his  confinement  commenced,  the  Overseers  met  at 
the  almshouse,  and  Mr.  Woodbury  told  us  that  C.  wanted  to  see  us. 
Mr.  Woodbury  was  instructed  to  bring  him  where  we  were.  He  returned 
without  him,  saying  he  did  not  want  to  see  us.  We  let  the  matter  rest 
then,  thinking  he  would  soon  be  out  and  agree  to  clo  as  he  should.  The 
first  night  he  made  some  noise,  and  Mr.  Woodbury  spoke  to  him  to  keep 
quiet  several  times.  The  next  day  he  told  C.  that  he  should  put  hand- 
cuffs on  him  nights  if  he  did  not  keep  still.  He  has  not  made  a  particle 
of  disturbance  that  way  since.  His  mother  and  sister  have  taken  the  Over- 
seers to  account  for  not  consulting  them  in  transferring  him  to  the  alms- 
house. They  have  visited  him  once  a  week,  and  they  tell  him  to  "  stick  it 
out"  and  they  will  see  the  authorities  and  have  him  given  his  liberty. 
Finally,  we  do  not  think  him  very  insane,  judging  from  what  the  doctors  told 
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us,  and  from  what  we  have  seen  since.  The  C.  family  used  to  hold  posses- 
sion of  a  house,  or  rather  G.  H.  C.'s  father  did.  They  transferred  the 
house  to  some  other  member  of  the  family,  and  then  sent  the  old  man  to 
the  Overseers  for  help.  The  Overseers  said  they  would  look  up  that  prop- 
erty, and  he  thought  then  he  could  get  along  without  help  and  did  so. 
That  was  only  a  few  years  ago.  The  family  seem  to  have  some  income ; 
why  don't  they  care  for  G.  themselves  ? 

In  reporting  this  case  to  the  board  the  Inspector  of  Charities, 
under  date  of  July  28,  1887,  said  :  — 

There  is  a  class  of  cases,  of  which  G.  H.  C,  lately  confined  on  prison 
diet  in  the  Bellingham  Almshouse,  is  a  good  instance,  that  would  perhaps 
find  their  best  treatment  at  the  Briclgewater  Asylum.  I  refer  to  able- 
bodied  insane  men,  who  are  unwilling  to  work  and  can  with  difficulty  be 
made  to  do  so  in  the  ordinary  almshouse,  without  such  severity  of  treat- 
ment as  ought  not  to  be  encouraged  in  an  almshouse.  In  the  Bridgewater 
Asylum  such  men  would  be  expected  and  probably  compelled  to  labor 
from  day  to  day,  without  any  unbecoming  severity  of  discipline.  But  in 
order  to  remove  C.  to  Bridgewater  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  him  first 
to  the  Taunton  Hospital,  since  this  Board  has  no  power  to  remove  persons 
directly  from  town  almshouses  to  any  hospital  or  asylum.  Dr.  Park  ex- 
presses an  opinion  that  the  discipline  practised  at  Bellingham,  as  described 
by  the  overseers,  is  not  objectionable.  I  cannot  quite  assent  to  this  view, 
although  the  case  is  one  of  those  where  discipline  of  some  kind  seems  to 
be  necessary. 

The  general  inspection  of  the  Bellingham  Almshouse  found  it  in 
much  better  condition  than  when  last  visited  ;  for,  in  the  mean- 
time, the  wing  of  the  main  house  had  been  enlarged,  so  that  the 
men  could  be  lodged  wholly  there,  while  the  women  occupy  the 
main  house,  and  a  proper  separation  of  the  sexes  now  takes  place. 
An  aged  couple,  J.  P.,  seventy-four,  and  M.  P.,  eighty-six,  occupy 
a  single  room  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  main  building,  and  an 
insane  woman,  C.  H.,  eighty-two,  occupies  the  two  rooms  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  violent  insane  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
wing.  These  rooms  were  unlocked  so  that  she  could  go  in  and 
out  at  pleasure.  She  comes  out  to  the  inmates'  dining-room  (in 
the  main  house)  to  her  meals,  after  the  rest  have  eaten,  and  takes 
a  good  deal  of  out-door  exercise  by  herself,  not  attempting  to 
elope.  Her  old  inclination  to  tear  her  garments  or  the  bedding 
has  not  shown  itself  much  lately.  She  has  a  good  bed  and  decent 
clothing.  The  almshouse  building  is  old,  and,  except  in  the  new 
rooms,  vermin  abound,  chiefly  because  the  old  wooden  bedsteads 
are  still  used  ;  there  is  nothing  objectionable  in  the  drainage  and 
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the  water  supply  is  good.  The  superintendent,  E.  W.  Woodbury, 
formerly  in  charge  of  the  Leverett  Almshouse,  has  been  here  three 
years  ;  salary,  $425.  One  hired  man  works  on  the  farm,  but  there 
is  no  paid  domestic,  and  the  pauper  women  do  but  little  work. 
The  inmates,  eleven  in  number,  five  men  and  six  women,  are 
nearly  all  old  or  insane.  There  are  four  insane  persons,  —  two 
men,  G-.  H.  C,  twenty-eight,  previously  mentioned,  and  G.  A.  H., 
fifty-six ;  and  two  women,  C.  H.,  eighty-two,  and  Mrs.  A.,  thirty- 
two  ;  the  three  first  mentioned  have  been  patients  at  Worcester, 
and  G.  H.  is  the  son  of  C.  H.     Dr.  Prentiss  says  :  — 

G.  H.  C.  was  in  his  room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  ell,  where  he  has 
been  shut  up  almost  five  weeks,  on  a  bread  and  water  diet,  for  a  breach  of 
discipline.  He  has  lost  some  flesh  during  his  confinement,  but  is  still  in 
good  case,  stout  and  quite  able  to  work,  if  inclined  to.  He  is  indolent  and 
obstinate,  full  of  conceit.  There  is  no  violent  insanity  in  his  case.  I  saw 
and  talked  with  all  these  inmates,  and  all,  except  C,  appeared  satisfied  with 
their  fare  and  treatment ;  some  especially  commended  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Woodbury.  The  inmates  were  also  seen  at  the  dinner-table,  the 
food  being  substantially  like  that  on  the  superintendent's  table.  It  was 
good  country  fare,  in  which,  as  is  common,  remoteness  from  market  makes 
meat  somewhat  scarce.  The  place  seems  intelligently  and  kindly  con- 
ducted; the  Overseers  meet  here  monthly  for  inspection  and  business,  and 
different  members  of  the  board  call  at  other  times.  The  supervision  of  the 
almshouse  seems  unusually  thorough. 

Soon  after  this  visit  G.  H.  C.  was  released  from  confinement, 
and  no  further  complaint  has  been  received. 


Canton  (H.  C.  Prentiss). — This  town,  whose  almshouse  has 
been  in  a  disgraceful  condition  for  some  years  and  so  reported  by 
the  Inspector  of  Charities,  has  now  built  a  new  one,  which,  no 
doubt,  will  be  satisfactory  when  completed  and  furnished,  which, 
however,  will  not  be  before  March  next.  The  old  almshouse 
when  visited  Dec.  30,  1887,  had  seventeen  inmates,  —  ten  men, 
four  women,  and  three  children  ;  one  man  is  insane.  The  new 
almshouse  is  on  Walpole  Street,  a  mile  west  of  the  Junction  sta- 
tion. The  farm  contains  about  forty  acres,  but  of  this  not  over 
three  acres  are,  at  present,  tilled,  and  the  greater  portion  is 
wooded.  The  establishment  consists  of  a  large  farmhouse  in 
good  repair,  which  is  having  an  addition, — two  stories  of  wood, 
about  thirty-two  by  seventy-three  feet.  The  farmhouse  has  a 
dozen  sleeping  rooms,   and  there  will  be  as  many  more  in   the 
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addition.  Steam  heat  is  provided,  and  water  flows  from  a  source 
on  the  farm  into  the  second  story.  There  are  to  be  two  bath- 
tubs in  one  bathroom  on  the  second  floor,  with  water-closets 
attached  ;  the  drainage  seems  well  provided  for.  The  house  is 
nearly  finished  within,  the  plastering  being  completed,  but  it  is 
not  likely  that  it  can  be  occupied  before  April,  as  the  present 
appropriation,  in  all  $13,000,  will  not  suffice  for  the  building  and 
furnishing.     The  work  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseeis. 


Randolph  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown)  .  —  The  town  almshouse,  visited 
May  20,  1887,  is  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  railroad  station,  built 
of  wood,  two  stories  high,  with  a  mansard  roof  giving  sleeping  room 
in  the  upper  story  for  men,  of  whom  seven  were  found  here  to- 
day. The  other  inmates  were  eight  women  and  two  children,  — 
William  M  ,  five,  and  Teresa  L.,  nine,  illegitimate  children  of  an 
inmate  woman,  M.  M.,  twenty-eight.  Two  of  the  women  are 
insane,  C.  H.,  sixty-eight,  and  E.  B.,  forty-six,  both  quiet,  and 
the  latter  able  to  work.  E.  E.,  an  insane  man,  sixty-seven,  i9 
also  quiet.  I  saw  all  the  inmates  except  the  boy.  W.  M.,  who 
was  at  school.  Since  my  last  visit  a  new  wing  has  been  added, 
costing  $1,600,  and  containing  kitchen,  laundry,  bath-room  and 
water-closets,  besides  ten  sleeping-rooms.  The  whole  house  has 
forty  rooms,  in  good  condition,  and  heated  throughout  by  steam. 
The  bedsteads  are  of  iron,  furnished  with  straw  and  feather  beds, 
all  of  which  are  in  excellent  order,  as  was  the  whole  house.  The 
inmates  are  well-fed  and  well-clothed,  and  I  have  seldom  visited 
an  almshouse  where  the  inmates  were  so  lavish  in  their  praise  of 
the  superintendent  and  matron,  Calvin  San  ford  and  wife/who 
have  been  here  two  years  ;   salary,  $500. 

Sharon  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  This  almshouse,  a  mile  and  a 
half  west  of  the  station,  is  of  wood,  two  stories  with  an  ell.  It  has 
a  new  superintendent,  D.  H.  Whittier  ;  salary,  $225.  When  visited, 
June  10,  the  matron  was  found  painting  some  of  the  floors,  paper- 
ing several  rooms  and  endeavoring  to  have  the  house  in  good 
condition.  She  said  it  was  in  a  frightful  state  when  she  assumed 
charge  ;  she  has  washed  the  ticks  of  every  bed  and  cleared  the 
house  of  vermin,  so  it  is  already  vastly  more  comfortable,  and 
she  means  to  have  it  as  good  as  the  average  almshouse.  There 
are  two  kitchens,  —  one  of  which  is  used  as  a  dining-room  for  the 
inmates,  —  a  sitting-room  for  the  superintendent,  and  a  bedroom  in 
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the  main  house  on  the  first  floor.  In  the  second  story  are  six 
sleeping-rooms.  The  bedsteads  of  wood  are  furnished  with 
feather-beds,  which,  with  the  bedding,  I  found  clean  and  com- 
fortable. The  house  is  now  in  good  order  and  is  improving.  At 
the  hour  of  my  visit,  nine  a.m.,  the  ordinary  housework  seemed 
to  have  been  accomplished.  The  water  supply  is  from  wells  and 
is  good  ;  the  drainage  defective,  but  soon  to  be  improved.  I  found 
no  inmates  present,  there  being  only  two,  a  boy  of  five  and  a  girl 
of  eight,  and  both  being  at  school. 

Plymouth  County. 
Abington  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — The  almshouse  of  Abing- 
ton,  visited  June  29,  1887,  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the  rail- 
road station,  on  a  hill  near  the  main  road.  The  house  is  of 
wood,  painted  yellow,  without  blinds  ;  is  out  of  repair  and  does 
not  have  in  the  least  a  home  look.  For  several  years  the  town 
has  adopted  the  plan  of  allowing  the  superintendent  $2.50  per 
week  for  each  inmate,  and  the  use  of  the  farm  and  house.  The 
water  supply  is  good,  but  the  drainage  flows  on  the  top  of  the 
ground  near  the  house.  There  is  a  kitchen  which  is  used  as  a 
dining-room,  a  large  pantry  and  a  wash-room  ;  near  these  and 
adjoining  these  rooms  are  three  bed-rooms.  On  this  same  floor 
are  two  sitting-rooms  for  the  officers.  On  the  second  floor  are 
seven  sleeping-rooms  ;  two  in  the  attic  are  not  in  use.  The  bed- 
steads are  old,  of  wood,  and  abound  with  vermin.  The  matron 
says  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  rid  of  them.  With  this  excep- 
tion, the  house  was  passably  clean.  It  is  heated  Jjy  stoves, 
although  there  is  a  furnace  in  the  building,  the  woman  saying 
that  she  can  "run  the  house "  more  economically  with  stoves. 
There  is  a  great  temptation  to  cheapen  the  living  and  economize 
in  all  directions,  possibly  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  absolute 
necessities,  by  this  plan  of  boarding  the  poor.  The  superinten- 
dent, Columbus  Alger,  has  been  here  two  years.  Of  the  in- 
mates, four  are  men  and  one  a  woman  ;  none  are  insane  or  idiotic. 

Brockton  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Brock- 
ton is  about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  railroad  station. 
It  was  built  in  1883,  at  a  cost  of  $12,000;  is  of  wood  and  has 
two  stories,  besides  a  basement.  The  superintendent  occupies 
the  central  portion,  the  inmate  men  have  the  north  wing,  and  the 
women    the  south  wing.     The  basement  has  a  kitchen,  laundry, 
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and  smoking-rooms,  besides  pantries,  boiler-room  and  vegetable- 
cellar.  On  the  first  floor  on  the  left  is  the  office,  while  on  the 
right  is  the  dining-room  for  the  superintendent ;  in  the  rear  of  the 
hall  is  the  dining-room  for  the  inmates  ;  and  on  the  right  of 
this  dining-room  are  five  sleeping-rooms  for  men,  a  bath-room, 
water-closets,  and  padded  rooms  for  refractory  persons  or  those 
determined  to  injure  themselves.  On  the  south  side  are  six 
sleeping-rooms  (one  having  two  beds) ,  water-closets  and  a  bath- 
room. The  second  story  has  five  bed-rooms,  one  padded  room 
and  water-closets,  while  the  north  side  has  six  sleeping-rooms 
and  water-closets  for  the  men.  The  attic  has  a  large  hospital- 
room  with  four  neat  beds,  pictures  on  the  walls,  and  every  way 
pleasant.  The  hall  doors  were  locked,  yet  the  men  could  from 
their  own  side  of  the  house  pass  down  into  the  yard  when  they 
chose.  Four  women  were  locked  in  their  rooms,  and  one  was  in 
the  padded  room,  who  refuses  to  wear  anything,  and  tears  her 
bedding  and  clothing.  The  fourteen  insane  were  very  quiet, 
except  one,  who  was  noisy,  singing  and  screaming ;  and  with 
three  exceptions  they  were  neatly  clothed  and  comfortable.  All 
but  one  were  idle  ;  this  one  was  sewing.  The  house  is  heated  by 
steam.  The  water  comes  from  wells,  and  by  a  windmill  is  forced 
into  a  tank,  whence  it  is  distributed  through  the  house.  The 
bedsteads  are  iron,  furnished,  some  with  straw  and  some  with 
feather  beds,  all  clean  and  free  from  vermin.  The  food  is  taken 
by  a  dumb-waiter  from  the  basement  to  each  floor  above,  and  the 
house  is  very  conveniently  arranged.  There  is  an  old  structure 
just  back  of  the  main  building  containing  twelve  lodging  rooms, 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  hired  man  who  sleeps  here  it  is 
empty  ;  when  necessary  it  will  be  occupied.  The  old  almshouse 
near  by  is  used  by  C.  D.,  his  wife  and  four  children.  The  town 
gives  him  the  rent  of  the  house,  fire-wood  and  milk  for  family 
use,  and  pays  him  small  wages  ;  otherwise  the  family  would  be 
in  the  almshouse.  The  superintendent,  R.  J.  Peck,  has  been 
here  five  years  ;  salary  $700.  The  house,  with  the  exception  of 
the  basement,  was  in  excellent  order,  but  the  kitchen,  laundry 
and  smoking-rooms  were  in  bad  condition.  Of  the  25  inmates 
12  are  men,  10  women  and  3  children  ;  6  men  and  8  women  are 
insane,  and  1  is  idiotic.     I  saw  them  all. 

Carver  (Mrs  S.  M.  Brown)  .  —  The  Carver  Almshouse,  visited 
August  26,  1887,  is  about  a  mile  from  the  village  of  Carver,  and 
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seven  miles  from  the  Plympton  station.  It  is  an  old,  one-story 
building,  so  much  dilapidated  as  to  be  hardly  worth  repairing. 
The  rooms  are  small,  inconvenient,  poorly-ventilated,  but  nu- 
merous,—  six  bed-rooms,  two  sitting-rooms,  a  pantry  and  a 
kitchen.  The  furniture  is  old,  and  the  beds  and  bedding  poor. 
The  water  supply  is  sufficient,  but  the  drainage  unsatisfactory. 
The  superintendent  is  a  woman,  Mrs.  Shurtleff,  here  since  Feb- 
ruary, 1887  ;  salary  $5  per  week.  She  makes  no  use  of  the  farm, 
except  for  a  small  vegetable  garden.  There  were  five  inmates, 
four  men,  and  one  woman  who  is  blind;  all  the  men  are  old,  one 
is  a  cripple,  and  one,  W.  S.,  is  insane  but  quiet. 

Middleborough  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown) .  —  The  new  almshouse 
of  Middleborough  stands  near  the  site  of  the  old  one,  one  and 
and  one-half  miles  south  of  the  village  of  Middleborough,  and 
was  visited  once  by  Mrs.  Brown  and  by  several  members  of  the 
Board,  and  the  Inspector  of  Charities.  It  is  large,  convenient 
and  well-heated,  with  numerous  sleeping-rooms,  a  bath-room,  laun- 
dry, hospital-room,  etc.,  all  in  very  good  condition.  The  super- 
intendent, E.  8.  Lovell,  has  been  here  nine  years;  salary  $500. 
His  management  is  excellent.  The  inmates,  when  visited  early 
in  April,  1887,  were  eighteen,  ten  men  and  eight  women  ;  of 
whom  two  men  and  two  women  were  insane,  and  one  man  idiotic. 

Plympton  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  almshouse  of  Plympton, 
visited  August  2Q,  1887,  three  miles  from  the  railroad  station,  is 
a  small,  wooden  house,  old  and  somewhat  out  of  repair.  On  the 
first  floor  are  a  kitchen,  pantry,  sitting-room  and  bed-room. 
The  second  floor  has  two  small  sleeping-rooms.  The  house  is 
furnished  by  the  woman  who  has  charge  of  the  establishment,  — 
Mrs.  K.  R.  W.,'who  is  really  supported  by  the  town.  She  is 
allowed  to  use  the  house,  and  lives  there  with  her  three  children, 
and  she  is  also  allowed  three  dollars  per  week.  The  last  inmate 
(other  than  her  family)  died  two  years  ago  last  March.  I 
found  the  house  neat  and  everything  in  order.  The  children 
were  away.  Mrs.  W.  has  some  opportunity  of  earning  money 
by  working  in  families  occasionally.  I  obtained  these  facts 
after  leaving  the  almshouse,  and  did  not  get  the  names  of  the 
children,  not  thinking  there  were  any  children.  [Their  names 
do  not  appear  on  the  pauper  list  of  Plympton,  and  if  entered  at 
all  it  is  probably  as  persons  partially  supported.] 
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Plymouth  (F.  B.  Sanborn). — The  almshouse  of  this  town 
consists  of  two  parts,  the  first  built  many  years  ago,  but  kept  in 
good  repair,  and  still  used  for  a  portion  of  the  inmates  ;  while  the 
new  structure  which  is  added  to  the  old  towards  the  south  is  very 
well  built,  spacious  and  convenient,  with  rooms  specially  fitted 
for  the  insane,  large  and  comfortable,  but  not  all  occupied, 
When  visited,  Nov.  3,  1887,  there  were  only  14  inmates,  11  men 
and  3  women,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  old  and  some  of  them  very 
old  ;  there  being  one  woman  of  92,  a  man  of  89,  two  others  of  85, 
and  five  other  inmates  upwards  of  70.  Several  of  these  old 
people  are  in  a  condition  of  senile  dementia  ;  one  man,  S.  R.,  50, 
is  feeble-minded,  and  the  youngest  inmate,  F.  C,  35,  is  an  epi- 
leptic whose  mind  is  much  affected.  Although  this  almshouse 
stands  near  a  mill-pond,  and  is  much  exposed  to  dampness,  the 
situation  is  very  pleasant  and  apparently  salubrious,  for  some  of 
these  old  people  have  resided  here  many  years.  The  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Pratt,  has  been  here  four  years  ;  salary  $400  ;  his 
management  is  good.  The  water  supply  is  excellent  and  the 
drainage  seems  to  give  no  trouble. 

Rochester  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown). — This  town  has  no  railroad 
station,  and  its  almshouse  is  five  miles  from  the  Marion  station, 
and  nearly  three  miles  from  Rochester  Village.  It  is  an  old 
wooden  house  of  one  story,  with  a  newer  two-story  wing,  and  is 
kept  in  good  repair.  The  drainage  is  faulty,  but  the  water  supply 
good.  The  superintendent,  Zebeclee  Clapp,  has  been  here  nine 
years  ;  salary  $130.  He  keeps  his  own  horse,  but  charges  the  town 
for  the  use  of  it  on  the  farm.  My  visit  was  made  very  early  in 
the  morning,  August  5,  1887,  but  I  found  everything  in  excel- 
lent condition  throughout  the  house.  The  bedsteads  are  of  wood, 
supplied  with  straw  and  feather  beds,  and  mostly  new  ticks,  with 
comfortable  and  sufficient  clothing.  The  inmates  are  well  cared 
for  and  well  fed.  Of  the  four  inmates  three  are  men  and  one  a 
woman  ;  the  woman  is  simple-minded.  The  men  sleep  in  one 
room  in  the  attic  of  the  main  house,  which  contains  three  beds  ; 
in  the  second  story  of  the  wing  are  three  unoccupied  bed-rooms, 
and  there  are  two  on  the  first  floor,  one  of  which  is  used  by  the 
woman,  who  is  the  only  inmate  of  her  gex. 

Wareham  (Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown).  —  The  town  almshouse,  visited 
July  20,  1887,  is  one  and  one-half  miles   north-west  from  the 
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Wareham  station,  —  a  wooden  house  of  two  stories  painted 
white,  and  without  blinds.  The  inmates  have  a  large  dining- 
room  on  the  first  floor;  also  a  kitchen  and  back-kitchen,  the  lat- 
ter used  in  summer  to  wash  in,  and  partly  to  cook  in.  The  other 
rooms  on  this  floor  are  occupied  by  the  superintendent's  family. 
On  the  second  floor  are  six  sleeping-rooms,  three  for  men  and 
three  for  women.  The  separation  between  the  rooms  occupied  by 
the  women  and  men  is  a  slat- work  partition,  kept  locked.  All 
the  chambers  except  one  have  two  beds  each.  The  bedsteads  are 
of  iron,  and  have  straw  beds,  —  several  of  which  were  sadly  in 
need  of  filling.  There  is  one  feather-bed  in  the  house  to  be  used 
in  case  of  sickness.  Two  of  the  rooms  —  one  occupied  by  a  man 
and  another  by  a  woman  of  filthy  habits  — were  in  need  of  cleaning  ; 
the  rest  I  found  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  that  one  or 
two  of  the  rooms  have  vermin,  which  the  matron  is  using  every 
means  to  exterminate.  A  good  diet  is  provided  for  the  inmates, 
meat  twice  a  day,  tea  with  milk  and  sugar  at  every  meal.  Three 
of  the  eight  men  were  away,  one  at  the  village  and  two  on  the 
farm.  Three  others  were  sitting  under  the  trees  near  the  house  ; 
one  was  scrubbing  the  kitchen  floor.  Both  the  women  were  in 
bed,  one  having  a  weakness,  and  the  other  not  inclined  to  get  up 
except  to  her  meals.  There  is  no  bath-room  ;  water  is  supplied 
by  wells  and  a  cistern.  The  drainage  is  good.  The  superinten- 
dent. George  A.  Wood,  salary  $250,  has  been  here  four  years. 
Of  the  ten  inmates  eight  are  men  and  two  women  ;  one  woman  is 
insane,  and  one  man  and  one  woman  are  idiotic. 


Suffolk  County. 

This,  which  is  the  largest  county  in  Massachusetts,  with  a 
population  exceeding  that  of  several  of  the  smaller  States, 
has  in  some  respects  a  very  complete,  and  in  others  a  very 
imperfect,  system  of  management  for  its  sane  and  insane 
poor.  The  city  of  Boston  has  five  or  six  almshouses,  in- 
cluding the  new  one  at  Long  Island,  and  the  Austin  Farm 
establishment,  which  is  still  in  law  an  almshouse,  although 
in  fact  an  asylum  for  the  chronic  insane  ;  but  neither  the  city 
of  Chelsea  nor  the  small  towns  of  Revere  and  Winthrop  have 
any  almshouse.  Moreover,  the  care  of  the  poor  in  Boston 
itself  has  long  been  divided  between  two  boards,  the  ancient 
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Overseers  of  the  Poor,  who  have  existed  under  that  name 
for  more  than  two  centuries,  and  the  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  of  the  city  of  Boston,  a  board  created  by  legis- 
lative act  about  thirty  years  ago.  Disputes  have  sometimes 
arisen  between  these  two  boards  in  regard  to  jurisdiction 
over  particular  cases,  or  the  policy  to  be  pursued  concern- 
ing full  support  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year ;  and  it  has 
frequently  been  declared  that  the  city  expenditure  is  greater 
than  it  would  need  to  be  if  the  whole  pauper  management 
were  in  a  single  board,  or  if  it  were  differently  divided.  It 
is  now  proposed  by  the  Boston  authorities  to  ask  the  Legis- 
lature to  abolish  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  establish  a 
smaller  board  of  paid  commissioners  to  manage  the  present 
establishments  on  the  islands,  at  Koxbury  and  South  Boston, 
and  at  Austin  Farm.  This  would  still  leave  the  Suffolk  Jail 
under  an  independent  management,  and  would  make  no 
provision  for  the  poor  of  Chelsea  and  the  smaller  towns.  It 
might  be  well,  therefore,  for  the  Legislature  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  creating  a  county  board  for  the  whole  of  Suffolk 
County,  in  which  the  cities  and  towns  should  all  be  repre- 
sented, and  which  should  be  free,  so  far  as  practicable,  from 
political  influence,  both  in  its  original  appointment  and  in 
its  management  of  the  large  revenues  devoted  in  Suffolk 
County  to  the  relief  and  support  of  the  poor. 


Daring  the  year  1887  Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown  visited  all  the  Boston 
almshouses  except  that  on  Long  Island,  which  has  been  opened 
since  her  visits  were  made.  She  began  with  the  old  Charlestown 
Almshouse,  March  7,  1887,  where  the  superintendent,  because  she 
had  no  pass  from  the  Directors,  was  unwilling  to  give  her  access 
to  the  rooms  and  to  furnish  information.  Her  report  is  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

The  almshouse  of  Charlestown  is  located  on  Alf  ord  Street,  as  you  pass 
over  the  bridge  to  Everett.  It  is  a  large  brick  building  of  four  stories, 
and  has  two  wings.  This  house  has  been  built  a  great  many  years  and 
needs  repairing.     It  is  over-crowded,  several  of  the  rooms  having  five  or 
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six  beds  in  them.  The  attic  has  the  past  year  been  finished  and  accom- 
modates about  forty  persons.  There  were  present  on  the  day  of  my  visit 
213  inmates,  of  whom  43  were  men  and  170  women;  and  of  these  women, 
12  appeared  to  be  insane,  but  quiet.  The  inmates  generally  sleep  on  iron 
bedsteads  with  straw  beds,  and  I  found  both  beds  and  bedding  generally 
in  good  condition.  The  house  throughout  was  neat  and  in  good  order, 
and  the  inmates  seemed  to  be  well  fed  and  properly  cared  for.  Repairs 
and  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  old  building  and  some  of  these 
were  not  completed.  There  are  now  five  bath-rooms  for  the  inmates, 
where  formerly  there  was  but  one ;  and  cooking  by  steam  has  been  intro- 
duced during  the  past  jetir.  It  will  be  observed  that  most  of  the  inmates 
here  as  at  Austin  Farm,  when  I  visited  there,  are  women ;  and  this  classifi- 
cation by  sex  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  Boston  almshouses.  The 
Charlestown  almshouse,  however,  still  retains  the  pauper  men  who  were 
there  many  years  ago,  although  the  number  has  not  been  increased  as  that 
of  the  women  has.  There  is  an  entire  separation  of  the  sexes,  and  the 
house  is  under  strict  and  competent  management. 

The  other  almshouses  of  Boston  were  visited  by  Mrs.  Brown  in 
June,  and  her  general  remarks  concerning  them  and  the  Marcella 
Street  Home,  which  is  a  pauper  school,  are  as  follows  :  — 

The  pauper  women,  except  those  at  Charlestown,  are  for  the  most  part 
at  Austin  Farm;  the  poor  and  neglected  children  at  the  Marcella  Street 
Home.  At  Deer  Island  the  inmates  come  mostly  from  the  courts,  —  of 
both  sexes,  and  all  ages,  sent  for  drunkenness,  vagrancy  and  what  are 
termed  minor  offences.  Some  of  these  persons  have  been  here  over 
one  hundred  times.  On  this  same  island  and  under  the  same  general 
management  are  the  truant  schools  for  boys  and  girls.  At  Rainsford 
island  is  the  almshouse  for  pauper  men.  This  is  nominally  under  the 
superintendency  of  Col.  Whiton  o  Island,  but  really  in  charge  of 

one  of  his  assistants.  The  Charlestown  Almshouse  paupers  do  not  come 
into  the  classification  with  the  rest,  but  that  establishment  retains  its  old 
features.  Besides  the  pauper  women  at  Austin  Farm  (Canterbury  Street, 
West  Roxbury)  I  found  there,  June  G,  1887,  twelve  men  from  Rainsford 
Island,  or  Deer  Island,  sent  there  to  carry  on  the  farm  of  fifty  acres. 
This  almshouse  is  large ;  it  has  five  hospital  rooms  or  departments,  with 
12G  inmates  able  to  work  more  or  less,  and  50  or  60  in  hospital.  The  old 
mansion  or  farm-house  has  been  so  reconstructed  as  to  accommodate  the 
old  and  feeble  women,  but  a  reconstruction  of  old  buildings  can-  never  be 
so  convenient  as  a  house  designed  and  built  for  the  purpose.  Yet  this  is 
in  good  repair,  though  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  June  6,  1887,  it  was 
loosely  managed.  All  the  dormitories  were  crowded,  containing  more 
beds  than  ought  to  be  in  rooms  of  twice  their  size.  Some  of  the  rooms 
were  in  disorder,  but  many  were  clean  and  well  looked  after.  The  super- 
vision seemed  poor,  the  work  being  done  haphazard.  The  superintendent 
was  away,  and  I  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  much  reliable  information, 
for  the  books  containing  names  and  statistics  were  in  the  safe.     I  was 
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shown  the  apartments  by  one  of  the  inmates.     The  house  is  heated  by 
steam,  and  the  water  supply  is  abundant. 

The  establishments  at  Deer  Island  contain  more  inmates  than  there  are 
anywhere  else  under  the  care  of  the  city ;  and  here,  also,  is  a  large,  well- 
managed  and  productive  farm  near  the  great  central  building,  which  is 
called  the  House  of  Industry.  In  other  buildings  are  a  hospital  chiefly 
for  pauper  women,  conveniently  arranged  and  with  sunny  rooms  for  con- 
valescents ;  a  nursery  for  mothers  and  infants ;  and  a  truant  school  for 
both  sexes,  in  separate  buildings.  At  Rainsford  Island  there  is  also  a 
farm,  but  small  and  unproductive,  and  the  pauper  men  there  are  many  of 
them  old,  infirm  or  inefficient.  When  I  visited  Rainsford  Island,  June  21, 
1887,  I  found  261  men,  68  of  whom  were  in  the  hospital,  and  only  50  able 
to  work  ;  there  were  also  four  epileptic  boys.  My  visit  to  Deer  Island 
was  made  June  14,  1887;  on  that  day  there  were  701  men,  289  women, 
159  boys  and  17  girls,  — in  all  1,166.  I  visited  the  Marcella  Street  Home 
June  3,  1887,  and  on  that  day  there  were  251  boys  and  150  girls,  —  in  all 
401.  In  the  House  of  Reformation  at  Deer  Island,  ten  clays  later,  there 
were  59  boys  and  3  girls ;  in  the  truant  school  93  boys  and  6  girls ;  while 
in  the  pauper  department  at  Deer  Island  there  were  7  boys  and  8  girls. 
This  would  make  a  total  of  children  in  all  the  Boston  institutions  of  about 
580,  of  whom  less  than  170  were  girls.  The  Marcella  Street  Home,  where 
most  of  these  children  are,  is  in  Roxbury,  where  formerly  stood  the  Rox- 
bury  almshouse.  It  is  a  pleasant  abode  for  these  children,  and  is  gener- 
ously equipped  and  maintained ;  and  many  of  these  children,  if  not  here, 
would  be  at  Deer  Island  with  the  vicious  and  depraved.  I  found  seven 
schools  in  session,  with  the  pupils  graded  as  in  the  public  schools.  The 
school-rooms  are  well-lighted  and  well-furnished,  and  there  is  a  school 
library  of  1,200  volumes  besides  magazines  and  newspapers  for  the  child- 
ren. On  three  of  the  floors  are  dormitories  containing  many  beds.  The 
bedsteads  are  of  iron  and  the  beds  of  straw ;  these  beds  are  filled  every 
three  months,  but  some  must  be  changed  often.  There  are  two  hospital- 
rooms,  one  for  each  sex;  these  rooms  are  high  studded  and  well-ventilated. 
The  beds  in  them  are  provided  with  woven  wire  springs  and  hair  mat- 
tresses. There  were  a  few  cases  of  measles  in  both  hospitals.  The  beds 
and  bedding  are  in  excellent  order  and  the  entire  house  is  clean.  This  is 
especially  commendable,  as  my  visit  was  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morn- 
ing. The  facilities  for  bathing  and  washing  are  good,  and  in  the  general 
arrangement  the  matter  of  health  seems  to  be  thought  of  great  import- 
ance. The  diet  is  healthful  and  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  children; 
the  diet  lists  hang  conspicuously  upon  the  doors.  The  chapel  in  the 
building,  provided  with  a  church  organ,  is  a  feature  not  to  be  over- 
looked. A  Catholic  service  is  held  in  the  morning  and  a  Protestant 
service  in  the  afternoon.  Entertainments  of  some  kind  are  provided  for 
the  children  as  often  as  once  a  month.  The  children  have  pretty  suits  for 
Sundays  and  the  holidays,  and  are  neatly  clad  on  other  clays.  The  build- 
ing is  provided  with  fire-escapes,  and  hand-grenades  are  available;  this, 
with  the  iron  beams  and  brick  floors  in  the  halls  and  other  precautions, 
seems  to  guarantee  safety  from  fire.     Two  dentists  visit  the  Home  weekly 


122  LUNACY   AND    CHARITY.  [Jan. 

ALMSHOUSE    VISITATION BOSTON. 


to  extract  and  fill  teeth.  Dr.  Heath,  the  superintendent,  attends  personally 
to  cases  of  sickness,  but  these  are  very  few.  The  children  are  happy ; 
during  my  visit  they  were  at  play  in  the  yard. 

The  main  almshouse  at  Rainsford  Island,  which  is  four  miles  below  Deer 
Island,  is  of  brick  and  three  stories  in  height.  On  the  first  floor  are  the 
dining-room,  kitchen,  store-room,  laundry  and  bath-room,  the  latter 
having  five  tubs  for  the  inmates.  On  the  second  floor  is  the  chapel,  which 
has  the  height  of  two  stories ;  here  religious  services  are  held  occasionally, 
but  at  no  stated  times.  On  this  floor  are  what  are  termed  wards  1,  2  and  3, 
and  on  the  third  floor  are  wards  4,  5  and  6.  Numbers  1  and  4  are  large 
rooms,  each  containing  many  beds.  In  the  attic  are  finished  dormitories 
with  several  beds  each.  In  one  of  the  wards  are  many  lame  and  feeble  per- 
sons, not  sick  enough  for  the  hospital,  and  the  air  of  this  room  was  very 
offensive,  mainly  from  poor  ventilation.  The  bedsteads  are  of  iron  fur- 
nished with  straw  beds  and  straw  pillows.  The  beds  are  covered  with 
what  are  called  white  spreads,  but  most  of  them  are  unfit  for  use.  Many 
beds  were  not  in  good  order ;  in  a  measure  this  is  unavoidable,  for  the 
occupants  are  constantly  coming  and  going,  and  of  filthy  habits.  The 
floors  and  tables  were  nicely  scrubbed,  but  the  kitchen  work  is  poor,  for 
most  of  it  is  performed  by  men.  The  bread-making  and  laundry  work  are 
done  at  Deer  Island  by  the  pauper  women,  and  the  water  for  drinking  and 
cooking  is  brought  over  from  Deer  Island  every  day.  A  wooden  building 
painted  white  stands  a  little  way  off,  which  is  used  by  the  men  as  a  smok- 
ing-room, for  card-playing  and  other  games.  The  hospital  is  an  old  stone 
building  distantly  located  and  wholly  unfit  for  the  purpose.  This  building 
has  a  basement  where  the  cooking  is  prepared  for  the  sick  above ;  the 
second  and  third  stories  are  used  as  wards  for  the  sick.  In  these  rooms 
are  nearly  twice  as  many  beds  as  there  ought  to  be.  The  ventilation 
seems  to  be  neglected,  the  air  is  much  contaminated,  though  in  such  a 
breezy  location  this  is  altogether  unnecessary.  In  the  attic  the  roof  is  so 
low  that  it  can  easily  be  touched  by  the  men  as  they  lie  in  bed.  I  think 
the  hospital  should  not  be  expected  to  receive  over  forty  persons.  The 
bedsteads  are  of  iron ;  the  beds  and  bedding  are  much  the  same  as  at  the 
brick  building.  The  inmates'  clothing  is  in  fair  order.  There  is  a  matron 
at  this  hospital,  who,  is  assisted  by  two  prison  women  to  prepare  the 
food,  wash  the  dishes  and  do  all  kitchen  work.  Most  of  the  nursing 
is  performed  by  the  pauper  men.  There  is  what  may  be  called  a  sub- 
superintendent,  who  resides  here,  and  in  his  family  are  three  prison 
women  as  helpers. 

In  comparing  the  Boston  almshouses  with  those  elsewhere,  I  should 
say  that  the  Marcella  Street  Home  is  excellent ;  the  Deer  Island  group  is 
well-managed  in  most  respects,  yet  in  comparison  with  the  almshouses  of 
Springfield,  Woburn,  Fitchburg,  Lancaster  and  Andover,  the  Boston 
institutions  will  not  take  the  lead.  Boston  has  in  its  almshouses  a  more 
changeable  population,  which  from  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  be  kept 
in  as  perfect  a  condition.  There  are,  it  seems  to  me,  several  faults  of 
which  it  may  be  well  to  speak.  First,  the  truants  at  Deer  Island  should 
not  be  even  in  proximity  to  the  hardened  adult  class  committed  to   the 
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Island,  but  should  be  under  another  management  in  some  other  locality. 
Again,  the  superintendent  at  Rainsford  Island  should  be  independent  of 
Deer  Island,  for  this  would  conduce  to  more  responsible  oversight  than 
now,  when  daily  orders  have  to  be  received  from  a  superior  officer. 
Again,  the  hospital  at  Rainsford  Island  is  crowded  to  such  an  extent  that 
all  sanitary  laws  are  violated;  the  building  as  it  now  stands  is  unfit,  and 
should  be  replaced,  remodelled  or  enlarged.  The  work  of  the  culinary 
department  in  the  main  building  should  not  be  performed  by  men,  but  by 
women  sent  over  from  Deer  Island,  or  from  Austin  Farm. 

These  criticisms  of  Mrs.  Brown  do  not  affect  the  new  establish- 
ment at  Long  Island  which  she  did  not  visit,  nor  has  it  been 
visited  by  any  agent  of  the  Board.  Being  a  new  establishment, 
it  would  naturally  have  some  inconveniences,  and  is  more  or  less 
complained  of.  The  Austin  Farm  establishment,  since  it  became 
an  asylum  for  the  insane,  is  not  open  to  all  the  objections  made 
by  Mrs.  Brown  ;  nor  will  it  be  over- crowded  for  some  time  to  come. 
It  is  evident  that  none  of  these  establishments  are  quite  what  they 
should  be  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  a  new  organization  of  the  char- 
ities, either  of  the  city  or  the  county,  would  somewhat  improve 
them. 


The  almshouse  visitation  of  Worcester  County  will  not  be 
reported  this  year  for  want  of  space  ;  and  the  only  almshouse 
in  Nantucket  County  was  not  visited  during  the  year. 
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Financial  Tables  of  the  State  Establishments. 

Before  inserting  the  usual  tables,  in  which  the  State  poor 
and  the  paupers  of  the  cities  and  towns  are  included  together 
in  general  statistics  which  cover  many  years,  the  tables  of 
valuation,  income,  expenditure,  etc.,  at  the  eleven  State  es- 
tablishments under  the  supervision  of  the  Board  will  be  pre- 
sented with  some  remarks  concerning  them.  These  tables, 
numbered  from  YI.  to  XII.,  are  the  same  which  have  been 
published  with  slight  changes  every  year  since  1864,  to  show 
the  population  and  financial  condition  of  these  establish- 
ments in  which  the  dependents  both  of  the  State  and  the 
municipalities  are  maintained.  They  are  intended  to  present 
consecutively  what  cannot  be  given  in  a  single  table, — the 
main  financial  features  at  each  establishment  for  the  year, 
with  some  reference  to  the  preceding  year.  These  main 
features  are,  the  number  of  inmates  provided  for ;  the  valua- 
tion, real  and  personal,  of  the  establishment  in  which  they 
live ;  the  receipts  of  each  establishment,  with  the  sources  of 
income  ;  the  expenditures,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  with 
an  estimate  of  those  which  are  properly  current  expenses ; 
the  pecuniary  standing  of  each  establishment  at  the  end  of 
the  year  (October  1)  ;  and,  finally,  the  per  capita  cost  in 
each  of  the  main  articles  for  which  expense  is  incurred. 

Table  XI.  must  not  be  regarded  as  giving  a  perfectly  just 
comparison  between  the  establishments,  for  many  circum- 
stances exist  which  variously  affect  this  per  capita  cost  of 
particular  articles.  In  a  general  way,  however,  it  shows  the 
facts  pretty  clearly.  The  large  per  capita  cost  in  some 
establishments  is  due  to  the  small  number  of  their  inmates 
during  the  year. 
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In  Table  XII.  the  reader  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
'  <  Whole  Sum  derived  from  the  State  Treasury  "  covers  both 
special  and  current  appropriations,  except  for  new  construc- 
tion, as  at  Bridge  water  and  Westborough,  while  the  "Net 
Cost  to  State  "  only  gives  what  the  State  has  actually  paid 
(clear  of  all  reimbursements  and  special  loans)  for  current 
expenditure,  and  how  much  each  State  beneficiary  has  cost 
the  State  in  the  year.  The  average  weekly  cost  given  under 
< '  Net  Cost  to  the  State "  is  computed  for  State  patients 
alone,  at  the  lunatic  hospitals,  and  therefore  varies  from 
the  true  average  cost  to  the  public  of  all  the  patients. 

In  the  Table  of  Receipts  the  final  column  contains  the 
sums  collected  by  the  State  Treasurer  during  the  year  end- 
ing October  1,  1887,  for  the  support  of  persons  having  set- 
tlements in  some  city  or  town,  or  having  relatives  able  to 
support  them  in  the  establishments.  Besides  the  aggregate 
of  such  receipts  given  in  this  table  ($33,646,  or  includ- 
ing the  School  for  Feeble-Minded,  $35,290),  there  was 
received  from  the  United  States  as  a  reimbursement  under 
the  immigration  laws  the  sum  of  $8,933.87  for  the  year 
ending  October  1,  1887,  of  which  $6,000  was  for  the  sup- 
port of  inmates  in  several  of  the  establishments  named  in 
this  Table  VIII.  Adding  in  this  last  named  amount,  the 
total  sum  collected  during  the  year  for  the  support  of  per- 
sons maintained  in  these  establishments,  but  not  properly 
State  charges  ($41,290),  indicates  an  amount  which 
should  be  deducted  from  the  gross  outlay  by  the  State  in 
these  establishments  ;  and  this  deduction  has  been  made  in 
Table  XII.,  in  order  to  get  the  net  cost  to  the  State  in  each 
establishment.  About  two-thirds  of  this  reimbursement,  or 
$30,000,  goes  to  the  State  Treasury  in  payment  for  the  sup- 
port of  insane  persons  in  the  hospitals  and  asylums ;  the 
gross  expenditure  for  whom  during  the  year  ending  October 
1,  1887,  was  $175,000.  Making  this  deduction,  the  net 
cost  to  the  State  under  this  appropriation  becomes  $145,000. 
In  this  reimbursement  for  the  insane  is  included  the  round 
sum  of  $8,000,  collected  by  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  board 
of  city  and  town  patients  at  the  Tewksbury  Asylum,  because 
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these  are  persons  who  must  be  at  the  hospitals,  if  they  were 
not  maintained  at  Tewksbury.  As  pauper  settlements  are 
found  for  patients  in  the  hospitals  and  asylums,  who  were 
originally  committed  as  State  charges,  the  State  Treasurer 
is  notified  of  the  amount  due  from  each  city  or  town  of  set- 
tlement, and  collects  it  in  the  usual  manner ;  but  his  collec- 
tions are  always  at  least  one  quarter  in  arrears.  That  is  to 
say,  the  sums  charged  for  the  quarter  ending  October  1  are 
not  collected  until  the  quarter  ending  January  1  ;  so  that 
the  figures  in  Table  VIII.  are  not  strictly  correct  for  the 
year  ending  October  1,  1887,  inasmuch  as  they  come  down 
no  later  than  July  1 .  But  as  the  collections  in  one  quarter 
do  not  greatly  vary  from  those  in  another,  the  error  thence 
arising  is  not  very  material. 

In  Table  X.,  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  State 
establishments  on  the  1st  of  October,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  six  establishments  for  the  insane,  first  named, 
stand  on  a  footing  materially  different  from  the  second  series 
of  five  establishments  beginning  with  the  Tewksbury  Alms- 
house, and  different  in  some  respects  from  the  Feeble- 
Minded  School.  These  hospitals,  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter,  are  able  to  show,  in  a  general  way,  what  their 
resources  are,  and  at  the  end  of  each  year  they  take  an  in- 
ventory, so  that  on  the  1st  of  October  their  resources,  which 
are  wholly  within  their  own  control,  can  be  precisely  calcu- 
lated. The  next  five  establishments  have  few  resources 
except  what  they  derive  from  the  State  treasury,  and  there- 
fore their  ' '  balance  in  favor  of  the  establishment "  on  the 
1st  of  October  principally  represents  the  unexpended  State 
appropriation  of  the  calendar  year,  which  will  be  diminished 
each  month  until  January  1,  when  it  will  disappear  entirely. 
The  balances  of  the  six  hospitals  and  asylums,  however,  do 
not  usually  diminish  during  the  quarter,  unless  there  is  some 
extraordinary  expenditure. 

The  hospital  surplus  is  now  increasing  at  Northampton, 
at  the  Worcester  Hospital  and  at  the  Worcester  Asylum  ;  but 
it  is  diminishing,  since  October  1,  1887,  at  Dan  vers,  by  the 
purchase  of  nine  acres  of  land  for  an  ice-pond  and  the  cost 
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of  constructing  an  ice-house  —  in  all  nearly  $2,000;  at 
Taunton  by  the  continuation  of  extensive  repairs ;  and  at 
Westborough  by  the  fact  that  the  hospital  is  not  yet  quite 
self-supporting.  At  all  the  hospitals  the  surplus  must  here- 
after diminish  if  the  cost  of  the  clothing  and  breakage  of 
patients  are  to  be  included  in  the  price  of  board,  as  the 
attorney-general  has  decided  that  they  must  be,  by  the  terms 
of  the  statute  as  revised.  The  receipts  for  patients  whose 
settlement  has  been  determined  during  the  year  by  the 
State  Board  do  not  go  to  the  hospitals,  but  directly  into  the 
State  treasury. 

In  Table  XII. ,  the  column  headed  '  <  Net  Cost  to  the  Public '' 
is  calculated  thus  :  The  sums  paid  out  at  each  establishment 
for  current  expense  (excluding  what  may  be  called  construc- 
tion expenses)  are  increased  or  diminished  by  the  decrease  or 
increase  in  value  of  the  perishable  personal  property  (and,  at 
the  hospitals,  of  the  surplus)  ;  and  from  this  sum,  except  at 
the  hospitals,  are  deducted  receipts  from  labor,  sales,  etc., 
but  not  the  sums  collected  for  the  board  of  inmates.  This 
calculation  is  supposed  to  give  very  near  the  actual  cost 
to  the  whole  public  of  carrying  on  each  establishment, 
which  is,  of  course,  usually  greater  than  the  cost  to  the 
State,  that  only  in  part  pays  for  the  support  of  persons  in 
these  establishments ;  the  cities  and  towns  and  private 
citizens  paying  the  rest.  But  the  cost  to  the  public,  cal- 
culated for  an}^  particular  year,  in  the  manner  mentioned 
above,  may  not  be  exact,  and  will  need  to  be  revised  after 
a  period  of  years,  especially  if  there  has  been  any  consid- 
erable rise  or  fall  in  prices.  The  particular  sources  of 
income  for  each  establishment  are  given  in  Table  VIII. ,  in 
which  the  column  ' '  Other  Receipts  on  account  of  the  Estab- 
lishments" contains  the  sums  collected  for  board  of  inmates. 
In  this  table  of  receipts  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  total  is 
somewhat  swollen  by  miscellaneous  sums  received,  and  by 
the  funds  as  well  as  the  cash  on  hand,  at  certain  establish- 
ments. In  the  same  way  in  Table  IX.,  the  extraordinary 
expenditures  include  the  reinvestment  of  funds,  payments  into 
the  State  treasury,  and  other  nominal  expenditures  necessary 
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to  balance  the  account.  It  is  difficult  to  separate  exactly  the 
extraordinary  from  the  ordinary  expenses,  particularly  in  the 
matter  of  repairs  and  improvements,  but  the  rule  adopted  by 
the  Board  for  several  years  has  been  to  limit  "  ordinary  re- 
pairs "  in  the  smaller  establishments  to  $3,000  a  year  and  in 
the  larger  to  $5,000  a  year,  calling  anything  in  excess  of 
this  an  extraordinary  expenditure,  whether  so  reported  by 
the  trustees  or  not.  It  is  only  by  some  such  rule  as  this 
that  a  reasonable  uniformity  can  be  maintained  in  the  accounts 
of  the  different  establishments. 

There  are  unavoidable  differences  in  reporting  the  expenses 
of  these  establishments.  Thus  the  Lyman  School  at  West- 
borough,  besides  its  outlay  of  $39,000.00,  reported  in  the 
tables,  has  expended  nearly  $1,000  from  the  income  of  its 
funds.  Making  allowance  for  this,  and  deducting  the  $1,344 
paid  into  the  State  treasury  (which  is  rather  a  disburse- 
ment than  an  expense),  the  whole  outlay  at  this  school 
during  the  year  was  about  $40,000  ;  and  of  this  the  strictly 
current  expense  of  carrying  on  the  school  was  not  more  than 
$26,000.  At  establishments  such  as  the  hospitals,  the 
increase  either  in  the  personal  assets,  or  in  the  "  balance  in 
favor  of  the  establishment "  during  the  year,  really  dimin- 
ishes the  current  cost,  because  it  leaves  the  hospital  better 
stocked  and  provided.  Thus  the  Dan  vers  Hospital  appears  in 
Table  IX.  to  have  &  per  capita  cost  considerably  greater  than 
the  other  hospitals,  because  it  has  charged  less  to  extraordi- 
nary expenses,  and  has  considerably  increased  its  surplus  and 
its  stock  of  supplies  on  hand.  Taking  the  six  establishments 
for  the  insane  as  they  stand  in  the  tables,  and  making  the 
additions  and  deductions  necessary  to  show  the  net  current 
cost  at  each,  the  following  would  be  the  result :  At  Worces- 
ter (Hospital),  $141,000,  (Asylum),  $62,500;  at  Taunton, 
$117,000  ;  at  Northampton,  $80,000  ;  at  Danvers,  $140,000  ; 
in  all  not  quite  $541,000,  or  an  average  weekly  cost  of 
$3.50  for  each  patient.  Their  current  income  was  more 
than  $615,000,  or  nearly  $4  a  week  for  each  patient. 

In  order  to  show  what  financial  changes  have  taken  place 
in  these  establishments,  and  those  corresponding  to  them,  in 
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the  last  twenty-one  years,  some  faets  may  be  given  from  the 
returns  of  1866.  On  the  first  of  October  in  that  year  the 
total  valuation  of  three  lunatic  hospitals  (Worcester,  Taun- 
ton and  Northampton ),four  pauper  establishments  and  three 
State  reformatories  was  $1,951,025,  instead  of  $5,909,523, 
twenty-one  years  later.  The  increase  was  mainly  in  land 
and  buildings  — for  the  personal  estate  in  1866  was  $552,744, 
and  is  now  $1,010,916.  The  total  receipts  in  1866  were 
$672,910,  and  in  1887,  $1,311,643;  but  this  increase  was 
wholly  in  establishments  for  the  insane,  which  in  1866  re- 
ceived only  $259,864,  and  in  1887  about  $912,000.  The 
total  ordinary  expenditures  in  1866  were  $552,097,  the 
extraordinary  expenditures  $85,082  ;  while  in  1887  the  ordi- 
nary expenditures  were  more  than  $855,000,  and  the  extra- 
ordinary more  than  $288,000.  Here  also  the  increase  was 
wholly  at  the  establishments  for  the  insane  ;  the  establish- 
ments for  the  State  poor  having  expended  in  1865-6  more 
than  $207,000,  and  in  1886-7  less  than  $202,000  ;  while  the 
State  reformatories,  which  twenty  years  ago  expended  more 
than  $122,000,  last  year  expended,  for  strictly  ordinary  pur- 
poses, less  than  $45,000.  During  the  twenty-one  years 
the  average  number  of  inmates  increased  from  3,630  to 
4,958  ;  but  this  increase  is  much  more  than  accounted  for 
by  the  increase  among  the  insane,  who  averaged  twenty- 
one  years  ago  in  the  State  establishments  only  1,100,  and 
last  year  averaged  more  than  3,175,  besides  420  at  Tewks- 
bury  and  Bridge  water. 

The  hospital  surplus,  which  now  reaches  nearly  $200,000, 
was  on  the  1st  of  October,  1886,  less  than  $1,000,  —  indeed 
it  was  less  than  nothing,  for  while  the  Taunton  Hospital  re- 
ported a  surplus  of  $11,290,  the  Northampton  and  Worces- 
ter Hospitals  were  in  debt  more  than  $20,000,  viz.  :  $4,168 
at  Northampton  and  $16,259  at  Worcester. 


The  three  Tables  which  follow,  XIII. ,  XIV.  and  XV., 
will  show  what  changes  in  the  population  of  the  State,  city 
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and  town  establishments  have  taken  place,  not  only  in  the 
past  twenty  years,  but  since  1854,  when  the  present  system- 
atic enumeration  began  ;  and  Table  XVI.  will  show  the  rela- 
tive increase  of  State,  town  and  private  patients  in  all  the 
public  establishments  for  the  insane  since  1864.  This  last- 
named  Table  will  account  fully  for  the  great  increase  in  the 
cost  of  supporting  the  Massachusetts  insane  during  the  past 
twenty  years. 
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THE    STATE    AND    TOWN    POOR    SINCE    1854. 


Table  XIII.  —  Number  of  the  State  Poor  and  of  the  City  and 
Town  Poor  remaining  in  the  Establishments  at  the  close  of  each 
official  Year,  for  Thirty-four  Years. 
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1854,  . 

669 

500 

503 

189 

151 

38 

100 

2,150 

3,000 

300 

5,450 

1855,  . 

928 

688 

449 

218 

128 

120 

100 

2,631 

2,500 

300 

5,431 

1856,  . 

703 

713 

585 

230 

141 

139 

100 

2,611 

2,700 

310 

5,621 

1857,  . 

751 

638 

598 

253 

119 

150 

80 

2,589 

3,000 

330 

5,919 

1858,  . 

822 

565 

525 

212 

86 

139 

176 

2,525 

2,900 

420 

5,845 

1859,  . 

635 

495 

494 

159 

87 

175 

153 

2,197 

3,000 

400 

5,597 

1860,  . 

628 

519 

481 

147 

130 

196 

221 

2,322 

3,000 

410 

5,732 

1861,  . 

974 

596 

764 

163 

156 

243 

216 

3,112 

3,200 

380 

6,692 

1862,  . 

776 

596 

560 

124 

189 

271 

232 

2,748 

3,100 

415 

6,263 

1863,  . 

633 

570 

536 

144 

175 

238 

258 

2,544 

3,000 

425 

5,969 

1864,  . 

649 

628 

485 

35 

116 

186 

216 

2,307 

2,700 

448 

5,455 

1865,  . 

637 

541 

482 

121 

91 

152 

235 

2,259 

2,800 

481 

5,540 

1866,  . 

707 

561 

311 

21 

129 

147 

272 

2,148 

2,958 

498 

5,604 

1867,  . 

686 

657 

341 

101 

153 

271 

2,209 

3,003 

532 

5,744 

1868,  . 

636 

540 

425 

96 

181 

264 

2,142 

3,012 

552 

5,706 

1869,  . 

690 

397 

364 

51 

145 

234 

1,881 

2,844 

655 

5,380 

1870,  . 

655 

363 

337 

35 

124 

209 

1,723 

2,758 

728 

5,209 

1871,  . 

639 

408 

397 

3 

29 

91 

215 

1,779 

2,506 

770 

5,055 

1872,  . 

674 

381 

308 

> 

25 

85 

230 

1,703 

2,483 

844 

5,030 

1873,  . 

762 

429 

347 

<3 

48 

76 

247 

1,909 

2,496 

858 

5,263 

1874,  . 

805 

409 

375 

P 

82 

128 

291 

2,090 

2,758 

886 

3,734 

1875,  . 

792 

449 

422 

42 

135 

262 

2,102 

3,160 

1,044 

6,306 

1876,  . 

798 

479 

503 

35 

137 

253 

2,205 

3,630 

1,180 

7,015 

1877,  . 

919 

466 

389 

51 

158 

239 

2,222 

3,969 

1,310 

7,501 

1878,  . 

897 

473 

249 

80 

174 

134 

198 

2,205 

4,022 

1,479 

7,706 

1879,  . 

846 

421 

225 

149 

191 

126 

202 

2,160 

3/563 

1,634 

7,357 

1880,  . 

840 

370 

158 

134 

240 

119 

183 

2,044 

4,017 

1,760 

7,821 

1881,  . 

888 

332 

129 

112 

209 

81 

176 

1,947 

3,818 

1,941 

7,706 

1882,  . 

789 

365 

210 

115 

239 

94 

161 

1,973 

3,828 

2,075 

7,876 

1883,  . 

894 

332 

63 

150 

289 

111 

157 

1,996 

3,945 

2,156 

8,097 

1884,  . 

940 

310 

95 

153 

279 

100 

153 

2,030 

4,181 

2,161 

8,372 

1885,  . 

776 

293 

304 

214 

309 

123 

154 

2,173 

4,248 

2,204 

8,625 

1886,  . 

786 

239 

267 

200 

249 

113 

141 

1,995 

4,888 

2,305 

9,188 

1887,  • 

836 

212 

324 

165 

228 

111 

104 

2,095+ 

5,012 

2,413 

9,520 

At  Danvers  since  1877.  f  Approximate  till  1866.   J  The  2,095  includes  115  at  Westborough. 


Note.  —  The  figures  for  Monson  exclude  the  children  committed  by  courts  to  the 
custody  of  this  Board  and  temporarily  placed  in  the  School.  The  totals  include  100 
for  each  of  the  years  1854, 1855,  and  1856,  and  80  for  each  of  the  years  1857  and  1858, 
supported  by  the  State  at  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital. 
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Table  XIV. — Average  Number   of  the  State  and  the  City  and 
Town  Poor  in  the  Establishments  for  Thirty-four  Years. 
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1854,  . 

705 

354 

382 

168 

90 

60 

100 

1,859 

3,524 

300 

5,683 

1855,  . 

838 

633 

541 

206 

70 

50 

100 

2,538 

2,595 

300 

5,433 

1856,  . 

831 

706 

557 

220 

100 

80 

100 

2,694 

2,945 

305 

5,944 

1857,  . 

770 

640 

597 

250 

139 

86 

80 

2,642 

3,554 

320 

6,516 

1858,  . 

940 

823 

770 

236 

172 

153 

80 

3,254 

3,254 

375 

6,883 

1859,  . 

779 

581 

604 

171 

184 

181 

165 

2,675 

3,105 

410 

6,190 

1860,  . 

668 

570 

579 

169 

154 

202 

195 

2,537 

3,290 

405 

6,232 

1861,  . 
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590 

631 

165 

168 

238 

219 

2,911 

3,385 

395 

6,691 

1862,  . 

913 

649 

708 

155 

184 

276 

271 

3,136 

3,377 

400 

6,933 

1863,  . 

737 

601 

608 
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258 

247 
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3,233 

420 
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138 

142 

262 

2,259 

3,000 
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95 
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5,879 
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74 
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3,004 

650 

5,762 

1870,  . 

724 
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335 

52 

147 
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1,937 

2,752 

720 

5,409 

1871,  . 
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388 
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44 
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745 
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1872,  . 
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50 
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1874,  . 

881 
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> 

63 
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2,161 

2,715 
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5,741 
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eg 
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1876,  . 
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ft 

53 
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6,597 

1877,  . 

1878,  . 
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53 
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2,300 
2,271 

3,747 
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1,158 

1,288 
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7,462 

943 

481 

25 

1879,  . 
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448 

309 
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2,363 

3,977 

1,402 

7,742 

1880,  . 

916 

387 
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211 
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1,543 

7,467 

1881,  . 

878 

360 

229 

139 
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2,141 
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7,645 

1882,  . 

860 

383 

223 
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89 
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2,095 

3,746 

1,998 

7,839 

1883,  . 

918 

345 

.  181 
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2,116 

3,769 

2,075 

7,960 

1884,  . 

966 

345 
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181 

289 

114 
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3,911 

2,150 

8,278 

1885,  . 

958 

299 

350 

209 

305 
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2,395 

4,255 

2,200 

8,750 

1886,  . 

876* 

274 

365 

213 

277 

146 

140 

2,291 

4,366 

2,250* 

8,907 

1887,  . 

863* 

219 

376 

209 

252 

110 

123 

2,240 

4,358 

2,355* 

8,953 

*  The  whole  average  number  at  Tewksbury  (916)  is  made  up  of  876  State  and  40  Town 
inmates  in  1886;  and  (904)  in  1887  made  up  of  863  State  and  41  Town  inmates.  The  average 
number  of  the  city  and  town  poor  in  hospitals  and  asylums  is  only  approximate. 

t  At  Danvers  since  1877. 


Note.  —  The  same  remarks  apply  here  to  some  extent  as  in  Table  XIII. 
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THE    INSANE    IN    PUBLIC    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Table  XVI. — Number  of  /State,  Town  and  Private  Patients  remain- 
ing in  the  Public  Hospitals  and  Asylums  for  the  Insane  on  the  30th 
of  September,  for  tioenty-four  Years. 


At  Worcester. 
(Hospital.) 

At  Wor's'r. 
(Asylum.) 

At  Taunton. 
(Hospital.) 

At  Northampt'n. 
(Hospital.) 

At  Danvers. 

YEARS. 

3 
to 

©  pH 

si 

Ph 

a 
•2 'is 

CO 

CO 

a 

oP-i 

o5 

.2 

3*Ph 

GO 

to 

C 

©Pi 

03 

s  § 

Ph 

c 

s'^ 

£Ph 
GO 

oPh 

>  03 

•CPh 

to 

a 

<v 

£Ph 
CO 

si 

fe"o1 

Eh 

s  S 

Ph 

1864,  . 

116 

125* 

113* 

- 

- 

186 

137* 

40* 

216 

45 

73 

- 

- 

1865,  . 

91 

132* 

118* 

- 

- 

152 

145 

45 

235 

48 

69 

- 

- 

- 

1866,  . 

139 

133* 

119* 

- 

- 

147 

146 

48 

272 

52 

81 

- 

- 

- 

1867,  • 

101 

142 

114 

- 

- 

153 

132 

51 

271 

49 

93 

- 

- 

- 

1868,  . 

96 

141 

145 

- 

- 

181 

168 

49 

264 

51 

106 

- 

- 

- 

1869,  . 

51 

173 

152 

" 

- 

145 

194 

44 

234 

63 

105 

- 

- 

- 

1870,  . 

35 

193 

181 

- 

- 

124 

208 

50 

209 

73 

123 

- 

- 

- 

1871,  . 

29 

211 

181 

- 

- 

91 

213 

78 

215 

89 

116 

- 

- 

- 

1872,  . 

25 

241 

173 

- 

- 

85 

261 

68 

230 

99 

104 

- 

- 

- 

1873,  . 

48 

244 

177 

- 

- 

76 

290 

68 

247 

101 

85 

- 

- 

- 

1874,  . 

82 

244 

159 

- 

- 

128 

308 

72 

291 

110 

75 

- 

- 

- 

1875,  . 

42 

296 

140 

- 

- 

135 

394 

73 

262 

139 

75 

- 

- 

- 

1876,  . 

35 

320 

132 

" 

- 

137 

485 

70 

253 

148 

63 

- 

- 

- 

1877,  . 

51 

355 

122 

- 

- 

158 

563 

55 

239 

175 

61 

- 

- 

- 

1878,  . 

77 

303 

129 

97 

278 

134 

387 

58 

198 

179 

52 

80 

107 

35 

1879,  . 

73 

300 

116 

118 

253 

126 

378 

55 

202 

184 

56 

149 

334 

50 

1880,  . 

120 

311 

102 

120 

253 

119 

378 

59 

183 

206 

57 

134 

395 

78 

1881,  . 

114 

363 

108 

95 

272 

81 

411 

56 

176 

229 

58 

112 

432 

82 

1882,  . 

135 

442 

104 

104 

277 

94 

414 

60 

161 

244 

54 

115 

442 

99 

1883,  . 

184 

436 

111 

105 

287 

111 

463 

59 

158 

253 

58 

150 

461 

110 

1884,  . 

170 

460 

119 

109 

277 

100 

458 

69 

153 

253 

57 

153 

452 

113 

1885,  . 

197 

464 

125 

112 

293 

123 

472 

61 

154 

262 

60 

214 

434 

104 

1886,  . 

149 

486 

123 

100 

298 

113 

484 

66 

141 

283 

67 

200 

459 

104 

1887,  . 

135 

432 

127 

93 

299 

111 

449 

74 

104 

300 

65 

165 

477 

98 

Approximate. 
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CLASSIFICATION    OF    INSANE    PEKSONS. 


Table  XVI.  — Number  of  State,  Town  and  Private  Patients,  etc.  — 

Continued. 


At  Ipswich* 
and  Westboro'. 

At 
Tewks- 

BURY. 

At 

SOMER- 
VILLE. 

At  South 
Boston. 

Totals 
by  Classes. 

n 

eo 
to 

CO 

CS 

o 

YEAKS. 

CO 

C 
o 

05 

si 

>  sS 

■Efc 

CO 

c 

Oh 

oJ'S 
>  cS 

"SPh 

Ph 

c 

o 
o — 

00 

a 

OS 

si 

"3 

© 

o 

1864, 

- 

25 

7 

130f 

200 

116 

51 

648 

448 

484 

1,580 

1865, 

- 

27 

7 

138f 

192 

129 

50 

616 

481 

481 

1,578 

1866, 

- 

34 

9 

145 

203 

133 

44 

693 

498 

504 

1,695 

1867, 

- 

39 

15 

248 

181 

130 

36 

773 

532 

490 

1,795 

1868, 

- 

38 

14 

264 

173 

154 

25 

805 

552 

512 

1,869 

1869, 

- 

40 

16 

267 

186 

185 

19 

697 

655 

522 

1,874 

1870, 

- 

47 

19 

294 

186 

207 

15 

662 

728 

574 

1,962 

1871, 

- 

34 

17 

295 

170 

223 

17 

630 

770 

579 

1,979 

1872, 

- 

43 

18 

299 

174 

200 

14 

639 

844 

551 

2,034 

1873, 

- 

45 

19 

303 

163 

178 

13 

674 

858 

525 

2,057 

1874, 

- 

41 

20 

319 

150 

183 

22 

820 

886 

498 

2,204 

1875, 

- 

43 

19 

286 

159 

172 

29 

725 

1,044 

495 

2,264 

1876, 

- 

50 

21 

284 

159 

177 

18 

711 

1,180 

463 

2,354 

1877, 

- 

51 

20 

286 

183 

166 

26 

734 

1,310 

467 

2,511 

1878, 

- 

55 

15 

251 

163 

170 

26 

837 

1,479 

478 

2,794 

1879, 

- 

54 

12 

202 

160 

130 

23 

870 

1,634 

472 

2,976 

1880, 

- 

49 

12 

191+ 

163 

136 

26 

867 

1,760 

497 

3,124 

1881, 

- 

46 

12 

2271 

153 

154 

24 

805 

1,941 

493 

3,239 

1882, 

- 

50 

9 

274+ 

160 

169 

19 

846 

2,075 

505 

3,426 

1883, 

- 

51 

11 

252+ 

174 

171 

16 

926 

2,156 

539 

3,621 

1884, 

- 

46 

7 

307+ 

175 

178 

16 

955 

2,161 

556 

3,672 

1885, 

- 

50 

7 

299+ 

169 

195 

19 

1,064 

2,205 

545 

3,814 

1886, 

- 

47 

7 

367+ 

161 

206 

27 

1,076$ 

2,305 

555 

3,936 

1887, 

115 

172 

22 

349+ 

169 

214 

33 

1,137$, 

2,413|] 

588 

4,138 

*  Ipswich  until  1887.  |  Approximate. 

X  Including  a  few  town  patients  in  recent  years,  viz.,  32  in  1880,34  in  1SS1,  37  in  1882,  34  in 
1883,  37  in  1884,  34  in  1885,  42  in  1886,  and  41  in  1887. 

§  Includes  48  at  Bridgewater  in  1886,  and  106  in  1887.  ||  Includes  29  at  Bridgewater. 
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Remarks  on  the  Tables  of  Insanity. 

The  numbers  reported  in  the  preceding  table  are  correct, 
except  when  a  few  patients  temporarily  absent  are  counted  as 
remaining.  It  this  year  includes  for  the  first  time  the  pa- 
tients (12  men  and  61  women,  boarding  in  families  September 
30,  1887)  under  the  Act  of  1885,  increasing  the  total  under 
direct  supervision  at  that  date  to  4,276.  The  number  of 
insane  persons  in  city  and  town  almshouses  and  local  asy- 
lums, or  boarding  in  families  at  the  expense  of  towns,  cannot 
be  exactly  stated,  but  Avas  not  much  less  than  750,  which, 
added  to  the  aggregate  in  the  table,  would  give  5,026  insane 
persons  directly  or  indirectly  under  the  Board's  supervision 
October  1,  1887.  The  whole  number  of  the  Massachusetts 
insane  coming  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  during  the  year 
was  much  greater,  —  certainly  not  less  than  6,300.  Among 
this  number  there  have  died  during  the  year  at  least  400  ; 
350  or  more  recovered,  and  124  were  removed  from  the 
State  by  the  Board  ;  making  a  total  of  874  who  were  re- 
moved from  the  list  of  the  Massachusetts  insane  during  the 
year ;  but  there  were  added  to  this  list,  according  to  Table 
XVII.,  not  less  than  1,213  persons  who  had  never  before 
been  reckoned  ;  or  deducting  fifty,  as  persons  not  insane, 
but  inebriates,  etc.,  1,163  persons.  The  net  increase,  there- 
fore, would  seem  to  be  at  least  289,  and  doubtless  exceeded 
three  hundred  in  fact.  The  Ipswich  Receptacle  appears  for 
the  last  time  in  these  tables.  The  Austin  Farm  Asylum  had 
not  been  opened,  October  1,  1887,  and  therefore  does  not 
appear.  It  may  be  noted  that  Table  XVIII.  covers  a  year 
slightly  different,  in  two  asylums,  from  the  more  exact  Table 
XVII. 
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The  Tables  XVI.  to  XXVII.  include  one  recent  tabula- 
tion of  a  general  character,  based  on  the  returns  of  the  past 
and  former  years.  They  show  the  same  general  results 
that  have  been  indicated  in  previous  years,  ever  since  the 
statistics  of  insanity  began  to  be  reported  on  a  more  accu- 
rate basis  in  1880.  These  annually  increase  in  value  be- 
cause they  either  confirm  or  correct  the  figures  given  in 
other  years.  Table  XVII.  gives  at  one  view  all  the  main 
facts  concerning  insanity  in  Massachusetts,  wherever  it  is 
medically  treated,  but  does  not  include  the  insane  in  alms- 
houses, where  it  is  estimated  that,  during  the  year,  at  least 
900  insane  persons  have  appeared,  of  whom  60  or  70  have 
died.  The  number  of  the  insane  in  prisons  during  the  year 
has  exceeded  50.  Of  the  950  persons  in  almshouses  and 
prisons,  many  have  also  appeared  in  the  hospitals  and  asy- 
lums during  the  year  ;  but  excluding  all  duplications  of  this 
kind,  the  number  of  different  insane  persons  appearing  dur- 
ing the  year  on  the  records  of  the  Board  must  have  been  at 
least  6,300.  Of  these  something  more  than  400  are  known 
to  have  died  during  the  year,  while  more  than  350  nominally 
recovered,  and  less  than  130  were  removed  from  the  State. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  more  than  5,400  of  these  per- 
sons must  have  been  insane  in  Massachusetts  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  of  whom  nearly  5,000  were  then  in  public  and 
private  establishments,  or  living  in  private  families  at  the 
public  expense.  The  number  living  in  private  families  at 
private  expense  can  only  be  estimated,  but  must  exceed 
1,000.  Table  XVII.  shows  that  1,213  persons  appeared  for 
the  first  time  in  hospitals  and  asylums,  of  whom  1,163  were 
insane  ;  and  the  next  table  shows  how  many  of  these  first 
admissions  were  persons  suffering  from  recent  insanity,  —  the 
number  being  714.  But  of  all  persons  admitted  or  read- 
mitted to  these  eighteen  public  and  private  establishments, 
more  than  850  must  have  been  suffering  from  recent  insanity 
(that  is,  of  less  than  twelve  months'  continuance),  according 
to  the  manner  of  estimating  this  in  the  hospitals.  The  more 
exact  tables  only  include  seven  hospitals,  but  these  receive 
most  of  the  admissions  of  the  whole  State  during  the  year, 
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that  is,  some  1,780  cases  (not  persons),  out  of  a  total  of 
2,135.  The  deductions,  therefore,  which  can  be  made 
from  Tables  XIX.  -XXII.  are  probably  as  accurate  for  most 
purposes  as  if  they  included  all  the  hospitals  and  asylums  in 
the  State. 

In  regard  to  the  hospital  residence  of  the  patients  in  the 
State  hospitals  Table  XIX.  will  furnish  some  information. 
The  two  asylums  excluded  from  this  table  (at  Worcester  and 
Tewksbury)  would  show  a  much  longer  hospital  residence  for 
their  inmates  than  the  average  given  in  the  table,  if  the  whole 
period  of  hospital  life  could  be  reckoned,  and  the  average  in 
the  table  is  less  than  it  is  in  fact,  because  only  the  time  spent 
in  each  particular  hospital  since  the  patient's  last  admission 
is  reckoned.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  hospital  residence  of 
patients  remaining  has  steadily  increased  in  most  of  the  es- 
tablishments since  1880.  At  that  time  it  was  less  than  three 
and  one-third  years  in  the  Worcester  Hospital  and  less  than 
one  year  in  the  Danvers  Hospital,  but  seven  years  later  it  was 
more  than  five  years  in  the  Worcester  Hospital  and  about 
three  years  in  the  Danvers  Hospital.  This  is  because  those 
two  hospitals  were  new  in  1880,  and  there  had  not  been  time 
for  the  average  hospital  residence  of  their  patients  to  reach 
its  maximum.  In  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  this  average 
residence  in  1881  was  a  little  less  than  seven  years ;  in  1885 
it  reached  seven  and  three-fourths  years,  and  has  now  fallen 
but  little.  The  average  hospital  residence  of  2,211  cases 
terminating  in  death  during  the  past  eight  years  has  been 
two  years  and  eight  months,  while  the  continuance  of  insan- 
ity in  the  same  cases  was  about  six  years  and  six  months,  — 
being  twelve  months  longer  for  women  than  for  men.  During 
the  same  eight  years,  among  2,429  cases  terminating  in 
recovery  the  average  hospital  residence  was  less  than  eight 
months,  and  the  whole  continuance  of  insanity  from  the 
attack  one  year  and  fifty  days ;  but  the  men  recovered  one 
month  sooner  than  the  women.  In  respect  to  recoveries  it 
seems  that  the  average  duration  of  insanity  in  those  patients 
who  recovered  exceeds  one  year,  which  may  surprise  some ; 
but     if    attention    is   given    to   the    recoveries    reported    in 
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Table  XXV.,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  hospital  residence 
of  these  patients  was  about  one  year  each,  on  the  average. 
The  average  duration  in  all  such  reckonings  is  much  in- 
creased by  the  comparatively  few  cases  of  long  standing ; 
thus,  in  Table  XXY.,  if  only  the  recoveries  of  those  ad- 
mitted in  the  last  two  years  are  considered,  the  hospital 
residence  would  fall  to  ten  months  or  less. 

The  result  of  different  admissions,  as  shown  by  Table 
XXII.,  are  worthy  of  careful  attention.  Of  8,780  persons, 
discharged  from  their  first  admission,  more  than  half  (4,766) 
went  out  unrecovered,  while  nearly  one-fourth  (2,039)  died, 
and  only  1,975,  or  less  than  one-fourth,  nominally  recov- 
ered. Of  second  admissions,  a  little  more  than  half  (693) 
were  discharged  unrecovered,  while  263,  or  not  quite  one- 
fourth  recovered,  and  211  died.  Of  the  third  and  fourth 
admissions,  also,  more  than  half  were  discharged  unre- 
covered, though  the  recoveries  here  were  three  times  as 
numerous  as  the  deaths.  In  the  discharges  of  all  kinds, 
which  aggregate  10,347,  the  unrecovered  were  a  little  more 
than  half  (5,793),  while  the  deaths  (2,211)  nearly  balanced 
the  nominal  recoveries,  2,429.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  also, 
that  these  2,429  recoveries  probably  represented  less  than 
2,200  different  persons  ;  and  that  the  discharges  should  be 
reduced  to  less  than  9,500,  if  only  persons  are  considered, 
and  not  cases  ;  for  Table  XXVI.  shows  that  in  only  four 
of  these  seven  hospitals  the  number  of  relapses  after  recovery 
in  seven  years  was  592,  so  that  the  net  recoveries  in  the 
seven  hospitals  cannot  have  exceeded  1,800  in  the  eight  years 
covered  by  Table  XXII.  ;  while  the  readmissions  of  persons 
discharged  unrecovered,  and  their  subsequent  discharge 
within  the  seven  years,  would  account  for  at  least  300  more 
duplications,  thus  bringing  the  whole  number  of  persons  dis- 
charged down  to  9,455.  It  thus  appears  that,  calculating  net 
recoveries  with  reference  to  the  persons  discharged,  who  did 
not  exceed  9,500,  while  the  net  recoveries  cannot  have  ex- 
ceeded 1,800,  the  true  percentage  of  recoveries  in  cases 
discharged  was  not  more  than  19,  or  less  than  one-fifth  of 
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the  whole  number;  while  the  deaths  (2,211)  were  about  23 
per  cent. 

Tables  XX.  and  XXI.  show  the  relative  frequency  of  the 
different  forms  of  insanity  in  our  hospitals,  and  also,  in  a 
general  way,  the  probabilities  of  a  favorable  "or  fatal  result 
in  each.  The  most  frequent  forms  of  insanity  are  mania 
(acute  and  chronic),  melancholia  and  dementia;  the  two 
former  showing  many  recoveries,  the  latter  very  few.  Gen- 
eral paralysis  shows  the  largest  proportions  of  death  to  the 
number  of  cases  ;  indeed,  nearly  all  general  paralytics  die. 
Recoveries  are  most  frequent  in  toxic  insanity  (including 
alcoholism  and  the  opium  habit),  in  acute  mania  and 
melancholia ;  in  puerperal  or  hysterical  mania  less  than  half 
recover.  In  chronic  mania,  and  in  dementia,  including 
senile  dementia,  few  recoveries  are  ever  reported.  The 
admissions  of  epileptics  during  the  year  being  87,  there 
are  17  deaths,  and  one  recovery;  in  general  paralysis, 
with  b'2  admissions  there  were  45  deaths,  most  of  them 
occurring  in  cases  not  admitted  during  the  year.  Epilepsy, 
as  seen  in  the  hospitals,  is  scarcely  more  curable  than  gen- 
eral paralysis  or  senile  dementia.  The  number  of  cases, 
both  of  epilepsy  and  general  paralysis,  in  these  two  tables 
is  considerably  greater  than  the  number  of  persons,  on 
account  of  readmissions  and  transfers.  It  should  also  be 
said  that  many  of  the  "cases  admitted"  appear,  too,  as 
"cases  recovered"  in  the  curable  form  of  insanity,  while 
some  of  the  persons  who  died  are  also  included  among 
admissions.  This  swells  the  aggregate  in  the  last  column 
considerably  above  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  Table 

XX.  applies  ;  but  the  nature  of  the  facts  shown  is  such  that 
no  serious  error  will  arise  from  this  source,  even  when  the 
aggregates  of  several  years  are  taken  together,  as  in  Table 

XXI.  ;  for  the  aggregate  of  cases  in  the  last-named  table 
contains  none  that  are  carried  along  from  year  to  year. 

Table  XXI.  gives  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  of  the 
principal  forms  of  mental  disease  to  make  certain  deductions 
from  it  valuable.  It  seems  that  mania  in  Massachusetts  is 
more  than  twice  as  frequent  as  melancholia  (the  proportion- 
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atenumbers  being  5,01  Hand  2^429)  ;  while  the  recoveries  from 
mania  are  but  slightly  more  frequent,  and  the  deaths  in  mania 
are  more  than  four  times  as  numerous  in  proportion  to  the 
cases  as  they  are  in  melancholia.  Yet  the  deaths  in  dementia 
have  been  nearly  as  many  during  the  eight  years  past 
(553)  as  the  deaths  in  mania  (640),  although  there 
have  been  but  1 ,596  cases  classified  as  dementia.  Doubt- 
less, however,  more  than  1,000  of  the  5,016  cases  of  mania 
became  dementia  before  the  patients  were  discharged  or  died, 
and  a  great  many  of  the  2,429  cases  of  melancholia  also 
passed  into  dementia.  Nor  is  the  distinction  very  closely 
drawn  between  chronic  melancholia,  or  even  chronic  mania, 
and  dementia.  The  deaths  recorded  from  organic  disease  of 
the  brain  are  surprisingly  few  in  eight  years, — only  51, 
but  as  paresis  certainly,  and  epileptic  insanity  probably,  are 
also  organic  diseases  of  the  brain,  the  deaths  under  this  head 
might  be  increased  to  over  620  by  including  the  418  from 
paresis  and  152  deaths  in  epilepsy.  The  relative  frequency 
of  death,  as  shown  by  Table  XXL,  is  as  follows,  in  the  prin- 
cipal forms  of  disease  reported:  mania  640,  paresis  418, 
melancholia  299,  senile  dementia  283,  other  forms  of  de- 
mentia 273,  epilepsy  152,  paralysis  72,  and  all  other 
organic  brain  diseases  51.  It  must  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  the  deaths  reported  in  each  disease  were  not 
always,  nor  in  some  cases  often  from  the  disease  specified, 
but  were  caused  by  ordinary  maladies  other  than  the  forms 
of  mental  disease  classified  in  the  table. 

Table  XXVI.  shows  by  years  what  has  been  the  number 
of  cases  admitted,  of  first  admissions  to  each  hospital,  of 
cases  readmitted,  of  persons  first  admitted  to  any  hospital, 
of  actual  readmissions,  of  reported  relapses  after  recovery, 
and  of  all  cases  recovered.  This  exhibit  includes  only  the 
five  State  hospitals  which  received  commitments  from  the 
courts,  in  order  to  present  complete  uniformity  of  statistics. 
The  whole  number  of  patients  in  these  hospitals  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  period  here  reported  was  2,142,  which,  added  to 
the  admissions  (8,986),  make  a  total  of  11,128  cases  within 
the  seven  years.     The  reported  first  admissions  numbered 
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7,213,  leaving  1,773  readmissions  ;  but  as  only  6,1X0  persons 
were  for  the  first  time  admitted,  the  actual  readmissions 
were  no  less  than  2,71)7,  or  almost  3L  per  cent,  of  all  cases 
admitted.  In  the  total  of  1 1 , 1 28  cases  within  the  eight  years, 
the  reported  recoveries  amount  to  1,755,  but  in  the  same 
time  600  relapsed  cases  are  reported,  —  that  is,  of  patients 
who  recovered  in  these  hospitals  and  afterwards  returned  to 
tbem  as  insane.  The  number  of  this  class  who  were  re- 
admitted to  other  hospitals  is  not  given,  but  would  have 
brought  the  total  up  to  650.  More  than  a  third  part,  there- 
fore, of  the  reported  recoveries  in  this  period  of  seven  years 
prove  to  have  relapsed,  and  this  proportion  on  the  whole 
has  been  increasing  during  the  years  covered  by  the  table. 
The  number  of  deaths  at  these  hospitals  during  the  same 
period  was  1,750.  Table  XXV.,  when  kept  up  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  will  show  valuable  results  which  throw  light 
on  different  methods  of  reporting  recoveries. 

Table  XXVIL  gives  important  information  respecting 
the  age  when  insanity  begins  and  when  it  terminates  in 
death.  It  includes  the  statistics  of  the  six  hospitals  for 
eight  years,  but  presents  its  facts  only  in  the  aggregate. 
Assuming  the  averages  in  this  table  to  be  fairly  computed, 
they  show  that  the  mean  age  at  which  insanity  first  occurs 
in  Massachusetts  is  between  38  and  39  years,  but  is  two 
years  greater  for  women  than  for  men  ;  and  that  the  age 
when  the  insane  are  first  admitted  to  our  hospitals  averages 
about  40  years,  still  being  greater  for  women  than  for 
men.  This  calculation  allows  an  average  time  of  about 
one  year  and  eight  months  between  the  first  attack  and  the 
first  hospital  admission ;  which  differs  from  that  computed 
from  other  annual  tables,  and  is  probably  to  be  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  cases  are  different  to  the  extent  of  hun- 
dreds or  thousands  in  the  first  two  divisions  of  the  table.  It 
is  also  true  that  the  "  first  admissions"  in  this  table  are  to 
the  particular  hospitals  making  the  returns,  and  not  abso- 
lutely the  first  admissions  of  each  individual.  This  fact  would 
increase  the  average  time  between  the  first  attack  and  the 
reported  first  admission.     The  average  age  at  death  being 
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50  years  and  nine  months,  and  the  average  age  at  first 
attack  being  only  38  years  and  nine  months,  there  would 
seem  to  be  an  average  continuance  of  insanity  of  nearly 
twelve  years  ;  but  when  allowance  is  made  for  the  periods 
of  sanity  intervening  in  many  cases,  this  number  of  years 
would  be  reduced.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
average  length  of  life,  after  insanity  is  established  and 
continued  without  interval,  is  more  than  ten  years. 

It  might  be  thought  that  the  facts  given  in  Table  XIX., 
concerning  the  average  insane  life  of  those  who  die  insane, 
show  that  established  insanity  cannot  continue  more  than 
seven  years  ;  but  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  duration  of 
insanity  recorded  in  Table  XIX.  is  less  likely  to  be  correct, 
than  that  recorded  in  Tables  XXII.  and  XXVII.  Between 
six  and  ten  years  seems  to  be  the  average  continuance  of 
established  insanity  in  Massachusetts.  The  death-rate  of 
the  5,605  insane  persons  included  in  Table  XVII.  seems  to 
have  been  67  in  a  thousand,  or  more  than  three  times  the 
ordinary  death-rate  in  Massachusetts  of  persons  at  the  same 
ages.  But  in  fact  it  exceeded  70  in  a  thousand,  and  for  the 
recent  insane  was  more  than  four  times  the  ordinary  death- 
rate. 
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FOIiMS    OF    INSANITY— 1880-87. 


Table  XXI.  —  Forms  of  Insanity  reported  for  the  last  Eight  Years 
at  Seven  Hospitals  of  Massachusetts. 


FORMS    OF  INSANITY. 

Cases 
Admitted. 

Cases 
Recovered. 

Persons 
Died. 

Mania,  acute 

2,736 

1,185 

278 

chronic,        

1,974 

131 

347 

recurrent,     

185 

83 

6 

puerperal  and  hysterical, 

121 

37 

9 

Total  (Mania), 

5,016 

1,436 

640 

Melancholia  (unclassified), 

271 

68 

27 

acute,          

1,563 

501 

119 

chronic 

587 

65 

153 

recurrent, 

5 

- 

- 

puerperal, 

3 

- 

- 

Total  (Melancholia),    .... 

2,429 

634 

299 

Monomania  (primary  delusional  insanity), 

48 

1 

4 

Dementia  (unclassified), 

100 

- 

47 

primary, 

320 

19 

88 

secondary,       

718 

2 

127 

senile, 

546 

- 

283 

organic,  

12 

- 

8 

Total  (Dementia) , 

1,696 

21 

553 

Paresis, 

662 

- 

418 

Paralysis, 

106 

3 

72 

Epilepsy, 

536 

12 

152 

Toxic  insanity  (from  alcohol,  opium,  etc.), 

464 

215 

10 

Delirium  tremens, 

108 

86 

4 

Organic  disease  (of  brain,  etc.) 

52 

1 

51 

Idiocy  and  imbecility, 

148 

- 

7 

Neurasthenia, 

2 

- 

Moral  insanity, 

9 

6 

- 

Not  insane, 

120 

- 

1 

Habitual  drunkards,* 

42* 

14 

- 

Total,     .        . 

11,438 

2,429 

2,211 

*  All  occurring  in  the  last  year.    In  the  previous  years  (and  in  Danvers  last  year)  there 
were  at  least  100  more,  and  perhaps  160  cases  coming  under  the  law  concerning  inebriates.   : 
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EIGHT   YEARS'    STATISTICS    OF    INSANITY 1880-87. 


Table  XXII.  —  Statistics  of  Cases  reported  ivithin  the  last  Eight 
Years  at  Seven  Hospitals  in  the  State. 


Total. 


Average  Duration  fin  months)  from  the  Attack  in  Cases 

Recovered  or  Died. 

Whole  number  of  recoveries 

1,238 

1,191 

2,429 

of  deaths, 

1,242 

969 

2,211 

Duration  before  admission  of  cases  recovered, 

8.25 

7.37 

6.98 

of  cases  died,       .... 

41.92 

40.07 

40.96 

Hospital  residence  in  cases  recovered, 

6.67 

7.77 

7.26 

in  cases  died, 

30.87 

31.4 

31.11 

Whole  duration  in  cases  recovered, 

13.22 

14.31 

13.73 

in  cases  died,          

66.8 

73.22 

89.3 

Duration  from  first  attack  in  cases  resulting  in  death, 

67.17 

79.17 

78.1 

Results  of  Different  Admissions. 

Discharged  on  First  Admission,  —  Whole  number, 

4,435 

4,345 

8,780 

Recovered, 

1,021 

954 

1,975 

Died,        .... 

1,090 

949 

2,039 

Otherwise,       .         .         . 

2,324 

2  442 

4,766 

Second  Admission,  —  Whole  number, 

617 

550 

1,167 

Recovered, 

135 

128 

263 

Died,        .... 

116 

95 

211 

Otherwise, 

366 

327 

693 

Third  Admission,  —  Whole  number, 

134 

142 

276 

Recovered, 

32 

39 

71 

Died,        .... 

24 

14 

38 

Otherwise, 

78 

89 

167 

Fourth  or  Subsequent  Admission,— Whole  number, 

138 

176 

314 

Recovered, 

53 

71 

124 

Died,        .... 

12 

11 

23 

Otherwise, 

73 

94 

167 

Civil  Condition  of  Cases  Admitted. 

On  First  Admission,  —  Unmarried,    . 

2,192 

1,886 

4,078 

Married, 

2,067 

1,878 

3,945 

Widowed, 

300 

777 

1,077 

Unknown, 

69 

31 

100 

Total, 

4,628 

4,572 

9,200 

On  Second  Admission,  —  Unmarried,    . 

351 

273 

624 

Married, 

287 

321 

608 

Widowed, 

43 

98 

141 

Unknown, 

2 

1 

3 

Total, 

683 

693 

1,376 

On  Third  Admission,  — Unmarried,    . 

85 

63 

148 

Married, 

55 

88 

143 

Widowed, 

10 

37 

47 

Unknown, 

- 

Total, 

150 

188 

338 

On  Fourth  or  Subsequent  Admission,  —  Unmarried,    . 

65 

56 

121 

Married, 

58 

61 

119 

Widowed, 

13 

52 

65 

Unknown, 

- 

Total, 

136 

169 

305 

Aggregates,  —  Unmarried,    . 

2,693 

2,278 

4,971 

Married, 

2,467 

2,348' 

4,815 

Widowed, 

366 

964 

1,330 

Unknown, 

71 

32 

103 

Total, 

5,597 

5,622 

11,219 
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HISTORICAL   VIEW    OF    HOSPITALS. 
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RECOVERIES    AND    RELAPSES. 


Table   XXVI. — Admissions.    Readmissions,    and    Recoveries 
Comparative   Table. 
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AVE11AGE    AGES    OF    THE    INSANE.  1880-86. 
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children  of  the  state. 

Remarks  on  Reformatory  and  Charitable  Schools. 

Table  XXVIII.  shows  the  population  and  expenses,  for 
the  year  just  closed,  of  fourteen  schools  maintained  by  the 
State,  the  cities,  and  one  county,  for  the  instruction,  disci- 
pline, and  reformation  of  poor  or  vicious  children.  For 
convenience,  institutions  very  unlike  each  other  are  brought 
together  ;  but  their  inmates  all  belong  to  the  dependent  and 
delinquent  classes.  The  State  Primary  School  is  here  con- 
sidered as  a  school  simply,  only  those  persons  being  entered 
who  have  been  admitted  to  the  school  by  vote  of  the  State 
Board  ;  so  that  the  number  is  less  than  in  preceding  tables, 
where  all  the  residents  at  the  Monson  establishment  are 
reckoned  in. 

The  net  cost  of  maintaining,  instructing  and  employing  an 
average  of  1,386  children  has  been  $226,601  in  the  past  year, 
or  an  average  weekly  cost  of  about  $3.15  for  each  child.  At 
the  State  schools  this  cost  is  higher,  rising  at  Westborough 
to  more  than  $5,  and  at  Lancaster  to  about  $5,  but  falling  at 
Monson  to  something  like  $2  75. 

The  smallest  per  capita  cost  in  any  of  these  schools 
appears  in  the  Lowell  Reform  School.  At  the  Boston 
House  of  Reformation,  the  schools  in  Cambridge  and 
Lawrence,  and  the  PI u miner  Farm  School,  Salem,  the 
reported  earnings  have  been  considerable  ;  the  weekly  cost 
at  the  first  two  is  below  $2.  At  the  PI u miner  School  the 
earnings  come  from  farm  and  garden  work,  at  the  Boston 
House  of  Reformation  from  printing,  and  in  Cambridge  from 
chair  seating  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  all  these  schools 
the  number  of  girls  is  only  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
number  (on  the  1st  of  October,  1887),  — less  than  370  girls 
out  of  a  total  of  1,373  pupils.  In  the  State  Primary  and 
Reform  Schools  the  proportion  is  somewhat  greater ;  viz., 
130  girls  out  of  476  pupils  in  all  ;  and  in  the  Idiot  School, 
at  South  Boston,  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  pupils  are  girls. 

Table  XXIX.  shows  the  net  expenses  and  average  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  certain  reformatory  and  charitable  schools 
for  the  last  thirty-four  years.  These  figures  are  not  exact, 
but  approximate. 
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REFORMATORY    EXPENSES. 


Table   XXIX. — Net   Expenses  of  Reformatory  and    Charitable 
Schools  for  Thirty-four  Years. 


*  WESTBOROUGH  AM) 

Boston  Hou.se  of 

Nautical 

Schools. 

Laxca 

STER. 

Monson. 

Reformation. 

Years. 

Expenses. 

Av.  No. 

Expenses. 

Av.  No. 

Expenses. 

Av.  No. 

Expenses. 

Av.  No. 

1854, 

$38,898 

472. 

$5,000+ 

77. 

1855, 

44,121 

562. 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

9,700+ 

87. 

1856, 

42,898 

568.8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19,400+ 

141. 

1857, 

48,921 

5  SO.  5 

$15,923 

56. 

_ 

- 

19.300+ 

155. 

1858, 

47,578 

589.8 

12,860 

94. 

- 

- 

20,000+ 

180. 

1859, 

44,405 

558.7 

12.312 

98. 

- 

- 

24,000+ 

210. 

I860, 

59.919 

493  4 

13,872 

114. 

- 

- 

25,000+ 

217. 

1861, 

59.758 

373.5 

12,971 

126. 

- 

- 

23,000+ 

214. 

1862, 

55,512 

403.7 

15.542 

140. 

- 

_ 

30,000+ 

225. 

1863, 

64,001 

473.7 

18,133 

137. 

- 

- 

30,000+ 

198. 

186*, 

87,125 

472  6 

17,371 

140. 

- 

- 

32,000+ 

200. 

1865, 

86.199 

485  6 

20,976 

140 

- 

- 

27,000+ 

213.2 

1866, 

93,365 

543.5 

24,753 

144. 

- 

- 

40,740 

207. 

1867, 

107,341 

611. 

24,267 

141. 

$44,000 

409.5 

30,127 

179. 

1868, 

98,433 

593  5 

20,435 

138. 

40,775 

413.4 

32,515 

224. 

1869. 

97, 1 89 

571. 

23,307 

140. 

32,752 

357. 

35,131 

304. 

1870, 

88,379 

502.1 

23,622 

145. 

34.878 

318  3 

31,275 

276. 

1871, 

68,995 

457. 

20,350 

138. 

41,344 

335.8 

33,621 

294. 

1872, 

58,777 

347. 

21,535 

121.5 

40,372 

361. 

43,579 

311. 

1873, 

42,095 

289  5 

22,148 

121. 

40,460 

368.4 

48,542 

304. 

1874, 

39.980 

327.7 

20,506 

93.3 

37,118 

407. 

68,772 

321.4 

1875, 

40,811 

3357 

24,636 

84.7 

38,450 

428.9 

42,623 

291. 

1876, 

45,356 

348.5 

25,683 

121.8 

38,450 

435.2 

32,840 

308. 

1*77, 

55,609 

327. 

25,980 

121  3 

37,030 

438. 

35,936 

3218 

1878, 

56,931 

316  2 

21,500 

98.8 

44.750 

457-1 

29,356 

212  9 

1879, 

46,574 

258.3 

18,227 

73  2 

44,460 

4495 

18,785 

190  9 

1880, 

40,300 

206.7 

16,000 

76.2 

43,200 

404.3 

18,243 

139.8 

1881, 

31,200 

179.2 

13,700 

62.7 

43,900 

366  9 

13,759 

129.7 

13S2, 

3S500 

113.6 

14,600 

50.6 

45,100 

3*8.2 

7,813 

111.5 

18S3, 

31,540 

114.3 

14,560 

67.1 

48,700 

402.5 

7,864 

101.1 

1884, 

25,300 

12S.8 

14,900 

61.2 

52,400 

383.3 

8,910 

83. 

1885, 

30,000 

112.2 

17,500 

66. 

48,000 

375. 

8.419 

83. 

1886, 

22,000 

92.9 

15,230 

72. 

53,300 

379. 

6,633 

81. 

1887, 

28,000 

104.3 

18,000 

67.9 

46,000 

332. 

6,637 

72. 

Local  Reformatory  and  Truant  Schools  —  Aggregate. 


Years. 

Expenses. 

Av.  No. 

1875, 

$C3,330 

149. 

1876, 

2*. 638 

1S6. 

1877, 

26,182 

197.5 

1 878, 

61,093 

456.6 

1879, 

59,432 

513.1 

Years. 


1S80, 
1881. 

1882, 
1883, 


Expenses. 


$56,072 
60  621 

83,528 
85,560 


603.7 
487  0 
728.4 
706.1 


Years. 


1881, 

1SS5, 
18S6, 
1887, 


Expenses. 


$84,177 

70,0  u 

85,159 

88,964 

Av.  No. 


674.9 
629. 
651. 
642. 


Note.  — The  table  includes  Truant  Schools  at  Cambridge  and  Worcester  for 
thirteen  years,  at  Springfield  for  twelve,  at  Boston  for  ten,  at  Fall  River  for  eight, 
and  New  Bedford  for  seven ;  also  the  MarceJla  Street  Home,  Boston,  from  1878. 


*  Includes  the  Nautical  School  from  1859  to  1872  inclusive. 


t  Approximate. 


170 


LUNACY  AM)  CHARITY. 


[Jan. 


LOCATION    AND    CONDITION 

OF 

CHILDREN 

■8IJIO 

-* 

i 

l 

l 

iH 

i 

i 

•O 

>     —     83 

C     —     |J 

E->  <   g 

■BiCua 

1 

i 

i 

I 

1 

i 

i 

1 

■■wo 

1 

i 

I 

l 

, 

i 

i 

I 

H     c 
H      ^ 



r-    IS 

•s.Cuu 

T— ( 

i 

I 

l 

1 

i 

i 

PH 

55      55 

•SI.UI) 

_, 

rH 

o 

CO 

CM 

i 

i 

o 

o    a 

CM 

CM 

£    a 

•s.coy; 

CO 

CM 

CO 

-H 

i—l 

i—i 

i 

Ol 

CO 
CO 

5   - 

CM 

to 

CM 

U 

a    » 

•sijio 

CO 

-H 

o 

-H 

i— 1 

i 

I 

I  - 

1—1 

t-H 

CM 

i—l 

CO 

«-H 

ij      -J 

. 

' 

CM 

t^ 

o 

CO 

CM 

i—i 

,_, 

OS 

w 

ca 

£  u 

CM 

CM 

CM 

l> 

H 

o 

o 

1 

CO 

CM 

i 

i 

•  o 

<1 

J    r: 

•spso 

CM 

1—1 

H 

55    a 

CO 

k*      a 

iO 

^ 

1 

o 

1 

CM 

CO 

cc: 

•^5 

•s-Coji 

co 

CM 

o 

UO 

O 

i—l 

CM 

w 

6 

w 

i       J 

o 

CO 

•co 

1 

CM 

1 

1 

H 

eg 

£    a 

•siJ!0 

OS 

^ 

•2 

<    >2 

'    -SAOU 

O 

CM 

CM 

1 

CO 

t- 

1-1 

5d 

O 

r^ 

s 

r-l 

£ 

6 

•[ootps 

CM 

OS 

CM 

1 

1 

Tfl 

co 

i— ( 

CM 

S 

P3 

© 

[Biijsnpui  ajBjs 

^ 

CO 

I 

1 

1—1 

1 

t^ 

»o 

CM 

Q 

© 

"looips  iiBta^q 

tH 

O 

CM 

1-3 

"8 

1— I 

o 

CO 

i—i 

i—l 

CM 

OS 

co 

OS 

CM 

3 

a 

•jaquinx  aioilAV 

CO 

o 
1—1 

CO 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CM 

o 

1 

'-' 

w 

w 

X 

H 

90 

GO 
90 

cJ 

c 

o 

CO 

c3 

© 

ft 

O 

of 

.2 

1 
O 

d 

©" 
o 

o 

© 

© 

c3 

g 
£ 

CO 
-(J 
cd 

o 

!+3 

© 

to 

02 

o 

© 
© 

o 

'-£5 

f-l, 

CO 

•  nH 

P-i 

d 

fe^ 

d 

d 

£ 

d 

& 

£ 

1888.] 


PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17. 


171 


CONDITION    OF    CHILDREN    VISITED. 


I  I  I  I 


I  I  I  I 


I  I 


I        t-         I 


I       >o        l 


loll 


I  CM  '         I  I 


I  »0  I  i-H 


i-<         CM        CO         o  I  I 


I  I        o 


I       I 


I       I 


I       I 


I       I 


I       I 


CO  I       ■    ! 


CO  I  ! 


I  tH  I 


I  I  CO 


I       I 


I       I 


--1 


s. 

30 


s 


3 ) 


if 


CO 
CM    J 


I— 1 

1 

cs 

co 

l— 1 

1 

t> 

i— i 

1 

1 

1 

co 

^ 

«o 

-* 

^ 

CM 

CO 

1-1 

CO 

o 

1 

1 

1 

tH 

os 
os 

CM 

rH 

t- 

CM 

CS 

cm 

CO 

1— 1 

T*< 

i—i 

CS 

o 

o 

1—1 

CO 

1— I 

CO 

-»-3 

o 
o 

s 

CD 

-U 

C/J 

a> 

co 

<3 

r 

d 

<X> 

*C 

o 

o 

q 

■4J 

o 

[S 

o 

o 

r* 

o 

Hi 

O 
-i-i 

w 

o 

c8 

CD 

o 

CO 

.2 

o 

o 
o 

8 

CD 

-4-3 

<3 

bo 

co                     S 

A 

1 

02 

O 

o 

o 

ft    £ 


°  % 

O  fH 


172 


LUNACY   AND   CHARITY. 


[Jan, 


CHILDREN    OF    THE    STATE — 1886-87. 
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DISPOSAL    OF    CXHJRT    CASKS, 
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LOCATION  OF  CHILDREN  ABOVE  THREE  YEARS  OLD. 


Table  XXXIII.  —  The  Location  of  Children  Placed  in  Families 
or   Waiting  to  be  Placed,   Oct.  I,  1887. 

[This  table  includes  those  for  whom  board  is  paid  (161)  mentioned  on  page  lxxxv.] 


COUNTIES. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Barnstable,    . 

3 

24 

27 

Berkshire, 

27 

7 

34 

Bristol,  . 

40 

7 

47 

Dukes,  . 

2 

2 

4 

Essex,    . 

62 

20 

82 

Franklin, 

46 

11 

57 

Hampden, 

88 

51 

139 

Hampshire, 

58 

27 

85 

Middlesex, 

83 

47 

130 

Norfolk, 

26 

14 

40 

Plymouth, 

16 

9 

25 

Suffolk, . 

42 

47 

89 

Worcester, 

82 

47 

129 

Total  in  Mass 

achusetts, 

579 

309 

888 

Maine, 

2 

3 

5 

New  Hampshire, 

20 

15 

35 

Vermont, 

36 

4 

40 

Rhode  Island,  . 

2 

1 

3 

Connecticut,     . 

80 

28 

108 

In  confinement,  or  in  the   State   Primary 
School,  or  in  places  unknown,  . 

719 
137 

360 
54 

1,079 
191 

Aggrega 

te, 

856 

414 

1,270 
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LUNACY  AND   CHARITY. 


[Jan. 


VAUI'KU    SETTLEMENTS   FOUND. 


Table  XXXIV 


Settlements  Investigated,  1886-87. 


188G 

1887. 

Establishments.  —  PARTICU- 
LARS. 

O 

o 

d 
o 

A 

6 

1-3 

Ph 

1   1 

>> 

•-3 

si 

0Q 

CO 

3 

o 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital: 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement,      . 
Orders  returned, 

9 
4 
1 
5 

25 
6 

6 

13 
5 

5 

1 

3 

2 
5 

11 

7 
1 
8 

6 
4 

4 

1 

2 
3 

8 
5 
1 
6 

12 

3 
1 

4 

9 

7 
2 
9 

21 
8 
1 
9 

20 

10 

1 

11 

135 
63 
12 

75 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital: 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

11 
2 
1 
3 

5 
10 

10 

9 

3 

3 

9 
5 
1 

6 

5 

2 

7 

14 

2 

2 

10 

2 
4 

5 
10 

12 

5 

2 
7 

5 

7 
1 
8 

2 
5 
3 

8 

14 

6 
4 
10 

84 
62 
18 
80 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital: 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

3 
6 
9 

1 

5 
1 
1 
2 

2 

1 
1 

2 

3 
1 
2 
3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

5 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

15 
11 
13 

24 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital: 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

22 
8 
1 
9 

23 
14 
5 
19 

17 

16 
4 
20 

45 

8 

8 

29 

18 

5 

23 

18 
26 

2 
28 

31 
13 
4 
17 

15 
3 

18 

27 

19 

6 

25 

47 

29 

3 

32 

22 

4 

26 

23 
16 

8 
24 

282 

204 

45 

249 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital: 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

14 

20 
2 

1 

1 
1 

44 
6 

2 
8 

11 
14 
2 

16 

22 

17 

1 

18 

25 
16 

4 
20 

4 
7 
1 
8 

141 

62 
11 

73 

The  Tewksbury  Asylum  : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements,          .        . 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

1 
1 

: 

: 

- 

: 

: 

- 

1 
1 

j 

! 

2 

2 
3 

3 

School  for  the  Feeble  Minded  : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement,      . 
Orders  returned, 

4 

2 

2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

: 

: 

6 
3 

3 

1 

2 
2 

1 

i 
i 

2 

^ 

12 
8 
4 

12 

State  Almshouse : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

- 

3 

3 

3 
1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

1 

1 

4 
1 

1 
2 

1 
2 

2 

8 
1 
4 
5 

1 

4 
1 

5 

3 

2 
1 
3 

1 
2 

2 
4 

23 
15 
13 

28 
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PAUPER    SETTLEMENTS    FOUND. 


Table  XXXIV.  —  Concluded. 


1886. 

1887. 

Establishments.  —Particu- 
lars. 

O 

> 
o 

A 

a 

1-5 

p 

< 

3 

en 

a 

ha 

< 

H 

State  Farm  : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

1 
1 

1 

3 
3 

1 
4 

State  Primary  School  : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

11 

1 
3 

1 
1 

1 

3 
3 

1 
2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

\ 

12 

2 

2 

4 

9 

29 
20 
3 

23 

State  Industrial  School : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement,      . 
Orders  returned, 

3 

1 
1 

14 

3 

1 
1 

1 

1 
2 

: 

2 
2 

: 

~ 

20 

2 
9 

9 

39 

17 

1 

18 

Lyman  School  for  Boys : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

3 

2 
5 

3 

1 

4 

26 
2 

2 

1 
3 

3 

3 
3 

1 
1 

- 

! 

! 

- 

44 
1 

1 

15 
16 
6 

22 

86 

32 

9 

41 

Total  for  Insane  and  Idiots  : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

46 
18 
11 
29 

54 

31 

5 

36 

44 

27 

5 

32 

55 
18 

4 

22 

54 

31 

9 

40 

61 

35 

4 

48 
19 

9 

28 

58 

36 

8 

44 

51 
44 
12 
56 

89 
61 

7 
68 

48 
52 
14 
66 

63 
41 
15 
56 

671 
413 
103 
516 

Total  for  Pupils  and  Pau- 

pers : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

7 
4 
11 

4 
5 
9 

53 

7 
1 
8 

9 
6 
1 

7 

1 

8 

8 

2 
4 
1 

5 

4 
1 
1 
2 

1 

4 

4 

8 
1 
4 
5 

1 
4 
1 
5 

79 
5 
1 
6 

22 

36 

8 

44 

180 
87 
27 

114 

Aggregates  : 

Orders  issued, 
Settlements, 
No  settlement, 
Orders  returned, 

46 
25 
15 
40 

54 
35 
10 
45 

97 

34 

6 

40 

64 

24 

5 

29 

55 

39 

9 

48 

63 

39 

5 

44 

52 
20 
10 

30 

59 
40 

8 

48' 

59 
45 
16 
61 

90 
65 
8 
73 

127 
57 
15 

72 

85 

77 

23 

100 

S51 
500 
130 
630 

Cases  pending  Oct.  1,  18S6, 470 

Cases  pending  Oct.  1,  1887, 691 

State  patients  transferred  to  private  account, 15 
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EMIGRATION    FOE    THIRTY-TWO    YEARS. 


Table  XXXV.  —  Number   of  Immigrants   who    arrived    in    the 
United  States  each  Year  from  1856  to  1887. 


Years. 

Years. 

1856,       .                           .        195,857 

1873,       .                          .       459,803 

1857, 

246,945 

1874, 

313,339 

1858, 

119,501 

1875, 

227,498 

1859, 

118,616 

1876, 

169,986 

1860, 

150,237 

1877, 

141,857 

1861, 

89,724 

1878, 

138,469 

1862, 

89,007 

1879, 

177,826 

1863, 

174,524 

1880, 

457,257 

1864, 

193,195 

1881, 

669,431 

1865, 

247,453 

1882, 

788,992 

1866, 

166,112 

1883, 

603,322 

1867, 

298,967 

1884, 

518,592 

1868, 

282,189 

1885, 

395,346 

1869, 

352,768 

1886, 

334,203 

1870, 

387,203 

1887, 

490,109 

1871 

321,350 
404,806 

1872, 

5,112,888 

Table  XXXVI.  - 

in    the     United 


-Number  and  Sex  of  Immigrants  who  arrived 
States   from    different    Countries    during    the 


Thirty-two   Years  ending  June  30,  1887. 

[Immigrants  from  Canada  and  Mexico  not  included  since  July  1,  1885.] 


COUNTRIES. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

800,514 

609,620 

1,410,134 

Continental  Europe, 

1,793,694 

1,093,691 

2,887,385 

Asia, 

133,837 

2,115 

135,952 

Africa, 

274 

111 

385 

British  North  American  Prov- 

inces,      

374,595 

243,387 

617,982 

Mexico, 

3,978 

1,134 

5,112 

Central  America, 

238 

62 

300 

South  America, 

1,191 

428 

1,619 

West  Indies,     .... 

15,890 

8,334 

24,224 

Islands  of  the  Atlantic,    . 

9,732 

5,142 

14,874 

Islands  of  the  Pacific, 

9,855 

2,839 

12,694 

All  other  countries, 

1,394 

833 

2,227 

Total  immigrants,     . 

3,145,192 

1,967,696 

5,112,888 
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IMMIGRATION    STATISTICS    OF    BOSTON. 
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IMMIGRANTS,    HEAD    MONEY,    ETC.,    1886-87. 


Table  XXXVIII.  —  Number  of  Immigrants  Monthly  Arriving 
in  Boston  for  whom  Head  Money  was  received  during  the  year 
ending  Sept.  30,  1887. 


Number  of  Im- 
migrants. 

Amount  of  Tax. 

Brought  by 

Cunard  Line. 

MONTH. 

Never  here 
before. 

No.  Ticketed 
beyond  the  State. 

1886. 

October, 

2,590 

$1,295  00 

1,885 

640 

November, 

1,694 

847  00 

676 

206 

December,  . 

562 

281  00 

248 

86 

1887. 

January,     . 

389 

194  50 

208 

38 

February,  . 

283 

141  50 

67 

23 

March, 

1,790 

895  00 

1,146 

648 

April, 

7,290 

3,645  00 

4,997 

2,113 

May,  .         . 

6,931 

3,465  50 

5,032 

1,706 

June, . 

5,482 

2,741  00 

3,465 

1,836 

July,. 

3,958 

1,979  00 

2,652 

824 

August, 

3,661 

1,830  50 

2,410 

1,102 

September, 

5,100 

2,550  00 

3,368 

1,965 

39,730 

$19,865  00 

26,154 

11,187 
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KEMOVALS    BY   THE    BOARD,     1887. 


Table  XXXIX.  —  Number  of  Persons   Removed  from  the  State 
by  Authority  of  the  Board  during    the    Year   ending  Sept.  30, 

1887. 


MONTHS. 

Sent  out 

of  the 

United  States. 

Sent  out 
of  the  State. 

Sent 
to  Friends. 

1886. 

October, 

19 

52 

49 

November,          ..... 

29 

60 

69 

December, 

21 

82 

53 

1887. 

January, 

February, 

March, 

11 
15 
30 

69 
59 
49 

50 

79 

135 

April, 
May,    . 

June,  . 

19 
41 

25 

48 
49 
43 

248 

140 

96 

July,   . 
August, 

27 
29 

40 
73 

90 
79 

September, 

• 

42 

65 

71 

Total, 

308 

689 

1,159 

< 

v 

.    y 

Aggregate  of  the  three  classes, 


2,156 


Of  these  2,156,  there  were  sent 


Yom  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 

25 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 

13 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  . 

32 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 

9 

Chronic  Asylum  (Tewksbury) , 

29 

Chronic  Asylum  (Worcester), 

1 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 

17 

State  Farm,  and  Asylum, 

168 

State  Primary  School, 

41 

State  Almshouse,     . 

1,169 

Local  Office,     .... 

652 

2,156 
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TRANSFERS    DURING    1887. 

There  were  571  transfers  between  institutions  during  the 
year,  as  follows  :  — 


From  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Westborough  Insane 
Hospital,    ........ 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Briclgewater  Asylum 
Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Tewksbury  Asylum, 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Westborough  Insane 

Hospital, 

Taunton   Lunatic    Hospital   to   the    Chronic    Asylum 
(Worcester),     .         .         .         . 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Bridgewater  Asylum 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Tewksbury  Asylum, 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Westborough  Insane 
Hospital,    ........ 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Worcester  Asylum 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Tewksbury  Asylum 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Bridgewater  Asylum 
Northampton   Lunatic   Hospital  to   the  Westborough 

Insane  Hospital, 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital  to  the  Worcester  Asy 

lum  (Worcester), 

Northampton    Lunatic    Hospital    to  the  Bridgewater 

Asylum, 

Chronic  Asylum  (Worcester)  to  the  Bridgewater  Asy- 
lum,   

Chronic  Asylum  (Worcester)  to  the  Worcester  Lunatic 

Hospital, 

Tewksbury  Asylum  to  the  Chronic  Asylum  (Worcester) 
Tewksbury  Asylum  to  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Westborough  Insane  Hospital  to  the  Tewksbury  Asy- 
lum,   

State  Farm  to  the  State  Almshouse, 

State  Farm  to  the  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 

State  Farm  to  the  State  Primary  School, 

State  Almshouse  to  the  State  Primary  School, 

State  Almshouse  to  the  State  Farm, 

State  Almshouse  to  the  School  for  Feeble  Minded, 

State  Primary  School  to  the  State  Almshouse, 

State  Primary  School  to  the  School  for  Feeble  Minded 


96 

8 

13 

48 

20 
11 
23 

44 
10 

7 
QQ 

11 

10 
10 
10 

1 

6 

2 


1 
5 
76 
68 
9 
3 
3 

571 
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SPECIAL    REMOVALS    FROM    THE    STATE. 


Persons  were  removed  from  the  State  under  the  law  of 
1851,  which  requires  persons  by  whose  means  paupers  have 
been  brought  into  the  State  to  remove  them,  as  follows  :  — 


Via  :  —  Old  Colony  Railroad,   . 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,     . 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  . 

New  York  &  New  England  Railroad, 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,     . 

Boston  &■  Lowell  Railroad,  . 

Fitchburg  Railroad, 

Some  conveyance  by  Water, 


60 

42 

7 

4 

20 

11 

3 

47 

194 


Note.  —  The  usual  list  of  Persons  Removed  will  be  printed  later  by  the  Board. 
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EYE    AND    EAR    INFIRMARY EXPENSES    OF    1887. 


Table  XL. 
THE    MASSACHUSETTS    EYE    AND    EAR    INFIRMARY. 


Receipts,  Expenses  and  Number  of  Beneficiaries  for  the  Years 

1886  and  1887. 


Year  ending  Oct.  1. 
1886. 

Year  ending  Oct.  1, 
1887. 

Income. 
From  the  State  Treasury, 
investments, .         . 
board  of  patients, .... 
miscellaneous  sources, .         .         . 

$15,000    00 

9,035  68 
1,200  00 
2,426  57 

$15,000   00 

10,424  00 
1,400  00 
2,840  97 

Total, 

Expenses. 
Salaries  of  Superintendent,  Matron,  etc., 
House  expenses,  including  repairs, 
Special  repairs,  etc., 
Loans  repaid,  ...... 

$27,662  25 

$2,225  00 
17,862  31 
4,516  35 

2,722  79 

$29,664  97 

$2,300  00 

18,889  47 

6,761  11 

Total,     ..... 
Balance,  cash  on  hand,    .         .         . 

Number  of  house  patients,     . 
of  out  patients, 

$27,326  45 
$335  80 

580 
11,819 

$27,950  58 
$1,714  39 

567 
11,997 

Total, 

Number  of  weeks1  board, 

of  weeks1  board  paid  for, 

of  beds, 

12,399 

2,079f 

200 
70 

12,564 

2,305 
233f 
70 
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SICK    STATE    POOR NOTICES    AND    PERSONS, 
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Nantucket, 
Norfolk,    . 
Plymouth, 
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Bristo 
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Frank 
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WIFE    SETTLEMENT NOTICES    AND    PERSONS. 
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DOCUMENTS  AND   EXPENSES  OE   THE   BOARD. 


A. 

CIRCULARS   ISSUED. 
1.     The  Hospital  District  Law. 

13  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  June  27,  1887. 
To  the  Hon.  J.  W.  McKim  {and  others,  Committing  Magistrates). 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  directed  by  this  Board  to  call  your  attention 
to  an  Act  recently  passed  by  the  Legislature,  which  takes  effect 
July  1,  1887,  and  makes  an  important  change  in  the  method  of 
committing  the  insane  to  particular  hospitals.  Hitherto  it  has 
been  in  the  power  of  the  committing  magistrate  to  send  an  insane 
person,  at  his  discretion,  to  any  hospital  or  asylum  in  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  but  this  discretion  is  now  limited  to  the  case  of  per- 
sons maintained  by  their  own  property,  or  that  of  their  friends. 
With  this  exception,  and  with  the  exception  that  persons  for  whom 
homoeopathic  treatment  is  desired  must  be  sent  to  the  Westborough 
Insane  Hospital,  the  committing  magistrates  outside  of  Suffolk 
County  are  only  permitted  to  send  insane  persons  from  certain 
districts  mentioned  in  the  Act  to  the  hospital  assigned  for  each 
district.  These  districts  correspond,  in  the  main,  to  those  already 
established  by  custom  for  the  hospitals  named  ;  but  to  this  remark 
there  are  some  exceptions,  and  your  attention  is  therefore  called 
to  the  precise  limits  of  the  district  assigned  to  each  hospital. 
Should  there  be  sufficient  reason  in  individual  cases  for  committing 
an  insane  person  not  maintained  by  his  own  property  or  that  of 
his  friends,  to  some  hospital  or  asylum  outside  of  the  assigned 
district,  you  will  please  notify  this  Board  before  making  any  com- 
mitment, if  possible,  or  at  all  events,  on  the  day  of  commitment, 
so  that  the  power  of  exemption  and  transfer  given  by  the  Act  to 
this  Board  may  be  exercised  without  delay  if  the  case  seems  to 
require  it. 

The  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  other 
committing  magistrates  in  that  county,  have  a  special  duty  to  per- 
form under  this  Act,  which  will  require  some   care  in  the   appor- 
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tionment  of  persons  committed  among  the  five  hospitals  to  which 
insane  persons  from  Suffolk  Comity  may  be  sent.  In  order  to 
obviate  any  uncertainty  on  this  point,  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy 
and  Charity  hereby  declare  that  commitments  from  Suffolk  County 
to  these  five  hospitals  should  be  made  as  follows  from  and  after 
July  1,  1887,  unless  the  committing  magistrate  shall  have  sufficient 
cause  for  varying  from  the  rule  here  laid  down  :  — 

The  Danvers  Hospital  and  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  being 
now  overcrowded,  while  the  hospitals  at  Westborough  and  Worces- 
ter have  ample  room  for  patients,  all  insane  persons  committed 
from  Suffolk  County  (with  the  exceptions  specified  in  the  Act) 
should  be  committed,  for  the  five  weeks  between  July  1  and  August 
5,  to  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital;  between  August  5  and 
September  9,  to  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital;  between  Sep- 
tember 9  and  October  14,  to  the  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital ;  be- 
tween October  14  and  November  18,  to  the  Boston  Lunatic 
Hospital ;  and  between  November  18  and  December  23,  to  the 
Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital.  That  is  to  say,  for  a  period  of  five 
weeks,  each  hospital  of  the  five  named  is  to  receive  all  the  Suffolk 
County  commitments,  except  those  specified  by  the  Act  or  author- 
ized by  this  Board  to  be  sent  elsewhere.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  of  twenty-five  weeks,  from  July  1  to  December  23,  the 
same  assignment  can  be  continued,  or  for  sufficient  reason 
changed,  at  the  request  of  the  committing  magistrates  in  Suffolk 
County,  who  by  that  time  will  have  learned  what  the  convenience 
of  all  parties  will  require  in  respect  to  alternate  commitments. 
Should  it  then  appear  that  some  of  the  five  hospitals  have  re- 
ceived more  than  a  fifth  part  of  all  the  patients  committed  to 
the  whole  five,  this  inequality  can  be  remedied  in  a  subsequent 
arrangement. 

Committing  magistrates  in  Essex  County  will  please  take  notice 
of  the  fact  that  the  County  Receptacle  at  Ipswich  has  been  abol- 
ished by  Act  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  no  more  commitments 
can  legally  be  made  to  that  Receptacle.  The  Act  for  this  pur- 
pose is  chapter  207  of  the  present  year,  which  took  effect  May 
20,  1887. 

City  and  town  officers  who  may  receive  this  circular  are  hereb}7 
notified  of  the  passage  of  both  the  above-mentioned  Acts,  and  are 
requested  to  communicate  with  this  Board  through  the  under- 
signed, if  they  have  any  request  or  suggestion  to  make  in  regard 
to  exemptions  from  the  operation  of  chapter  346  of  the  Acts  of 
1887.     Committing  magistrates  are  also  requested  to  communicate 
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with  this  Board  from  time  to  time,  in  regard  to  the  operation  of 
that  Act,  and  with  a  view  to  have  its  provisions  made  as  little 
burdensome  as  possible  to  officers  of  the  courts  and  of  cities  and 
towns,  as  well  as  to  individual  citizens. 

By  order  of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity, 

Edward  Hitchcock,  M.  D., 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lunacy. 


2.     Terms  of  the  Law. 

[Acts  of  1887,  Chap.  346.] 

An   Act   concerning   commitments   and    transfers    of   the  in- 
sane, 

Beit  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows:  Section  1.  On  and  after  the 
first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
the  four  state  lunatic  hospitals  at  Danvers,  Worcester,  Taunton 
and  Northampton  shall  except  as  hereinafter  provided  receive  new 
commitments  only  from  the  following  districts,  namely:  —  The 
Danvers  Hospital  from  a  district  including  the  county  of  Essex, 
and  the  towns  of  Dracut,  Chelmsford,  Tewksbury,  Billerica,  Bed- 
ford, Burlington,  Wilmington,  Wobnrn,  Winchester,  Arlington, 
Medford,  Everett,  Melrose,  Stoneham,  Reading,  North  Reading 
and  Wakefield,  and  the  cities  of  Lowell,  Maiden  and  Somerville 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex  —  the  Worcester  Hospital  from  a 
district  including  all  of  Middlesex  county  not  hereinbefore  enu- 
merated, the  county  of  Worcester,  and  the  towns  of  Brookline, 
Needham,  Dover,  Medway,  Franklin  and  Bellingham  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk  —  the  Northampton  Hospital  from  a  district 
including  the  counties  of  Berkshire,  Franklin,  Hampden  and 
Hampshire  —  and  the  Taunton  Hospital  from  a  district  including 
the  counties  of  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Dukes,  Nantucket,  Plymouth 
and  so  much  of  Norfolk  county  as  is  not  included  in  the  Worces- 
ter district :  •provided,  however,  that  the  insane  within  the  county 
of  Suffolk  may  be  committed  alternately  and  in  equal  numbers 
to  the  state  lunatic  hospitals  at  Danvers,  Taunton,  Worcester, 
the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,  and  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital at  South  Boston  ;  omitting  from  the  enumeration  such  in- 
sane persons  as  upon  the  request  of  their  friends,  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,  the  McLean  Asylum,  or  any 
duly  authorized  private  asylum  ;  and  provided,  further,  that  per- 
sons maintained  by  their  own  property,  or  that  of  their  friends, 
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may  be  sent,   at  the  discretion  of  the  committing  magistrate,  to 
any  hospital  or  asylum  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  The  state  board  of  lunacy  and  charity  shall  have 
power  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act,  by  notifications  sent 
to  the  committing  magistrates,  or  otherwise  ;  and  may  for  suffi- 
cient reasons  exempt  cities,  towns  or  individuals  from  its  opera- 
tion, when  hardship  would  in  the  opinion  of  said  board  result 
therefrom ;  and  for  this  purpose,  may  transfer  patients  from  any 
of  the  hospitals  above  named  to  other  hospitals  or  asylums,  or  to 
private  dwellings  within  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Ap- 
proved June  1,  1887. 


3.     The  Insane  Poor  of  Cities  and  Towns. 

13  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  August  7,  1887. 
To  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  attention  is  hereby  called  to  chapter  319  of 
the  Acts  of  1886,  herewith  enclosed,  which,  among  other  things, 
provides  as  follows  :  — 

Sect.  3.  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  shall  not  commit  to  nor  detain 
in  any  almshouse,  private  dwelling  or  other  place  without  remedial 
treatment,  any  insane  person  whose  insanity  has  continued  less  than 
twelve  months ;  but  all  persons  suffering  from  recent  insanity  shall 
have  the  opportunity  of  medical  treatment  in  some  hospital  or  asylum, 
under  the  direction  of  a  physician  qualified  according  to  the  provisions 
of  section  thirteen  of  chapter  eighty-seven  of  the  Public  Statutes,  if  they 
or  their  friends  so  desire. 

You  will  observe  that  this  statute  is  more  definite  than  the  old 
law  upon  the  subject,  which  may  be  found  in  the  Public  Statutes, 
chapter  87,  section  25,  but  was  originally  passed  in  1864,  and 
which  authorizes  this  Board  to  apply  for  the  commitment  to  a  hos- 
pital "of  any  insane  person,  not  incurable,  who  is  deprived  of 
proper  remedial  treatment  and  is  confined  in  an  almshouse  or  other 
place."  As  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  insane  persons  are  or  are 
not  incurable,  the  new  statute  has  fixed  recent  insanity  as  the  con- 
dition requiring  remedial  treatment,  and  has  given  the  limit  of 
twelve  months  to  define  what  recent  insanity  is.  It  is,  therefore, 
comparatively  easy  for  public  officers  to  know  which  of  the  insane 
poor  of  any  town  are  by  law  entitled  to  remedial  treatment  under 
the  care  of  a  competent  physician  ;  and  no  overseer  or  other  per- 
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son  can  hereafter  doubt  that  insane  persons  whose  obvious  insanity 
has  continued  less  than  twelve  months  are  forbidden  by  law  to  be 
committed  to  a  city  or  town  almshouse,  or  detained  therein. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the  necessity  of  deter- 
mining by  medical  examination,  whenever  application  is  made  to 
your  Board  to  receive  an  insane  person  at  your  almshouse,  whether 
the  person  in  question  has  recently  become  insane,  or  is  a  chronic 
case  for  which  hospital  treatment  has  been  tried  or  is  clearly  un- 
necessary. The  necessity  of  hospital  treatment,  however,  does 
not  depend  wholly  on  the  recency  of  the  attack,  for  many  of  the 
chronic  insane  need  the  restraint  of  a  hospital,  and  its  appliances 
for  their  comfortable  care,  even  when  their  recovery  has  become 
hopeless.  The  case  of  Mrs.  Lindsey  in  the  Prescott  Almshouse 
was  evidently  one  for  hospital  treatment  whether  she  had  been 
insane  twelve  months  or  some  shorter  time  upon  her  admission  to 
the  almshouse.  For  such  was  her  condition  that  she  could  not  live 
in  an  ordinary  almshouse  without  so  much  restraint  as  made  her 
condition  there  one  of  needless  hardship.  The  same  remark  may 
be  made  concerning  the  chaining  of  any  insane  person  in  an  alms- 
house or  private  dwelling,  — for  the  supposed  necessity  of  using  a 
chain  or  handcuffs,  or  of  keeping  the  insane  person  constantly 
locked  up,  even  in  a  suitable  room,  is  sufficient  evidence  that  some 
hospital  or  asylum  is  the  proper  place  for  such  a  person.  Facts 
have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Board  during  the  past  six 
months  which  show  that  insane  persons  have  been  chained,  fet- 
tered, or  otherwise  improperly  confined  in  the  almshouses  of 
Prescott,  Shutesbury  and  Bellingham,  and  in  a  private  dwelling  of 
Sandisfield.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  law  of  1886,  already 
cited,  by  which,  in  another  section,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  are 
made  the  legal  custodians  of  all  insane  persons  having  a  pauper 
settlement  who  have  been  discharged  from  any  hospital  or  asylum 
without  recovery.  The  first  and  second  sections  of  this  Act  are  as 
follows  :  — 

Section  1.  Every  order  or  certificate  for  the  commitment  of  an 
insane  person,  under  the  provisions  of  sections  eleven  and  twelve  of 
chapter  eighty-seven  of  the  Public  Statutes,  hereafter  made  by  any  of 
the  judges  therein  mentioned,  shall  authorize  the  custody  of  the  person 
therein  named,  either  at  the  hospital  or  asylum  to  which  he  shall  be  first 
committed,  or  at  some  other  hospital,  asylum,  private  dwelling  or  other 
place  to  which  said  person  may  be  transferred,  if  discharged  without 
recovery  from  the  hospital  or  asylum  named  in  the  order.  In  case  said 
insane  person  shall  be  found  to  have  a  settlement  in  some  town  or  city 
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of  this  Commonwealth,  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  place  of  his 
settlement  shall  have  the  legal  custody  of  said  person,  after  his  dis- 
charge from  the  hospital  or  asylum,  but  not  previously,  and  may  make 
provision  for  his  maintenance  and  treatment  at  such  asylum,  almshouse, 
private  dwelling  or  other  place,  as  they  may  see  fit,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act.  In  case  the  said  insane  person  shall  have  no  known 
settlement  in  this  Commonwealth,  then  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and 
Charity  shall  have  the  legal  custody  of  said  person  after  his  discharge 
from  the  hospital  or  asylum,  and  may  make  provision  for  his  mainte- 
nance and  treatment  at  any  place  within  this  Commonwealth,  or  else- 
where, which  said  board  may  deem  suitable. 

Sect.  2.  All  insane  persons  who  are  now  resident  at  the  State 
lunatic  hospitals  or  other  hospitals  or  asylums  for  the  insane  in  this 
Commonwealth,  if  discharged  therefrom  without  recovery,  shall  be 
subject  upon  their  discharge  to  the  control  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
in  their  places  of  settlement ;  or  if  without  known  settlement,  to  the 
control  and  supervision  of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  persons  mentioned  in  section  one  of  this  act : 
provided,  however,  that  no  insane  person  having  property  sufficient  to 
support  him  or  friends  able  and  willing  to  do  so  shall  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  as  a  pauper,  or  restrained  under 
their  authority,  except  by  a  special  decree  of  some  court,  for  sufficient 
reasons  which  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  decree. 

The  effect  of  this  Act  is  to  give  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  the 
legal  custody  of  the  unrecovered  insane  who  may  have  a  settle- 
ment in  your  town  ;  and  this  may  require  you  to  exercise  a  super- 
vision over  the  insane  in  private  dwellings,  even  when  not 
supported  at  the  public  expense.  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in 
Sandisfield  may  not  have  known  that  an  insane  citizen  of  that 
town  has  been  for  several  years  chained  and  handcuffed  habitually 
in  his  father's  house  ;  but  it  would  naturally  be  expected  that  such 
a  fact  would  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  under  the  present  law 
they  would  justly  be  held  responsible  for  the  continuance  of  such 
unnecessary  and  improper  restraint.  It  is  therefore  recommended 
to  your  Board  that  they  inquire  into  all  similar  cases  and  report 
them  to  this  Board,  which  by  the  Public  Statutes,  chapter  87,  is 
authorized  to  "  investigate  the  question  of  the  insanity  and  con- 
dition of  any  person  restrained  of  his  liberty  by  reason  of  alleged 
insanity,  at  anyplace  within  this  Commonwealth"  ;  and  to  "  dis- 
charge any  person  so  restrained,  if  in  its  opinion  such  person  is 
not  insane,  or  can  be  cared  for  after  such  discharge  without 
clanger  to  others  and  with  benefit  to  himself."  When  such  cases 
are  reported,  this  Board  will  exercise  its  powers  above  recited ; 
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and  should  the  present  laws  be  found  insufficient  to  correct  so 
great  an  evil  as  the  neglect  or  abuse  of  the  helpless  insane,  any- 
where in  this  Commonwealth,  the  Legislature  will  be  appealed  to 
for  the  enactment  of  more  stringent  laws. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

John  Fallon,   Chairman. 


4.     Feeble-Minded  Females. 

State  House,  Boston,  October  15,  1887. 
To  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  etc. 

1.  How  many  feeble-minded*  girls  and  women  are  there  in 
your  almshouse  ? 

2.  Give  names,  ages,  and  nationalities. 

3.  How  many  single?  How  many  married?  How  many 
widows  ? 

4.  At  what  ages  did  they  become  dependent? 

5.  Were  their  parents  paupers?  If  so,  were  these  parents 
feeble-minded  ? 

6.  Are  they  of  legitimate  or  illegitimate  birth? 

7.  Have  they  other  pauper  relatives,  either  in  your  almshouse 
or  in  other  almshouses  ? 

8.  Have  any  of  these  feeble-minded  women  borne  illegitimate 
children  ? 

9.  Do  you  consider  them  competent  to  earn  partial  or  entire 
support  ? 

10.  Do  any  of  them  show  vicious  and  immoral  tendencies  ?  If 
not,  do  you  consider  them  able  to  protect  themselves  from  vicious 
and  immoral  men  ? 

11.  How  many  of  them,  in  your  opinion,  will  ever  become 
self-supporting  ? 

12.  Give  all  facts  in  your  possession  bearing  upon  the  mental 
and  moral  condition  of  these  cases. 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  fill  out  this  circular  with  full 
replies  to  the  above  inquiries  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  and 
at  any  rate  not  later  than  Nov.  15,  1887 ;  addressing,  for  this 
purpose,  the  Inspector  of  Charities,  13  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

John  D.  Wells,   Clerk. 
*  "Feeble-minded"  in  no  case  to  be  confounded  with  "insane." 
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EXPENSES    PAID    OR    AUDITED. 


B. 

EXPENSES   OF   THE   BOARD. 

With  Other  Bills  Audited  or  Paid  during  the  Year  ending 
October  1,  1887. 


Salaries. 


Other  Bills. 


Total. 


Expenses  of  the  Board, 
Clerk  of  the  Board, 
Agent  for  Prosecution,  etc, 
Payments  from  the  Emergency  Fund, 
Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 
Auxiliary  Visitors, 
Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,    . 
Department  of  Inspector  of  Charities, 
Transportation  of  State  Paupers, 
Transportation  to  State  Almshons( 
Settlement  and  Bastardy, 
Indigent  and  Neglected  Children, 

Infant  Asylums 

Infants  in  Families, 

Support  of  Sick  State  Paupers,   . 

Contagions  Diseases,     . 

Burial  of  State  Paupers, 

Temporary  Support  of  Paupers, 

Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded, 

State  Lunatic  Hospitals,  etc., 


$1,500  00 
1,200  00 


ls,i>,-)i;  1)1 


13,754  17 
7,705  00 


$1,424  12 

200  09 

16  82 

368  29 

6,322  38 

1,302  13 

3,923  86 

1,743  37 

12,279  55 

306  00 

606  12 

12,850  08 

11,740  22 

9,672  69 

38,080  30 

18  00 

6,922  11 

11,249  11 

3,692  85 

144,869  89 


$1,424  12 

1,700  09 

1,216  82 

368  29 

24,379  29 

1,302  13 

17,678  03 

9,448  37 

12,279  55 

306  00 

606  12 

12,850  08 

11,740  22 

9,672  69 

38,080  30 

18  00 

6,922  11 

11,249  11 

3,692  85 

144,869  89 


$42,216  08   $267,587  98 


$309,804  06 


EXPENSES   OF   THE   BOARD 

Travelling  expenses, 

Expenses  of  delegation  to  National  Conference, 
Postage,  expressage  and  telegrams, 
Printing,  stationery  and  publications,  . 
Stenographic  reports  of  hearings, 

CLERK   OF   THE   BOARD. 

Salary,  John  D.  Wells,  Clerk, 
Travelling  expenses,  J.  D.  W.,  Clerk, 
Printing,  stationery  and  publications, 
Postage,  expressage  and  telegrams, 
Office  furniture,      .... 


.  $759  0.6 

.   383  64 

.   175  25 

89  97 

16  20 

$1,424  12 

.  $1,500  00 

23  20 

.   134  89 

10  00 

32  00 

1  70f>  flQ 

AGENCY  FOR  PROSECUTION  OF   CRIMINAL  PAUPERS. 

Salary  of  Thomas  P.  Bagley,  Agent,     .         .         .  $1,200  00 
Travelling  expenses  of  Agent,      .         .         .         .         16  82 


1,216  82 


$4,341  03 
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EXPENSES    OF    IN-DOOR    DEPARTMENT. 


Salaries : 


DEPARTMENT   OF   IN-DOOR   POOR. 

Central  Office. 


Stephen  C.  Wrightington,  Superintendent,  $2,500  00 

Joshua   F.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Assistant  (July  15  to 

Sept.  4), 329  18 

Willard  D.  Tripp,  Settlement  Clerk,     .         .         .  1,500  00 

Henry  H.  Fairbanks,  Clerk,  .....  1,058  33 

Thomas  M.  Doane,  Transportation  Officer,  .         .  900  00 

Mrs.  Emma  T.  Cornish,  Transportation  Officer,  .  600  00 

Patrick  Glynn,  Messenger,     ....'.  800  00 


Expenses  : 
Postage,  expressage  and  telegrams, 
Printing,  publications  and  stationery,    . 
Office  furniture  and  incidentals,    . 
Rent  of  telephone,  .... 

Travelling  expenses  of  Superintendent, 
Travelling  expenses  of  Office  Clerks  :  - 

Willard  D.  Tripp,        .         .        . 

Henry  H.  Fairbanks,    . 

Joshua  F.  Lewis, 


$7,687  51 

$231  90 

414  41 

52  55 

26  95 

485  25 

|116  95 

64  57 

22  43 

203  95 

$1,415  01 


Total  Central  Office, 


$9,102  52 


Salaries  : 


Division  of  Visitation. 


James  H.  Lewis,  Assistant  (to  Dec.  10, 1886), 
Joshua  F.   Lewis,   M.  D.,  Assistant  (Sept.  5  to 

Sept.  31), 
Abraham  C.  Hart,  Visitor, 
George  H.  Hull,  Visitor, 
Henry  E.  Lappen,  Visitor  (to  July  31) 
Thos.  H.  BeDton,  Visitor, 
Charles  K.  Morton,  Visitor  (from  Aug.  20) 
Mrs.  Ellen  L.  Fisher,  Visitor, 
Miss  Etta  J.  Ruggles,  Visitor, 
Miss  Jeannette  W.  Wright,  Clerk, 
Miss  Bertha  W.  Jacobs,  Clerk,      . 
Miss  E.  Mabel  Tyler,  Clerk  (from  June  1), 
Mrs.  Emma  S.  Wiley,  Clerk  (from  Sept.  7) 


$290  32 


79 

15 

1,200 

00 

1,000  00 

900  00 

1,058 

33 

196 

24 

700 

00 

500  00 

658 

34 

658 

34 

233 

34 

46 

67 

$7,520  73 
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EXPENSES   OF   VISITING   AGENCY 

AND   IMMIGRATION    OFFICE. 

Expenses  : 

Travelling  expenses  of  auxiliary  visit- 

ors,       

.$1,302  13 

Visitors1  Travelling  Expenses  :  — 

James  H.  Lewis, 

$84  57 

Thomas  H.  Benton, 

1,054 

80 

Abraham  C.  Hart, 

306  83 

George  H.  Hull,  . 

240 

19 

Henry  E.  Lappen, 

407 

94 

Ellen  L.  Fisher, 

697 

36 

Etta  J.  Ruggles,  . 

521 

49 

Bertha  W.  Jacobs, 

72 

33 

Charles  K.  Morton, 

67 

92 

Joshua  F.  Lewis, 

11 

00 

$3,464 

43 

Other  expenses  on  account  of  visitation 

L 

of  State  Wards, .... 

838 

30 

4  309  73 

$5,604  86 

Total  Visiting  Agency, 

.      $13,125  59 

Division  of  Immigration. 
Salaries  : 
Charles  A.  Colcord,  Assistant,       .         .         .         .  $1,180  00 

Henry  M.  Billings,  Clerk, 1,000  00 

Charles  E .  Kiander,  Messenger,    ,  475  00 


$2,655  00 


.  Expenses  : 

Immigration  Office  Expenses  :  — 

Charles  A.  Colcord,  travel, 

$37  35 

Charles  A.  Colcord,  meals, 

60  00 

Henry  M.  Billings,  meals,  . 

58  70 

Rent  of  office, 

240  00 

Fuel,  cleaning,  etc.,     .... 

131  59 

Bent  of  telephone,       .... 

33  00 

$560  64 

Examination  of  Immigrants  outside  of  Boston, 

44  00 

$604  64 

Total  Immigration  Office,       . 

$3,259  64 
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EXPENSES    OF    IN-DOOR    AND    OUT-DOOR    DEPARTMENTS. 


$123  00 

29  17 

28  00 

8  00 

5  50 

$193  67 

$25,681  42 

Unclassified  Expenses. 
Extra  Clerk  Hire :  — 

Henry  H.  Fairbanks, 
Joshua  F.  Lewis, 
M.  B.  H.  Tripp,  . 
James  H.  Lewis, 
Willard  D.  Tripp, 


Total  Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 

TRANSPORTATION   OF   STATE   PAUPERS. 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Officers  :  — 

Thomas  M.  Doane, $837  27 

Emma  T.  Cornish, 450  40 

Thomas  P.  Bagley, 255  95 

Charles  A.  Colcord, 14  75 

$1,558  37 

Ocean  fares  of  paupers, 3,133  81 

Inland    "      "         "  5,709  37 

Carriage  and  express  hire  for  paupers,         ....  841  02 

Food  and  lodging  for  paupers,      .         .  .        .        .  418  64 

Outfits  for  paupers,        .         .         .        .  .         .        .       ■      280  88 

Miscellaneous, .         .  337  46 


DEPARTMENT  OF  OUT-DOOR  POOR 

Salaries :  — 
Hiram  S.  Shurtleff,  Superintendent, 
George  B.  Tufts,  Executive  Clerk, 
Edwin  F.  Cummings,  M.  D.,  Medical  Visitor, 
Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Crawford,  M.  D.,  Medical  Visitor 
Edward  I.  White,  Visitor, 
Brainard  A.  Andrews,  Visitor, 
Frederick  A.  Burt,  Visitor,    . 
John  T.  McFadden,  Visitor,  . 
Henry  D.  Hawkes,  Visitor,    . 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Haynes,  Clerk, 
Miss  Anna  M.  Noon  an,  Clerk, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Parker,  Clerk, 
Miss  May  A.  Thayer,  Clerk,  . 

Extra  Clerk  Hire,  John  D.  Wells, 
Printing,  publications  and  stationery, 
Postage,  expressage  and  telegrams, 
Office  furniture  and  incidentals,    . 

Carried  forward, 


POOR. 

$12,279  55 

$2,500  00 

.  1,500  00 

.  1,500  00 

\  1,375  00 

.  1,200  00 

.  1,000  00 

.   900  00 

.   700  00 

.   600  00 

.   779  17 

.   600  00 

.   600  00 

.   500  00 

$13,754  17 

126  00 

919  60 

197  13 

91  77 

$15,088  67 
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EXPENSES    OF    OUT-DOOR    DEPARTMENT,    ETC. 


Brought  forward,    . 
Visitors1  Travelling  Expenses 
Edward  F.  Cummings, 
Sarah  M.  Crawford,     . 
Edward  I.  White, 
Brainard  A.  Andrews, 
John  T.  McFadden,      . 
Frederick  A.  Burt, 
Henry  D.  Hawkes, 
Anna  M.  Noonan, 

Insane  Patients  Boarded  Out :  - 
Clothing, 
Removal  and  return,    . 


Total  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor, 


$15,088  67 

$163  83 

440  00 

375  00 

565  00 

81  00 

547  00 

140  00 

89  63 

2,401  46 

$162  45 

25  45 

187  90 

,    , 

$17,678  03 

DEPARTMENT   OF   INSPECTOR   OF   CHARITIES. 

Salaries :  — 

F.  B.  Sanborn,  Inspector, 

Henry  C.  Prentiss,   M.   D.,   Clerk   and  Medical 

Visitor,    .... 
Henry  A.  Purdie,  Clerk, 
Miss  Amelia  D.  Delano,  Clerk, 
Miss  Gertrude  T.  Jacobs,  Clerk, 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Sanborn,  Clerk, 
Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Brown,  Visitor  of  Insane  in  Alms 

houses  and  families  (10  months),  . 
Miss  A.  A.  Mattoon  (1  month), 
Mrs.  Marian  L.  Morris,  Clerk  (1  month),     . 

Travelling  expenses  of  Inspector, 
Postage,  expressage  and  telegrams, 
Printing,  stationery  and  publications,   . 
Visitation  and  Removal  of  the  insane  :  — 

Henry  C.  Prentiss  (services  and  expenses) 

N.  Porter  Brown, 

Sarah  M.  Brown,  travelling  expenses, 

Removal  and  return  of  the  insane, 
Total  Inspector's  Department, 


$2,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

750  00 

750  00 

600  00 

500  00 

45  00 

60  00 

$7,705  00 

503  33 

. 

110  00 

317  51 

$331  25 

10  40 

376  38 

718  03 
94  50 

$9,448  37 


TRANSPORTATION   TO    STATE   ALMSHOUSE. 

City  and  town  bills, 


$306  00 
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BILLS    PAID    OK    AUDITED. 

SETTLEMENT   AND   BASTARDY. 

Legal  expenses, 

Other  bills, 

ILDI 

00 
68 
70 
54 
50 

$213  45 
392  67 

FOR   BOARD   OF   INDIGENT   AND   NEGLECTED   CH 

Department  of  In-Door  Poor  (board,  clothing,  etc.),    . 
Department  of  Out-Door  Poor  (board), 

$606  12 

SEN. 

$12,375  99 
474  09 

INFANT   ASYLUMS. 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum, 

INFANTS   IN   FAMILIES. 

Board, 

Medicine,  medical  attendance,  clothing,  etc., 

$12,850  08 
$11,740  22 

$7,379  89 
2,292  80 

FOR   SUPPORT   OF  SICK   STATE  PAUPERS 

City  and  town  bills  of  1882, 

of  1883,  ...... 

of  1884,  ....... 

of  1885, 

of  1886, 

of  1887, ' 

$9,672  69 

$9  25 
76  95 
90  72 

1,177  57 
31,123  31 

5,618  75 

Less  bill  of  1882  (settlement  found),    .... 

$38,096  55 
16  25 

PAYMENTS   IN  CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES. 

Town  bill, 

TEMPORARY   SUPPORT   OF   STATE   PAUPER 

City  and  town  bills  of  1882, $16 

of  1884, 10 

of  1885, 273 

of  1886, 5,583 

of  1887, 2,616 

$38,080  30 
$18  00 

$8,500  42 

2,060  35 

451  04 

113  00 

63  35 

60  95 

Ocean  fares  of  paupers, 

Inland     "      "         " 

Carriage  and  express  for  paupers,         .... 

Food  and  lodging  for  paupers, 

Outfits  for  paupers,        ....... 

$11,249  11 
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BILLS    AUDITED. 


RELIEF   IN   EXTRAORDINARY   CASES. 

Relief  in  nine  cases, 

BURIAL   OF   STATE   PAUPERS. 

City  and  town  bills  of  1884, 

of  1885, 

of  1886,  

of  1887,  


MASSACHUSETTS   SCHOOL   FOR   FEEBLE-MINDED. 

Support  of  State  paupers  and  special  pupils, 

STATE   LUNATIC   HOSPITALS. 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,     . 
Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Worcester  Insane  Asylum,     . 
Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 


$368  29 


$10  00 

111  50 

4,788  62 

2,011  99 

$6,922  11 

$3,692  85 

$22,214  30 

36,204  48 

28,924  83 

22,785  21 

17,460  51 

8,400  28 

Board  of  insane  in  families. 


Aggregate, 


$135,989  61 
8,880  28 

$144,869  89 


Of  the  above  suras,  the  expenditure  of  $4,709.32  was 
directed  by  the  Board  itself;  the  expenditure  of  $50,943.08 
was  directed,  immediately  or  otherwise,  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  In-Door  Poor,  and  the  further  sum  of  $139,988.46 
was  audited  by  him;  the  expenditure  of  $30,573.49  was 
directed,  immediately  or  otherwise,  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Out-Door  Poor,  and  the  further  sum  of  $65,261.05  was 
audited  by  him  ;  the  expenditure  of  $9,448.37  was  directed, 
immediately  or  otherwise,  by  the  Inspector  of  Charities, 
and  the  further  sum  of  $8,880.28  was  audited  by  him.  The 
expenses  of  the  In-Door  Department  are  so  divided  as  to 
show  separately  the  cost  of  the  Visiting  Agency,  the  Immi- 
gration Office,  and  the  Transportation  of  the  Poor. 
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EXPENSES  OF  THE  BOARD  FOR  TWO  CALENDAR  YEARS. 
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Annual  Census  of  the  Poor,  January  1,  1888. 

The  returns  from  298  cities  and  towns,  received  up  to 
January  20,  1888,  show  the  following  results,  as  compared 
with  similar  returns  for  the  year  1887. 

January  J,  1888.      January  1, 1887. 

City  and  town  poor  fully  supported,  . 

"  "        partially  supported, 

Vagrants  at  this  date, 
Insane  persons  (included  above) , 

Total  of  all  classes, 

The  population  of  the  cities  and  towns  above  mentioned 
was,  in  1885,  1,417,720  out  of  a  total  of  1,942,141  in  the 
whole  State  ;  so  that  the  returns  still  to  come  in  will  not 
change  the  general  fact  which  the  above  figures  show,  that 
there  is  now  less  pauperism  in  Massachusetts  than  a  year 
ago.  The  insane  poor  have  scarcely  increased  by  this  show- 
ing, while  the  whole  class  of  persons  fully  supported  has 
slightly  fallen  off;  and  the  persons  partially  supported  have 
diminished,  while  the  vagrants  have  more  than  doubled. 
Many  errors  doubtless  occur  in  these  returns,  but  the  gen- 
eral result  from  year  to  year  shows  the  facts  well  enough. 
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